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-Naws Fiom The Muslim

World

By : Mohammad Abduillah El-Sammam

» The Yemeni Republican Council
has approved a provisional drait con-
stitution of the Republic of Yemen.
This Constitution bears a historical
Significance as it means a land
mark in the history of the Arab
world. The new constitution declares
that Yemen is an Islamic Democratic
Arab Republic. The transition period
is two vyears,

» The Afghanistan Parliament ra-
tified recently a new Constitution
for the country. The constitution
states that the religion of Afghanistan
is the Sacred faith of Islam, The
state disposes, oi religious matters
in accordance with the Hanafi Com-
mand ments’. Those members of
the nation who do not follow the
the Islamic faith are free to conduct
their religious Ceremonijes within
the limits of the laws formulated to

maintain the decorum and tranqullity
of the public (chapter 1, Article 2.)

¢ The Palestine Liberation Orza-
nisation observed this month the
aniversary of the palestine tragedy.
President Jamal Abdul Nasser Said
in his message to the Palestine Day
Conference that the Arabs would

exploit all their Sources of wealth
to face the Israeli danger and that
they would work hard to realize
development.

# The Prime Minister of Malaysia,
Tunku Abdul Rahiman, Said, in
Kuala Lumpar, that he would write
to the leaders of the Arab Nations
and tell them that Malaysia had no
intention of establishing deplomatic
relations with Israel.

#« The Vatican has announced the
establishment of a Section for lsia-
mic Affairs. This Section will be
attached to iits special Secrateriate
which deals with the affairs of world
relizious other than christianity.

# The Muslim students association
of the United States and Canada has
passed a regolution, at its Second
Convention, which was held in Ur-
bana, Illinais, about the necessity
of promation of friendship among
Muslim Orgpnisations in the World.
The resolution says : “ Muslims
Should be Urged to remember that
they are the representatives of Islam
and that thefr behaviour is regarded,
by the non- Muslims, as Muslim
hehaviour,™;

!
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Caliph : The mattér stands quite
clear then. We leave it to you to
decide. You do not curse the Pharaoh
a confirmed enemy of God. Do you
think it is in any way lawful to
curse those who keep up prayers
and abserve the month of Ramadan
and give alms? Surely we can pu-
nish the transgressors, but can never
curse,

Representatives : weli and good.
But better for you and us both if
you cut off your connections with
them. :

Caliph : The Kufites anp Basrites
once led on army against your

ancestors. They put to death mamy
of them. Did you forsake those
people ?

Representatives : No.

Caliph : If that is so, we do not
understand why you compel us to
" do what you did not yourselves.

He whn professes to believe in
the oneness of Ged and the prophet
hood of Muhammad, God and his
Apostle are ready to take him under
protection. And is it not a pity
to find this, that it is ounly you
who refuse to extend your sympa-
thies to believers ? Is it, then, the
regeucration of I[slam you are driv-

ing at ?
The proxies could make mO

reply

They acknowledged in express
words their satisfaction, and said :
« we beg to be excused for our
outspokenness, We are very much
thankful! to you for your leading
a patient ear to so lengthy a talks.

A woman accuses the son of

caliph Mamun in open court Mamun

was once holding court when there
appeared a woman. A child was
clinging to her breast, She cared
pot for the formal ceremonious
etiquetie of the court, and at once
burst out into tears and cried
atoud, saying : « O, Caliph ! the
house of a widow has been seized
for no fault,

Do Justice to my complaint and
keep in vieev the Day of Judgment
where 1 shall stand up and raise my
voice admist the crowd against you
if you do not make good the wrong
done to me »,

The courtiers were quite asto-
nished to hear the woman speaking
so loudly in the presence of the
Caliph, \

The Caliph, on hearing this
complaint, was startled, as if taken
aback by some unexpected calamity,

« Well, who has done such
a glaring injury to you ? Tell us
his name >,

The woman bilushingly
Princé Abbas, your son >,

( Continued on page 11)

said
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Aspects of Secialism and Equality
- From the History of Early Muslims -

By

iBRAHIM M. EL - AssIL
ISLAMIC RESEARCH ACADEMY

On his ascending the throme of
caliphate, Omar bin Abdul’Aziz had
to face of a rebellion raised by Bis-
tam, a Kharijife, due to some dif-
ference of opinion, The caliph wrote
a short note to him, which ran as
follows :

“ We learn that your sole aim
is to regenerate the faith of lslam.

