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Re~organisation of Al~-Azhar University

is a new revolution

By

Abd El-Moneim Khattab

More than one thousand years
ago, The Fatimi leader “Gawher”
had built Al-Azhar Mosque. He had
built it to be a place for wershipp-
ing, but graduaily, the Mosque has
become, not only a place where
prayers are performed, but also a
sehool where Muslims receive religi-
ous educations.

At present time, the government
ol revslution issued the law of the
re-organisation of Al-Azhar univers-
ity. The new law stipulates that
besides the facuities lor Islamic
studies, other faiculiies will also be
established for Engineering, Industr-
ies, Agriculture, Medicine and Admi-
nistration.

Morecver, the law maintaing
that Al-Azhar is the greatest Islamic
authority, upholding lslamic heri'age
and its dissemination, and t"e grad-
uvation of highly educaled men of

Religion who participate in all fields
ct activily and production, besides
being the cultural* tis that binds
Arab, Islamic and foreign institutions,
According to the articles of the law
Arabic will be the language of
studies, other foreign languages will
be taught compulsory and Al-Azhar
will undeitake evervihing refated to
higher education and research.

Also, the law stats that the
university degrees will be made
equivalent to other United Arab

Republic universities. The facultie’s
degree will be equivalent to B.A.the
Specialisation degree will be equiv-
alent to the M.A., And the szcholar
degrea in Islamic or Arabic Studies
will be equivalent to Ph. D. . Due
to the new law, Al-Azhar has beco-
me, not only a religisus universily
but aleo a civic ene which s!ares in
all lieids of Religion and life.
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which is situated cn the east. A road
about 90 k.M. long joins Mecca with

Guda. The Former's height above the
red sea level is about 280 Meters.

The sacred temple s situated
in the middie of Mecca. Its area
surlace is about four feddans and a

quarter. In the midst of the sacred
mosque there is a building aboyy
15 mater height and its area surface

about 150 square meters. Its ceiling
is adorned with attraclive ornaments
and set up on three pillars made of
aloes wood, every pillar is ebout a
quarter meter and it is built of strong
blue stones.

This building is called Katha or
the houge. At times it is called the
sacred home or the aged cne. It Is

the Kibla of ell Moslems throughout
the world, Kibla or the prayer

niche, is the place towards which
all the prayers direct their faces and
hearts.

The stone situated there now
is a symbol which shows the place
where Abraham stood up to pray.

It is ment by evident signs ot
plain memecrials, the proofs that show
the truth cf Mohamad and that he

calis un‘o

ol God on the
basis of Abrahain relipion,

the way

“who entereth it
is safe” that it is a place protected
from harm or hurt, God says. “Have
they not seen that we have appoi-
nted a sanctuary immuve (for vio-
lence ) while mankind are ravaged
all around them? Do they then
believe in false and disbeliens ths
bounty of Allah™ ( The sursh of the
spider verse 67 ).

It is ment by

God replles Abraham’'s request
to make it safe when he raised up
his eyes to the sky and prayed for
safety “And when Abraham said “My
Lord made safe this teuifory and
preserve  nmie and my sons from
serving idols " ( the Surah of Abra-
ham, verse. 35).

In the ¢nd, pilgrimage is not a
compulssry duty, but one must be
able to shoulder its task at first and
foremost.

In fact, God is not in need of
people. Mohamad is but a messenger,
Messengers like of whom had passed
away before him. e whom does not
belicve and he who turns beack does
no hurt {0 Aliah, and Allah will
reward the Handiul.




do ) Lo [ Lol )3 g

.._18_

Mohamed does not call
do semething qui‘e ditierent frem what
the prophets belore him had ealled,

God says “He
for you that religion whick he com-
mended unto Noah, and that which
we inspire in three “Mohamed” and
that which we commended unto
Abraham and Moses and Jesus say-
ing : Establish the religion, and be
not divided therein. Dreedful for the
idolaters is that unto which 1thou
callest them. Allah ckooseth for him-
self when he will, and guideth unto
himsel! who turneth (to reward him)
(Surah the counsel V. 13),

In another place God emphe-
sizes this case pliinly. He says “And
strive for Allah with the endeavour
which is his right. He hath ciosen
you and hath nct laid upon you in
religion anv hardship, the faith of
your father Abrelem  (in yours ).
He hath inamed vou Muslims of
old time and in this { scriplurs )
that the measenger may be a witness
against you, and that ye may be
witnesses against mankind. So csta-
blish worship, pay the poor-due and
hold tast to Allah. He is your prote-
cting friend. A blessed Pairon and
& blessed Helper!"

Pilgrimage Is one of the clear
prosfs that Islam is the same religion
of Abraham. The sanctuary ihat
Abrahem had built with the help
of his sen Ismael is held in high
respect and estimate In Islam,

ine reeple to |

that was founded for mankind,

hath ordained !

;
n

Teo
$8YS

of view
sancluary

¢larily this point
Gaod * 151 the first
was
{hat in Becca-blessed and a guidance

to humsn beings.

In it are evident signs, even
the stending place of Abraham, and
he whe entereth it is safe, And the
pilgrimage to the temple is a service
due to God from those who are able
to journey thither. And as to him
who believeth not, verily God can
afford to dispense with eil creatures!”
(Sureh, the family of Imran, verse, 97).

