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in seclusion in its strictest from. The
rise of modern society in Europe tended
to create a change in this system,
and the establishment of convents
and nunneries served to ameliorate
their conditions to some extent.

In the early days of Islam, till
the extinction of the Saracenic
Empire in the Easi, women continued
to occupy an exalted position as in
modern  society. There are several

women  who  have  distinguished
themselves and whose names remain
outstanding. Zubaida the wile ol

Haroen, was well accomplished and
played an important and prominent
part in the history of the age.
Humaida, the wife of Faruk and the
mother of Rabya-ar-Ray, one of the
most distinguished jurisconsults —of
the day, was the sole guardian of
her son and educated him  whilst
Faruk was away for many vyears
engaged in battles in Khoraasan,
Further we could see in Sakina the
grand-daughter of Ali, the most
brililant and accomplished and virtu-
ous woman of her tiume, Besides
them, the ladies of the family of the
Prophet were famed for their know-
ledge virtues and strength of char-
acter. Sheikha Shuhda in the 5th
century Hijra was called “"FAKHR-
Un-Nisa”, lectured at the Cathedral
Mosgue of Baghdad to multitudes on
poetry, literature and rhetoric. Her
name and glory has a revered place
in the annals of Islam together with
with the most distinguished *Ulema”

Besides these there are several

instances of women who have disti-

neuished themselves  in Islam  and

“The short History of the Saracens”
- Macmillan-deals with in more detail.

The improvement of the status
ol women in Islam by the Prophet
caanot be doubted by any except
the prejudiced. Uader the laws as
they exist at present, the legal pos-
iton of the Mushm females compare
favouravly with that of their Euvop-
ean counterparts. She remains under
the parental roof only so far as she
remains unmarried, and untid she
attains majority she is subject to
On her coming of
in her all nghts

parental control.
age the law vests
of an independent human being. As
regards inheritance, she enjoys her
right to her share although the pro-
partion is different. As regards marr-
lage, a woman who is a major can-
not be forced to accept a marriage
¢ontract and upon her marriage she
does not lose her individuality nor
does she ccase
member of society. The husband has
no power over her person beyond
limits specified by law and her goods
and property are her own. Where
shie is a major, she acts in all matt-
ers relating to her person and prop-
erty in her own individual right
without intervention by the husband,
or her father. She is considered in
all respects a person SUI JURIS.

It must be considered that in
many respects she occupys a better
position than her European counter-
part and if there is any backwardn-
ess it must be atiributed to the cul-
tural backwardness of the commun-

to be a separate

ity as a wlhole.
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of proper maintenance and unless
proper cause was shown for a sepa-
ration she lost her dower.

It must be borne in mind that
in Islam, marriage is considered an
insititution to which sanctity is atta-
ched so that human beings may guard
themselves from unchastity and evil
actions. Divorce theretore is detested
and there are frequent admonitions in
the Quran against separations and ur-
ging reconciliation between the parties.

The seclusion of
[slam was an ancient system which
was borne out of certain circumsta-
nces in uncertain and uncultured
corimunities, and had its advantages.
It has been frequently argued that
this system tended to degrade the
status of the women. But on the
contrary it must be noted that this
argument is incorrect and that it
was borne out of necessitv and that
this system apart from being prac-
tised by the Muslims was also in force
amongst the Persians, Chinese and
the Spanish peoples in South Ame-
rica. The prophet, in view of the
Laxity of morals which was wide-
spread among all classes of people,
rccommended this system of obser-
vance of  privacy but he did not
intend that this observance must
be as rigid as one finds it today
amongst certain - Muslims in  coun-
tries such as India, Pakistan Cey-
lon and other oriental countries.
As a matter of fact the strict seclu-
sion of women is wholly contrary to
the reforms the Prophet introduced
and the Koran itself does not warrant
he complete and strict or rigid sec--
thisiop. 1t is therefore a mistake to co

women in

nceive that there is anything in law
to perpetuate such a custom whose
growth was geographical and depe-
ndant upen circumstances.

There are several instances of
immunity of seclusion enjoyed by
the members of the family of the
Prophet. Ayesha who was the dau-
ghter of Abu Bakr, married Moham-
med on Khadija's death and she led
ihe insurrection against Ali. She Jed
the troops at the famous “Baitle of
the Camel ". The Prophet's daughter
Fatima often took part in delibera-
tions regarding the succession to the
(Caliphate. Mohammed's grand-daugh-
ter, shielded her nephew
from the Ommayyads after the mras-
sacre of Karbala.

