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avoir ramené a I'équilibre leur
balance, qui penchait tantot d'un
coté tantot de lautre, il les a
poussées ioutes dans une méme
direction et leur a insuffle un
méme esprit, si bien quon a le
droit de lui attribuer en propre
I'ensemble de cette oeuvre.

Pius admirable encore, et abs-
olument original, est son coté
créateur. 1l ne suffit pas, en eftet,
pour décrire la morale Koranique
de dire qu'elle a censervé ot con-
solidé le patrimoine des anciens et
quelle a concilié les différentes
vues qui avaient divisé leurs suc-
cesseurs. Il faut ajouter quelle a
agrandi et embelli cet édifice sacreé,
en y joignant de chapitres tout-a-
fait nouveaux et hautement prog-
ressiis, par lesquels elle a achevé
A jamais I'ceuvre morale.

Dens la présente étude, nous
aurons A considérer les préceptes
pratiques du Koran en eux-meémes
et dans leur stade définitif. Or il
suitit de feuvilleter les Extraits que
nous en donnons A la fin de ce
volume pour se rendre compte de
Fampleur et de la beauté de cette
institution.

Notre méthede d'exposer, dans
cette branche, dificre assez de
celles adoptiées par nos prédéces-
seurs.

En premier liew, n‘ayant pas
jugé nécessaire d'épuiser les pas-
sages ayani trait a Yaection, nous
nous sommes contentés d'en relever
un nombre suffisamment représen-
tatif pour établir les différentes
régles de la conduite.

Ensuite, nous avons essayé,
dans la mesure du possible, d'éviter
les repétitions.

Enfin, au lieu de suivre I'ordre
des sourates (comme Ghazali) eu
'ordre alphabétique des concepts
(comme La Beaume ), nous avons
adopté un ordre logique. Les textes
sont groupes en chapitres, suivant
le genre de rapport que la régle a
pour object d’organiser; et, 4 I'in-
térieur de chaque catégorie, nous
avons distingué plusieurs petits
groupes de textes, auxquels nous
avons donmé des sous-titres résu-
mant I'enseignement particulier qui
s'en dégage. De maniére & permet-
tre au lecteur ce trouver facilement
le précepte quil aura a chercher.

L'ensemble des textes einsi
ordonnés constitue un programme
complet de la vie pratique selon le
Koran. Comment I'homme doit-il
se comporter en lui-méme, dans sa
tamille, avec les hommes en général,
quels sont les principes qui doivent
regir les rapports enfre gouverneurs
et gouvernés, entre Erats ou crm-
munautés ; comment faut-il rendre
le culte 2 Dieu. Tout y est dit, de
facon claire et assez définie.
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Cet ordre logique, nous le
trouvons chez certains savants
chiites tel que A. M. ei-Ardabili,
mort en 993 H. dans sa “Dourrat
el-Baiane” et ALA. el Djazairi en-
Nadjafi, mort en 1150 H.,, dans ses
Kaldid ed-Dourar” Mais ces deux
livres, qui peuvent étre considérés
comme des répertoires pour les
passages du Kor'an relatifs au droit
islamique, ne traitent que rarement
des préceptes moraux.

Ainsi, personne, a notre con-
naissance, n'a entiepris jusqu'ici
de dégager la loi morale du Kor'an
dans son ensemble et n'a essayé
d’en présenter les principes et les
régles s)us la forme d'une structure
cohérente, indépendamment de tou-
tes ses attaches avec les discip-
lines voisines. Et c'est cette tiche
que nous nous sommes proposé
d’'accomplir ici, dans la mesure de
nos moyens,

I. Division et méthode.

Sous le vocable générique de
loi morale, nous distinguons com-
me tou! le monde deux branches
ditiérentes : théorie et pratique.

Or notre étude du texte Kor-
anique nous a révélé, non seule
ment la présence dans le Kor'an de
ces deux branches de la science
éthique, mais encore que la for-
mule qu'il en donne atteint un

degré de perfection qui ne laisse
rien & désirer.

Aspec pratique - Dans une pub-
lication récente, nous avions con-
sidéré la morale pratique du Kos’an
dans son rapport avec la sagesse
ancienne, et nous avons pu en re-
lever trois caractéres, que nous
rappelons ici briévement.

