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THE MEMORY OF THE PROPHET'S BIRTH-DAY

by

AHMED HASSAN EL-ZAYAT
Editor - in - Chief

The memory of the birth-day
of our prophet Mohamed - peace be
upon him - is in fact the memory
of the rise of the spirit, the birth of
liberty and the establishment of the
morals. His brith was the first resu-
rrection that purified the souls, con-
structed the worled and initiated the
rights of man. In that it acts as well
as the last resurrection which will
save the spirit, commence the here-

after and announce the sovereignty
of God.

The world was then in a turm-
oil wherein people were enslaved by
materialism, subjected to lust and
ruled by force. It led a life without
ideals, a life void of noble impulses,
human values and heavenly guidan-
ce. As such it was reigned by the
animal side in man. Bestiality was
the dominant tactor. Conquering was
man’s aim in life. Lust was his guid-
ance. Egoism was his law. He was
nothing but, lust, prejudice and ani-
mality. Siffed to ears in lust he wen;
too far to make intercourse with
any woman permissible to any man.
Conquered by materialism he deified
stone and wood. Driven by Egoism
he went to the extent of killing his
sons in fear of poverty and need.

Such was the world before the
advent of Mohamed - peace be upon
him. By his advent a door leading
to heaven was opened through the
cave of Hirraa. From whence the
angels of God have descended and
the word of God has been revealed
to such disintegrated and misguided
world. Consequently the secret of
life, the meaning of immortality and
the truth of God were instilled into
man's mind. Hence the man of the
world felt that he has affinity with
Heavens which was cut down by a
long period of neglect and that he
is promised a letter life which he
was unable to look for because of
his ignorance. Being enlightened in
such matters he looked to the far
horizon, aimed at coming to the high
summit to realise his hopes in a better
life through heavenly guidance. This
led him to follow the guidance of
the prophet revealed to him in the
silence of Hirraa at the top of the
hill, to ponder upon the secrets of
the universe as shown in the inspir-
ing valley and the dreadful space, to

‘praise and glorify the existing gran-

deur and to dissolve in the absolute
existence.

The creed before the advent of




Mohamed was either the annihilat-
ion of the soul or the anuihilation
of the bodv. It was either the judge-
ment of God or the judgement of
man. It was either the predominance
of religion or the predominance of
the temporal iife. But to institute a
relation between the subjectivity and
the objectivity, between the lamp
and the light, between this world
and the hereafter and between the
human will and the divine will was
in fact the real purpose oif Mchamed’s
mission to this universe and its
realization was Mohamed’s duty as
ordained to him by God.

Before the advent of Mohamed
the worid was crippled by an intel-
lectual slavery which killed initiative
and deprived man cf his right to
think and a corporeal slavery waich
deprived him his right to act. There
was no system to govern family
affairs. Neither was there any law
to govern the tribe nor any consti-
tution to govern the nation, nor any
legislation to regulate t'e creed. It
was an oppressive tvranny which
had exceeded all bounds and to
which both the society and the in-
devidual submit. It was up to the
father to decide the life and death
of his sons as a rule of na'ure. The
head of the clan had by traditions
the right to enforce his people to do
or to abstain from doing according
to his will. The king as well had the
right to subjugate his people in the
name of religion. The priest too was
allowed to mislead the people de-

pending upon their ignorance. Those
four only were the leaders who
enjoyed their rights while all others
were fallowers, slaves and neglected.

When Mohamed had been sent
by God to guide the people to the
way of Allah and to be a mercy to
the whole universe, he gave birth to
liberty, set minds free and ordered
people to vie with each other in doing
good, to co'operate in the welfare of
the society and to compete to win
priority by piety. He strengthened
the ties amongst people by encourag-
ing love and friendships. He institut-
ed equality to realise fair dealing.
He had won the hearts of his People
bv love and justice in a way that
made the weal feel that he is sup-
ported by all the powers of God,
the poor that ali the wealth of the
government is at his d:i"osal and the
lonely that all the mcslems are his
brethren. The propliet too obliterated
all racial distinctions and territorial
demarcations. He made the whole
world one country for all the people
and all the nations one united family
governed by mutuai love and direc-
ted by equality and justice. In such
family every member has the right
to see his Caliph at any time with-
out interveution or permission. As
well he is free to pray and to per-
form his religions duties without

any intericrence.
God bless the cave of Thor for
it was the birth place of liberty. God
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bless as well the cave of Hirraa for
it was the place of the Solu’s ins-
piration. No wonder for:Thor is in the
mount of salvation and Hirraa is in
the mount of glorifications.

The world was before the birth
of Mohamed suifering from the dis-
integration of morals and manhood,
and the egoism and
falsehood. The force was subduing
justice, relationship was subjugatin
rights, the authority of capital was
degrading humanity and the excess
of luxuries was annihilating bravery.
Commercial dealings were most un-
fair. Breach of faiti was prevalent,
Peuple were behaving like beasts of
prey. Taey were always waging wars,
and disputes. Their deads
governed by deceit, prejudice and
avarice. But when the great hero and
the perfect

reigning of

were

man had appeared, his
manners and good deeds became a
striking example of perfect behaviour.
He behaved in compliance with relig-
ious institutions to teach people by
the force of example, to train them
by practice and to regulate their
instincts by offering the model. His
character and call impressed his
people and reformed their ways of
life. After indulgence in sanguine
deeds, animosity and disunity they
were reduced to love, friendship
and unity. He guided them by the
light of the Koran and ruled them
by his traditions. He moved them to

attack the corruption and immorality
of the world. Therein they succeeded
in reforming a corrupted world, in
cvilizing and educating its people.