Zainab,

The Prophet’s advice regarding
the observation of privacy was to
check the depravity of morals and
the tide of immorality which had
seeped into the foundation of society
amongst the pre-Islamic Arabs, the
Christians and the Jews, and which
chaotic state of affairs needed some
the time of his ad-
moniticn to observe seclusion, there
existed among the pagan Arabs a cus-
tom of polyandry and his counsel only
served and was intended to insulate
his followers from this evil infiuence.

The  position of
Christianity was at its lowest. The
orthodox church excluded women
from the exercise of religious funct-

correction. Till

women in

‘ions and from society. They were

prohibited from appearing in public
and from attending feasts and ban-

quets, They were directed to roiam
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neglect and the whims and fancies | senseless passion and caprice. This

of the man. This stringent condition
has been subject of severe criticism
by Sir William Muir who terms it
as a "revolting condition”. He errone-
ously thinks in citing a proverb that
Islam positively supports or sanctio-
ns the hiring of a temporary husba-
nd, to legalize a remarriage with a
thrice divorced wile. The idea of
having the wife who had been div-
orced married to a third person, on
an express understanding that he
would divorce her in favour of her
former husband, was denounced by
the Prophet and hence the stringent
condition imposed by Him. Its very
existence demonstrates how strongly
the principles of Islam are opposed
to a dissolution of the marriage by
divorce. The object of such a strin-
gent condition was solely to avoid a
definite dissolution of the marriage
by appealing to the sense of honour
of the people, Muir ignores, that
amongst a proud, jealous and sensit-
ive race such as the Arabs, such a

condition was one of the strongest

deterrents for the evil. The proverb
itself denotes what a disgrace it
would have bheen to a hushand to
sulfer his wife to go through a
“Shameful process” if he repudiated
her finally and intended to get her
back .

As stated earlier the
habit and constant practice, widesp-
read amongst the Jews and the pagan

it was

the Christians toe.
the wife on
stight occasion, at every moment of

Arabs and with

ol repudiating every

stringent measure was intended to
check one of the most sensitive na-
tions of the earth, by acting on the

strongest feeling of their

their sense of honour.

On the other hand M. Sedillot
speaks of the rule in f[ull agreement
with the Mchamedan jurists, in thin-
king that this rule was laid down
with the sole object of restraining
the Irequency of divorce in Arabia
where moral depravity amongst the
Jews, pagan Arabs and Christians
was rite. Sedillot speaks of the condi-
tion as a very wise measure which
rendered separation more rare, by
imposing a check on its constant
practice among the Jews and pagan
Arabs, Sautayra savs that thiz check
was intended to control a jealous,
sensitive, but half cultured race, by
appealing to their sense of honour,

The reforms of Mohammed
therefore restrained the power of
divorce of husbands and gave women
the right of obtaining a separation
on reasonable grounds, and towards
the end of his life he pracrically
forbid its exercise by men without
the intervention of arbiters or a
judge. To Him, “ the pronouncement
of Talak was to be the most detes-
table before God of all permitted
things " for it thwarted conjugal
happiness and constituted an inter-
ference with the upbringing of the
children.

As much as the husband posse-
sses tne right {o diverce his wife,
Islam permits t"¢ wife to obtain a
divorce trem her husbanag for some
SEreus catse suct s Nbusage, lack

nature,
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Divorce had been recognized
as a necessary corollary to marriage
amongst all nations of antiquity.
This right subject to exceptions was
exclusively reserved flor the man,
and the woman was diseutitled to
claim a divorce. With the progress
and advancement of civilization there
began a partial amelioration of her
condition and she acquired a qualified
right of divorce.

The ancient Hebrew Law per-
mitted the husband to divorce his
wife for any cause which made her
disagreeable to him and there were
few or no checks to the arbitrary or
capricious exercise

The women on
the right to

nial ties.
hand were deprived of
demand a divorce for any reason
whatsoever. At the time ol the ad-
vent of the Prophet, the doctrines of
the school of Ilillel
amongst the Jewish trihes of Arahia
and repudiations by husbands were
amongst the pagan
inltowed

were in force

Aas common as
Arahs. This practice
by the Athenians too,
unrestricted in as

WS
wiose rights
were much as
amonwst the ancient [sraeiiies

lomans
times,
Tables

wile had no

Divorce amoagst the
exercised since cariiest
Laws of

WHS
The
recognized divores,
right to sue for a divoree and should
liabie

the Twelve

The
she choose to do so, she was
to punishment.