If was said that the angles eor
Adem or his son shayth had built
the Kaaba, but this is mere imagin-
ation. It is a matter ‘of fact that it
had been erected up by the Prophet
Abraham and his son Ismael * And-
when Abraham and were
raising the foundations of the house.
Abraham prayed: Qur Lord, Acrept

Ismael

from us (this duty ) Lo! thou only
thou, art the hearer, the knower.”
( the Surah of the cow. verse 127).

It is not meant by the Hrst
sanctuary that it was the first one
had ever been built on the
earth, but it is meant {hat it iz the
first sanctuary appointed with the

view to worship God sincerely.

which

Becca is Mecca and it is calied
in some Arabic references “the moth-
er of villagea”. Its harbour is Guda
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THE FIRST SARCTUARY

BY
Dr. Gainal Eldin Al-Ramadi

The jews spared no eifort to
hinder Islam from spreadinrg amongst
the Arabs, They left no stome un-
turned, and used all the wespons of
wickedness, mischievousness, slander,
and calumny for that purpose.

They surrounded Islam with an
atmosphere of falsehood. They pre-
tended that the delicacies which God
prohibted had bsen prohibited for
many years ago on Noah, Abraham,
Israel, and the children of Israel.
They were not the only people in-
terdicted forim enjoying delicacies
owing to their opressiin.

The jews pretended that, with
the object to deny all soris of opress-
lon and iniquity relating {o them
and to eccuse the gloricus Quran
of being wrong.

But Geod saye “ Because of tle
wrong doing ol the jews we forpsde
them good things wiich were before
made lawful unto ‘hem, and because
of their much hinde:ing from Allah’'s
ways and of their taking ueiry
when they were forbidden it, and of
devouring people’s wealth by false
pretences. We have prepared for

those of them ( who disbelieve) a
pairful doem"” Surah the women
verse 160,

God reveals their falsehood se-
veral times and shut their mouths
with God’s outstanding proofs. God
savs in the surah of the lamily of
Irmran.

“All food was lawful unio the
children of Israel, save that which
Irrac! torbade himeseli (in days) be-
fore the Torah was revealed. Say :
produce the Torah and read it (unto
us) it ye-are truthful

{ The Surah of the {amily el
Tmren verse 93],

Amongest their hollow lies they
pretended that they loilowed the re-
ligion of Abratam ziid simulated that
it did not differ frem their religion
with the intention of preventing the
neople from adopting Islam and in-
ducing them to siick to the jewish
relipgicn,

God delies the jews ence more
and declares frenkly in His glorious
book that Islam does not diifer from
the old religion of Abraham, and
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hag forbidden the adernment -t God
which He has hrougbt fe-th for Iiis

servants and the good provisions 27
( Verses 31-32, Surah 7))

These verses do not call man
to ignore the actuality of life. The
the

adornment, while the other asks one

second verse does not deny

to attend to his adernment especially
at the time o! devotion. Islam wants
man not to perler the lile of the
world on the other one. Qur'an says
“Our God, give us (thy bounties) in
this world!”" But they will have ne
portion in the Hereafter. And there
are men who say “Our God, give
us good in this world and good in
the Hereafter, and defend us from
the torment of fire!” ( Surah 2. verses
200-201.)

To prefer world on the Here-
after, means to prefer materialism
on sPiritualism which- is the human
values that can be conceived by the
human mind and which one considers
it the goal of his life. These values

are justice, respecting relatiomship,

and human brotherhood ... etc. Because
the suiritual existence will last for
ever, the religion calls it Hereafter
And in the Hereafter, God will rew-
ard one or punish him accordind to his
deeds during his life in the world.

Thus, Islam in its orientation of
man, neither changes his nature, nor
the other.
It wishes to creat an identety for

outweighs one side over

the human being, That identety is
dualistic, contradictious and positive,
It may be subjected to materialism
and perhaps controls it. That identety
and thinks

may be

feels the tangible things,
over the unseen ones, it
influenced by the actual life and it
may affects the sensational world
and controls it.

Equitably and justly, Islam
deals with that identety in all aspects
is the

normal source of orientation, it is

of life. And because Islam
the religion of mankind. Therefore,
the society which strives hard to
achieve a better life, sbhould embrace

Islam as its faith and system of life.
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whichk He has muiiicled in varying |
Verily in
this is & sign for men who celebrate
the praises cf God (Iiv gratirude).
It i3 He who has made the sea
subjec!, that Ye i1nay eat there of
flesh that is [resh
that Ye

colonrs (and qualities 1.

end ‘ender, and

may ex!ract there from or-
naments to wear; And thou scest
the ships thercin that pleugh the
waves, that you may ceek ( thus ) of
the bounty of God, and that yeu
may be grateful. And He has sct up
on the earth mouniains  standing
firm, lest it :liculd shake with vou;
and rivers and roads; that you may
guide yourselves, And marks and
sign-posts and by the stars (men)
guide themseives. Is then whe creats,
like cne thet creais no' ? Wil Ye
not receive edmaoriiion ? I Ye would
courit up the fuveurs of God, never
weuld Ye be abie :6 number them
For God iz cif-forgiving, most mor-
ciful.” ( Surah, the Bee, verzes 4-18).

