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1§ begins here. The argument is from Ghazali’s Masgid, ed. Jabre, p. 41 £. (chap.on

prophecy). 2 B i 3AL
4 Aom. 5 T om.
€ S om. 70
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1 A marg. + 3y 2 BO iy [Ghazili: JIYI)

2 ABO iy Osw S i i Here T follows Ghazili’s wording. The next p-ssage
opmmcxwpt&omTaﬁWonmﬂnalm(hmedevxm Beirut, 1962,
p. 192 L.). Cf. Mebdhit I 523 £.". A ) adds e O Sl U The sentence occurs in

Maimonides, Commentary on Pereq Hslcq $ O no wa. € O masc.
? O marg. has this in Arabic characters, and om. it in the line, - & Odual
® ST om. . 10 °T om. 1 S with & 12 A acc, 3 0Ofem.

14 T om. first alif. Cf. the phrase in Guide 11, chap. 36. 15 'O om.
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1 S i The sentence opens a lengthy exposition of Guide, Bk. II, chap. 32 8q,
f 5T om. 3 T Lt ‘

* Tom. ® T Ji Rest of the fine illegible

S AwyBy _ ¥ BO frequently use Hebrew letters for ordinal numerals

$ BO i *As  MABom. U Oimpedf

13 ST ottt O pincdi The above is in the Guide

13 O adds illa.

14 A om. The pauage is based on the Gwide, Bk. 11, chap. g7.

18 O adds (redundant) S -
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*'3 AB ila. This paragraph begins 2 paraphrasc of G 7, Bk.'l! chap. 33. 1t climi-
mmthcbibhcﬂrefumea,lumgthcmmthws

3 A fem. £{O0ma -

$ O om. 8 O déka.

7.0 wmasc. ending. A marg. .. <I5 La L

¢ BO no wa. For the next paragraph, see Guide, Bk. I1, chaps. 43, 46.

Y A s [Guide: ,an:] W T 4
1 O om. 12 BO ad
2 ST om. 14 ABT i

16 Cf, Guide, Bk. 11, chap. 47 ‘For the next passage, see Guide, Bk. I, chap 45, on
the first grade of prophecy.
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O bl SOimersfc ¢ Ofem.

7 A Jn 2 O om. next three words,

2 B om. 1% O no art. “ST,.,"-‘Jb

12 S om. - 13 BST withart. M T om.
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! Here begins the section publisited by Leo Hirschfeld (= H}. In A: Chap. L.
Rirschfeld: exposition follows K. al-Khazari, Bk. 1, par. g5, pp. 44 1.

2 Texts ¥ 3 End of sybtitie in ST.

4.0 om, in line, added on margin in Arabic script.

§ In A the annotations by Ibn at Mzhn‘:ma begin here, opening with the word 124~
followed (on the marg.) by JW i «ii ghil mle Ji
Afier a two-and-a-hali-page note the return to the Ibn Kammiina text is indicated (in
red) by the word mate. The first word of the mats is fa-tawalls.

€ H read in B wa-tarbiyatohun (as in the underlying Khazari text) but the reading
i$ not justified. ST seem to read wa-tadubburahum.

7 So in O (foliowing Khazari). Other MSS.: gharasahum,

8 Aom.
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1 ABOwa-k&na H: cxpautxonbasodonﬂazm Bk,l par. 83, p. 34,1 25.
2 So only in A. Other MSS. : sab'ati.

3 A bam. 4 B unclear; marg.: *ikhraghimi.

3 MSS 3,53l except O, which has just the figure.
8 O inserts umma. T A om.; next: we-f. 3 O tumma
*Our ¥ This sentence oceurs in ST only:

11 So in all the texts. 12 AB mm. 13 B s

16 ABO ojlmy . 15 H: of. Khazari, Bk. 1, par. 85, p: 38.
- 18 H:cf. Kkazari, Bk. I, par. 41, p. 20. 17 ABO
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AV s 5l s ¢ gian JB W g T b Sl S s i 6 Ly
RIS 851 iy sl o By (A5 (5 g oy LD e
(i A 55 g b el
e ety VS L B P sy SIS N Y ey
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1 AOBadd{,dL-Au‘ H: of. Khazari, Bk. 1, par. rog, p. §8.
2 A adds ! (because thc word was previously written so that it might be
taken for o 41).
STi 40c, >BOL 8 TiwwCLKhL §83 (p. 36, L 19 £);
IL; § 97 {p. 94, ). 18) TALLOS, 8 S om. nine words (h. re aw).
2 A 44Y; OB have the Hebrew form. ‘
1¢ (3 skips 10 ish ; 4 in the following sentence (h.).

1m0 PIAY ne 12 Amg. - 13 Aacc.
14 So inT while the other MSS have by i T ot
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1 Oniv T, Other MSS (St~
2 ABO add 3 4,5 and then read T3 S adds 55 unly

2 Osing. ¢ OSTsu,

5 ATV. “BOuJu

7 O skips to G &0 Yy

¥ SO T; other texts &b, :

18 BO pl. 1 A om. 12 5T g

13 ) skips to the same word in the l‘ollowmg phraa: (h N
4 Su in B. Other wexts: oyl -
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3 0 Hebrew speiling. Next three words are marg. in 8T. Om. in O.
4 ABO i BB e oo ¢ O inserts aia

¥ Cf. Samav’al, p. 21 ./6¢ 8 Oom.