D'abord, en tant que gardian
et continuateur de la tradition, le
Kor'an se distingue déja par cette
immense étendue dans Jaquelie
il a embrassé toute la substance
de la loi morale qui restait dispe-
rsée dans les enseignements des
saints et des sages, fondateurs et
réformateurs éloignés les uns des
autres a travers le temps et les-
pace, et dont certains mémes n’ont
laissé aucun vestige. Ce coté-la
est peut-étre la caractéristique la
plus saillante du Koran, mais
non la plus précieuse mi la plus
originale.

L’orininalité de cet enseignem-
ent apparnit avec plus d’'éclatg dans
sa maniére de présenter et de
rapporcher ces différenies lecons
de 'antiquité, de facon a en transfor-
mer la diversité en une unité indi-
visible, et la divergence en un parfait
accord. C'est qu'il a commencé par
écarter dans les lois antérieures
tout ce qu'il y avait d’'apparemment
médiocre ou excessif; et, aprés
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moralité et qui n'adoptent pas tou-
jours rigoureusement le point de
vue spécifliquement moral, la théorie
qu'on en donne dépend dans une
large mesure, sinon des vues per-
sonnelles, du moins de [I'esprit
d'école de leurs auteurs, le Koran
n'étant cité par eux qu'a titre com-
plémaniaire, comme illustration de
telle ou telle conception déja ado-
piée.

Sur le plan pratique, il est vrai,
nous savons qu'Al-Ghazali avait
essayé dans son ouvrage intitule
“les Joyaux du Koran”, d'analyser
la substance Koranique et de la
ramener 4 deux éléments esseutiels,
I'un ayant trait & la connaissance,
I'autre a la conduite. Il en venait
a désigner dans le premier ordre
763 versets, et 741 dans le second.

Malheureusement,
d'inventaire, qui comstituait un pre-
mier pas dans la préparation des
matériaux a construire, n'était pas
suivie de l'élaboration nécessaire
puur en élever l'édifice.

Ii faut reconnaitre, toutefois,
que le choix de matériaux y a été
fait en somme d’'aprés une régle,
et que les verseis choisis dans la
section pratique coincident souvent
avec 'objet de notre étude. Il n'en
est pas de méme de exiraits faits,
soit par le cadi Abou-Bakr el-
Djassas, Hanafie, mort en 370 de

cette sorte

IHégire, dans ses “ Ahkame
Koran"” (Stamboul 1338 H), soit pare
le cadi Abou Bakr Ibn el “Arabi,
Malikite, mori en 542 H., dans son
livze intitnle également Abkame
el-Koran (éd Sa‘ada, Caire 1321 H)

~soit par Moulla Ahmad Djioune,

Indou, hanafite mort en 1130 H.
dans ses “ Tafsirdt Ahmadyya fi
Baidne el Aiat ech-Char‘yva” (Bo-
mbay 1327 H.} Non seulement les
textes Kouraniques ayant trait a la
morale sont inextricablement sub-
mergés, dans cee ouvrages, par les
textes relatifs aux sujeis juridiques,
principoiogiques, théclogiques, cos-
moloiques ¢t autres; mais nous
voyons chez les deux Cadis des
versels cités a propos dec quesiions
auxquelies le texte n'a qu'un rap-
port lointain, ou dont il est sim-
plement }'cccasion.

En tous cas, par leur maniére
de grouper les passages Koraniques
selon ['crdre des seuraies, tous les
auteurs, y compris Ghazali, ont fait
de leurs extrails un agrégat de
matiéres éparses gqu'aucun esprit de
famille ne reiie, et dans lesquelles
n'apparait aucune suite d'idées.
Ainsi, ap.és uvoir rompu [unité
primitive de chaque souratis, ils
n‘ont pas pu y suppléer par une
unité logique entre les fragmenis
choisis et par un classement métho-
diqgue qu'exige la régle de l'en-
seignement.



do =) baass [ Lol 43 o

- 13 —

“La Morale du Kordn’

(2)