We also, let it be known to you
are bending our energies to the same
end. Would not you, then, appreciate
the idea of holding a debote between
both the rival parties ? If we can
advance convincing arguments, you
wilt have to give allegiance to our
authority. But if you get the better
of us, we would consider the matter”

Upon this Bistam commissioned
two proxies to the court of the
Caliph.

The debate was convened, and
the following words passed between
the Caliph and the representatives :

Caliph : well, what reasons have

——

you to justify yourselves to disturb
the peace of the country ?

Representatives : You have rid-
den rough-shbd over the desires and
wishes of the people in general and
your relatives in particular, You

1 have confiscated their landed pro-

perties. If they did a wroug ithing,
is it not quite justified, according
to Islamic jurisprudence, to curse
them ?

Caliph : You do not seem to
catch the point. 1 have taken back
only what they had received either
through unlawiul means or becaase
they did not deserve it. I do not see
any necessity of upbraiding the um-
believers and wrong-doers, nor is it
supported by any verse or authority
either of the Qur’an or the Traditions.

Did you ever curse Pharaoh ?
Do you believe honmestly that it is
incumbent upon you to do so ?

Representatives : We never curse
the Pharooh, nor is this an article
of faith with us,
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piliar is the practise iof the obliga-
tory prayers five times during the
day, but how many perform the farz
let alone the sunnat or nafl prayers?
the third pillar is Zakat or charity,
while this primarily means to give
a percentage of your income to the
poor in a certain month of the year
we chould not forget charity in our
daily lives as well. . . how many
times has a suppliant been thrust
aside with a curse given instead of
a coin, even if we cannot give money
surely we can give a kind word,
little as it may be, for charity also
means love, understanding, tolerance,
kindness and mercy ; the fourth
pillar is fasting during the month of
Ramadan when all Muslims must
fast from dawn to dusk, but do we
also abstain from indulgzing in anger,
tying and cheating ; the fifth and
final pillar is the Hajj or pilgrimage
to Mecca, this is indeed a difficult
task which often causes great sacri-
fice but it is the envy of all the

other religions, for it is the bond
that once a year brings thousands
of Muslims together from all parts
of the world to worship and pay
homage to the One God, Allah,

All these things are the main
roots of Islam and if we would only
cultivate them in ourselves, then
from these roots would spring forth
the divine towering tree of our eternal
faith whose green branches would
give shade to our souls and whose
fragrance would refresh our heart,
it would give shelter from the storm
of life and abundant sustenance to
a hungry spirit. Water these roots
with your tears of contrition, prune
its branches with love and discrimi-
nation, fertilise it with your very
being, adore and cherish it in truth,
and you will then live as only a
Muslim can live. .. in happiness and
and contentment.

RASCHID AL-ANSARI
( ROBERT WELLESLEY )
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FUNDAMENTALS OF ISLAM

BY : RASHID AL - ANSARI

Many of us seem to forget the
fundimentals of Islam and become
lost in the wandering pathways of
useless speculation on the finer
points of Islamic theology and thouhgt
unti! at last we are far from the
basic teachings of Islam, {finding
ourselves living a life of petty rest-
rictions that have very little mea-
ning. Then, as we sav, you cannot
see the forest for the trees. . . in
other words the whole becomes obs-
cured by the part. 1t is a little like
a carpenter- who pays meticulous
attention to the seat of a chair, car-
ving it and polishing it, and in the
process completely forgetting all

about the legs of the chair | And how |
can you have a chair without legs ?

It is a ridiculous thought. Even so
does Islam tose its dignity and
simplicity when insistence is put on
form and not on spirit. It is there-
fore important that we should keep
in mind what are sometimes known
as the Pillars of Faith amnd the
Pillars of Wisdom.