Amongst the Arabs, the nusba-
nd had an unlimited pswer ol divorce
and they recognized no rule of

o! the husband's !
rights of dissolution of the matrimo- "
the other

humanity or justice in the treatment of
their wives.
the custom ol divorce and regarded

Mohammed disapproved

1ts practise as calculated to undermine
the foundation of society. Conditions
at this time were such that it was
difficuit to abolish the custom In Toto
He was to mould the mind of an
uncultured and semi-barbarous com-
munity to a bigher development so
that with the passage of time his
lessons might change their hearts.
Although it beiny an undesira-
ble custom he permitted the exercise
of the right of divorce subject to
conditions. In order to ensure recon-
citiation between the parties he per-
nmitted three periods and  failing all
attempts at reconciiiation, the final
separation was to take etfect on the
third He encouraced
prescribed arbitration as & mode of
solution  to

period. and

matrimonial  disputes
rather than have recourse to the evil
of exercising a divorce. It was furth-
er laid down that where the parties
have been irrevocably  separated
alter the third and final repudiation,
the parties ;cannot reunite uniess and
nad her

period of Idda and marrizd another

untit the wile underganc

man and therealier was divorced by
him after cmsummation of the seco-
nd marriage, and had undergone fdda
thereafter.

It is therefore obvious that
from the aforesaid condition regard-
ing a reunion hetween parties alier
final repudiation, divorce has heen
discouraged and protection was atfo-
rded to the woman apainst willli
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far as to destroy and bhurn alive
many female children and this custom
which was predominant the
tribes of the Koreish and Kindah was
denounced by Mohammed in no un-

certain tcrms and prohibited underl

among

severe punishment. The sacrificial
offering of children to gods was also
prohibited,

The  retorms Jutroduced by

Mohammed was at a time when the
social structure was failing apart on
all sides and older systems
found wanting. The Prophet of Islam
enforced * Respect for

were

Women”" as
one of the essential teach'ings of
his creed.

The laws which he promulpated
strictly prohibited
ages and though he at first tacitly

conditional marri-
pernanited temporary marriages, later
these were forbidden in tae 3rd vear
of the Hijre. Mohammed i his system
secared to women rights and previle-
ges which they had been deprived
of and never Dbefore possegsed:
Women were placed on a perfect
footing of equality with men in the
lexercise of legal powers and funct-
ons. The practice of polygamy was
restrained Ly limiting the maximum
number of
ages  and

conlemporaneous marri-
equity towards all was
obiigatory upon man. The Koran
gives the permission to contract four
contemporancuos marriages.

This  permission is  however
subject 1o the proviso contained in
the oilowing Koranic verse,
while

to cont-

tt is therefore clear that

one verse grants the right

ract a polypramous marriage, the suc-
ceeding proviso hy imposing condi-
its exercise.

tions rastricts

The subsequent condition or provisQ
which is based con equity not merely
limits to the requirements of food,
clothing and shelter Dbut
complete equity in love, alfection
and esteem. It would obviously the-
-refore seem that as abolute equity
in aftection is impossible, the proviso
to the permission in the Koran for
four contemporaneous marriages is
merely a prohibition.

The existence of poiygamy
which was dependant upon circum-
stances of societv such as the abso-
lute necessity lor the preservation
of women from starvation or utter

merely

also to

destitution-the greatest proportion of
the mass of hmmorality in the west
arises from absolute destitution — is
fast disappearing in all advanced
Moslem cornumunities and the convi-
ction 18 now beiny held that poly-
gamy is as much opposed to the
teachings of Prophet Mohammed as
it is to the propress of a civilized
state and society. The progress of
thought coupted with the
changing conditions in the present
world has caused a drift away from
polvgamy and its tacit abandonm\t.

With regard to the Koranic
faws relating to ireatment of women

human

in divorce, it is manifestly clear that
they are of beiter regard for justice
than those of
The subject ol

any  other scripture.
Divarce in

Lruitiud

lsianic

Law has Loen a sourcs  of

misconceptin antd controversy.,
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this view has been incorrect, Ip
point of fact it has been said that
the greatest adviser of Justinian was
an aetheist and a pagan. The Law
of Justinian provibiting polygamy

although it represented a marked
advancement of thought, failed to

check the tendency of the age and
was considered by the masses as a
dead letter.

The upheaval of the barbarians
in Western Europe and the interm-
ingling of their ideas with those of
the people amongst whom they sett-
led tended to degrade the relations
between man and wife. The Theo-
doric Code of Laws attempted to
deal with polygamy but the mona-
rchs who practised plurality of wives
were quickly followed by the people
Despite the oath of perpetual celibacy
held out to them by the Church
the clergy practised plurality of wives:

[t is therefore undoubtedly clear
that the institution of polypamy
existed prior to Pronhet Mohammed
and the greatest error conunitted by
the Christian writers is to state that
Mohammed adopted or legalized
palygamy. The notian entertained by
most writers that Mohammed intro-
duced it is either a display of crass
ignorance or a
to distort facts.

dleliberate attempt

Mohammed found  polygamy
practised not only among his own
peopie but of the neighbouring people
too where it was most degrading:
The Laws of Christian Empire
had failed in its efforts 10 correct iy
and consequently polygamy flourished.

the

14 —

The corrupt and deplorable mo-
rals in Persia led to no recognized
system of law of marriage and the
Persians indulged in a multitude of
marriages without taking into ccnsi-
deration the innumerable concubines
they had in their possession.