Such are the trains of thought
whict the memory of the birth-day
of the prophet excite in the minds
of true and grateful believers. Such
memory moves us in the meantime
to ask what is now remaining in
the hearts of moslims, of the spirit,
liberty and moral of Mohamed peace
and blessings be up.n him! Alas
Moslems are now leading a life of
no importance. They are no maore
than playthings. They are no more
than the serfs of the land. They are
no more than the barbarians of the
age of ignorance! Could that be
their status if they had followed the
teachings of their religion and made
it their guidance in life and if they
had made the sa ings c¢f the prophet
their directive wand the life of their
forefathers their example ?

The memory of the birth-day
of the prophet is the memory of the
liberation of humanity from the bon-
dage of illusions, tvranny, and igno-
rance. As such it would be incumb-
ent upon the Iree and conscious
hearts to bow in reverence and to
glorify the memory of the prophet
of monotheism and unity, the mess-
enger of democracy and freedom and

the propagator of peace, love and
brotherhood.



"ISLAM : THE RELIGION OF MIND
AND KNOWLEDGE

by

His Eminence Shaykh Mahfnour! Shaltout
Rector of Al-Azhar University

The strong appeal of the Quran
to reflect on the dominion of the
heaven and the earth is a handsome
demonstration of the status of both
mind and knowledge from Islam’s
point of view. This is simply because
mind is the means of thinking which
produces fruitful knowledge. Accord-
ingly all the Quranic verses instiga-
ting the believers to such reflection
are meant to declare the value of
the mind and draw the attention of
the people to elevate and strengthen
it. These verses also declare the
value of knowledge and the import-
ance of acquiring it in order to
enable man to conceive facts, to rid
himself of the fetters of ignorance
and to emancipate himself from the
servitude of fallacies and superstit-

ions.

By so doing Islam has been
the religion of thinking, mind and
knowledge. The attitude of the Mess-
enger of God is quite satisfactory to
account for this argument. He did
not prove his - message -

thro'u'gh -

superpatural signs as vehemently
demanded by his people, but only
through reasoning and sound reilec-
tion. In this respect God the Almighiy
says;: " Yet they say : “ why are not
signs sentdown to him from his
Lord 2’ Say : ‘ the signs are indeed
with God : and [ am indeed a clear
warner: And is it not enough for
them, that We have sent down to
you the book which is rehearsed to
them ? Verily, in it is Mercy and a
reminder to those who believe.”
( Surah. 29, Vs. 50-51).

Moreover, Islam has honoured
the mind and stated that whoso
neglects it will be punished on the
day of Resurrection. It narrates what
would be the discourse of those who
disregard their mind and missed
the straight path by saying: “ They
will further say :had we but listened
or used our intelligence, we should
not ( now ) be among the companio-
ns of the blazing fire ” ( Surah. 67.
Vs. 10). It as well has honoured

‘knowledge and classified its possessors
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n the third category after God and
Angels; “ God bears witness that
there is no God but He-and the
angels and men possessed of know-
ledge uPholding justice.” ( Surab. 3,
Vs. 18 }: and confined the fear of
God only to them because they have
conceived God's power and greatn-
ess: “onlv those of His servants
fear God who have knowledge.”
( Surah. 33, Vs. 28). Being as sush
depicted Islam has prohibited the
following of conjecture and instead
has erected faith on an unequivocal
proof as well as on conclusive
arguments; say : ‘have you any
{ certain ) knowledge ? 1f so, produce
it before us. You follow nothing but
Conjectu you do nothing but lie (S
6, Vs. 148 “ But most of them fol-
low nothing but fancy: truly fancy
can be of no avail against truth "
( Surah. 10, V. 36);

“But they have no
therein. They follow nothing but con-
jecture ; and conjecture avails nothing
against truth.” (S. 53, V. 28) and
“And pursue not that of which you
have no knowledge ; for every act of
hearing or of seeing, or of ({eeling
in ) the heart will be enquired into
(on the Day of Resurreciion). (Surah
17, V. 36).

To ascertain the importance
and value of knowledge, Islam has
called it authority in many Qur'anic
verses; “ Those who dispite concer-
ning the signs of God, without any
authority come to them, very hateful
is that in the sight of God and the

knowledge |

believers.” ( Surah. 40, Vs 35 ) and
“ Those who dispute about the signs
of God without any authority besto-
wed on them - there is nothing in

their hearts but (the quest of) pride,
that they shall never attain” ( Surah.
40, Vs. 56).