In the Seven Pillars of Faith the
first pillar is belief in Allah, the
Eternal and One God who has mo
equal ; the second pillar is belief in
in His angels, of whom we are each
said to have our Guardian Angel :

the third pillar is belief in the Books
sent from Allah for our guidance, of
which it is a fact that the Qoran is
the only one to retain its original
purity ; the fourth pillar is belief in
all the prophets of Allah, such as
Moses, Abraham, Jesus and Muham-
mad (may peace be upon them),
who brought the message of Allah
to a wayward world ; the fifth pillar
is belief in the Hereafter, of the
continuation of life after the body
dies, thus Allah bestows on us a
certain immortality, for only Allah
is truely immertal, the sixth pillar
is belief in the ultimate will of Allah,
that though we must strive and do
our best in every possible way we
must always remember to surrender
ourselves to His will, it is the neg-
lect of this that causes a lot of the
evil present in this world today;
the seventh pillar is the belief in the
Day of Judgement, when we will
face the radiant and supreme wisdom
of our Lord to beseech His mercy
on our souls,

Then we come to the Five Pillars
of Wisdom, the first pillar being
the belief in the one God alone,
Allah, and His last messenger Mu-
bammad ( may peace be upon him)
who was yet the first; the second
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a painful punishment] On the day
when it will be heated in the fire
of Hell, then their foreheads and
their sides and their backs will be
branded with it : This is what
you hoared up for yourselves, to
taste what you used to hoard.””)

And

(And let not those who are
niggardly in spending that which
God has granted them out of his
grace think that it is good for
them, May, it is evil for them,
They shall have a collar of niggard-
liness on their necks on the Day of
Resurrection . , . )

And the Prophet said :

“Whomever God granted wealth
and he withheld the poor-rate, his
wealth shall be pictured for him
on {he Day Judgment as a big sanke
with two lorns, and it will fold

around his body and hold up his

cheecks saying : [ am your hoarded

money, | am’ your wealth.”

It is also reported through
Abduliah ibn Omar that the Prophet
said :

“ O immigrants and helpers!
There are five evils [ take refuge
in God not to befall you. If adultry
appears among people, they will be
stricken with such ills as not
happened to their past generations.
if they do mot give right measure
in their scales, they will be tried
with poverty, scarcity of provisions,
and .injustice of their rulers. If they
prevent the poor-rate, they will be
denied rain from the sky, except
for the sake of their animals,
[f they do not fulfil the Covenant of
God and His Messenger, God will
raise against them tliose take away
some of what they possess. And if
their rulers do not rule accerding
to the Law of God, the fighting
among them will be severe.”

( Continued from page 15)

The caliph had eamed a good
name for justice. The story told
by the woman, by name Mughira,
set the blood of Mamun boiling ;
his face glowed with anger. He at
once ordered ‘Abbas to stand by the
side of the plaintiff, so that every
distinction be wiped out.” Abbas,
being guilty, could not clear his
position. But Mughira was so elo-
quent in giving vent to her com-

pelled right that her very eyes,
sparkling with passionate anger,
seemed to speak for the worth in
her bosom.

The nobles could not reconcile
the audacity of the woman with
forebearance of the Caliph. One of
them could not help saying :

« O, woman ! Such conduct does

not become in the presence of the
caliph. You are so rudes.
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a due share for the beggar and for
one who is a needy.”

In the chapter of “ Al-Qalam ”
the pen”, the Holy Qur'an relates
the story of the people who owned
a garden and who intended to cut
out its fruits to deny the rights of
the poor im those fruits, and how
they were doomed :

“But a visitation came from
your lord, came out on it (the garden)
while they sglept., So it became as
black, barren land. ”

The Holy Qur’an also says:
g ol @l b O sl Y
« oidl el Je ot Yy 2b

“ Have you seen who belies
religion? That is the one who is
rough to the orphan, And urges not
the feeding of the needy.”

in another verse, the Holy Qur’an
warns the disbelievers who are
characterised by withholding the
poor-rate in this way:

“ ... And woe to the disbelie-
vers | Who give not the poor-rate,
and who deny the Hereafter.”

The Holy Book urges us te pay
the poor-rate in this verse :

“... And keep up prayer and
pay the poor-rate and offer to God
& goodly gift. ..

cAnas», the companion of the
Prophet reported that a man came
to the Prophet and saide : “O Mes-
senger of God! | possess a good
amount of wealth and 1 have a great
number of relatives. Tell me hew

_should | spend?> The Prophet said:

“You have to pay the poor-rate out
of your. wealth, for it is a clean-
liness for it, and keep your relatiom
to your relatives, and know the
right of the unfortunate, the neigh-

bour, and the beggar.”