% BOS ') sac Cf. Razl Muhassal. p. 155, 1. 21. 0 T sgmi‘d.
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1 End of text in Hirschicld's book.
2 Follows Samau’al, pp. 50 f.

3 ABO Gadd s 4 Samau’al, p. 54

5 O wa-. § O om. 7 ST om. .

8 Aom, % O} 4o Samav’al, p. 6. 10 ST om.
1 11 Kings 23:21-23. 12 ABO pu s 53 13 ST iy

14 Re women: Ezra g:1-5, 10-14, 10:10 ff.; Neh.13: 23~29; renb:mades

Ezra 3:4-6; Neh. 8:13-18. (The two booksmmgardmumevolumemthc
Hebrew Bible.)
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10 O 56 For the argument, cf. Guide, Bk. 111, chap. 29. O has a note: III 29.
11 B sing. 12 § — AT fem.
13 T om. the preceding word; has "ild. A it M ST wa.



38
oo e G004 0da Ol 2t Yy gt Y ST ety Gallalt a2 017 Ol
iy ¢ Lol a3 570 jaby Cuel Al e i Sl K O Sl
| Y

S £ 0 Dt Gl caialie Sl e Y il UG e e U
(Al dw Al el A SV éﬁguis ¢ and L 3 iy slacW!
o Lt UG e ot Cpladly Sl apge Jamy gL puie o W
S o b jLi.Jt):!Jd\ um._.;.!buf,u A UT g el
&L £ J gt u:-ﬂb«g_b-ﬁ‘ e gn adtly bl IS Gy R o >
OF (Zebal By bl CLELt dadl 3 Jﬁ p gl e R
tehits 2y ¢ wau.,«x...nu}w MJJL»J)J&AM MJ,‘
JORE IR f-’n-"» il y el R ek Ui iy b " e b2
ol e g Yy de S .qx,n‘,- gt 3 ol USS ¢gd la Je
o o u,o u._h,.u.;‘i;.t.d it g, wuld.&h.ru{.\.\.}tu'ﬁuY
N Yy ey Gk o cailas

a),,'.':u;.._xy"u-w"xr-u chedibd a2l oda I 4 ey o ™0 1
SAD fi Aty iy Wty gl Sla 3 Db gl uﬁu‘«ﬂ
bVt adk 38 .J.JJ!J: MAY“AQ.A{,_GEJAU‘Q‘H g o AS':L
U sy Lo Takh WY s e cleallz ety Slglly W
,;.wuht...sguw”,a"ugmmug\\.ﬁwu)nmdu_,.b.)
Al d..c.v,..hr._aww"uun,@u .4...‘_;, Ll at
;éi“-':'"‘-"”y‘wk‘«‘evbw Toe gVl 0 OF *-‘-U-:c"x"-

YT — ' ?Buwe-.

3 ST —. In O marg. note: III, 32; i.c., refmcetotthmd:(sec
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4T 4 wo-hmpa. SST;;.chofameuurc.
¢ ST —. TALS 5 AL

# ST add:

§ Ol bttt Lo Sl o O g O] vars iy SUEP Cpn Syl O i OV el o 29 WG
ol gyl O e G e LN b s [S LD LYl st w55 gy
10 8T oot . ’



83 A
il 5 g ST (JU“ G BLYY e OSSN a3 1 BLYY
A B 3 Ayl b OF g o 2la e by e iis 5

i

Ao ikl S

W) iy SN il Glivy 5l Sy Sl T Ll O
oot Lol e il OS5 . b2V 0l Qe dase 015 Ul b Jisly
L feadanal SA e pdali Ll g LIV ol OLYL (L;n, iladl
Al ey

| Y

f(,;.,,.\J\ da lpaday OV Ll o OIS (sl LS (gllallly syl O
ot OSS slovah (g)laiy Sy ! 0 O 8 b tdeadl UYL L by e e
- .u‘,l&“ sda )a\ !,JJ:.: ol

)

fl e S50 00 b (2SO plan W e 5T OV g
o o873 QUi POl Bkl SVB 0da Tan e ot by L0 S WS

I ST G o
éj YAt e e YIS G WL m‘—-‘ tdE O g
et OF ¢ ¢ BUT b - St Bl 7 (Wl 2 L7 87
Ol L EaUly Zaldl ST e i;\sutrmtm&‘jt:.s(l
Bl Bl o CBly d Ot ¢ el e d i W il f P e
P Lin e s Cam W sl 61 ¢ 6 o T Syl 0 F e gkl
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a8

£ QU OLY 23 B e S0 e B pgle OY 5 Al D sll3y L ude
19,5 4 Wy calils empy kil W oS Y il dallally Al o
e o By il Ut o U Le B &S Ol JW i e LU 6 Ly
Olay g (b 4my My el o Bl Wy Aallally sl oo g g o o )
: - Al