Amongst the ancient Arabs and

the Jews, besides the system of
plurality ef wives, there existed
customs perfaining to conditional

and temporary marriages and such
loose morality had a disastrous
effect on society,

The reform instituted by Moham-
med in fact created a vast change
and marked improvement in the
position of women whose condition
amongst the Jews and non-nomadic
Arabs was degraded. The daughter
of a IHebrew was in the position of
a_servant capable of being sold, it a
minar, and also could be disposed
of by will or testament. She inherited
nothing except in the absence of
males. Even among the settled payan
Arabs who were influenced very
much by the neighbouring corrupt
empircs a woman was a mere chat-
tel and she formed an integral parg
ol the estate of her
father. The widows of a man des-
cended to his son or sons by the
right of succession and inheritance
by patrimony. Thus we gpet the
frequent unions between step-sons
and step-mothers which were suhse-

husband or

quently forbidden by Islam. Poelyandry
too was practised by the hall-Jewish
half-Saebaean tribes of Yemen.

The aversion towards women
by the pre-Islamic Aral

et
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the subject of an ordinary sale or tes-
tamentary disposition. The Athenian
was permitted to possess any number
of wives and Dollinger in “The
Gentile and the Jew” states that
Demosthenes gloried in the possess-
ion by his people of three classes
of women, two of which furnished
the legal and semi-legal wives.

On the contrary it should be
noted that while the Spartans were
prohibited from adopting this practice
unless for special circumstances, the
women enjoyed the right, and always
exercised the right to have more
than one husband.

Plurality of marriage was a
previleged custom amongst the Etru-
scans too. Amongst the Romans the
sanctity of marriage was a mere by-
word and this was due to the cons-
tant contact for centuries with the
other Italian states and principalities,
the wars and conquests and the de-
sire for luxurious habits engendered
by success. Marriage became a sim-
ple practice of promiscuous concub-
inage. Concubinage recognized by
the state laws acquired the force of
a previleged institution. Consequently
the loose marital ties that existed
between the husband and wife and
the frequency with which wives were
changed or transfered made marriage
a polygamous relationship and soci-
ety became promiscuous where mat-
ernity was a fact while
was a matter of opinion.

The Laws introduced by Justin-

paternity

ian  proathiting  polygamy did not |

bring about a change in the moral l

ideas of the people but on the other
hand continued till it3 condemnation
by modern society. The wives of a
person, with exception of the first
wife, sulfered severe disabilities and
were deprived of any rights and
safeguards. The children were consi-
dered illegitimates and deprived of any
right of inheritance to their father and
further, were ostracised from society.
This state of affairs
was not merely confined to the
aristocracy alone but even extended
to the clergy who forgetting their
vows ol celibacy contracted more
than one legal or illegal union. Until
very recent times, polygamy was
not considered so reprehensible as
it-1s today. St Augustine found no
Intrinsic immorality in it and decla-
red that polygamy was not a crime
where it was the legal institution of
a country.
Hallam points out that the Germ-
reformers as late as the 16th
century acquiesced in the validity of
a second or third marriage contemp-
oraneous with the first, in the abse-

chaotic

an

nce of issue and other similar causes.

Emperor Valentinian I, by an
Edict, permitted his subjects to marry
several wives if they chose to do
so, and the ecclesiastical churches
and Bishops raised no objection to
this law. All the succeeding Emper-
ors practised polygamy and the peo-
ple followed them likewise. These
laws lasted till Justinian who brought

to an ecnd the prevailing state oj
aftairs. It has been said that the
laws ol Jastinian were largely  due

to the witeence o Christianity, but
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“Polygamy and the Status
of women in Islamic Society ”

BY

A. M. M. SALMAN

Polygamous marriages in Isiam
and the status of women in Islamic
society have been the subject of
much discussion by many writers.
It has Jed to an abundance of criti-
cism some of been
founded unjustifiably. Certain writers
amongst the Orientalists have spared
no pains to portray to theirreaders that
the women in Islam enjoyv an inferior
position to that of their counterparts
in the West and that they were
treated as chaftels. As a matter of
fact this subject has not been treated
in a just and equitable manner but
on the contrary viewed with religious
bias and prejudices.