Par

Dr. MoHAMMAD ABDULLAH DrAz

e —

Mais, en consultant noire bib-
liothéque islamique elle-méme, nous
avons constaté qu'elle n'a connu
jusqu'ici que deux sortes d’enseig-
nement moral: ou bien ce sont des
conseils pratiques, destinés a former
les mceurs de la jeunesse, en lui
inspirant la conviction de la haute
valeur de la vertu; cru bien c’est
une description de la nature de
I'ame et de ses faculiés, puis une
définition et une division de la vertu,
calquées le plus souvent rurle mo-
déle platonicien ou péripatéticien,
Et il n’est pas rare de voir les deux
méthodes se succéder sous la plume
d'un méme auteur. Ii s'agissait
ainsi, dans tous les cas, d'ceuvres
purement humaines, cu les auteurs
s'efforcaient de mettre les fruits
de leurs méditations et de leurs é&tu-
des philorophiques, et dans lesque-
lles le texte Koranique faisait délaut
ou ne figurait qu'a titre secondaire,

Pas plus donc chez les Musulm-
ans que chez les I[siamisants, la

morale Koranique n’avait fait I'objet
principal d'étude et de codification,
ni du point de vue théorique ni du
point de vue pratique. Afin que
cetie double affirmation revéte un
caractére rigoureux, et qu'elle soit
exempte de toute équiveque, nous
creyons devoir y joindre quelques
précisions.

D’abord dans le domaine spécu-
latif, nous ne prétendons pas Dar
nos recherches avoir a pénétrer
dans un pays jusqu'ici inexpleré.
Les savants musulmans ont, de
bonne heure, exercée leur talent
sur ce sujet : les théologiens et les
principologistes, sur le critére du
bien et du mal (ou selon leur
expressicn, sur la question du beau
et du laid ) ; les jurisconsultes, sur
les conditions de la responsabilité;
les moralistes et les mystiques sur
I'efficacité de I'effort et la pureté
de l'intention, Mais, outre que ces
noitons sont restées ainsi disséminées
dans les diverses disciplines, qui
touchent de prés ou de loin la
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Western Writers On Islam

Before the contact of Westemn
culture with Islam, the uncharitable

and unkind writers and preachers
from that part of the world poured

forth torrents of abuse on the
Prophet, but to say with Carlyle :

“ Muhammad is no longer an
impostor, but a great refermer: He

is no longer a neurotic patient suf-
fering from epilepsy, but a man of

tremendous character and unbending
will, He is no longer a seli-secking

despot, ministering to his own sel-
fish ends, but a beneficent ruler

shedding light and love around him.
He is no longer an epportunist, but

a Prophet with a fixed purpose, and

a man of strong will, undeviating !

in his consistency.”

All this Europe acknowledged

and freely, too, Carlyle and Gibbon,
gifted writers. both have each in his

own way, done full justice to this
man, in whom merges all that is

best in humanity. His whole being
was permeated with Divine Love. In

fact, he was so much in love with
his Maker that his whole fife was
devoted to an uphill struggle for
Truth and Righteousness. Davenpert

and Boswell in English, Krehl and
Gremence in German and Gaetani in

ltalian have opened to the Western
world vista s of the life of the Pro~
phet, which demolish completely the
stock arguments employed by unjust

critics against this, the greatest be-
nefactor of humanity. George Bernard

Shaw sings the following paean of
praise :

“] have always held the religion
of Mubammad in high estimation
because of its wonderful vitality.
It is the only religion which appears
to me to possess that assimilating
capability to the changing phases
of existence which can make itself
appeal to every one, 1 have prophe-
sied about the faith of Mnhammad

that it would be acceptable fo the
Europe of tomorrow as it is begin-

ning to be acceptable to the Europe
of today; The medieval ecclesiastics

either through ignorance or bigotry
painted Islam in the darkest colours.

They were, in facet, tratined to

hate the man Mubhammed and his

" religion.
i anti - Christ,
" the wonderful

To them Muhammad was
| have studied him—
man, and in my
opinion, far from being am anti-
Christ, he must be called the saviour
of humanity : 1 believe that if a
man like him were to assume dicta-
torship of the modern world, he
would succeed in solving its prob-
lems in a way that he would bring
it the much needed peace and hap-
piness. But to proceed, it was in
the ninetenth century that honest
thinkers like Carlyle, Gibbon and
Goethe perceived intrinsic worth in
the religion of Muhammad—already,
even. at the present time many of
our people have gone over to his
faith, and Islamisation of Europe
may be said to have begun.”