' Aoy "baid & YL 3 g Sl SIS 3 ey b LS La

o Gize b 55V ediy o 0l 1 U e e il ) Ve
A S kb e o) ik Yy

S I
il g § o Jo JU e &ty LAl e ,’\r._u\.t...‘ul

LA 4 GV L SIS U iy g A e pae b e ALl
;}.qlﬁs\Uh.ﬂdtU Ade dadiia pby et OU) o il D (need (Jo M
3y b L Ll e Ly LG e aslinat Yy ST YRl b e et &y
Tote ol ST 3 Dk W sy b Ly OTAN

o gy &l g S O g{-l f = dy as-|

R T A

Ol lls S hes diy b al gt e g A Opeaze W e il 5 LG
’ ool JB g e g JU

.WC‘Jdd}b(‘ﬁb“‘fﬁ‘f_)y'd)‘dr’)‘b.b(!‘r‘w),
B3 iy

JB S S ot J1 ot f"""" ds Y ‘_gm.T(,,... \,..,s,,

A oy B Y st Q1 sl 0L 2lle o S sl

N T

1 K 2:21(29). 2 OT. Jult 3 ST om. ten words. tAG
.5 A om. five words (h.). * K 54:45. This list occurs in Arba'in, pp.- gr3 f.
7K 8:7. B K 48:16. A ild ST + i

? X 30:1~3. A om. min. AQ o 1 K 41:53.
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1 K 24:54(55)- ¢ K 62:6-7. MSS wa-lan, ST with subj. 3 K 2:58(61).
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6 1bn Hinbal, Jiwnad, Vol. V, p. 278.

7 Ibid., Vol. TV, p. 257; Ibn 1shiq, pp. 947 ff. _

8 Bukhari, Jand'iz, no. 4, Vol. I, p. 315. Also Manikib al Ansir 38, vol. IT1, p. 28 {.
¥ Tbn Hanbal, Vol. 11, p. 161. 19 Ibid., Vol. 1V, pp. 263 f.

BA il 12 Cf. Kadi Nu‘man Da ‘@' im al-islam, Vol. I, p. 388.

T e psle Jbid., Vol 1V, p. 382. 1bn Sa'd Tabagdt, Bk. 11, chap. 2, p. 98, lines 20-21.
14 A 43! Ibn Hanbal, Vol. V, p. 221. -

15 Bukhan,Mma.pu.x‘An;ar,A,l Vol III P- 30 lbn Isha.q abs, 267.
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5 A e $A o, 70U 8 Ay
# ST om. six words. 10 ST om. five words. *
11 Prep. only in BO. 12 ST cont.: s &3 Jt Qs W
BO-—. 4 BO o4l (see note 10, p. 98).

15 AS bf-. 16 ST —. 1? ST wa-.

18 T two lines illegible. Presumably identical with S.

1% § cont.: Mcdldlw,ﬁo?lﬂ-“o\
‘Further ST: .
Al his da o JV o Ll S e Jildy iy edl G S 106 SN Bl e p Sy
OF Mpa iy Y B ST Y O U ity Sl sty 0 WS L B a Gyl

B e ke O Dyt Y UGY ale
20 A fe-, n A -

12 X 36:4.
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db et e Ul il — g e el e MaS L S Ol ¢ T K
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®Bac il ' * STyl iy il "3’1‘11 ,

BWBT —. U ST com. b g B ek
13 ST add géff and om. the next paragraph. “09}:
16 O two pages miming. BHP -~ PET+UL

WST-.  BAS—.  WST4. W MSSiadiar
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! ST balety. The passage follows Mungid, p. 43, last paragraph.
2 T cont.:

ol g oalaet A TU oY Ads ‘(U‘JH.;_,J, RO YT R WS L R
47— alniy w4 Ve o bl 3 T s gy gl e S Y LU G '-’YLC’J
o iy a1 e Y bty PSS a0 i Ho i e G
g [ é, oy _All .\L‘Ll‘_}.‘cu.”p ‘ybd.ﬂlo—__,"d; AJLJQIJLJ"U.QC‘_‘-L_,
de Yot LoVl GUSED 87 o ot i ST G B3 Ly S G S il 5 e U
Ko b o0 Ml adn 3 55T WY ade ol Ja Ot padll O U d-iic, Y]
2 ST ., 554 S A imperf,
4 T coit. g le J# LB Ol o (ie., confuses the two sayings).
2 ST nom. 1bn Maja, Sunan, al-Intifa. ¢ ST imperf.
7 T perf. Cf. Darimi, Sunan. Istidan 4. 8 S —. Cf. Bukhari, vol. 1,p. 26 £
? ST om.; cont. wa-. © ST —, it ST fa-
l*STonnt.:.;;,;,..uY‘.«.i;;,cpkat_,i.yto 13 ST we-.
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1 OST Ja )
¥ ST cont. ;G 4B JI 5 bt
3 ST cont. &> 3 L
4 ST =iy (first person).
5 A no wa.
s ST + b
7 ST comt.: i SY! p 57 Qr[}l,r-;l <t
8 STy sl Slisly Sigil
T adds ol ool ol |
A cont, ¥ Dhell L
BO concluue ke prayer: ., sl dls ak o bomeas,
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A
TITLE PAGE:
JEIEAE 5 b Oyl 2l e L3 Ml S s oS
\«k‘;—-’ o0 el 35 (g3l duy A L Oyl e o o el
ol €8 sgan
1 Sic ¢ With d instead of 4.