The Qur'an opposes imitation

and blames the imitators :

There are too many verses in
the Qur'an which denoun blind
imitation and imitators whose chief
interest is only to follow the same
course of their fore fathers and to
inherit their old dogmas and tradi-
tion without any merits save they
are olny fathers or ancestors as if
priority of time gives holincss to the
old systems, beliefs and interpreta-
tions of texts. Accordingly they stick
to the old opinions depriving them-
selves of men’s specific characteristic;
that is mainly searching and medita-
tion. In this respect God says :
“When it is said to them: ‘follow

what God has revealed’ they say :i
‘nay! we shall follow the ways o
our fathers; what! even though
their fathers were void of wisdom
and guidance” {Surah. 2, V. 170] and
also says: “When it is said to them

‘come to what God has revealed;
come to the messengers, they say:
‘enough for us are the ways we
found our fathers following., what!
even though their fathers were void
of knowledge and guidance.” (Surab.

5 V. 104}



Immutability hinders the prin-

ciple of evolution.

Thus the Quran tells us that
such People had been sticking to the
inherited thoughis and dogmas ana
had been regarding such abstract
ideas as the inheritance of land or
of any other material properiy.
Those people were completely satis-
fied of what they had
without  causing

inherited
themselves any
trouble to evolve or promote their
standard of both kuoowledge and

action. There is no doubt that such

an attitude contradicts the nature of

the universe as well the

ure of every being which
basicly characterized by growth and
generation,

as nat-

is

However, the intellcctual repro-
duction tike that of man, animal and
plant-is envitably needed in life.
And if the intellectual faculties of
man stop functioning, he will be
confronted and puzzelled by the
copious reproduction of other organ-
isms and, in sequence, will be unable
to organize or make use of these
creatures which were principally
created to be in his service. Conse-
quently he would fail in his mission
for which he has been chosen since

the dawn of humanity; that is to be
God’s regent on earth,

Sticking to old opinions is a

plunder to man's specific qualilg.

Sticking to the old opinions is a
manitest plunder to man's spo>citic
cheracteristic i.e., mind which differ-
entiates between right and wrong,
and between proper and the
improper. Such piunder puts man in
a state of indifference; so he does
what he likes and abstains from
what he deslikes without any relig-
ious background. Man, accordingly,
has no chaice but only submitts to
tiie images of his fathers and his
fore-fathers which always drag him
back without having any intrinsic
energy to make him advance but is
only whir'eled by the current flood
of life; ‘When they do ought that

is shameiul, they say: (we found

the

our fathers doing so)” ( Surah.
7, V. 23).
In fine sticking to the old

opinions of the fore-fathers, to what
they have had of knowledge and
to their way of thinking is an offen-
se against human nature, a plunder
to the dynomism of mind which is
man’s specific characteristic, a flag-
rant misrepresentation of God’s signs
to His bondmen and a false belief
which God absolutely disregards.

It is noteworthy to state that
the first Muslims had followed what



Islam ordains and what the Qur'an
calls for; so they reflected, reacted,
reasoned, sought evidence and rejec-
ted blind imitation. Consequently
they became maeasters of the world
and all nations under their
enjaved justice, equality and

perity. By the elapse of time thev
diverted into

abandoned the
Islam and fell
imitation. They ignored the essence
of man, of the universe and of life.

pros-

tne vicious extreme,
sound teaching

They related infallibility to their .
father's opinions as to place them °

above criticism. Thus religion was
represented through different
inconsistent interpretations. Consequ-

and

ently this divergence of views gave
rise to the spread of innovations
and superstitions which aroused dark
clouds over the firmament of religion
in such a way that made people so
disgusted and sick of it that they
accused it of having no straight
attitude and of being I{luctuated
between permissible and forbidden,
between sound and unsound and
between strength and weaknees.
Eventually they began to seek salv-

ation from this desperate situation as °
" men and a great sign of His power

an expression of their vengeance on

rule
' to narrow opinions of short-sighted

~individuals or to the fetters of oid

of
under the feruic of;

the religions factions who seperated
religion from life.

Such groups have to realize
that life is so wide and dvnamic

that it can by no means be confined

legacy.

- They ought to consider care-

fully the land on which they are

- standing and the method which tney

. are using in order to preserve the

Thevy dissected the integral relivion . )
y B i law of God and remain steadfast in

of God, became scattered groups and . ..
, ST _+ His commandments.

cancelled God's authorization on His

creation, and assumed to be the only .

authorities in God's religion and law.

Man’s regency on earth.

Man was neither created just
to make fun or rejoice nor to exer-
cise tvranny and despotism. But he
was endowed wilth the faculties of
knowledge, conception and tnhe tools
of action. The universe as well in-
cluding earth, sky, water and air
was rendered subservient to him for
sublime wisdom that is manifestation
of God's glorification and beauty.
By such an endovment man was
prepared to be God's regent on ear-
th to inhabit it and to bring abont
its reformation, the development of
its civilization, the exploration of
God’'s secrets and the maintenance

| of good and prosperity therein. By
i an achievement it will be a demon-

stration of God's mercy to His bond-



and wisdom. Many Quranic verses
guide us to such wisdom such as
the following verse which deals with
the initiation of man. This resPective
verse reads as follows: “Behold,
your lord said to the angels: ‘1 will
create a viceregent on earth.” They
said; ‘will you place therein one
who will make mischief therein and
shedblood ? Whilst we do celebrate
your praises and glorifv your holy
(name ) ?” He said: ‘) I know what
you know not.’ And He taught Adam

the nature of all things; then He
placed them before the angels, and
said : ' Tell Me the nature of these
it you are right.” They said: ‘Glory
to you: of knowledge we have
none, save what You have taught
us : in truth it is You Who are per-

fect in knowledge and wisdom.’ He
said: * O Adam! teli them their

nature.” When bhe had told them,
God said ; ‘Did 1 not teil you that I
the secrets of heavens and
earth, and 1 know what vou reveal
and what vyou conceal ?” (Surah 2,
Vs, 30-33).