( THE MESSAGE )
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of 10. Oxygen is the medium of
life for all animals on the earth,
and it cannot be procured except
from air.

Ox-gen is out of mixture with
other gates in the space and is
always found in t:e rate which is
necessary tfor life, If oxygen were
in t:e rate of 50, for examble, all

)

combustable elements in the world '

would burst into flame.

On the other hand, the life of
all plants depends upon the tiny

measuies of carban dioxide in the

air. It is a scientific fact that the
leaves of trees are functicning as
the lungs in animals. Those leaves
reduce carhon dioxide through the
rays of th» sun into carbon and
oxygen. Plant repels oxygen and
keeps carbon mixed with the hvd-
rogen of the water which is absor-
bed by the plant’s roots. Through
these chemical processes, nature
produces, through plant, cellulose,
other chemicals, fruits, flowers,
nourishement for plart itself ;
while the renelled oxygen is in-
haled by animals and humans.

~ So, oxygen, hydrogen and car-
bon dioxide, carbon, whether isol-
ated or mixed are the basis of the
principal biological processes, which
are necessary for life. There is no
one single chance out of millions
of chances which realizes the pro-
portion nf thece elements in the
way that is necassarv for life as

it is found actually in nature. Cer-
tainly beyond this wonderful sys-
tem there is a power certifying
that God, the Almighty, is the Sole
Creator and Planner of this uni-
verse, The Holy Qur’an says :

* He brought down from the
sky a rain for you, out of which
you drink, and out of which there
grows plant in which you graze

. your animals. Out of it He grows

for you grass, olives, palm-trees
grapes, and all truits : certainly in
this there is a sign for people who
think. And He made subservient to
you night, the day, the sun, the

' moon and the stars: all are made

subservient by His order: in this
there is a sign for people who
mind. And there it a sign in what
He Created in the earth of all
kinds : surely, in this there is a
sign for pecple who remember.
And He made subservient to you
sea, out of which you eat tender
meat, and bring forth out of it or-
nament which yon wear: and you
see the ships running therein to
seak God’s favour thereby, so that
you may thank Him. And He put
in the earth mountains to make it
stabie, and rivers and roads to
guide you. And He made the stars
as guide, by which you know your
way. Is He Who creates as he who
does not create? Would you not
mind ? And if vou count God’s
favours, you will not be able to
do it : surely God is Forgiving,
Merciful. ”
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and evidence. Abu-Hanila was
chosen to meet that athiest in a

certain time, but Abu-Hanifa was
late intentionally. When he arrived

to the meeting place, he was aiked
by his opponent about the cause
of his delay. Abu-Hanifa answered
in this ways :

“Here is the cause of my delay:
I had to cross the river to reach
here, but the boat was on the
other side of the river, and there
was no boatmen to bring it over
to my side. So I had to point out
to the boat to move by itseil until
it came to me to cross me over
the river. This is the cause of my
delay.” The athiest said amazingly :
“This is unreasonabie ! How a boat
could move by itself ? Abu- Hanila
answered :” If you could not believe
that a boat may move by itself,
how possibly you want us to
believe that this world is func-
tioning with no God and Creator 7"

The athiest was at loss to
answer. The present audience shou-
ted praising. God, the Almighty,
while Abu-Hanifa recited these
Qur’anic Verses :

“God is He, than whom there
is no other God: Who know all
things both secret and open; He
Most gracious, Most Merciful. God
is He, than whom there is no other
God; the Sovereign, the Holy One,

the Source of Peace, the Guardian

‘of Faith, the Preserver of Safety,

the Exalted in Might, the Irresis-
table, the Supreme. Glory be to
God! High He above the pariners
they attribute to Him. He is God,
the Creator, the Evolver, the Besi-
ower cof Forms; to Him belong
the Most Beautiful Names : what-
ever is in the heavens and on
earth declare His praises and glory;
and He is the Exalted in Might,
the Wise.”

QUESTION :

Is it true that there is a con-
tradiction be!tween the believe in
God and science ?