Not only the Qur'an describes
the human nature as a positive and
printable nature, ¢or does not affected

by sensaticral  world  but  also
appeals to human mind and comp-
rehenficn lor a ratione! Judpement
So Quian save “Surcie thew is &
sign in 1this fur & peonle who
reflect” “Surey there ore cigns e

this for a pecple whe understand

It

15

is gquite obvious that mind

caanot correctly judge, unlese it is
impartial and also cut of anv impris-
sion. In order fo isste a  sound
juizement, Lilam wants men not to
neg'ect Lis eonsational e, Lot to
raise his reasonable idess upper it.
Tke next verses explain these {acts
clearly “And in yourselves, do you

not see” ( Surah the wind, verse 21).

“And gave vou earz and eves
and hearts, little it that you give
thanks” ( Verse 9. Surah 32).

“And God brought ycu lorth
from the wombs of your meothers-you
know nothing end He gave ycu hear-
ing and sight 2nd hcarts that you
might give thanks,” ( Veise 18.
Surah 16.)

In his loneliness, man cer com-
prechense Divinity «@s well as he can
apprenond  ithat, frem his actual lite,
Thus, man wiih the help of his
thought, can be above the maierial
actuality, with touch c¢i it and with-
out being far from it. To enable
mizds 10 issue a reasonable judge-
ment, Islam weanis pecile not to be
under pressure of sactuality and its
influerices. this comes ihe
ni-aning ol the Asceci:ism in lslam.
Aseccitism does

From

noet meenr 'c oskun
the actual bLife, but o atrects cnly
the atiention agaiust resignation to
niaterialism. Qur'an says “O children
of Adam, aitend to ycur sdornment

at every time of prayer” ,Say: who
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actual and sensational warld, dismi-
ssing the relation belween this orie-
ntation &id the human nature.

Surely, materialistic or actuality
in' any orientation, gives the interest
to man's lile through its aciuality
alone. Hence, it is not more suitable
to the human nature, than the ideal
rationalism, which only considers the
thinking and understanding, without
giving the eflects of actual existence
upon man's lifc any conzideration.

From the above mentioncd facts
it can be concluded that, if tkere is
a reasonable orientation, which heeds
the contradiction of the human nature,
and heeds also the influences of tve
actuality upon man’s life, this orien-
tation will be more suitable and
comfortable for the human na'ure. It
will lead tie man and his society to
the required goal to realize a botter
buman standard.

Islam _is the natural origin of

orientation .

But, is Islam tlie origin of that
reasonable orientalion ? Does it call
the Prophet with
the actuallly and 1o 2xamin ii in the
game time ? Suraly, whon Is'ain calls
ene to believe in (oo, it guides him
to come nearer to actuality, and also
to seek procfs, of the existence of
God, in his actual life. Qur'an says ;

o bhe gonnectad

!
, the

“He has created mesn
sperm-drof: hehold this same
(msn) becomes an open disputer!
And cattle He has created fer you
(men ):From them ynu drive war-
mth, and numercus bhenefits, &nd of
their (meat) Ye eat. And Ye have
a sense of pride and beau'y in them,
#s you drive them home in the eve-
ning, and as you lead them forth to
pasture in the morning. And they
carry your heavy loeds o lande that
you could not {otherwise) reach
except with sou!s distressed . For
your God is indeed most kind, most
merciful. And (He has created)
horses, Mules, and donkeys, for you
to ride and vse for show, And He
has created (other) things of which
Ye have no knowledge. And unto
God leads straight the way, but
there are ways that turn aside: H
Gud kad willed, He could have guided
ali of you, It i3 He who sends down
rain from the skv :From it Ye drink,
and eut of it ( grows ) the vegetation
on which Ye feed your cattle, With
it He produces for you cern, clives,
Date-palms, grapes, and every kind
o! fruit : Verilv, in this is a sign for

those who give thevght.

frem a
and

L |

tle has niade subject o you

the ht and the Day; the S5¢n and

m: and tne Stars are in sub-

Nig
Mot
jection by His command: Verily in
this are signs for men who are
wise. And the things on this earth
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do not exactly represent the princi-
ples o that orientation as it is sup-
posed to be, especially when it is
examined by an impartial mind. Ho-
wever close the people reaction te
these principles, it may be rejected
by some of them, at least, in their
interior feelings. They also cannot
respond themselves with the princi-
ples of this orientation. Hence, we
cannot consider this orientation as a
true representation for this society.

Actually, the “deeds of the pee-
ple of Al-Madinah ™ are not consi-
dered in the view of the Shafie school
as an islamic regulations, although
the Malakite school considered it as
an islamic rules explained by the
Prophet “ peace may be upon him ™
In this respect, Shafie said " 1 only
accept the authentic and uttered
Hadith . It is quite apparent, that
the deeds of Al-Madina people — that
Shatie considered it as an incomplete
proof for the authentic Hadith - are
of those who had been closely
sociated with the Prophet and the
fime of revelation. They were the

as-

frist pioneers of Islam, and nearer te
the islamic teachings than the others,
therefore, we must put their time
and society in our consideration
The Prophet Mohamad Said * The
century in which 1 live is the best,
then those who come after mine, then

t

those who come after them .

According to these two main
sources, we come to conclusion that,
when the principles of any orienta-
tion are compatible with the human
nature in its formation, its develope-
ment and also ifs entention; it will
be completely convenient, especially,
in guiding people and getting their
interest. This will be realized after
purifying their minds of other sedi-
ments so completely and replacing it
with the new and the good.