know

Through such a logical discourse,
the wisdom of man’s creation was
cleary conceived by the angels and

they recognised man's superiority
over all creation. In this connection
God the Almighty says: “It is He Who
has made you ( His) agents, inher-
itors of the earth : He has raised you

|

ranks, some above others: that He
may try you in the gifts He has
given you.” (Surah. 6, Vs. 165}.

“Believe in God and His messe-
nger, and spend ( in charity ) out of
the (substance) whereof He has
made you heirs.” (Surah. 57, Vs. 7);
“0 David; We did indeed make
you a viceregent on earth : so judge
you between men in‘truth and
( Justice ).” ( Surah. 38, Vs, 26 ).

Knowledge and Health

If what we have just mentioned
has been the mission of man in life,
the wisdom of his creation, of besto-
wing on him faculties of knowledge
and action rendering the
universe subservient to him, then he
should fortify himself by knowledge-to
distinngish good from evil, the usful
from the harmiul and the construct-
ive fro{n the destructive -and protect
himseli: by sound health to integrate
his mind, maintain his activities and
render his efforts fruitful,

and of

Knpwledge and health thus are
two elements inevitable for men to
lead a perfect life in order to realize
the wisdom of the Creator in His
creaticn. All beings, however, are
dependent on and in need to both
knowledge and health. In as far so we
are concerned there is nothing on
earth that destroys happiness, disso-



lutes the bonds of co-operation and
terminates dignity end authority other
tyan ignorance and illness. These
two defects are the sources of all
evils and the omen of destruction
and annihilatisn.

Islam launches a war against

ignorance :

This is simply wihy Islam has
taken great interest in all means
which purges society of ignorance

and illness. It compats ignorance
in all its aspects. It compats the
most heinous form of ignorance

represented in polytheism by means
of implanting the seeds of monotheism
in men’'s hearts, ol drawing their
attention to its signs and evidence
and of urging them 1o think of and
scrutinize in these signs to believe
that greatness is God's only and to
proceed on the way leading to
perfection without being hindered by
any false greatness.

Islam also conpats another form
of ignorance that is blind imitation
and therefore it has denied man's
dependence on any autcrity other
than his own mind and will, and
has blamed him for
attitude fowards dogmas, knowledge,
illusion and superstition bequeathed
by his for-fathers.

his stagnant

Learning of writing and reading:

It tackles illiteracy by recomm-

i

ing the learning of reading and
writing, and by exalting the status
of education. Here we should stop
for a short while just to see to what
extent Islam cares for putting an

end to illiteracy. It is quite enough

for us to assure this argument to

observe that the first Qur’anic verse
sent down from God to His messen-
ger Mohammed was this glorious

verse which reads as follows : “Read
in the name of your Lord
Cherisher, Who created-created man,
out of a ( mere) clot of congealed
blood : Read | And your Lord is the
Most Bountiful, He Who thaught
( the use of) the pen.” (Surah. 06,
Vs. 1-5).

and

In this verse God the Almighty
commands His messenger to read.
And it is noteworthy to state that
reading is the means by which man
can attain glory and knowledge.
Next He guides him to pray in
the name of the Lord for succour
because He is the Bestower of
education and its means on all

human beings, Then man can realize
that knowledge has a signilicent
status in life. Finally He mentions
man's creation and of what he was
made combining this with the bless-
ing of knowledge as He says:
« Who thaught (the use of) the pen.
Taught man that which he knew

not,” (ibid V. 5).
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Thus God equalizes the bless-
ing of man’s creation and that of
knowledge as a hint that the ignor-
ant man has no real existence in
this lite. To exalt the pen and its
role in the field of knowledge. God
the Aimighty has sworn by the pen
when He refuted the grievous charge
that God's messenger was mad. In
this connection He savs: “ Nun. By
the pen and by the (record) which
men write, - You are not, by the
grace of your Lord, mad or possessed”
( Surah. 68, Vs. 1 — 2).

The Pen is not confined only

to the knowledg _c_)f___reli___giq_f__z_.

As God demands reading as
such He also demands knowledge
as such without any Ilimitation to
certain branch of knowledge; * Are
those equal; those who know and
those who know not.” ( Surah. 39,
V. 9). This unlimitedness guides us
that #inowledge from the Qur'anic
point of view is not confined to that
of religioues injunctions. It goes
to any branch of information that
may benifit man and help him in
the great mission he is showldering
since his creation. He was appointed
viceregent on earth to inhabit it, to
extract its treasures and explore
God’s secrets therein.

Knowledge, however, comprises
all branches of science such as bat-
any, agronomy, veterinary, economy

and investment of properties. It also
includes industry and industrial res-
ources, medicine and its implications,
worfare and so forth. The Quran
has ascertained this attitude and
made knowledge as such a principal
element in the life of the Muslims.

the

Our ancestors conceived

valee of knowledge in all its (spects.