The

which  have

Holy Quran hag
cates that women in Islam enjoy as
much rights as they are subject
to duties.

It is necessary at the outset {o
consider briefly the various stages
of social development and upon a
consideration of them, one is inevi-
tably led to conclude that polygamy
was an unavoidable circumstance.
The systemn of polvgamy must be
attributed to the constant feuds that
had arisen in society resulting in
the decimation of manpower and the
consequent increase of women in
4 gociety.

Polygamy was a recognised
institution in ancient times amongst
the nations in the East and was
largely practised by the Emperors
who professed a divine right to rule
and thus making the observance of
such practice a sanctimonious one.
In as much as there was no
restriction in ancient times among the
Hindus as polygamy, this
practice was followed by the ancient
Persians, Assyrians and Babylonians
as well, whose rights to possess as
many wives as they wished were
unrestricted, Even among the lsrae-

regards

lites too, polygamy existed before
: the time of
dealt :
with this subject and it clearly indi-

Moses, who continued
such a custom without restricling the
right of the Hebrew husband to con-
tract as many marriages as he thought
fit. Later the Talmud of Jerusatem
restricted the number to the ability
of the husband to maintain his wives
properly. The custom of plurality of
marriages was practised to an un-
limited extent among the Thracians»
Lydians and the DPelasgian races in
Europe and Central Asia, and dwaris
all comparison with the practice
prevalent elsewhere.

The Athenians, who were the
most civilized and cultured amongs
the nations of antiquity, considered the
wife as a mere chattel capable of beine
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outcome of the Crusades. Sheikh
Muhammad Aodu says : ‘There is no
other nation that detests the Moslem
because he is o Moslem, not for any
other reason, except France. Whene-
ver 1 had an interview with a Fren-
chman 1o discuss the conditions of
the East with him, 1 felt isgusted
and ail my body quivered. In case
a Frenchman  praives Inlam  and
men’ions some thing ahout its merits,
he is certainly after a French
fit.” when e states this, Mulammad
Abdu gives a vived discripting of ihe

bene-

Freach meantaiity  which was much
more intuenced, than anv  other
western mentality, wih ine  defeats
of the Crasaders by the Mostems
in the BEas: during three centuries.
Bold as it has aisays been fo
stand the ifmperialistic challenge in

gencral and the French one o par-
ticular, and  because, despite this
defiance, it managed  to exist
ard to preserve the Arabic and
Islamic heritase which 1t has always
carcd for throughout its long history
Al-Qarawiyeen Masgue 18, 1n fact,
fortress on ine solid rocks of which
are crushed all the attempts of the
Frenct imperialism to erect a barrier
between the past and the p-esemt
of the Arab communty Morocen
and to induce the generations broua'y
up within its sphere to forzet toe
fundamantals ot their original commu-
nity. It is also regarded as a source

his

a

mn

of proteciion of the Islamic and
Arabic revival motives witn  which
it has pushed the Arabic awakening

16 —

forward so as to ensure sovereignity
of the Aarbs over themselves and
superiority of Islamic values in their
midst. In this way the independence

- of Morocco has been realised, so has

the independence of Egypt, Libva
and Tunis, and so will the indepen-
dence of Alceria take place sooner
or later, cwing to the lact that it is
hut of the Arab nation,
and Dbecause the real fundamcntals
of the Alperian comrmnnity are only
represented in the Arabic  Language,
Islam and e commen history of
the Arabs. Taese are the tactors that
have led to victory over, liberation
from, and defiice to, the imperiali-
st anthority. and that have  helped
the Moslem  Arabs in their struggle
for victory and hberation,

Not only has Al-Qarawiyeen
Mosque kept the  spintual, mental
Arabic and Moslem heritage and the
Arabic Language harm  and
decay, but it has alwo preserved the
Arabh navon in Marocco from  dispe-
rsion, subo oy and annihilation,

Notwittstandimy  the mockery,
scorn and Lelittiement to which they
may be exposed and regardless of the
stagnation, conservatism and back,
wardness  «f  which they are some-
times accused, the learned Qarawl-
veen have to feel proud, simply bec-
ause are the valiant soldiers
who have deprived themselves of
enjoving a comtortable lile for sheer
exaliation of the Arab natin and to
ensire the stabifity, purity and ever {a-
stingness of the Islamic mission.