Confidently, the human nature
can be discribed as a nature of ra-
tional animalism and nature of spiri-
tual materialism. It contains both
dualistic and antagonistic. Moreover,
il always inclines to have a conne-
ction with - the sensational world,
although it has the direction to be
separated from it.

The human nature also has the
ability to invistigate the actual exis-
tence of life, and also it can be aff-
ected by it. Being directed by a
certain orientation and continuously
affected by the actual existence, the
human nature, or what so called the
sensational world has been removed
away from its normality, as if it is
guided by another orientation te be
higher than the actual existence, and
to have the ability of testing this
orientation. It will be, as far as it is

[ away frem the connection with the
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enemy, 80 long as they are not agpr-
this respect, Qur'ansays
“And if they inclined tc peace, in-
cline thou also to it and trust in
God, surely He is the hearer, the
knower"”,

essors. In

[ Surah the fighting, verse 61 ]-

Moreover, Islam neither degrades
the unbelievers, nor deprives them
any of their rights. It treats them
kindly and justly, so long as they are
not tyrant or aggressors. Qur'an says
“And let not hatred of a people
incite you not to act equitably. Be
just that is nearer to observance of
duty, and keep your duty to God”.

[ Surah the Table, verse 8].

Islam differs from other ideolo-
gies, which direct modern societies
in thier attitude towards unbelievers,
whether they are individuals or com-
munities. These modern philosophical
ideologies attempt to limit the scope
of Islam and its effect, to a certain
period, namely, the period of the
prophet Mohamad “peace may be
upon him”, to m certain place which
is the Arabian peninsula, and also te
a certain people that is the primi-
tive erabian tribes, Theyv also claim
that Islam cannot contribute its share
towards the development of the mo-
dern human clvilization, and also
cannot keep what it already have

obtained through this civilization.

Therefore, they presumes that, to be
a Muslim is to remain at the pri-
mitive stage or to cease the humaen
progress to advance, and both the
two, actually, are contrary to the hu-
man ever changing nature.

Surely, the criterion upon which
the validity of Islam or the other
modern ideologies, Such as Demo-
cracy, capitalism and Socialism ; is
the human standerd which assure
the main human characteristics. The
more, the principles of Islam or the
modern ideologies, nearer to the hu-
man standard, is the more valid and
suitable for human life. On the con-
trary, the more deviate and away
from it, is the more unsuit to the
human nature and unfit to the desi-
rable life which man yearns and
endeavours to attain through the
stages of his life, from infancy to
maturity,

Undoubtedly, the above mention-
ed standard is the gonl of every one in
his life, it is also the main purpese
of the orientation in the name of
the Divine guidance or the name of
enlightening by means of knowledge,
knowledge that comnes from tbe con-
templation of the universe or from
the aclivity of the human minds.

As a matter of fact, when any
human society is controlied by a
certain orientation, its experiences
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Actually, the party of the stoo-
ges of colonialists was indebted, in
several ways, to the party
that held tight and adnered to Islam.
It was kept away from belonging
to colonialism, it felt digaity and ho-
nour becouse of maintainace and
detence of their country against the
colonialists, instead of gaining them
because of serving the enemy. Now,
it is the seventh year, since the be-
gining of the Algerian war against
french colonialism. Tie only motive
for going on this long siruggle is
their belief and religion. Thanks to
old Algerians who cuitivated isla-
mic teaciings into the minds of you-
ngesters. The french colonialism, in
order to destroy the algerian natio-
nalism, forbade the young men of
learning Arabic language and atle-
nding musques. Moreovar, prevented
teaching cloriovs islemic hiztory, and
at the same iime, freiich imperialists
provided faige-
knowledpges Ixlam,  while
glorifying France and its civilization.
Neverihless, the struggle broke out
and con‘inued, mainly because of
the algerian lelief in God and
Islam. Surely, it is e duty of all
governments of the islamic states 10
revise their glovious histerr and taat
of their oponents
their turn, knowing
had embraced istamis
facilitated to leadership
afier gaining independence, and being

cther

Jieir schools whn

about

for considering
{hat th.ze who
ithe valie s,

their way

sure that ihe exis'ence and power
of their couniry 18 not in ignoring
slam and itz teachings, bat in kee-
ping iha islamic spirivcal and  intel-
leciual herilage.

Muslint's conduet does

not rep-

resent Islam :

However, it is not our will to
justify the Muslim's present condition
in any snciety, also not to pick up
the islamic teachings frem thelr rece-
nt state as the the Orientalists mos-
tly did. As a matter of faci, Muslim's
conduct does not reprecent the isla-
mic teachings completely, but the
Quran end the prophetic traditions
are the two fundamentals which rep-
resertt, fully, Islam and iis teachings.

ndeed, Istem I
which deals with all
controls the struciure of individuals

the religion
societics, it

and families, the relationsiip belween
person and another and alse belwaen
Muslims an:d these who reject jaith,

Thz ovrezent pelicy of some of
ihe preat naulions is to depreciate
any cilizen who d:es not beiieve in
their ideo'ocy, while otter nations
repard, as tbeir enemies, gny nation
does not follhw iheir policy and car-
ries it But Isiam due to its
universality, neither harms any society
which opposes its ideology and its
way of life, nor regards it as an