The early Muslims had conceiv-
ed the value, significance and enivit-
ability of knowledge and the role it
can play in the creation of individual
as well as happiness.
Thoug they had been an illiterate
people vet they were so ardent to
expunge all signs of illiteracy that
they released any prisoner who
could teach certain number of the
children of the Muslims how to read
and how to write, Furthermore they
considered the memorization of the
holy Qur'an as a dowery in marriage.

universal

It is advisable to say that Kno-
wledge has elevated and honoured
the ranks of those who have no
social background or wealth or au-
thority. And if we go back io the
past to consult history we will find
books of outstanding merit, Islamic
and non - Islamic alike. These bear
witness ‘that early Muslims were
characterized by their profound aca-
demic concentrations and that each
generation had had its own method
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as well as its own discoveries not to
stick altogether to what predecessors
had bequeathed. So they pondered,
searched, verified, chose and ultima-
tely invented. By so doing they had
been masters of all scholars and
were worthy of God's description :
“ you are the best of peoples, evo-
lved for mankind, enjoining what is
right, forbidding what is wrong”,
( Surah, 3, V. 110).

Our _hope for a new seientific

renaissance.

This is the rile of Knowledge
in the construction of society as
ordained by the holy Qur'an. There-
fofe 1 earnestly hope that time would
bring the Muslims once again to an
era of vigilance and awakening: an
era full of progress and geod unde-
rstanding in order to make up for the
sordid past, lead a course of digni-
fied life as set by their fore - fathers

and realize that Knowledge has been
the first and foremost element in
their mastery and strength. They
must Know that their humiliation

and backwardness are due to igno-
rance and the wasling of time in
false theories, illusive hypothesis,
fancies and superstitions.

I strongly feel that scientific
renaissance would take place through
the unilagging efforts of the sincere
and persistent individuals who devate
their life to extirpate the seeds of
realize the weliare
for their people in a bid to live
prosperous and happy, and never
feel the pains of adversity or develop
a sense of inferiority. Thus dignity

illiteracy and

and honour will be as God wished
them to be :*“For God and His
messenger and the believers™ (Surah.
63, Vs. 8).
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ISLAM AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

by

Dr. Muhammad Fl Balﬁay

Director General of The Islamic Culture
Administration

It seems appropriate before
dealing with such a subject to ex-
plain what is meant by social deve-
lopment in the light of the require-
ments of the age.

The meaning of social develop-

ment.

The social developemet is the
development of the mutual relations
amongst the individuals in a way to
ensure that social welfare is no less
in the individual's consideration than
his own or in other words that the
care the individual takes for his fellow
individual is no less than his care of
himself. Thus the social development
is the growth of the mutual relations
amongst individual in the fields of
reciprocal sympathv and co-operation
in fruittul deads which realise the
common weal of the people at large
instead of letting loose the individ-
ualism and egoism to guide the
aftairs of the people for individual-
ism and egoism are the characteris-
tics of the childhood of both the
individual and the society.

To understand the real meaning
of social development we have to
pay a retrospective glance upon the
status of tte primitive peoples who
are unconscious ot the mutual relat-
ions and mutual co-existence amon-
gst the individual. Those primitives
who have not yet realised the
common purpose at which th Peonle
should aim and to which they should
work to establish a society to unite
them all. To maintain such a society
they have to work together to realise
its aim and to co-operate o keep
it alive. '

However, a primitive man never
Co’operated with his fellows to build
a society. He is only looked upon
the
individuvals

as one in a groups wherein
relations amongst the
are governed only by egoism and
the
self - defence. They have nothing to
do with the sccial instincts inherent

instincts of self existence and

in, man because they have failed
to develop them through

lack of
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puidance and education. Thus their
relations never tend to Peace except

when a weak

individual faces a

strong man. They never come in
contact with each others in their dea-
lings except by sheer coincidence
when they meet in their search for
sustenance to heap them alive or in
their hankering alter pleasures to
satisfy the call of the flesh In fact
there are no relations whatsoever
amongst the individuals of such a
group except in their struggles and
contacts to attain the aforesaid ends.
They have no family relations. No
fatherly or mothery or filial relations
They

no other ties as such which depend

exist among them. have
upon common blood, mental and
material inheritance and the status
of the family. Although, the indivi-
duals give birth to children as a
result to sexual indulgence between
the male and female which is a

natural reaction between the two
different sexes, they are so doing
without the innate feeling of familial
kinship. In other words they never
feel that it is incumbent upon them to
look atter their sons and their wives.
They are deprived of any sense of
sympathy. They are aimless and have
no common purpose to live for such
as the maintenance of the family by

trying hard to supply it with food,

to defend its individuals against fa- |
mime and annihilation and to keep
its existence by all means. On the
contrary the father almost attachs
the mother as well as the son in their
search for food. In a likewise manner
the brother wages war against his
brothes. In his sexual indulgece he
never knous any limit or any forbid-
den degrees of consanguinity. He
marries his mother, his sister, as well
as any other woman without any
heed to the illegality of such deed
and without paying any care to the
traditions of the society which forbid
such intercourse. Thus polygamy is
practised without any limit and there
is no any degree of forbidden mar-
riage. We can go too far to say-
that the offsprings of ‘a certain from
the so many women he marries are
countless and hardly recognisable.