A portipn

irom

thev
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education ot native children in the

countries where they are fnunded-

|

!

these French schools do nat iry to
make the best use of e naiioaal
energy to educute o necives ower
do they aim atinstroe o the oo onal

characteristics, On e conirary, they

spare no efinrt ro 'l o native
children whom thev tearn ( whedher
in Morcco, Egypt, Iran or indo-{ina)
exactly the same as

dents in France in appearuce, langu-

the trench stu-

age, way of thinking and adoruaiion
of france as a colonial country* (1),
Al'Snyed Abdel  Meguid
(alwin in his book * Tais is Morocey”
describes the  doubie-cdged schome

Ihn

of imperiatists.
His description ( trausleted inio Eng-
lish ) runs as folows: “ The French
and the OSpanish have managed
bring the Na'ional Educaticn Depa-
rtment under the imperialists’ admi-
nistation, tihus utilising it as a peli-
tical instrument. In this way, educaticn
has become restricted, centrollable
and exploitable, as the new governing
authority has come to believe that
the spread of learning is apt to
menace it to the very root. Hence,
education in the country is destined
to be carried out according to impe-
rialistic principles that ain at realising
the following.

to

‘Preachership and hinperialism in
by Omar aoukh &

(1)
the Avady coamtries .
Muostapha El-Khalidi, Page 114,

Here we guote him,

1) The upbringing of a certain
cigs of narrow-minded efficials who
will be mercaily unfit but will only

Lotve s CImere instruments '

2y Av school, studen's  <bould
o e bot very little knowledre
fest thees whe aequite more :haonld

with
surhoa mentelity as will erable them
d and thorough unde-
rstancing of life,

use of the Arabic Lan-

Qresw aip e beings  endowed

vo Lave a gorg

3) The
guage in education should be brought
to a minimum.  Education should be
devoid of all that creates national
pride or inspires it, such as history
arci literature 1 it should on the other
hand  he  adimdirably  overfilled  with
the—glories of the aud the
Spanisi

4 Establishing French and Spa-
nish schools.

5) Reviving the barbarian lan-
guage and muking it fit for writing.

) Prevention of any contact
with Egypt and bringing the cultural
relaticns between the two countries
to a stop, (1)

Well, if the French imperialists
ditfer from other Westren imperia-
listic powers in the fact that they
take wider and quicker steps in the
execution of the common scheme
devised by imperialism in the Arab
countries, this is perhaps due to the
abhorrences that were the natural

French

(1) "This i1s Moroce': hy Abdel-Meguid
Ihn Galwin, Pages 11117
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the rules of which they assumed

themselves to be strongly related.

It is important to note, howev-
er, that the imperialistic challenge
which the Qarawiyeen Mosque faced
and the fight raged against the val-
ues included in the Islamic and Ara-
bic heritage { which the aforesaid
mosque cared for and for the prese-
rvation of which it held itsell respo-

nsible ) were much more vigorous !
than any other fioht or challenge
taced by any other part of the Arab |
nation. ‘

Similariv the bitterness of moc- !
kerv and spite, to which the lear- !
ned men of the Qarawiyeen Mosque |
and its students were exposed, dbj
well as the bitterness of sectariani- |
sm that was created by imperialists |
under the pretext of ‘old-fashionedn-
ess’, was lar greater and more dee- |
pty felt than in any other part of
the Arab nation. In a description of
the scheme devised by imperialisis
to ensure the forementioned challen-
ge and to undermine values and
mock at their adherents or those
who boast of them, Monsleur Col-
licze, the French protectiun delegate
says ;

“Wihen we signed the pratec-

' was carried

larpe

. ction

tion  contract we were faced by an
cotent stare o thines, o Pes there '
v the  OQurawisecn  Lalversiey

which, during ten centuries, kept

supplying the African Moslem coun-
tries with eminent men of learning
and genius. In towns as well as in
the desert there were a large number
of ‘Kuttabs' for teaching the Quran,
These ‘Kuttabs’ were provided with
all they needed by the Sultan, the
Wakfs or by common individuals,
As a matter fact there was a
lively and charming collection of big

of

and small schools in which teaching
out under the shade of
tents in town qwarters. The protec-
tion waged war uuon such cultural
Morocco by locking a

of thai

institution in

number the schools

Cware the remmnanis of the old-fashio-

ned system of education. The prote-

also made continuous hostile
attacks on Al-Qarawiyeen University
and its branches in Morocco, Meknes,
Rabat, Tangier and Wagda. and on all

the Koran tutors™. (1)

Concerning the aims of the
schools established by imperialists

especially the French ones, Ustaz
Omar Faroukh (Ph. D) and Ustaz
Mustapha El-Khalidi (Ph. D} state
the following :