ANSWER :

Le* us take from the example
of oxygen a proof for the power
of God in this universe. It is &
scientific fact that the air is com-
posed of oxvgen, netrogen, argon,
neon, carbon dioxide and other
rare gases. Carbon dioxide in the
air is in the rate of 3 out of 10,000,
argon has the rate of one percent,
and netrogen the rate of 78°/,
while oxygen has the preportion
of 21°/,,. The pressure of air on the
ground is at filteen pounds per
squere inch in the sea level. The
rate of oxygen in this pressure is
three pounds. The rest of oxygen
in nature is in solid ground, amd
also in sea with the rate of 8 out
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QUESTION :
Hew possibly, then, could we
know Ged without understanding

His Mighty Being?

ANSWER:

If you look to the creation of
the umiverse, its wonders and its
harmony ; to the sky with Its stars
and planets ; to the earth with its
kingdoms of animals and plants
and to the iumankind with its wo-
nderful structure-if you loek to all
this vou will undoubtedly come to
believe tha' bevond this great and
perfect universe there is a Perfect
Creator. The power of this creator
should be unlimited, and beyond
the limited human mind to under-
stand. The Almighty Being is in
no need of others, while all others
are in need of Him. He is the
Planner of the universe, and He
Himself is above all plans and
laws,

Thus, you will find youraelf tully
convinced that the Creator of the
universe is distingnished by all
perfect attributes, and is exalted
asbove all the attributes of imper-
fection and disablity. This belief
in the Existence and the Perfect
Attributes of God is the natural
belief of humankind irom eternity,
as the Holy verse states:

* The nature of God in which
He created humankind, no altera-
tion in the creation of God. This

g9 —

is the upright religion, but wost
of people know not. ,,

QUESTION :

How can we prove the existe-
nce of God through reasonable ar-
gument which is mere accepted in
our medern time ?

ANSWER:

If you have lelt your beok on
your desk and returned back to
find that your book is in the drawer,
you will be sure that someone has
put in the drawer, for it is cerlain
that the beok cannot tramsfer itseif
from its place. But if you find a
certain person in two different times
in two situations like sitting and
lying down om the ground, you
will not question his movements,
because he can move by himself.

Thus all things in the universe
are created; because we know from
its nature and attributes that they
cannot exist without a creator.
Since the perfection of Godhead
necessitates that God is in no need
of others, we come to the conclu-
sion that God is Existent and is no
need of others {o bring Him to
existence.

It is said that a man denied
the existence of God and assumed
that this world existed by itself.
He challenged the Muslim scholars
to argue ageinst him with proof
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THE FUNDAMENTAL BELIEF IN ISLAM

BY

ABDUL WADOOD SHALABY

What is the first basis in the
major prnciples of Islam which we
should believe in ?

The first basis of faith in Islam
is to believe that God, the Al-
mighty, is the Creator and Manager
of this universe, and that his
Mighty Being is beyond humaa com-
prehension which is limited in
vision and reason.

The Prophet, therefore, ordered
us to think over the creation of
God, but not over His Being. It is
reported through Ibn Abbas that
some people tried to think abeut
the Divine Being when the Prophet
told them: * Think about the crea-
tion and the work of God and not
about his Mighty Being, for you
could not judge God's essence.”
This is not an order frem the
Prophet against the freedom of
thought and mind, but is a safe
guard aganist misguidance
aganist the search after the -
knewn, which is beyond our m’
to comprehend. If human 1c
could not so far understand

essense of electricity and magne-
tism which are actually utilized by
people, how, then, can come to
comprehend the essence of God
who described Himself in this
Holy Verse :

“ Vision comprehends Him not,
and He comprehends all vision, and
He is the All-Kind, All-Knowing ",

Al-Shibly, the great Muslim

- 'mystic (mercy of God be upon him),

said when he was asked : what is
God?: “He is the One and the
Known to be bevond limits and
words. "

Someone asked Yahya ibn
Mu'ath : * Tell me about God, the
Almiglity.” Yahya Said : “He is
the One.” “ How is He ?”, He was
asked. “He is the Aimighty ", he
inswered. * Where is He.” he was
asked again. “ He is waching over
sverything ? he answered, “ Then
1e enquirer said: “ 1 did not ask

yu about this.” Yahya answered:
Jothing beyond this. The des-
ition of the created is other

the Attributes of the Creator.”
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He is a idea! example for the
people. “Verily in the messenger
of Allah you have a good example,
for him who looketh unto Allah
and the Last Day and rememberth

Allah much.” His relationshio with |

the Belivers is a# the Quran Said :

“The propbet is closer to the
belivers than their selves.”