OPENING (cf. B):
AL T a o e
Gl o iU G Al Sl e ot afllae 3 3 Sl St U
B S gy
COLOPHON:
St gy gie U0 d DAVl By Il adl L2l NE el
AW o B Akl Sl e el (e (o3l el Sl Sy Al
S i 2 ub\ﬂ o dit bl (b Lk Blonnsy pedy o L
Ol el o ey 58T S o S L o ooy e
ooVl St Cats L (AW oWy LY oy ) sl
@-M‘ oy 4@'9‘ ﬂc--ﬂ‘ v J;'L
WJ&’JJ‘JL‘"J““"“
b 5 gl g S Ty
@ o 2t syl Sliie
DATE: January 2, 755/1354.
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TITLE:

BSEOR YOn(SY) Annanr mpin

OPENING: |

A Sl DR Jotai dia A JB Al a el ol -
ot 39 D L gl Sl e L .r,i’t A et
Sl Syl it s o b e ke e ) e WY LD
B, 6 doly @ 561 U Ladiy < JgVY o Lo 05T a5 Ul WDy 58

RN £

COLOPHON:

UYa L pua Ui nae A L o A gsle A sl 4
.(3&..3\,

The date in 679 H. = late October 1280.

Although the above 1> written in Hebrew characters, the following
is in the Arabic script:

S fe Y B o ey Ay JE oW e gy
| Syl kgt
In both scripts the following nuic appears:
St LA guge My G201 1N A} nid St 15

(i.e., by a Karaite.). The following also appears in both scripts,
not without mistakes.

o g e O O ey e T DLW ey (ST Bl gy )
bate ek g by O Ol (b S
In this MS, at the end of Ibn-Kammiina's second treatise (on
the differences between Rabhanites and Karaites), the date 1652

of the Seleucid era (=1341) is given, either as that of the MS or
of the MS from which it was copied.
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o
OPENING: ‘
The opening is as in B, but reads o4 2324 and om. o~ &
Colophon:

Also as in B. Seven pages of notes contain also two Hebrew
notes by an owner, dated 1664 of the Seleucid era (=1353).

S
COLOPHON:
Ll & g 2 a5 o el p gy ASH Ma £ A &
caly G el 3 i all sy e (LY e Al ¢ uage il p &y gl
dan domy ade daw oGS L 2 G o
Presumably -, the fifth of the month, would refer to
August 25, 696/12g7.

‘ T
TITLE:

WSy dand SO LY SV mds DL,

The Tanqth is followed by Samau’al al-Maghribi’s Ifham
al-Yahud, at the end of which the copyist signs his name and
indicates the place and time: Muhammad b. Masd wrote in
Shiraz in 685 ?1286).'
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. MSin the |

xii EXAMINATION OF THE INQUIRIES INTO THE THREE FAITHS

in Teheran,! in a volume that also contains Samau’al al-Maghribi’s Silencing the
Fews® (written over a century mrlicr) and a philosophical epistle from Ibn Kammiina
to his son. The manuscript is in poor condition. The Examination is copied on one
hundred and ten pages of nineteen lines to a page, in a Persian hand. The Samav’al -
ext follcwmg states that the manuscnpt was written near Shiraz in 685/1286, ]

A volume of Tbn Kammunas treatizes, in various hands, on narrow sheets, in
the Suleymaniye Library, Istanbul, gives a text that generally shows a tcmarkablc B
‘2ffinity with the Teheran copy. It neglects diacritical points frequently; it carries
the date 696/1297, and was prepared in the Madraza Nuriya in Mosul.3

"Che manuscript in-the Biblioteca .‘mgchca, Rome, is a ‘well written copy dated
755/¢454. Both the copy:st and the Christian annotator lived in' Mardin.4 From
Mardin, also, comes'the copy in Hebrew characters, now in Berlin; made in 1652
of the Seleucid éra {=1341). This volume contains the only copy of our author’s
work on the differences between rabbinic Jewry and the Kar&uta % The date of -
writing is-given in this manuscnpl as 679/1280.

The second copy in chm characters is in the Bodleian lerary, Oxford as

. MS§ Hnnungmn 390. One owner purchased it' it 1664 of the Scleucid era (= 1353). '
“Some pages are missing, and a different hand appears toward the end.$

The fact that the texts, including those in Hebrew characters, contain eulogy
formulas for the prophet of | Islam gave rise to the notion that the author might have
been coniverted to Istam. But it is more plausible that thev were penned by Muslim
rcopyists,? Pdaibly thé original had mentioned “God’s chosen prophét,” a non-
cuxpmmal formula, equally acceptable to Jews (with réference to Moses) and to

tslims (with reference to Muhammad). D. H. Bancth suggested that the author
had sought, by using Islamic eulogies, to pave the way for his tract among Muslim
readers, ‘and to placate them in advancé, which vas an acccptablc position for a
philosopher to whom al religions were. if not cquaﬂy valid, at least equally creations
of divine providence.

A translation of the work is expectéd 16 follow the present publication.

l Y Eueumn, Ca&élogw des mss; pmau of @rabss & l« h&u&mn& Mmblm (‘l‘d:nn 1933), gﬂg,
JLMM (Ba;hdadgr\/ol Ile
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of:@;; s eo[_,ﬂ.ray:c__Man : ptx q! vr (19593 p. ﬁ,&ﬂdnm 3;_8 . fer
t  was ntcdout mcby P-.{of;igw‘ﬂ. jxter. T is ¢f u!"auh 3:4;. 5
A G £ailbge "w deli’ a&mam (l"hn:noe .
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nat wonld mmpposc llutdlc MSSmﬂebfewchuacm
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EXAMINATION f £ ROQUVIRIES INTCG THE TEREE FAITHS  xi

discussion of the majoriic faith, ana, preuni  the fate of the zuthor, are 1o be seen
agatust the pasticular background, pred:caterd vpon the tims and place of the author.