‘*Aysha’’ also reported that the
Prophet said : ‘I swear that there
are three things, the performer of
which is participating in three
shares  in Islam : Prayer, fasting,
and almsgivimg.” 1t is reported in
“Al-Bukhari” and ‘““Muslim’ that
Garir ibn Abdullah said : “ 1 paid
the oath of allegiance to the
Prophet that 1 will keep up prayer,
pay the poor-rate, and give good
council to every Muslim. "

Those who withhold almsgiving
are spoken of in they Holy Qur’an
in this sharp: language :

b gtin ¥y ddilly ol 09050 o'y

e (ot i ¢ M lin @ oo Bl g s
R3fes mesrs st r ' SK3 L SK G
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(““... And those who hoard
up gold and| silver and spend it
not in God’s jway, announce to them
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“They ask you ad to what they
can spend. Say: th't ever wealth
you spend, it is for tie parents and
the near of Kin and the orphans and
the needy and the wayfarer. And
whatever good you do, God surely
is Knower of it.”)

When Muslims were settled and
the circle of their life was expanded
through immigration to Medina, the
amount of Zakat was fixed regarding
all kind of wealth. So the amount
of almsgiving regarding the harvests
that were irrigated by rain was the
tenth of it, and these which were
irrigated by mashines was  hali
tenth. The fourth of the tenth was
the amount prescribed on gold and
silver, and the same was fixed regar-
ding the articles of trade. Those
amounts were payable yearly. As to
the almsgiving on animals such as
camels, sheep and cows, the amounts
are fixad in a special manner.

The reason behind:the difference
of the amount of Zakat, regarding
the different amounts of wealth, is
due to the difference of effort which
is paid toward the earning of wealth.
The more one pays in his effort to
earn wealth, the less he gives in the
amount of Zakat, and vice versa.

QUESTION :

What are the proofs to evidence
the prescription of Zakat (almsgiving)
in the Holy Qur’an and the Sunna?

ANSWER :

We said before that there are
eighty two verses in the Holy Qur’'ad
in which almsgiving is mentioned
together with prayer, Ameong these
verses we read :

RPPLIPRIUA JORp-aR LPRTOY P
3% s Nl Ogediy KU 8 Opety Sa
« 3(5“'

“ Agd the believers, men and
women, are friends one of another.
They enjoin good and forbid evil

and keep up prayer and pay the
poor-rete ...V’ and :

Lot atalt 1t oW1 5 21K o) b
A SRS IR g1 36
“ Those who, if we establish
them in the earth, well- keep up

prayer and pay the poor-rate and
enjoin good and forbid evil..”

In the chapter of Al-Muddathir,
the Holy Qur’an relates the profes-
sion of the people of Hell, and tells
us about the reason of their mise-
rable sitnation :

« .. They ask one another-.
About the guilty : What has brought
you into hell ? They will say : We
were not of those who performed
prayer. Nor we did feed the poor. ?
God, the Almighty, praises the
praises the believers in this way :

oy Al B G PAPRNTE
“And in their weaith there was



you (alon) and seek your help, [ say :
To my servant what he a asked for.
And when he says: Guide us ‘o the
right way, the way of those on
whom you bestowed your favour, not
those you are angry of them nor
those who are stray, 1 say: Surely
to My servant what he requested,

No wonder, then, to state that

the Prayer supports the believer with .

big spiritual power. Dr, Alexis Car-
rel says in this respect: “The Prayer
is a great sourse of vitality, As a
physician 1 have seen many patients
who were cured through prayer when
the drugs failed to feal them.

Certainly the prayer is like the
mineral of radium, a source of power
-and vitality.”

Through prayer we are connected
with the Originator of the universe,
who help us over the difficulties of
life, Our appeal to God in our Prayer
is certainly a spiritual force which
help us and give us peace and hap-
piness,

What is the second worship
prescribed in Islam ?