0.
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Islam and its teaching, with some
of studien  written bhv  the
Europ-an Orlentaliets inte their cwn

islomin

Islam s

languzges. Tha aim of thevz studies: |

was to undermine the rsiaticns be-
tween Muslims and their religion.
In such studies for example, they
assumed that the Prophet Mohemed

“peacs may bs upon him” waz of

excessive sexual inclination, more
than a person of devine message,
because he married more than a
weman., Alse, t-ey defamed Isdam
claiming that jts spread was by
sword not by complete conceptian,
They tried to misinterprat the fund-
amenta! principles of [zlam, such as
Al-Jatad in Gud's way, the Muslims
unfty and Divarce, Tiey exnlained
Al-Je"nd &5 an nggression ard per-
sBumed tort the untiv of Muosims
induce isgivion and cnt the pelas
betve-r Muslios

0§ 1

.
ang ofho:s,

Moarcaover, they szid that Divarce
resul's in disiniegratica of family
life. Moslims do it b have a
chance to sa'isly their sexus] justs-
It is said al:s that Isiem is the re-
ligion of primitiva people, hence, it
does not suit the recrnt human
civilisation, Bein fit for peeple of the
past, dows net mean that i is ruilable
for pecpie of the nrasenl time.

cny

Tinse who have their culiure
in & wasiern style, when they read
these notions cannot refute or deny
them, because what they know about

Iimited by the outwerg:”
features their Muslim citizens,
Unfortunwiely, these features on the
hand of habits and cusioms, express

of

~ their stagnation, while on the hand
" of behaviour, they denote to their

| tured believe

lazinets and hezdlessness of fnduig-
ing into & new progressive life.

But mostly, those western cul-
in the notions of the
Orientalists, about Islam, its principles
and Prophet, This may be why they
strongly wish to turn the Islamic

- society, keeping religion’s guidance

away frem the society’s affairs. They
attempt to confine Islam to be limited
in worship, 10 be a mere relation
between man and God wirhout any
connection with o:tier individuais or
societfies,

Verily, te beliel of this gioup
in Islam and Gou — although wron-
gly undersiood -~ caused disturbance
i0 colonialists wnd drove them out
of e country. As a matter of fact,
the present independent islamic socie-
fies did not obtain their frezdom sas
8 resulf internati~nal organi-
zatinn eilorts, but their literty was
due to the struggple of patriets in
Gad's way. Therefore, all the izlumic
their liberty &nd

=f the

nations  onjoyed
frecedom as a resu!t of Al-Jebad, one
of the important isiamic principles
which, wrongly, considered by the im-

perialists 23 an aggressive extention.
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ISLAM AND SOCIETY

BY

Dr. Mohammed El-Bahay
The Director Cieneral of Ilslamic Culture Administration

When the colonialisis evacuated |

the Islamic countries after the natio-
nal movements which delivered them
from its grip, and consequently, they
obtained their pelitical indepeadence,
the Islamic  societies slarted to
observe the contemperary societies
which have been progressed in the
industerial and scientitic rezearches
and they are trying to develop their
national economical standard every-
where,

As a result of thexe efforts, the
economical standard and the indivi-
dual income increased. However, it is
necessary also that these societies
should look fer the reasons and
factors of iis weakness and backwa-
rdness in the past, to eliminate it
out complately.

But where these reasons and
factors are ? Are they in being far
from Istam and its
mentioned in Quran and prophetic
traditions ? Or ere theyv realized in
the adherents of Islam, those who
are following its principles and carry-
nig out its teachings?

principles  as

A sort of colonialism was
evacuated, but another one Was
attempting to enter in the same time.
The frist one, which faced the natio-
nal independence movemants, Eucce-
eded in deviding the sociely Into
two parties. Colenialists prepared
the frist party to help them in the
interior governmental allaire. Natura-
lly it was nearer to their aim and
intention, but far away from Islam
and its principles.

The other party, embraced the
[slamic values and principles, thefe-
for, the colonialism weakened and
humiliated it. The lslamic principles

and values, after this separation,
became a matter of controversy
between these two parties, especia-

lly when one of them accepied ;the
Islamic teachings and procesded with
moulding the life according to it.
Meanwhile, the other parly developed
on aversion to the other's ideas and
tried to displace Islam completely,
particularly frem being & way of life.

During the peried of gccupation,
colonialiets used to supply their
party, who was keeping away irom
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at all times and places. For the call | This Victory has come as the reali-

to be alwavs successful, it must be
properly owned both materially and
All forces were
provided by both the call and the
personality ol the greatest emigant
* Mohamad peaee be upon him ",

spiritoally, these

As a mtter of fact, present dey
emigration, is an image of emigration
in olden times, when the believers
had conquered the infidles and scored
a great Victory ever them. Nowadays,
Musiims exchange visits and their
leaders are doing their utmost to
serve their best interests. They could
conquer the imperialists, and drove
them to withdraw frem their lands,

salion of Ged's promige to true Muslim
in the Quranic Verse: " God had
promised, to those ameng you whe
believe and work righteous deeds
that He will, of a surety, grant them
in the land, inhritance ( of power),
as He granted it to those before
them, that He will establish
thority their religion — the one which
He has chosen for them, and that
He will change ( their state ), after
the they (lived),
to one of security and peace: They
will worship Me (alone ), and not
associate aught with me, if any do
reject faith, after this they are rebs-
llious-and wicked”.