Every beliver is bound to ask
for God’s blessing for His prophet:
“Allah and His angels Shower bles-
sings on the prophet. O ye who
belive! Ask blessings on him and
Salute him with a worthy Solution,”

His apostolical mission was nnt
contined to any pariicular race,
community, time or place. The
entire teaching of the Prophet
Muhammad is based on the univer-
sal path of submission to the one
lord of the universe ; who created

all men alike as human beings, but
divided themselves into groups and
factions on the basis of race, clour,
language, nationality ect;

The Quran explains that these
differences are artificial, But one Sin-
gle relation ship held them to gether;
that is the bond of human brether-
hood. There is one Sacred bond
which could unite them inspite of
all differences; this is the commen
worship of the one God. This is
the fundamental teaching of the
apostie. The Islamic faith is te
fallow man’s orginal nature as de-
sipned by God. The Quran Says:

“Set thv purpose for religion
as a man by nature upright the
nature ( framed God) in which He
hath created man. There is no
altering (the law of) God's creation.
That is the right religion, but most
men know not.” -
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into a Single brotherhood. Then

God sent the prophet Muhammad

with a complet and perfect system
of life for the mankind, and He

called to people to build a universal
brotherhood. The Qur'an declared :

Say, O man kind! I am the
messenger of Allah to you all. Him
unto whom belongeth the soverignty
of the heaven and the earth. There
is no God Save him.”

The Lord of the mankind has
prepared Him and blessed Him,
Irom his childhood, inorder to be-
come the ideal example for huma-
nity in all walks of life. About
the God's direction and protection,
the Quran Says :

“Did he not find thee an orphan
and protect thee ?

Did he not find erring and
direct thee ?

Did he not find thee destitute
- and enrich thee ?”

He is a apostie of Mercy for

the world. “We sent thee not save
as a mercy for the people " His
position among the prophets is
clear from this Quranic verse:

“0O Prophet! We have Sent
thee as a witness and a bringer of
good tidings and a warner, and as a
Summener unto God by His permis-
SiO}l;l and as a lamp that giveth

"”

The place of the apostle amonge
Prophe!s is clear from the following
verses :

(1) But how ( will it be with
them ) When we bring of every
people a witness, and we bring
thee (O Muhammad) a witness
against these ? On that day these
who disbelieved and disobeyed the
messenger wiil wish that they were
level with the ground, and they
can hide no fact from Allah.”

(2) “And (be think you of)
the day when we raise in every
nafion a witness against them of
their own folk and we bring thee

(Muhammad ) as a witness against
these ™.

(3) “When Allah made ( His )
Covenant with the prophets, (He
Said ) : Behold that which I have
given you of the scrinture and
Knowledge. And afterwards there
will come unto you a messenger,
Confirning that which ye posses.
ye shall believe in him and ye shall
help him. He Said : Do ye agree,
and will ve take up My burden
(which I lay upon you) in this
(Matter ) ? They answered: We

agree. He Said : Then bear ye
witness. I will be a witness with
you”.

What is the place of His people
among cther nations ? The Quran
Says: “Thus we have appointed
you a middle nation, that ye may
be witnesses againsy Mankind, and
that the messenger may be a wi:-

ness against you’.

“Ye are the best Community
that hath been raised up for man-
kind ”.
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THE GREATNESS OF THE APOSTLE

By : ABDUL RAHIM FUDA

The Prophets are the high peaks
of the human scciety. They are the
torch bearers of truth and guidance
to the people. And thay are the
aposties of peace and Divine path
in the woil:l. They form the fore-
line of the righteous people upon

them God has showered his favour
and grace. The Qur’an Says :

“ Whose nbeyeth God and the
messenger, they are with those
unto whom God ba:h shown tavour,
of the prophets and the saints and
the martyrs and the righteous. The
best of company are they !”

