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LBSTRACT

The study that I have undertaken in this research
is about the Ulama of Bildd sl-Sham in the Tenth Century
of the Hijrah Era {16th Century AD): who they were;
their 1life and worky their income and professionsg
their study and writings; the cities and towns they
lived inj the significant role played by the Ulama
in their different communities; and finally the variocus

aspects of life in Muslim cities,

The information for this research was drawn mainly
from Nejm al 9in al Ghazzi's biographical dictionary,

Al Kewdkib a] 88i'ra. The reason for my choice of this

book as & major source of information on the lives of
the Ulama was that the writer, himself, belonged %o

that same class. He wrote about members of his own com-
munity. It is a contemporary source since Al Ghazzi
wrote asbout people known by himself, his family, or

prominent scholars like Tbn Tulin.

It was difficult tc make a full study of each
of the‘Ulamé'of Bilad &l Shem, so a hundred of them
were chasen from the three volumes of the book for de-
teiled statistical study. PFrom this sample group 1
drew a vivid idea of their religious, economic, seccial
and political lives, and of the different aspects of
the 1life of the community in that particular period of

- time. In addition, I formed a detailed picture of the

'role_they played in their =ocietiesy their contribution
to religious and ethical studies, end to the edministra-

tion of the country. Above all, I pointed out the vital



ABSTRACT (continued)

part they playcd as e signifieant group, unhanpered
by class restrictione, in penectrating all classes of the
various communities during the later Mamluk and early

Ottoman rule.
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