The book consists f firar gnctions: ore on religion and prophethood in general,
and one on each of the n:onotheistic faiths. The discussion is dispassionate, claims
to be and tries to appent nprejudiced and objective, treating all parties with equal
detachment. The most important section i8 that on Islam. From a somewhat parallel
work by our author on inter-Jewish dissensions (between rabbinic Jewry and Kara.
ites)1 we see that he quite consciously pursued this line of eliminating heat while
throwing light on the preblem under discussion. The Examination is indeed a piece
of comparative religious study by a thirteenth-century author.

Ibn Kammiina uses extensively quotations and expositions of passages from earlier
authors, in an eclectic excerpting manner, in order to give the various factions their
say. What remains original is the approach, and the spirit of fairness, which the
author consciously and explicitly sought to apply.

It is known that the book evoked two Muslim rerorts that, it would seem, have
not been preserved.? A third, a brief and meager sketch, is preserved in an Istanbul
manuscript.$ A Christian retort is_contained in 2 bulky series of notes by a four-
teenth-century author, Ibn al-Mahriima.¢ And apart from those literary echaoes, we
know that the book itself was used as a pretxt: for a mob attack.§

Ibn Kammina’s works, especially on philbsophy, were known, used, and studied
in later times.8 A century ago, Moritz Steinschneider felt that the Examination was
perhaps the most interesting piece of medieval interreligious controversy in Arabic,
and was, indeed, a summary and compendium of this literary genre.? David H.
Baneth, in a penctrating study of the book, noted that Ibn Kammiina's writings
were “exceptionally interesting documents of the rationalist trend in the middle
ages.”8 Apart from the guotations adduced by these scholars, a section of the chapter
on Judaism was published by Leo Hirschfeld.®

The present edition is based on five manuscripts. Two of these are in Hebrew
characters, and ane is of Christian origin. The oldest is in the Library of the Majlis

M-MMJH’ H&(Gﬁnp: 1908), I1; A. S. Trinton, The Caliphs and Their Non-Muslim
Subjecus (1930), pp- 56~76; . Tajir (‘hgher Mm-MM {Cairo: 1931}, pp. 172-194; M, Belin
: ]awmlAmﬁ)w, 1851-1852; and M. in Bulletin of the Scheal ’ md.{ﬁm&hdm.s

Wﬁmummmmm H. Hirchfeld in Arabic Chrastomathy in Hebrew Characters
(Lcndon ﬁa), pp- 69103, D KM&LMWWWM&MM:

" SuStunwhneder a. &, pp. ¢7 £, 107, .
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x EXAMINATION OF THE INQUIRIES INTC THE THREE TAITH

thirteenth century, a province capital within the empire of the ilkhde, the Mongol
rulers in Iran-Iraq who were nominally dependent on Kubiai Khan's {1259~1294)
Far Eastern empire, that creation of Jingiz Khan.

The Mongol rulers were pagans or Buddhists. Not until 1295, a decade after the
death of our suthor, did the ilkhan Ghazan, (1295-1304) embrace Islam, the religion
of the overwhelming majority of the population of the ilkhans’ empire. Thus, by the
time the Examination was written, lslam had been, for a generation (since the Mongol
conquest in 1258) the majority faith in Baghdad, but not the daminant faith. It had
been reduced to the status of one of the officially tolerated faiths—that is, to the
status allotted to the Christians and J«ws under Muslim domination.

This possibly accounts for the frank criticism displayed by our- author in his
discussion of Istam. Though most of the arguments he adduced may occur in dis-
cussions by Muslim authors, the cumulative sting of their array was no doubt
resented by some people as malevolent and arrogant,

Furthermore, we notice that the chronicler sets the agitation against Ibn Kammina
not in the year the Examination was written, 1280 (the date is known from the manu-
scripts) but four years later. Certain conditions of the time may serve w explain
this outbreak. The conqueror of Baghdad and founder of the ilkhan dynasty, Hulagu
(d. 1265), had been succeeded by his brother Abaqa (1265-1282), and it was in
Abaga’s reign that Ibn Kammiina was active and that the Examingtion was written.
Abaga was in turn succeeded by his brother Nikudar, who embraced Islam and
reigned as Ahmed (1282-1284). But this Muslim ruler was overthrown by Abaqa’s
son, Arghun (1284-1291), who, like his father, was a Buddhist. The overthrow of
the Muslim ruler by the non-Muslizn ruler took place in the same year (1284) as
the Ibn Kammiina incident. Perhaps there is some connection between the events:
the irritation of the Muslim populace was expressed in an agitation against the four-
year-old treatise that was reputedly critical of Islam. [Cf. p. 103, n. 4]

As a rule; religious discussions under the thirteenth-century Mongol rulers were
frequent and free. It 18 well known that Christendom entertained high hopes that
the Mongols would one day join its folkd and, in a concerted effort against common
enemies, mainly the Mamluk empire in Egypt-Syria, help release the last remnants
of the Crusaders’ possessions from Islamic pressure and open new avenues of contact
with the East. In the West, this hope was nurtured by—and in turn nurtured— -
the lore of Prester John, the legendary head of a2 mighty, righteous, Christian state
that was believed to exist somewhere in the Far East !