“The French schools lollow one
constant poiicy and, as a rule, one
leadership of ‘headquariers’. Where-

ihey coen dheir gates for the

vaer
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exaggeration or promptness of action.
What happened Morocco  after
the French occupation in 1912 and
in Tunista in 1831 exactly resembled
that which took place in Libya after
the Italian occupation in 1912
was a true copy of that occupation

in

in Eyypt after the English occupation
in 16382, Aflter occuptation no heed
was paid, In ot the occupied
countrics, to the Arabic Language,
the Arabic and

to the characternistic ideals and values

any
Islamic heritagze or

which prevaied among the Moslems

and the Arabs and distinguished

them trom other comnaunites,

there was

ahave=me-

timoe when

all

the
but neylect

At
of the

ntioned, so much care was inc¢-
reasingly and gracduatiy —oiven  to
the vaiues and rdeals of western life
and to the European culture and
ways of thought, that the nalives
wherever they in any ol the
occupied Arab countries, were about

to forpet their past and boast of

were

nothing but their present.  There
was neglect not mercly of the
Arabic Language and  the Arabic

and Jslamic heritage whethoer spiritual
or mental, but there was also surca-
sm, mackery and belitttement of the
language and of all those who had
to the
natives who did nothing but mention
the bare values of the language or
hoast of being related to or adherents

deal with 1t Furthermore,

153 —

It .

of, it were met with mockery and
belittlement whe*her in whispers or
in public,

Consequently, Al - Quarawyeen

Mosque 1n Morocey, Az -Zeitoonah
Mosque in Tunisia, the Sirncusian one
in Libya and Al-Azhay Mosque in

Cairo had to face

which

this chalienge
but
also
had to oppose and resist tus desir-
directed
Arab nation’s

was  sometimes hidden

mostly  open. These nosiues

uctive  assautt which  was
to the dearest of the
possessions the oniy thine on which
its renaissance depended when time
allowed it Tits dearest property s
represented in its mental and spirit-
ual heritage, its values and idesis
in hife, and 1n tts lancuage and hist
ery cwhich is full of glon: s " eroisms
that iide  and

deeds Misobe

exaltation.

and

Tie learned men ot Al-Qarawi-

veen, Az-Zeityonah, the 3Senousian
and Al-Azhar mosques had to shioul-
der the burden of sruggle and end-
ure the bitterness of contempt and
mockery to which thev were expos-
ed under the pretext of either ‘prog-
It was
their duty, then, to stand in the face
of sectarianism which grew strong
and which had been created by the
imperialists aud given the name ‘mo-
dernism as opposed to ‘o!d fashion-

edness’ a moderniem i cording

ress’ or “western civilisation’.



do ) Lo [ Lol )3 g

— 12

selecting some “ools’ from the occu-
pied country.

In order to ensure continuity of
occupation, an easy exploitation of
the
occupied coun'ry use
of the human energy of the occupied
relies cn under-

relations the
the present: between the
newly occupied generations and the
mental heritage, the
past glory and the former pevailing
values and ideals of their forefathers.

the economical  resources  of

and making
people, imperialism
mining  all helween
past and

and spitival

In order to guarantee such un-
dermining of relations between the
past and the present, imperialists
follow various vile means !

A - Firstly imPerialists do thetr

utmost to weaken the national lang-
uage. With this end in view they

nevlect teaching it to the yeungsters,
underappreciate  its  characteristics
and look down upon those who, in
their  conversation, pronunciation,
writings and authorism, are bold

enough to show their pride in it.

B — Secondly they do their best
to find out faults and weaknesses in
tte works and thouohts of
writers and then seize the oppor-
tunity to belittle the whole heritage.

former

C — Thirdiy
history

the  imperialists

rewrite the of these pred-

ecessors, depriving it of the heroic
tales and all that incites pride and
valour. Besides, they deliberately
distort history by new false addit-
ions of various incidents and by wr-
ony, imnterpretations  of
scme ol the events that did heppen.

misleading

d) Simultancously, the imperia-
lists presept their Janguage, mental
heritage, wavs of thinking and their
history 1n such a way as can induce
the reader to accept them with plea-
sure, care for them and admire their
also ser the
founded
their

life

values.  Imperialists
of the
after the occupation

bhehaviour in

curriculum schools
so that
values, ideals and
are deeply and strongly impressed
in - the minds and lives of young
children. In this way the new gener-
ations that are doomed to live or be
the

abjection whatsoever to be subordi-

born after occupation find no
nates of the occupying imperialists.
Owmng to the fact that these new
venerations are ignorant of their past,
they fail to lind any support if they
want to be rather unfettered by this
subordinacy or if thev wish to rest-
ore, at a certain time, their indepen-
dence in personality and administra-

tion.

have been
d-ing since ninetcenth century
is always the same. They do not
differ from another except in

What imperialists

the

one
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time, as regards lile and religion.
It might, as well, be due to the fact
that they would rather remain
within the circle religious culture, so
as to devote all their time to care
for it and to ensure ifs preservation

from deterioration or decay.