[ Stirah Al-Noor, Verse 55 ].

in au-

fear in which
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had m=2t with {iie hosti'ity and anta-

gonism of hiz famity ( koraish ),

because hz 'zd destroyved their idols
3
i conduct,

and aiiacked tlieir creeds and princ-
iples, The example set by the Prop-
the
must therefore be followed

het in resisting and eliminating

wrong,
by every one. The great harm done
to Him by the people of Mecca, at
the commencement of his ca'l, must
nspire cur minds with lolly  values.
His conduct wias fo emigrate from a
place of tyrauny and aggression, to
one of security and peace., When e
found that it was defficuit to plant
his n=w principles in the land ot
Mecca, tie prophet made his way fo
the pood land «f Medinag where He
preacied his ne » Religizn and sowed
its -7nod seedrs, following in this matiey
the saving of Goa “From the land
that is clean cnd gond, by the will
of ils chorisher, ¢prings up sreduce,
(rich} nfier ifs kind: Dut froni the
land thai is bad, springs up nothing
But, that which is niggardiy ™.

The call of [slsm iz & universal
onz, It is for eil pecplas be those, in
Mecca or in Medine, in tlie Esst or
in tho West It is a call ior all places
and fimes as well, Therefors it is the
duty of true Muslims to preach this

faith and build it up on a hasis of

go-d gociely which accepts and per-
forms its duties according to islamic
insiructions, right principles and best

The memory of the emigration
its causes and resuliz, must bring to
the mind of true believers a sense
of the greatness of the principles of
Islam, lead them alomg the right way
wich humanity at Iarge must follow
at critical periods of its history and
guide them to solve their problems
in peace.

O Muslims, how 1 wish to rece-
mmend vou to liberate your hearts
from sins and to glerify no one bezi-
des God. This will lead the tyrants
and the aggressors te fear you and
respeet _you as weil. I advise you to
frenour chuaracter from bad habits
and Laofal customs to win the heer!s
of all imankind. 1 advise you to libe-
rate vour souls from despair and to
live ynur lifs in peace and brother-
pinees. 1 alse advise you to preach
yaur Religion all the world over
with keenness and islamic snthusiasm,
Many a wrong call had succeeded
throurh internatienal trickery snd ter-
gistenca its felsehcod. For examplel
{he imperialists depended on such
persigtenc: in preacning their tyran-
nical principles, and their efforts unfo-
success, but a

rtunately met with

wrong call cannot remain successiy,
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those whio

souls, thev smy “in what (plight)
where ve " They reply : " weak and
oppresied weie we in
They say: not the carth
God specious enough for you {o
move your seives away ({rom evii)?
Such men will find their abode in
Hell — what &n evi] retupe 7 . (Sural,

the Women, section 14. versz 97).

tha enih "

Ywas ol

As a matter of fact, emigration
leads to solidarily which is the cause
of success and victory ol nations. The
emigrants of Mecca bad mobilized
themselves and formed with the
inhabitants cf Medina the great force
which conquered idol-worshipper;,
stamped out their kingdom and esta-
blished Right on solid fsundstions.
Verily, the Prophet’s emigralion was
& victery on the
Prophet and Yis faithiul tollowers by
God. The Qur'an states in this con*
ext “If you help not ( your leader ),
(it is no matter ): For God did ind-
ead help him, when the unbelievers
-drove him out: He had no more ihan

besiowed hth

one companion : They were {wo — in
the
companion “Havs nat fear, for God

cave — and He 3zaid to his

is with us”.

This was indzed a great trivm-
ph and good support for the Prophet

— peace be upon Him — and all

die in sln againet their !

| usually

tie believers. Jt is wles a gond less-
on ior these who preach:gcon ned
veriues, belief jo God end Ireedom,
right, Jusdce security and pesce. It
teaches them haw 1o gtruggle mgain-
£t evil, nggression, idolatry and sla-
very,

Emigraticn had changed peoples’
tendencies and inclinations. It {urned

them from the way of evil and
migery to the peth of good and
happiness. Emigration resulted in

heathens sitting aside the worship
ol their idols, believing Eearidy in
their Creator, asking only their God's
help, seeking salvatien from their
plight, substi:uting Rignt for wrong,
lighi-i:r darkness, freedom for expl-
slavery, strength for
weakness and prosperity for poverly.
I3 had laid the foundations for a
happy lile arnd guided peoples to
parmanent security and peace.

oiiatien . ani

new princi-
and

One who preaches
ples usually faces delficulties
obstacles, especially if his Call has
any relation with religion, faith or
moraliiy. Tois is beecause human souls
change. Peopies

to whst they

wottid resist any
are devoied
inherit frorm their predecessors whe-
ticr it be faiths, habits or traditions.
S50 was the Call for Islam. Prophet
Mohzmad -— pesce be upon him —
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INSPIRATION OF PROPHETIC
EMIGRATION

by

Hiz Eminence Shaykh Mahmoud Shaltout

Rector of Al-Azhar University

O Muslims, peace be upon you.