But apart from these concrste conditions of the times, there had developed over
the centuries an Arabic literature of controversy among the monotheistic faiths.
Indeed, it seemed to have been fostered in the period of the Crusades.? The Examirs-
timisawkofthisgmu,whhiumuiu-oldhimny, butpm‘hapsiuouupoken

xs«ws ,ThMuluanrH
ot puler m (la;_hn znqs-gsmfll#)l’*nh(ed

in arabischer i
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fhr la. - & wrote : “He 18 10 the Masltns what Nebuchsdnezzar was 1 the Children
of Israel.”” {/.wd'd, p. lqo,quaedbyGoHnwmde
vol. 62, p. 26.}

See also

Richaru J. H. Gottheil in “Dhimmis and Moslems in Egypt,” in Old Tostament and Semitic



INTRODUCTION

Sa‘p my Manstr Ien Kisutina, a well-known oculist and teacher of philosophy,
lived in Baghdad during the thirteenth century. He was a distinguished member of
the Jewish community.

His writings, of which several volumes have been preserved, are mostly on phil-
ozophy. As to his biography, only two brief notes are available, both in the works of
a contemporary chronicler. Under the year 1284 we find the following !

In this year {683/1284) iv became known in Baghdad that the Jew ‘Izz al-Daula Ibn Kammiina had
written a volume entitled The Inguiries on the TAvse Faiths, in which he displayed impudence in the discus-
sion of the prophecics. God keep us from repeating what he said. The infuriated mob rioted, and massed
to attack his house and to kill him. The amir Tamaskai, prefect of Iraq, Majd-al-din b. al Afir, and a
group of high officialy rode forth to the Mustangitiya madrasa, and summoned the supreme judge and
the [law) teachers to hold e hearing on the affair. They sought Ibn Kammina but he was in hiding.
That day happened to be a Friday. Fhe supreme judge set out for the prayer service but, as the mob
blocked him, he returned to the Musuamgriva. Ibn al-Atir stepped out o calm the crowds, but these
showered abuse upon him and accused him of being on. the side of Ibn Kammiina, and of defending
his. Then, upan the prefect’s order, it was heralded in Baghdad that, early the following morning,

outside the city wall, Ibn Kammina would be burned. The mob subsided, and no further reference to
1ba Kamumniina was made.

As for Ibn Kammiine, he was put intw a teather-covered box and carried to Hilla where his son was
then serving as official. There he aayed for a time until he died.

The author of the chronicle that contains this passage also wrote a biographical
dictionary that includes a brief note about Ibn Kammiina. It stresses the scientific-
philosophic erudition and fame of the man and mentions that he died in 683 H.,
that is, in the very year of the riot incident. ... It would seem certain therefore
that his-death was hastened, if not caused, by the mental and physical strain of the
riot against him and his subsequent flight and probably financisl ruie ™

These notes locate our author? in Baghdad which was, in the sccond half of the

qh.;w M&Jﬁ-‘-wwqdwl&}ww 1932},

mﬂmN mlmmﬂy(k\hb&ds 1963) mnalyzing Ibn al Fuwail's note found in
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN FOOTNOTES

. A = MS of Biblioteca Angelica, Rome

B = Berdin MS

O = MS of the Bodleian, Oxford

S = MS in the Suleymaniye (Fatih), Istanbul

T = MS of the Library of the Majlis, Teheran
.+ = add(s}, addition -
—, om. = omils, omission

Roman numerals refer to the Arabic conjugation
. A om. five words = In MS A the next five words arc missing.
B wa- = In B the word is preceded by wa.

T -hv = In T the word ends in Au.

. masc. = masculine act. = active
fem. = feminine pass. = pasive
sing. = singular T acc. = ACCUSAtive
pl. = plural prep. = preposition
perf. = perfect subj. = subjunctive
imperf, = imperfec: marg. = margin, marginal, in the margin
nom, = nominative : h. = homoeotelcuton .
obl. = oblique case art. = article

. Guide = Maimonides, Daldlat al-Ha'irin

K = Koran

Kh = Kitb al-Khazari by Yehuda Hallewi. Das Buch Al-Chazari . , . hrsg. v. Hartwig Iliischfeld

{Leipzig: 1887).

Rizi = Muhammad Ibn ‘Umar Fakir ad-din ar-Razi. Hs works:

a) K. Muhagsal afkds al-mutagaddimin wa-l-muts’akhkhirin (Cairo: 1363/1905)

b) Ma'dlim 'usil ad-din, on the margin of (@)

c) K. al-arha'in fi 'usil ad-din (Hyderabad: 1353/1935)

d) K. al-Mabahit al-Mashrigiva (Hyderabad: 1343/1925; Tcheran: 1966}

. Samau’al = Sarnau’al al-Maghribi, Ifadm al-Yghid, ed. Moshe Perlmann (i¢w York: Iﬂ)
[Proceedings of the American Academy for Jewish Research, vol. XXX11)

’
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EXAMINATION F AR INQUIRIES INTC THEZ TRREE FAITHS «

discussion of the malor: - faldk, ana, praani | the fate of tar author, are 10 be seen
against the particalar baclgroong, predicar= vpon the time and place of the author.

The book consists of four soctions: cne on religion and prophethood in general,
and one on each of th= ronutheistic faiths. The discussion is dispassionate, claims
to be and tries to appear unprejudiced and objective, treating all parties with equal
detachment. The most important sectien is that on Islam. From a somewhat paraliel
work by our author om inter-Jewish dissensions (between rabbinic Jewry and Kara-
ites)! we sce that he quite consciously pursued this line of eliminating heat while
throwing light en the preblem under discussion. The Examiagtion is indeed a piece
of comparative religious study by a thirteenth-century author.