When individuals begin to set
limits for their mutual relations and
to feel consciense of the scope within
which they display such relations.
Then it is the beginning of the rise
of a society. The more the relations
are limited, the more the scope of
its displayment is clear, the stronger
the society becomes - lor under such
circumstances the aims ami purposes
become likewise so clear.

If the members of a family
realise the common relations that
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bind them and begin to work together
collectively with a co-operative sense
and mutual care and love for each
other, to unite in face of any danger
or crisis from within or without, to
differentiate between what should be
done and what should be left to
make such co-oPeration effective and
if such family is full aware that it
has a common purpose that is to
keep their family strong and united
in the face of other families, that
will mean that the social conscience
of such family has arisen and is
paving the way to realise its end
gradually and through stages. At
every stage such conscience becomes
stronger until it reaches maturity
wherein they become one block or
unit.

It a mutual response takes
place between two or more tamilies
relations and i in the
meantime they agree to work for
one purpose then the big society
will be created. As well when such
mutual relations extend to embrace
numerous families and so many
individuals and when they are bound
with a common tie, the human
society at large will be going ahead
in the way of asserting its existence
and revivai.

in  their

The social development in the
light of the aforesaid premises paves
its way In two directions : It aims

at extension and enlargement at one
hand and at attaining depth on the
other hand. The social growth while
it aims at embracing so many
individuals it seeks to deepen the
relations amongest the individuals
and to strengthen their mutual human
ties, The depth of individual relations
and the strength of human ties appear
in their fruitful co-operation and in
love and brotherhood. In other words
they appear in their endeavour to
realise the human aims which are
the freedom from the ferule of
animality; the command of instincts
and the Predominance of infancy.

The requirements of the age.

However, il the social develop-
ment is the liberation from the rule
ot animality, instincts and human in-
fancy is the freedom from the com-
mand of individuality an egoism, the
requirements of the age will be ano-
ther factor in the social growth if
they prove to be helpful and inciting
to such liberation. Hence the develop-
ment will be considered as pushing
thirough normal paths to attain jrs
end that is the assertion of numanity
with all its known traits of love,
sympathy and mutual ‘friendship am-
ongst its individuals.

Thus the definition of the requ-
irements of the age is subject to the
definition of the meaning of social
development. It is by no means
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subject to the wishes proposed by
certain writers or thinkers who end-
eavour to guide the society towards
realising them.

Thus sectarianism, partisanship,
fanaticism, bigotry and tribalism
could not be considered as require-
ments of the age.

The emancipation of woeman in
the sense of enabling her to fuliil
her duties as a mother in the family
and as a member in the society who
is shouldered with certain respon-
sibilities derived from her natural
status in the society; is no doubt
one of the requirements of the age.
The call to the co-operation of both
husband and wife, to the prevention
of tyranny and the subjugation of
the powerful to the weak, to righte-
ousness and good behaviour in their
dealing with each other, is as well
a requirement of tie age. The call
to curb from misusing one's rights in
treating one’s neighbours or in deal-
ing with them is aiso one of the
requirements of the age.

On the contrary the call to the
emancipation of woman in the sense
that it would be treated as a man
in the guise of a woman is not a
requirement of the age because it is
against the nature of the woman it-
self and against the aims of the
social developmert. It is against
the aims of social growth because

love, friendship and co-operation
amongst  individuals  which are
the ultimate ends of social deve-

lopment can not be realise except
when there is harmony or agreement
between the individuals at first. Such
harmony will be developed by the
lapse of time into friendship, love
and co-operation. The harmory how-
ever does not happen between two
who are completely shnilar.  The
more they difler, the more there is
certain points of contrast between them
the more they are liable to sympa-
thise with each other and to harmo-
nise with each other. That is simply
hecause every one of them wiil be
then in obvious need of the other.
Everyone of them has something which
the other lacks. By coming in touch
they will complate each other. This
asserts the principie of compensation
which is a recurring principle in life
because it responds with another
principle that is the principle of duali
sm wich is the origin of life itself:
the doer and the done, the active
and passive. But for this dualism and
but for the contact of the doer and
the done, the passive and the active,
none would have met in life at all

and none would have shown harmo-
ny with each other.

The close similarity is in fact a
cause to friction and combat and not
a cause to attraction and harmony.
On being Similar none of them will



be in need of the other. None of
them will feel that he lacks some-
thing which the other can satisfy,
Thus the equality in the will between
man and woman is a reason for se-
paration and disunity and not a
reason for agreement and attraction
although there is a contrast between
them from the point of view of man-
liness and womanhood.

The similarity between man and
woman in the form of the body
corporeal features and physionomy
is another cause of disunity in spite
of the contrast between them as a
male and a female. The moman doth
want a man who stands in psycho-
logical and physical traits in con-
trast to his,

Their meeting on that basis will
be then natural. The mutual sympathy
will of course emanate as a result of
such natural meeting. I wonder if
there is a man who wishes to marry
a woman with a manly muscles or
who likes to have as his wife a
woman who is deprived of all femi-
nine emotions and who has the iron
will of an experienced man who has
gone through the ups and downs of
life and who has been trained. by
facing the situations and hardships
of life. 1 wonder as well if there is a

woman who aims at having a husband

whose physical constitution is woma-
nly and frail, a husband who is gover-

ned by his whims and who is always
hestitant in all his acts and deeds,
prejudiced unsteady and easily mo-

ved like a feather in the face of
wind.