The emigration from Mecca to
Madina by Prophet Mohamad and
his faithful friends, is one of the most
ouistanding evemts in Muslim annals.
It was an effective factor in the
spread of the Religion, the Victory

ot Right and the defeat of the
wrong.

The emigration brought the
emigrants clese to other peoples

with whom they conciuded consequ-
ent upon these contacts and agree-
ments, emigranis developped
an independent nation and issued
Jocal laws to regulate and control
relations with its neighbours.

into

These
laws conatituted stromg
for the structure of a super sociuty,
they also helpad towards the repula-
tion el emigranis, dealings on a bas-
is ot justice, egunality and peace with
their new neighbours.

foundations’

The Prophei's emigration was
both spiritual and corpereal. Moham-
ad with a group of devoted follow-
ers had left their Motherland and
abandoned their families and prope-
rties for the seke o! the Religion
with their hearts and souls full of
unshakeable faith and profound bslief
in_ it. “They were confident that God
would not accept the
the bedy, but required
also the emigration of the soul.

emigration
merely of

The Qur'an glorified emigretion
as a religieus rite, as well as one of
the duties of every Muslim who ean
afford it if
justify emigrating. The Qur'an further
stated that a wronged Muslim whe
has the abilily to emigrate, but would
not do it, is considered -- in the
sight of God — as c¢ne who has
abandoned the prayer.

circumstances would

In this respect the Qur'an says:
“When angels take the souls of
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his frist khaliph ( Abu Bakr), then to
Omer's finger afterwards. The ring
was put in the finger of Othman who
was very careful to keep it, and who
did his utmost in doing so untill he
went, one day, to the well of Arice,
30 as to revive the memory of the
Prophet by visiting the well and
sitting in its shed, the matter to
which Othman as well as Omer and
Abu Bakr was accustomed since they
had gothered together with the
prophet in this very shed,

On this day, Othman took the
ring off his finger and began to move
it between his fingers, but unfortu-
nately it jill into the water. Then
‘Othman and the people strived hard
‘searching for the ring through the
water but in vain. Othman was very
sorry to lost the ring of the prophet
and it occured to his mind that the
lost ring was both a supporting force
and guiding light. When Othman
lost the ring, he did not despair of
God’s aid, but he deubted himself to
be so efficient as the two khaliphs
before him; Omer the hero of the
shed and Abu Bakr the hero of
Apostasy. Consequently, he authori-
zed some of his relations to ryle
over the people in his name. Those
authorized agences, ruled the people
according to their passion and were
subjected in their ruling to favouri-
tism

and sectarianism, the matter

which extended ‘e disorder ard
dissintion and led at last to ihe att-
rocious assasination of Othman on
the hands of the rioters.

The sbove mentioned indica-
tions which are the symbols of the
language of Distiny were written on
both the face of Othman and on the
pages of his history. Symbels that
were interpreted by the successive
happenings one after the other. These
bappenings were as a whole a group
of sufferings met by Qthman who
financed and supported the army of
Usrah * difficulty .

The genuine predications of the
prophet concerning Othman and his
fate, were items of revelation that
show penuineness of the great
leader who was chosen by God to
deliver his noble Call. Through this
genuineness, the prophet was able {0
choose this refind group of emmig-
rants in which hearts, the prophet
sowed the seeds of piety, to which
hands he delivered the torch of
struggle and on which shoulders, he
the responsibility. Then the
prophet left the werld, Ieft it sured of
his follower's capacity, leeking with
satisfaction at them building mosques
and expanding Islam on both Roman
and Persian Impires.

put



dy o) LxSo [ Juolat) 45 oo

— 3 —

the people of Paradize, and that he |
will also suffer certain miziortunes "

said the Prophet that was chosen oy
God to deliver his mizsian aud to
recieve his revelation. When Abu
Mousa told Othman this bad news and
congratulated him for \he good tidi-
ngs, Othman the martyr entered, but
he did not find a place for him on
the bench, then he sat down facing
them on the other side of the well.

it was the wiil of God that the
five persons who have greatly influ-
enced both the life of Arabism and
the history of mankind, to be gothe-
red togeiher on the board of this
well abounding in life among these
arid sands and deaf stones. Those
five persons were : The God’s Prophet
who had led through God's light, all
the errant the mos!
siraight way and to the n-blest end.
The secand was the two Khaliphs of
the Prophet ( Abu Bok: anc Omer )
who have proceeded with the Call
after him, made up the preaches,
strengthened the weshness during
the year of Apostasy and extended
the light of Isiam heyoud tre Arab-
jan beninsula, The third the
Khaiiph theouge whicn toe Provhiets

mankind to

Was

predicticn camsz true and +ho sutie-
red ihe predicied that
oaused the disrension and disrupt
of the Lluslira naticns. The last one
wasg the Judge of the arbitraiion who
was taken in by Amr son of

misiorivag

Al Aa.s to issuc the Judgemeui ihat

frac’icnatized the united naticn into
two diflerent nations and that made
of tue cne compact religion seventy

two contliciing sects.

But the well of Arice bas cer-
tain other indications in the lile of
the third khaliph. These indications
are a3 follow: Tae sitiing ol the
Prcphet and the two Omers ( Omer
Ben Al-khattah and Abu Bakr) beside
each other on one Side of the well,
and tie sgitting of Othman aloue on
the opposite one, was inlerpreted by
saied Ben Al-Mosaiab as a sign that
the Prophet and the (wo omers will
be tombed together in Aaisha’s room,
and that Othman will be tombed
=lene in azother pilace.