There was a chain of aposties
whom God sent, one after another,
as Divine messengers., The Qur'an
Says :

“We have sent a number of
messengers before thee ( Muham-
mad ), among them those of whom
we have told thee something and
others of whom we have not told
thee anything. ”

The Qur’'an has stressed the
universality of Divine guidance and
proclaimed that there have been
countless prophets in various places
and at different times. “ For every
nation there has been a messenger.”
He sent every messenger with the
janguage of peapie. As the Qut'an
Says: “ And we never sent a mes-

senger save with the language of
his people that he might make

( the message of God) clear for
them. ”

The teachings of all prophets
were basically the same, and each

of them was confirming the other,
and the Qur'an Said :

“We have sent the book (O
Muhammad ! ) to thee with the
truth, confirming the books sent
down before it.”

The Qur'an has repeatedly war-
ned against discrimination among
the prophets and the Holy books.
It declared : ‘It is not righteous-
ness that you turn your faces to
the east or to the west but right-
eous is he who belives in God and

the Last Day and God's angeis and
the book and the prophets.”

When the prophet Muhammad
has come, the followers of the
various apostles and bouks had
fallen into some great errors, like
religious groupsm, narrow minded-
ness. They forgot the object of.
religion, ignored the fundamental
teachings of it. This condition led
to mutual hatred, enmity and wars.
The mankind was looking joreward
to able guide who could sweep
away all artificial difierences and
factions and reunite the peeple
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Judgment or Reckoning. Man must
be prepared to face the conseque-
nces of his acts, as he expects
every thing else to have a known,
natural and inevitable effect. Thir-
dly, man should expect only justice,
the due result of his acts, God is
neither arbitrary nor revengeful.

4 — In making submission to
Him and acknowledging and see-
king His help, it is not said merely
that we worship Him and seek
His help. It is said instead :

“Thee (alone) we worship; and
Thee (alone) we ask for help.”
No! only has it fixed the relation-
ship between man and his Lord, but
it has also proclaimed in unequi-
vocal terms the unity of God, and

it closes all patbs to polytheism,
in whatever form.

5 — The path of profit and
grace is described as the straight

path. The straight path is easier
to recognise and follow, and the
more one deviates from it the grea-
ter the danger of cne's going astray.

6 — Often, however, it is not
easy to distinguish which is the
straight path Man is helpless, for
the answer to the question is
hidden in the womb of the future,
and he can but proceed on the
basis of his very limited knowledge
and very restricted reason. He can
then but seek the grace of God
and pray : O Lord, direct us on
the straight path, “the path” — for
I know not which it is — of those
on whom thou hast bastowed thy
grace, not of those who have
brought upon themseives thy wrath
and have gone astray. (1)

(1) The Quintessence of Islam.

BY : ASHFAQUE HusaiN
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This Sura, Al-Fateha, Sets forth
“these fundamen:als, with incompa-
“pable effect, in wurds which are
'few and numbered and - ¢t sorrecise
and simple that they make a direct
impact on the mind and heart of
the reader. That is as it Should

be, for the mure simply a truth is |

stated the more comvincing it is;
nature itself it simple and it is
only artifice and ornamertation
which make things complicated. So
this sura says the simples: things
in the simplest worde. It addresses
God by those very attributes whose
manitestations surround one all
the time, even if ene is ignorant or
negligent enough nct to notice
them ; it proclaims submission to
the Lord of the Universe; it ack-
nowledges His help in everything;
it prays for the oath of rectitude,
avoiding the world's temptations
and pitfails, There is aparently
nothing remarkable in ali this; it
contains n» difficult thought or
novel idea or escteric formula. Now
tha* we have bzen repeating it
countless times and its message
hag been before mankind for cen-
turias, it appears a common place;
ye:, when it was presented to
the worid there appeared to be
nothing more obscure and strange.

Very briefly, this short simple
prayer, with out entering into any
argument or even explanations,

sets before mankind in the clearest
posgible terms the following basic
spiritual lessons :

1 - One of the greatest spiri-
tual errors of man has been to
conceive of God as an awesome
and terrifying being rather than as
Love. The Sura, thereiore, begins
with  HAMD, aderation through
praise ; theare
any fearsome aspect of divinity.

