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Hint: put your drawings in a folder and save them. You will be able to
see how much you improve as you sketch more and more. When you do
a drawing you are really proud of, sign it and give it to a friend or family
member. When they hang it on their refrigerator or somewhere else for
everyone to see, you will know your cartoon made someone happy.

B e f o re you begin.
You will need the following supplies.

1. A pencil (or pencils!)
2. An eraser
3. A pencil sharpener
4. Colored pencils, markers or crayons
5. LOTS of paper
6. A good light source
7. A comfortable place to draw
8. Your imagination!

Ready? 

L e t ’s draw 

cartoon wildlife!
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NO RULES!!!!

I think I have one of the greatest jobs in
the world. I get to draw funny pictures all
day long and I get paid well to do it! I am
a successful cartoonist because I do it my
way. There are no rules about
cartooning, so you can spend hours
sketching, doodling and playing with
different shapes and lines to create your
very own style cartoon.

Use this book as a basic guide, practice
and change anything you want to make
your drawing truly your own. You can
make a nose as big as you want, eyes
any shape you choose, and you can
exaggerate anything you want. Just
practice, practice, practice, and have fun.
If your drawing makes you laugh or
smile, you are well on your way to
becoming a talented cartoonist.

1-2-3 Cartooning Tips:

1 Draw lightly at first — SKETCH!

2 Practice, practice, practice!

3 Have fun drawing cartoon wildlife!

Sketch, doodle, play!
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The more you practice sketching these shapes, the easier it will
be to draw cartoons. Remember to draw lightly at first, so you
can easily erase extra lines in the final drawing.

Oval Circle Egg

Rectangle Square Triangle

Straight lines Squiggly lines Curved lines

Basic Shapes and Lines
Here are the basic shapes and lines you will use to draw cartoon wildlife:
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Baby bear
Let’s start by drawing a baby bear. We will
sketch his face first, so leave some room on
your paper, below his head, to add the body.

1 Sketch three overlapping ovals.

2 Sketch two small ovals (one
inside the other) for the nose.

3 Sketch two small ovals for the
eyes. Shade in the outside of the
nose.

4 Sketch a small circle inside each
ear. Shade in the outside oval of
each eye. Draw a curved line for
a smiling mouth.
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5 Sketch a large oval for the body. Draw
two curved lines for the feet.

6 LOOK at the outstretched arms and
paws. Draw four straight lines for the
arms and two ovals for the paws.

7 Sketch four small ovals on each
hand, for fingers. Draw curved
lines on his arms and body for a
shirt.
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8 Draw a curved line below his
shirt to show his full belly. Add
two curved toe lines, on each
foot.

9 LOOK at the final drawing!
Erase extra sketch lines. Boldly
draw over the final lines. Shade
and color your baby bear.

Congratulations! Beautiful baby bear!



H i p p o p o t a m u s
Now let’s draw a simple cartoon hippo.
Remember to sketch lightly at first. We
will sketch his face first, so leave some
room on your paper, below his head,
to add the body.
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1 Sketch a large oval, for the
hippo’s round body. LOOK at
the popcorn-shaped head.
Sketch it.

2 Sketch two ovals for ears. 
Add two eyes and shade. 
Draw a curved line for a smile.
Add a curved line for a tail.
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3 Sketch a small circle inside each ear.
Draw a curved line and a small circle
for his nose. Draw four straight lines,
below his body, for legs. Draw three
curved lines to connect the
bottoms of the legs.

4 Add curved lines for
eyebrows. Draw toenails.

Happy Hippo!

5 LOOK at the final drawing! Erase
extra sketch lines. Boldly go over
and darken the final lines. Shade
and color your hippo any way you
want!
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