~ The second worship prescribed
in Islam is almsgiving “Zakat”. It is
one of the five pillars of Islamic
faith, It is mentioned to gether with
prayer in eighty two verses in the
Holy Quran, It is prescribed in both
the Holy Quran and the Sunma. It

c el laSe [ ol 53 o

is reported through “Ibn Abbas” that
the Prophet ( peace be upon him )

said to his campanion “ Mu'adh ibn

Jabal” when. the Prophet sent him
in a mission to Yemen: “You are
going to reach a people who are
followers of divine books. Se call
them to witness that there is no god
but Allah and that | am the Messen-
ger of God, li they accept, tell
them that Ged has prescribed on
them five prayers daily. 1f they
obey, this, then tell them that God
has preseribed on them a poor-rate
in their wealth, to be taken from the
rich among them and given back te
the poor. If they accept to pay the
poor-rate, do not follow the best and
the deezrest things of their wealth to
take the poor-rate out of them, And
guard against the call of the oppres-
sed one, for the appeal of the
oppressed supplicant is liable to
reach God promptly.’

Zakat was prescribed in Mecca
undefined and unristricted to a spe-
cial amount. !t was left to the per-
sonal feeling of the rich toward the
poor. The Quran says:

¢ B Oy Tl ok gy o

(*... An they ask you as to
what they can spend, Say: What
you can spate. . .”) and:
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PILLARS OF ISLAM
(2)

By : Abdul Wadood Shalaby

What is the reason behind ma-
king the Prayer five times every a
day ?

God preseribed the Prayer on
the believers in a timely order for
five times a day, in order to be a
continuous spiritual exercise. This
was illustrated by the Prophet when
he asked some of his companions:

Suppose that you wash yourself
up five times a day in a mearby
river, would that leave out any dirt
on you ? They answered : Certainly
not. He said: This is like the five
daily Prayers, They wash away all
sins, The Prophet pictured that
meaning in another time, He was
sitting under a tree and beside him
there was his companion ‘Salman
Al-Farisl,” and the Prophet picked
up a dry branch out of the tree and
shook it until all its leaves fell down,
and said: O Salman! You may be
wondering why | do this? Know
then that if the Muslim maks a good
ablution and performs the Five
Prayers his sins will fall away from
him just as the leaves of this branch.
Then the Prophet recited this Verse:

b gelh o W A G S 31
Cog SN ST el Sl o S

(“And keep up Prayer at the
two ends of the day and in the first
hours of the night. Surely good
deeds take away evil deeds, This is
a reminder for the mindful.”)

Besides taking away sins, the
Prayers transfer man from the world
of hate and strife to the peaceful
moments of humility and fear in the
eyes of God, The Five Prayers are
like five spiritual meals of appeal
to God, which illumine his beart,
and take the praying one from earth
to heaven. They enable man to ask
the Only Creator, the Seli-Suificient,
who answers the applicant who ap-
peals to Him Who said : | divided
the Prayer between Myseif and My
servant. The portion of My rervant
is that | answer him. So when he
says in his Prayer : Praise be to
God, the lord of the Worlds, 1 say:
My servant praised Me, When he
says : The Beneficent, the Merciful,
1 say : My servant ‘exalted Me, When
he says : The Owner of the Day of
Judgment, [ s2y: My servant glori-
fied Me. When he says : We worship
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man kind as it embellished life. by
providing man with a brilliant and
superior idealogy which covers the
entire field of human conditions.
By this brilliant system of life the
prophet Muhammad
nation sunk so low as were the
Arabs and made of them, in a short
period of time, torch - bearers of a
high culture and a great civilization,
This system could unify the discor-
dant elements of a society into
a harmonious nation,

The ideal life that Islam seaks
man to pursue is an ideal of de-
veloping and growing of itself to
satisfy his future needs. And it

gives a new meaning to life and

impels man to strive for the attain-
ment of the highest spiritual values

This ideal should link man’s
everyday life with the life hereafter,
The Holy Quran states :

Sy o Oy ¢ b V1 OLW ) Oy
.u,:'.IJ ‘ﬂfJJl CJ‘,; d,‘yi .l}‘ .‘ﬁr‘ ‘5]_
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«<And that man can have nothing
but what he strives for; And that
his striving will be seen; Then he
will be rewarded for it with the

lifted up a.

fullest reward; And that to your
lord is the Goal ».