Ibn Kammina uses extensively quotations and expositions of passages from ecarlier
authors, in an eclectic excerpting manner, in order to give the various factions their
say. What remains original is the approach, and the spirit of fairness, which the
author conscicusly and explicitly sought to apply.

It is known that the book evoked two Muslim reforts that, it would seem, have
not been preserved.2 A third, a brief and meager sketch, i3 preserved in an Istanbul
manuscript.? A Christian retort is contained in a bulky series of notes by a four-
teenth-century author, Ibn al-Mahriima.4 And apart from those literary echoes, we
know that the hook itself was used as a pretext: for a mob attack.s

Ibn Kammiiria's works, especially on philosophy, were known, used, and studied
in later times.® A century ago, Moritz Steinschneider felt that the Examination was
perhaps the most intcresting piece of medicval interreligious controversy in Arabic,
and was, indeed, a suntmary and compendium of this [iterary genre.? David H.
Bane¢th, in a penetrating study of the book, noted that lba Kammiina's writings
were “‘exceptionally interesting documents of the rationalist trend in the middle
ages.”® Apart from the quotations adduced by these scholars, a section of the chapter
on Judaism was published by Leo Hirschfeld.?

The present edition is based on five manuscripts. Two of these are in Hebrew
characters, and one i of Christian origin. The oldest is in the Library of the Majlis
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in Teheran,! in a volume that also contains Samaw’al al-Maghribi's Silencing the
Fews? {written over a century earlier) and a philosophical epistle from Ibn Kammiina
to his sori, The manuacnpt is in_poor conditjon. The Exammnation is copied on one
hundrzd and ten pages of nineteen lines to a page. in a Persian hand. The Samav’ al
text following states that the manuscnpt was written near Shiraz in 685/1286.

A volume of Ibn Kammiina’s treatizes, in various hands, on narrow sheets, in
the Sileymaniye Library, Tstanbul, guﬁ a texi that generally shows a remarkable
affinity with the Teheran copy. It neglects diacritical points frequently; it carries
th date 666/1297, and was prepared in the Madrasa Nariva in Mosul.3 ‘

he manuscript in the Biblioteca Angelica, Rome, is a well written copy dated
755/1354. Both the copyist and the Christian annotator lived in” Mardin.4 From
Mardin, alse, comes the copy in Hebrew characteré, now in Berlin, made in 1652
of the Seleucid era (=r1341). This volume tontains the only copy of our author’s -
work on the differences between rabbinic Jewry and the Karaites.5 The date of
writing is given'in t}us manuscnpt as 679/1380.

Thie second copy in Hebrew éharacters is in the Bodleian Library, Oxford as
-MS Huntmgtcm 9g0. One owner purchased it in 1664 of the Seleucid era (= 1353)
Some pages arc missing, and a different hand appears toward the end.®

The fact that the texts, mcludmg those in Hebrew characters, contain eulogy
formulas for the’ prophct of Islam gave rise to the notion that the author might have
been converted to'Islam. But it is more plausible that thew were penned by Muslim
repvists,? Posgibly the original had mentioned “God’s chosen prophet,” a non-
committal formula, equally acceptable 1o Jews (with reference to Moses) and to
Mhslims (with reference to Muhammad). D. H. Baneth suggested that the author
had sought, by using Islamic eulogies, to pave thie way for his tract among Muslim
readers, and to. placate them in advance, which was an acceptable position for a
philosopher to whom all religions were. if not equally valid, at least cqually creations
of divine providence,

A wranstation of the ‘work is expected to follow the present publication.

1 Y Enesann, Cétaloguiuuw ‘persans et aubadcla&bbatbqudnb{a@hu (Tehmn 1933). I, lﬂg,
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x EXAMINATION OF THE INQUIRIES INTC THE THREE FAITH.

thirteenth century, a province capital within the empire of the ilkkdas, the Mongol
rulers in Iran-Iraq who were nominally dependent on Kublai Khaa's {1259-1294)
Far Eastern empire, that creation of Jingiz Khan.

The Mongol rulers were pagans or Buddhists. Not until 1295, a decade after the
death of our author, did the ilkhan Ghazan, (1295-1304) embrace Islam, the religion
of the overwhelming majority of the population of the ilkhans’ empire. Thus, by the
time the Examination was written, Islam had been, for a generation (since the Mongol
conquest in 1258) the majority faith in Baghdad, but not the dominant faith. It had
been reduced to the status of one of the officially tolerated faiths—that is, to the
status allotted to the Christians and Je-vs under Muslim domination.

This possibly accounts for the frank criticism displayed by our author in his
discussion of Islam. Though most of the arguments he adduced may oceur in dis-
cussions by Muslim authors, the cumulative sting of their array was ro doubt
resented by some people as malevolent and arrogant.