2— The first attribute of God
referred to is that of Rebbil-Ala-
meen, the Cherisher, Nourisher and
Sustainer of the Universe, and it
contains two lessons. It tells man
of God Who gives him ail he
needs by way of sustenance, ma-
terial and spiritual, so that he may
protect himself from all evii and
proceed to his full development.
Secondly, it tells him that God is
the God of the Universe, not of
any part of it. There is no room left
for any narrow mindedness, preju-
dice and exploitation, Whether in-
dividua!, tribal, communal, racial,
national, religious or of anv other
kind, His grace and giits are for all
mankind, not tor any particuiar
group or any particular religion.

3— He is the Lord of the Day
of Judgmeni. Firsily, He is the
Supreme Judge; to none else is
it given to sit in judgment upon
man. Secondly, there is a Day of

is no reference to
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The opening sura ( chapter) of
the Quran has been variously
referred to as Fatehatul-Kitab
(the opening of the book), Ummul-
Quran (ithe most prominent in the
Qur'an or, alternatively, the essence
of the Qur’an), Al-Kalia (the suffi-
tient), Al-Kanz (the treasure}, etc.
The Qur'an itself gives a special
piace to this chapter, for it refers
to it thus : “we have bestowed
upon thee the Seven oft-repeated
and the great Quran” (XV: 87).
The ' expression “Seven oft-repea-
ted” it has been estabilished, refers
this chapter which centains
Seven verses and which is repeated
over and over again in prayers

and aiso on other solemn occasions. |
¢
The prominent place given to |
this chapter is due to the fact that
it is not only the intreduction to
the Qur'an but also its essence.
All that has been stated at length
in the Quran about the funda-
mentals of religion has been said
in the seven brief verses of this
chapter. If a man is unable to read
anything else of the Quran but
can master the meaning of these
few short phrases, he will have
fully grasped the fundamental pur-
pose of religion and the path to
truth and self - fultilment.

The entire sura is in the form
of a prayer and its words are so

simple and telling that even an
uneducated person can understand
them and be moved by them. it
was with this in view that this
chapter was made the central piece
of Islamic litrature, and it is re-
peated several times during each
prayer and on all other solemn
occasions.

What are the fundamentals of
true religion ?

They can perhaps be reduesd
to the follewing :

a) To have a correct conceprion
of the a‘tribuies cf God. The errors
into which man has fallen in his
worship of God have all emanated
from his misunderstanding of God’s
attributes.

b) To belive in the law of just
returns. Everything in the world
has particular properties and a na-
tural effect, and so man’'s actions
also have certain properties and
effects; Good actions lead fo gocd
and evil actions to evil.

¢) (o belive in life after death.
Man's life does not end in this
world: life will continue beyond it
and man will continue to reap the
returns of his actions.

d) To recognise the path of
rectitude and grace.
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AL-FATEHA
The Opening Chapier of the Quran

MouLaNA ABUL KarLAM AZAD

[ Moulana Abul Kalam Azad was a scholarly teacher and a learned
theologian. He had strong literary tastes and he was interested in
the moedern language and litrature. While his {raining and upbringing
had given him a great deal of knowledge of classical litrature,
nature had endowed him with a creative and objective mind. Thus
he combined true conservatism with modernism. He did not leave
everything that is old simply because it was old. And he did
not accept the new merely because It was a new.

In his explanation of messege of the Qur'an he warned that the
principles of Qur'an could not be tested by the ever limited know-
ledge of man. Because the science and prilosophy can lead man only
to a limited extent., The ultimate guide of man must be inspiration
beyond Science, faith, logic and philosophy. It is noteworthy that
Moulana Azad Spent his whole lite in controvercial politics but
his writings have no sign of any prejudice or bias.

Moulana Abul Kalam Azad's commentary of the first chapter of
the Qur'an, Al-Fateha, contains all the spritual teachings ot the Quran,
the fundamentals of Islam and it deals with several problems which
have been a challenge to religious thought. This commentary will
give the reader 1 clear idia of Islam inits true original form, as
get forth in the Quran, by a theologian, humanist and a modern
intelleciual — M. Alwaye |
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