And :
;)51.)‘5:-‘}“‘!_;.-_,9}_ i_,-_\;- 53 "'u:‘J‘"!ua »

“J’-‘J‘;

« So he who does an atom’s
weight of good, will see it; And
he who does an atom’s weight of
evil, will see it »

The Cardinal principle of
Islamic faith is to belive in the
existence of God and His Oneness.
This belief creats in Soul of man
Courage, bravery humanity, brother-
hood and equality. This faith also
creats in him will of power for he
is not dismayed by misfortune nor
despair. The believer in the oneness
of God will hava no fear from any-
body and he knows that there is no
harm and beénefit except through
Him,All autharity and power are enly
to Him, He is the granter of mercy
and prosperity, He is the owner of
life and death, This belief, un-
doubtedly, will lead man te a stable,
properious and happy life in this
world and i.icite him to perfection
and elevatiog, in order to attaim
the highest grade in the hereafter.
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ISLAM AND LIFE
(1)

By :

Islam is a complete System of
tife suited to all times and climes
* and acceptable to all those that dwell
under the sun. [t is But natural for
such a universal message to adopt
itself to the varying conditions of
human life. 1slam consists of faith
to regulate man’s relation with his
Lord and Sustainer, as it consists
of legistation to regulate human
behaviour in the capacity of an
" individual, a society and a nation.
its legislation should take into
consideration all the needs of the
human society, individually and
collectively and should regulate
all kinds of human relalions,

Islam calls man to follow his
original nature as designed by God.
The Quran mentions that the true
religion is to follow the nature, in
which Allah has created man,

The Quran Says :
i Al o s ol ey 36 »
¢ it ol el al g Y\l AU
Ol Y P AT Sy
(re W pslisg
«So set thy purpose for religion
as a man by nature upright, the

A. M. Mohiaddin Alwaye

———t e

pature ( framed ) of Allah, in which
He has created man. There is no
altering ( the law of ) Allah’s
Creation. That is the right religion,
but most man know not ». The
Holy Quran stated that Islam is
a perfect constitution and an exc-
ellent guidance to mankind in all
walks of life :

\)-.:\i' Y_, o:-:i't& u:""l-.u UL‘J“ ‘..Lhd" »
.-.‘1:5..;_,;5_,_‘313-.;&.}\

« This is my way : leading
straight ; follow it, and follow not
other ways, they should scatter you
from His - Straight - path ».

Islam sought to liberate the
mind of man from doubt and
superstition and it rid him of the
fear and suspicion. It made plain
to him that nature can be his friend
and not his enemy. As it created
new interests and avenues for man

to exploit. In short, Islam is a
progressive liberation movement
which freed mankind from the
ideological bankruptcy and the

failure of equality. It offered spiri-
tual food to a Spirituall starved
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“Let man consider his food ( and
how we provide it). We (‘first)
pour forth water in abundance, then
split the earth in clefts and cause to
grow therein corn and grapes and
nutritious plants and olives and dates
and enclosed gardens of thick foliage

and fodder, provision for you and
for your cattle.” (LXXX: 24-32).
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“And verily in the cattle ( too)
there is a lesson for you. From
within their bodies, between excre-
tions and blood, We produce milk
which is pure and agreeable to drink.
And from the fruits of the date-pailm
and the vine you obtain beth strong
drink and good nourishment. There-
in also is a sign for the intelligent.
And ( consider again,) thy Lord ins-
pired the bee to dwell in the hilis
and in the trees and in the structures
(men ) put up, and then te suck the

juice of all kinds of flowers and to
follow the directions of its Lord till

there issues from within its body a
drink of diverse hues, wherein is
healing for men, Verily, herein is
a sign for those who reflect” (XVi:
66 - 69 ). .

The argument can go on into
infinity, for His mercy and the signs

of Truth are infinite,

From an all-pervading Provi-
dence, the Quran proceeds directly
to the unity of God. To whom can
man bow in adoratiom and submis-
sion but to the Lord, Who cherishes
and sustains the entire Universe and
Whose limitless bounty and mercy
one ackmowledges with every beat
of one’s heart.

e ¢S dnde by 5T LTy
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“0 mankind, reflect upon Allah’s

grace. s theve a creator other than

Allah who gives you sustenance from

the heavens and the earth ? No, there

is no God but He” (XXXV: 3).