The idea of having a president
or a leader in the socity to guide
and to lead the society is in fact a
natural consequence to the applica-
tion of the principle of contrast.
This principle emanated to satisfy a
necessity for whenever there is a
herd there must be a shepherd to
look after them and whenever there
is a leader or a president there
must be subjects to be guided by
his directives to follow his
leadership. If it happened that all the

individuals yearn to be heads and

and

leaders then there- would be no order

and nothing would reign but chaos

and struggle and if it happened that all
the individuals admitted to be follo-
wers without a leader to plan and
dircet there would be no society
and there would be no common
cause to unite their efforts add to
make them march towards one target
and to make them work to . attain a
common purpose. As such there
would be no relations to tie them
together and thére would be nothing

but friction, war and struggle.
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Such reasoning makes it quite
clear to our minds why we worship
one God and why it is incumbent
upon all people to submit to the
guidance of one leader the guidance
of God.

This natural principle, the prin-
ciple of contrast guiding our existe-
nce makes it incumbent uPon us to
worship one God. We all seek to
complete ourselves and we can only
achieve that end by applying that
principle which is the origin of
harmony in life. No doubt it is the
ultimate wish of man to be harmoni-
ous with himseif and all the
folk around him whether in his own
domain or in the public domain,

with

The industrial development in
our time if it is in the service of
humanity it will be as well in the
service of social development. Thus
if it realises both ends, it will be
one of the requirements of the age.
To be in service of humanity means
to allow man to keep his mastery
and not to be enslaved by the
machine. This implies that man
should make use of the machine tv
raise his standard of living, to better
his social status, to mitigate the
maladies, to combat ignorance and
illiteracy and to propagate enlighten-

ment and knowledge of life. He should

not be at all a submissive slave to

of

nce and reduced to slavery and
bondage under its impact. If he lails
to keep his mastery and liberty as
a result of its interference in his life

then it will be a source of choos

and anxiety and it will stand as a
stumbling block in his way hindering
the realisation of the ultimate aim
social develoPment which s
co-operation, love and friendship be-

tween all people.

social development according to the

requirements of the age.

[slam is a heavenly message re-
vealed to human beings living on this
earth. It is the word of Allah sent to
humanitv at large without any dis-
crimination between arabs and non
arabs. It is a message for all people.
It is adressed to everyone without
any distinction to guide humanity to
the right path leading to the realisa-
tion of the full sense of humanity in
man’s life

If the ultimate aim of humanity
in its full sense is, as we have men-
tioned before, to make people join
one another love one another, be
brothers and co-operate with one
another it is the message of Islam
to awaken these good points and to
develop them and to convince man

the machine, sulyngated to its influe- to keep these ideals and to follow
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them in both his behaviour and
actions. '

Islam came to raise man from
the stage of infancy and ignorance
to the stage of maturity and knowl-
edge. It came to develop the human
sense in man as well as the social
sense. The human sense is nothing
but the social solidarity, the co-ope-
rative relations amongst individuals
based upon love and sympathy. We
have already seen that primitiveness
doth mean the disintegration of all
ties binding the individuals together
or doth mean the predominance of
egoism and individuality or doth
mean in other words the rule of
animality and instincts over all the
other traits of man which distinguish
him from the other creartures which
are living, moving and sruggling
for existence.

Islam came to urge people to
co-operate “ Help you one another
in righteousness and piety, but help
you not one another in sin and
rancour.” ( Surah. 5, Vs. 3)}. It also
came to urge people to be righteous
“It is not righteousness that ye turn
your faces to the East and the West;
but righteous is he who believeth in
Allah and the Last Day and the
angels and the scripture and the
prophets; and giveth his wealth, for
loce of Him, to his kinsfolk and to
orphans and the needy and the way-

farer and to those who ask and to
set slaves free. It urges people to
be good in their trealment to each
other “Ii you did well, you did well
for yourselves. If you did evil (you
did it } against yourselves.” ( Surah,
17, Vs. 7). It order people to be
righteous and just in their dealings
with their wives “Either take them
back on equitable terms or set them
free on equitable terms.” [Surah:
2, V. 281]. It urges people to stick
to justice “ Whenever you speak,
speak justly, even if a near relative
is concerred; and fulfil the covenant
of God.” (Surah. 7, V. 152). It
stresses the importance of safegua
rding humanity against tyranny and
injustice “ And let not the hatred of

others to you make you swerve to
wrong and depart from justice. Be
just : that is next to piety” ( Surah.
5, Vs. 9).

By so doing Islam was pushing

forward the social relations and
social development towards maturity.
However the message of Islam is
nearly limited in realising two
ultimate ends: the curbence of egoism
and the

on one hand and the awakening of

inhibition of individuality
the common feeling and the devel-
opmentf of social relations on the
other hand. The message of Islam
aims at saving human actions from
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being governed by human infancy
and to subjugate these actions to
the guidance of maturity to keep for
man his peculiarities and to save his
dignity and superiority.