The Prophet's prediciisn  of
Otsman's misfortune, was & grieve
viat fill Othman's heart now and
then, but Othman uted to relieve
himself from this grieve by means
of his in God, his
firm believe in Distiny assigned by
God, and his strong will to sacrifice
vis soul and money in the cause of
God. The latest one of these indica-
ti-ns was the

stannch believe

fail of the Prophet's
g b the well of Jirlee, The story
ot this ring was that the prophet used
{o put a silver rng in hig finger th-
rough the latest period oi his lile.
Atier the death of the prophet, the
ring found its way to the finger of
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Abu Mousa treced the prophel’s fou-
tsteps, untiit he reached the well of
Arice. Then he entered its shed and
found the Propret sitting down on a
bench built around tke well. No sooner
had he saluied the Prophet, than he
was faken by the power of the
prophet’s majesty and sclemnity, that
he said to himeell “1 shall be {he
Prophket's docrkeeper teday ",

A while after, a8 knock at the
door was hezid. “Who is ki scking
at the door” said the pious doorkee-
per : “This ig 1.” Answered Abu Bakr
“This is Abu Bakr asking permissi n
said Abu Msusa to the Proplet”.
At this moment, the Prophet was
considering the numerous hardships
that has bafallen kim, his people, and
his compapions ior the sake of the
Call. He waz alse remembering the
emmigranis’ siccority, their keeping
of pledges and sufferings ol expatri-
ation, poverty and harm for the sake of
God's pleasure. Then the Pioplict was
filled with admiration end contents.
S0 when He heard Abu Mousa
mentioning the namc of his friznd
at home, and his companion in the
cave of Hirda, he said to Aby Mousa
“let himn enter, and tell hiin thai be
will be nns  of
Paradise.”

the pecple of

When Auu Mousa allowed Ahu
Bakr to enter and informed bhim of
the good tidings, ne entered and sat

dewn  beside the Prephet ¢n the
bench. Abut Mousa retui. e ange zpein
to the douor, expecting nis brother to
¢ime, because he let him comple.ing
bis ablution, with the itention of
joining him at the Prophet's presence,
while he waz coming lo the Prap’ et
But Abu Mouza szid to himself D my
brother comes at this moment, Le shall
have share of this prophetic gocd-
ness that would benefit him in (he
Hereafter, But this goodness was the
share of Omer who was u: that
instance knocking at the door. © Who
is it ?" said Abu Mousa in a hast
and eageiness. “It is L" said Omer.
“Wait a little” said Abu Mousa and
he went fo the Prophet to take the
permission.” let him enter and tel]
him that he will be one of the people
of Paradise”. Then Omer enlered and
sat down beside the Propliet and
Abu Bakr on ine bench. Aby Mousa
returned agzin to the door, listening
from behind it to any movement,
hoping that it may be hig Lrother
Iooteteps. After a short time the
door was knocked at. The matter
which ma“e Abu Mousa's Leari beat
rappidiy and made the hope :huwn

on his free. “Wlo is coming 7 said
Abu Mousa. “Thig is I answered
Gtiman son of Affan. Then Abg

Mousa msked him to wait, and went
to the Prophet to take permissinn fur
the new commer. *“Let
and tell him that

cnler
he will be one of

him
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ON THE WELL OF ARICE
fiom the memories of Rabia Al-Awal at (Yathrib) Tiba

by

AHMED HASSAN EL-ZAYAT
Editor - in - Chiel

On one splended moring of the
spring in the lunar month of Rabia
Al-Awal, and along the quiet way
of the sacred city Tiba ( Yathrb),
The Prophet * peace be upon him "
went out searching tor calmness and
centemplation. The Prophet who was
accustomed to loneiiness in the dese-
rted cave of the mountain of light
( Gabal Al-Nneor ), was still pre-
fering the lomelinss as he Was fond
of thinking and contemplating, as
means of approach to Ged. So he
directed himself to the west of
Yathreb, towards the mosque of
Qubaa. He went alone besides the
walls in good humour and with
thankful spirit, wached by all and
endeared in every heart, till he rea-
ched the well of Arice.

This spacious and pure well
was protected against the sun by
s shed of palm trces branches. That
shed had had a door and was surr
ounded by gardens and fields every-
where. The Prophet entered the shed

as he was accustomed te do s0 every

monday, se as to practise his solititu-
de. After he had performed his ablu-
tien, the prophet sat down on a bench
built on the edge of the well and
indulged in silent devotion, clear of
every sign of worldly affairs. Such
spiritual prophetic worship, that app-
roaches the Prophet te his God,
links earth with heaven, legislation
with reality and the finite with the
infinite, is net to be conceived, nei-
ther by the minor human mind, nor
through the defective earthly expla-
nation. The woiship ef Meohamad at
the well of Arice was aiming, like
his worship at the cave Hiraa, at
seeking the aid and support of God
through inspiring centemplation on
God's wisdom and power.

On that particular day, Abu
Mousa Al-Ashari got up from his
bed aiming to accompany the Prophet
all the dav. He looked for him in the
mosque but did not hind him, then
he enquircd about bhis place and
was told that he has just led his
way to the distrect of Qubaa, so.
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