The argument naturally leads
also to the need, for man, of a moral
code, of revelgtion and of a messen-
ger from Gad. It is not possible
that the Lord, Who has provided
every necessﬁry thing for man’s ma-
terial well-bging, should not also
have provided a discipline and order
for his spiritual sustenance and
progress. The spirit has needs just
as much as the body, and it cannot
be that God should provide all
the wherewithal for the development
of the body but nothing for that of
the spirit.(

(1) The Qpintessence of Isiam.
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proposition; his reason revolts against |
it, his nature strives for constructive
beliet and faith and, in so doing, can
pass through but cannot dwell in
the barren regions of doubt and
disbelief,

The Qur’an’s approach in this
matter is not dialectical; it deos
not propound metaphysical these
and frame logical arguments for
them so as to compel an adversary
to submission; it addresses itself
always to man’s natural instinct.
According to the Qur’am, the senti-

ment of God worship is ingrained
in human nature. f a man s
inclined to turn away from it
it is but a laps on his part, and it
is necessary to redirect his atten-
tion, Arguments will ne doubt
have to be used for this purpose
but they must be such as will
not merely create a ferment in his
intellect and reason but will knock
at the inner recesses of his heart
and awaken his natural instinct,
Once his instinct is awake and
active, he will need no argument

or sermon to take him to his
goal.

.t o;_';\...jn Syt i e QL...}H e
' Man(’s very exisence) is

witness against himself, however he
may Seek excuses.” (LXXV : 14-15)

St oYy e e £ e BB
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c e Oy 1 g
(Who provides you with neuri-
shment from the sky and the earth?
who has power over your hearing
and sight? And who brings out
a living being out of a lifeless
one and a lifeless being out of a
living one?> And who rules and
regulates every thing (with Such
discipline and order)? (X : 31).
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( Who created the heavnes and
the earth ? Who sends down for
you rain from the sky, then causes
to grow orchards, full of beauty
and delight, whose trees it is not
in your power to cause to grow?
[s there another God (to be
worshiped ) besides Allah? ( But
alas, ) there are people who stray
from the right path. Say then, who
fixed the earth as am abode and ran
rivers in its folds and for (giving)
it (balance), placed firm mountains
and erected a barrier between two
waters (i.e. between oceans or
between an ocean and a river)?
Can there be any God other than
Allah ? And yet (alas,) there are many
that know not) (XXVIi:60-61)
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and reason and were based, ins- |
{ead, on irrational dogmas, The
Quran offered a rational concep-
tion for the worship of God.

The call of the Quran is basi
cally addressed to intelligent
understanding and rational refle-
ction; it particularly invites
man {0 look carefully at every-
thing in the umiverse and to
reflect upon it.

If man will use his powers of
understanding and reflection he

will realise that everything in
the universe has been created
with a2 particular purpose and
that it is related to the resi of
{he umiverse under a superior
discipline and erder,

Once man begins so to reflect
on the purposefulness of creation,
the scales will drop from his
eyes, his mind will shed igno-
rance, and the path to Truth
will unlold itself before him,

Of all the manifestations of na-
ture, the Quran bas drawn mostly,
for its argument, en the spirit and
power of 2 Supreme Norisher and
Sustainer, which is evident in the
organisation of the universe as a
whole, in every separate nook gand
corner and in every single being with
in it. That the universe should so fun-
stion that everything in it assists im
the fundamental function of sustaining
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and continuing life, that everything
that happens should prove to be a
life giving {orce and, finaily, that
there should be evident an inherent
organisation which takes into account
every possible state and circumstance
and makes every necessary adjust-
ment camnot but instil in the ins-
tinct of man the assurance that there
must be a Lord and Sustainer of the
Universe. Otherwise such a perfect
and flawless organisation for the
sustenance and continuance of life
in. a wholly intelligent and ordered
manner could not be possible,

Could such a universe com inte
existence .~ by itself without any
purpose; will or life force behind’it?
It is blind nature, lifeless matter
and senseless electrons which have
made this periectly conmceived and
organised universe, without there
being any intelligent will behind it?
Can it be that the function of
norishment anmd sustemance is per-
formed with out anyone to perform
it, that there is a vast, complicated
edifice but no architect, that things
damaged are set right again with-
out a repairer, that there are mani-
festations of mercy but no merciful
being, that there are evident sigms
of intelligence, and wisdom without
there being awise intelligence, that
there is an organisation without an
organiser, a drawing without am ar-
tist, a deefl without a doer? Man'
instinct rﬂus&s to accept such a
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