When Islam says “we have ho-
noured the sons of Adam.” it doth
really mean that it has give man
significant human traits to distin-
guish him from all other ereatures
Really God on sending his messen-
gers to the peopls, He was aiming
at enabling the people to seek the
right path by their help, the path
which leads them to follow these
traits in their personal behaviuor and
in their dealing with others.

If it is admitted that the meani-
ng of social development is such as
that we have previously mentioned,
and if the requirements of the age
is looked upon in the light of social
development we undoubtedly shall
find out the Islam is a source of
drive to the advancement of social
development and a source of appreci-
ation to the requirements of the age
which shall push forward the whee's
ofprogress.

But if social development is me-
ant to be a call to a certain political
instifution or to back a certain poli-
tical ideology, Islam has nothing to
do with such trends. It is an indepe-
ndent institution which fits in with
any other iustilution which agrees
with it in the aim and the plan to
realise that aim. It does not accept
as well any other institution wich
doth differ from it in both the aim
and plan.

If on the other hand, the requir-
ements of the age are taken to be ce ta-
in behaviours and actions as uisualised
in certain societies which are exi-
sting to-day it will be more approp-
riat befor announcing tie judgement
of Islam and its attitude towards such
tendencies to discuss fully the aims
and cbgectives of such tendencies.

Ina word Islsm is the light
which guides to the right path. The
right path is the road leading to the
realisation of humane objectives such
as love, bratherho)d, co-opration and
mutual friendships.
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THE INFLUENCE OF SURSM ON THE HUMAN
LITERATURE AND  THOUGHT

BY

Dr. Gamal Addin Arranimdi

Sufism is a forin of pantheistic
mvsticism within Islam. The word
“Suti” is derived from the word
* Suf ¥ which means wool. Sufistic
people were accustomed at the dawn
of sufism to be clad in wool. The
quintessence of sufism is to take the
way of truth, and salvation, to be
assiduous in piety, to be indifferent
to all the pleasures and follies of inan-
kind, to renounce wealth, powr, and
ambition, and to pick the threads of
a lonely lite, thinking of nothing but
heaven and leading calmly a life
devoted utterly to the service
ol God.

Some researshers noticed the
roots of sufism in the life of Mohamed
the prophet. In reality Mohamed was
not a sufi, but he led a spiritiral
life which met iIn many respects
with the mottos of sufism. For inst-
ance he says: “Be indifferent to the
world to be beloved by God, and be
indifferent ;to that in the hands of
. people to be beloved by them.

R TRR TR TR -0 S v

In this way the point of view
of Mohamed meets with that of sufic
people, but it is essential to refer
to the fafct that sufism is not only
an Islamic Feature. It is known in
Christianity ~and other religions.
Vaughan in his book : “ hours with
mystics ” - noticed many ressemblan-
ces between the beliefs of sulic
people and those Christianity such
as Tauler, Eckhari, and St. Therese.

Nicholson sum up the sources of
sufism in éhristianity, New platonism,
Gnosticisrri, and Buddhism. He adds
that the speculative and philossphi-
cat side of sufism, sPread out through
Egypt and Syria bore remarkable
signs of Hellenistic influence.

Hassan of Basra was one of the
famous sulfic people who left to the
Arabic Literature and thought an
immortal inheritance. He attached
much importance to spiritual right-
eousness and Paid no head to the
follies of life. He was not merely
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satisfied with external acts of devo-
tion. He believed that the real faith
lies in the spirit. He cites for inista-
nce that a grain of genuine piety is
better than a thousand weight of
fasting and praying.

Rabaa El-Adawia, a woman, is
another sufi whose words are still
remembered despite the centuries
that separate us irom her. Her sulism
was an unbounded and enduring
ove for God, a love neither Pramp-
ted by the promise of heavenly
reward nor sought out of a dread of
eternal fire, but Pure and untained,
inspired only by his eternal beauty.

Muhyi Eldin El-Arabi who lived
in Spain and was the auther of several
works on sufism, namely the “Ifada”
or information, speaks of the fundam-
ental branches of knowledge, God,
the rational world, and the world
ot senses.

In 1201 he published a collection
of poems under the title "Turguman
El Ashwaq” or Interpreter of love”.
Later he wrote a commentary on the
same work in order to refute the

accusation of extolling the pleasures
of the flesh in the place of divine
love.

On the Persians sufism had a
stronger appeal than on the Arabs,
and indeed its influence on Arabic
literature, though great, is not to be
compared with the extraordinary hold
it has exercised on Persian thought
from the II" century to the present
day.

Ibn El Farid, for example, earned
the title of “Lord of all lovers” am-
ong the suffis of Persia, and many
of their teachings can be traced to
him, as well as to Muhuy Eldin El
Araly, Awhad Eldin El Karamany in
the seventh, and Abdel Rahman El
Agamy in the niuth, century, owe a
great deal to them.

Sufism, as Sahrawardi says " is
neither the creed of poverty nor that
of ascetism. It embraces both and
something else besides. It introduced
a spirit of exaltation in Arabic liter-
ature, a spirit that purifies the heart
while at the same time it sustains
the soul against all earthly pollutions.
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