Furthermore, we notice that the chronicler sets the agitation against Ibn Kammiina
not in the year the Examination was written, 1280 (the date is known from the manu-
scripts) but four years later. Certzin conditions of the time may serve to explain
this outbreak. The conqueror of Baghdad and founder of the ilkhan dynasty, Hulagu
(d. 1265), had been succeeded by his brother Abaqa (1265-1282), and it was in
Abaqa’s reign that Ibn Kammiina was active and that the Examiration was written.
Abaga was in turn succeeded by his brother Nikudar, who embraced Islam and
reigned as Ahmed (1282-1284). But this Muslim ruler was overthrown by Abaga's
son, Arghun (1284-1291), who, like his father, was a Buddhist. The overthrow of
the Muslim ruler by the non-Muslim ruler took place in the same year (1284) as
the Ibn Kammiina incident. Perhaps there is some connection between the events:
the irritation of the Muslim populace was expresed in an agitation against the four-
year-old treatise that was reputedly critical of Islam. [Cf. p. 103, n. 4]

As a rule, religious discussions under the thirteenth-century Mongol rulers were
frequent and free. It is well known that Christendom entertained high hopes that
the Mongols would one day join 1ts fold and, in a concerted effort against common
enemies, mainly the Mamluk empire in Egypt-Syria, heip release the last remnants
of the Crusaders’ possessions from Islamic pressure and open new avenues of contact ;
with the East. In the West, this hope was nurtured by—and in turn nurtured— -
the lore of Prester John, the legendary head of a mighty, righteous, Christian state
that was believed 10 exist somewhere in the Far East.1

But apart from these concrete conditions of the times, there had developed over
the centuries an Arabic liverature of controversy among the monotheistic faiths.
Indeed, it seemed 1o have been fostered in the period of the Crusades.® The Exgming-
mnuaworkofthmgmnwuhmmnmddhnmry butp:zhapsmouq:okﬂl

1 See Bertold Spuler, The Muslim World (Leiden l! and Dis in Fran (ad
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Richary §. H. Gottheil in “Dhinmis and Moslems in Egypt,” in Old Tedemmi and Semitic



INTRODUCTION

Sa‘D B MansOr Inv Kiumitna, a well-known oculist and teacher of philosophy,
lived in Baghdad during the thirteenth century. He was a distinguished member of
the Jewish community.

His writings, of which several volurnes have been preserved, are mostly on phil-
osophy. As to his biography, only two brief notes are available, both in the works of
a contemporary chronicler. Under the year 1284 we find the following:!

In this year (683/1284) it became known in Baghdad that the Jew ‘I2z al-Daala Ibn Kammiina bad
written a volume entitied The Inguiries on the Threr Faiths, in which he displayed impudence in the discus-
sion of the prophecics. God keep us from repeating what he said. The infuriated mob rioted, and massed
to attack his house and to kill him. The amir Tamaskai, prefect of Iraq, Majd-al-din b. al Ajir, and a
group of high officials rode forth to the Mustangiriya madrasa, and summoned the supreme judge and
the {law] teachery to hold a hearing on the affair. They sought Ibn Kammina but he was in hiding.
That day happened to be a Friday. The supreme judge set our for the prayer service but, as the mob
blocked him, he returned 1o the Mustangriva. Iba al-Atir stepped out to calm the crowds, but these
showered abuse upon him and accused him of being on the side of Ibn Kammiina, and of defending
his. Then, upoa the prefect’s order, it was heralded in Baghdad that, carly the following morning,
outside the city wail, Ibn Kammiina weuld be burned. The mob subsided, and no further reference to
Ibn Kammilns was made.

As for 1bn Kammiina, he was put into a leather-covered box and casried to Hilla where his son was
then serving as official. There he siayed for a tiree until he died.

The author of the chronicle that contains this passage also wrote a biographical
dictionary that includes a brief note about Ibn Kammina. It stresses the scientific-
philosophic erudition and fame of the man and mentions that he died in 683 H,,
that is, in the very year of the riot incident. “... It would seem certain therefore
that his death was hastened, if not caused, by the mental and physical strain of the
riot against him and his subsequent flight and probably financizl ruim ™2

These notes locate our anthor® in Baghdad which was, in the sccond half of the

‘IhﬂMMd-ﬁ-" o we-kisdrib ennif's, od. by M. Jawid (Baghdad: 1gsa),

™ ﬁmn in his study (in Reows des Etndes Fvives, 1963) analyzing Ibn sl Fuwag’s note found in

ebadid Vol. IV, pt. i, ed. by M., Jawd (Demmscus: 1
ss uEnsﬂfu&n ’ﬁ':mmmb’na‘idu(u-muh hﬂnauma

Jon XamenOna & Wmum(&nmmwm 1953},
cl'.th:j F-cbdm in the Bcomernic and Peliticol Lifs of Madieosl Isiam, Royal Asiatic
WM.! , XXIL, in the note on Ibn Kammiina (pp. 134-136).
Henoe _‘mm-}.ﬂm and M. Zobel in the Judaica (...%...: ig3t), VIR, col.
L, and G. Serion s Juedection fo She of Sciencs {Balaznore: 1931), LI, 825, are unsati
m That ix true adso of the note i Cerl ‘s Grachichis der arabischen Lilteratwr (Leiden),
Sum:mmtl(xymkﬂf and Supplesnent HI {1940). 1242,
r, it ;may be unted that um:odhmrh;dﬁrhnamhwm&mmuaxlabhm
qﬁh;hnnth&n::}hjim&ﬁ. mﬁ&lﬁ;ﬂbﬁmnm lldunl).V(xgm).
a3 hia v by m'z-nh&aé u,..- jﬂ:]nu(nd
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