Yet, had it not been for the
sacredness of religion and the nature
of faith in it, there would not have
been any care for the
the  Prophet’s

Law,
and

tslamic
for sayings
traditions, for interpretation and all
that has something to do with the
explanation of religion nor for the
study of the Arabic Lingnage which
is the only to a keen and

deep grasp of the principles of reli-

medns

gion. Now, if the nature of religion
means unchangeability of its maxi-
ms a matter which may be reflected
on those working on the field, being
in some pericd less responsive or
less sensitive to the other revolutio-
ary changes taking place either in

their own community or in the out-

side world if this is so, then the
very nature of religion and its main

bases, namely, holiness and faith are
the chief cavses of the survival not
only ol the subjects related to it but
al30 of the studies
the Arabic Language which serves
as a means to the study of religion,
We then come to the conclusion
that Al-Qarawiyeon DMosque is the

connected  with

chiel factor in the preservation of
the Arabic Islamic  heritage
owing to the fact that it is a “mosque’
that tvpes of
subjects have

anl

diverse
taught it did
relavionship  with  religion, though
as 1 matter of fact, the people of this
were

and all the

in a

mosque, irresponsive as they

keep to the external events, could not
pace with the outside world in the
tremendous changes brought about in
thought, authoring, research and types
of representation. Thus the preserv-

ation of the Arabic and Islamic past
culture was, throughout its long
history, one of the characteristics of
the Qarawivecn Mosque though this
preservation and the care tor what
was to be [oreserved took different
forms.

After  the french  Ceeupalion

14712,

in

the nineteenth
has primarily depended
in

Since century
Imperialism
upon the establishment of chaos
the economy of the country which it
intends to occupy, as a preliminary
step to its intervention in the internal
alflairs. It has also depended on lan-
ing armed torces to occupy paositions

of ST.rﬂtﬁgi(ﬁ imporiance  in the adm-

inistration of the mast important and
sensitive parts in the machinery of
the government by some of the men

of the occupying country and by
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the list the followiig {on
Baju  ( a philosopher ), Lessan
Ed-Dir Ibn-el Khateebihe we!l known
minister, Abul-Ala Zuheir Avig

Mubammued Ei-Qasem lon Muahamied

are

and

El-Guassani
Ash-Sheit
geoprapher i

( meu of m:dicinue,, and
El-Edreecy'" ( a2 vezeinrian

Owing 12 the mingling of these

learn»d Linizrants with the tearned |

people and students of the Qarawi-

in the Islamic hertage lowished and
covered nearly all the fields of cuiture
previcusly krown to the cariy Alaslem
learncd people, such as religion. study
of the uulverse, (o Hosopiy
and mathemzutics, besides the Arabic
Lanvuage and ail the studics related
to it. That is why “this very
18 consitiered to be the polden erain
the hi=tory of Al-Qarawiyeea Mosgue.
It revealy on the one hand, the vigour

physics,

periad

of scicnudic tife and, on o other,
the vast and deep understzading ot
whaat is resmed © the Isiamie heritage”

and of its survival and Protection

Tris state of
however, last for long.
movement which once flourished in
the Qurawiycen Mosque soon delet-

iorated cvon before the Frenh occu-

attairs  did not,
The sciealiiic

pation took place in 1912, This was

not waolly dus te the deterioration

(1) evi-Provencal, Inidation au

Marow,

close

10 —

of the lsiamic Arabic communiy in
Moroceo ) it was mainty ascribed, as
indicated, to the
learned

already

we have
isolation of the Qarawiveen
men away from lite and the events
that They were,
perbaps, pol to blame because of the
that hetween
thelr oulturad profession and mission
the

religion on

Goelried  in I

relatinn CXIStS

on che siie and chdracteristics

ol the nature of the

yeen Mosque, the cultural revieution = Other

The wvrinciples ol relivion, exac-
tly the same as other principles ol
lite, are unchangzable. A principle, in
word, cannot
has attained a

the true scuse ol the
be so culled unless it
certain coree at which it is to be
considered voth s a model and a
ooar which everyone tries hard to
learned

people witase scientilic and  cultural

reach or androaca. Agam,
worl is contined within the limits of
sacred important and unchangeable
much influenced
hie,
tully
the

MAXIMS ars nat 80

by e cveats of the outside

contrury 1o those who  are

enmiosaad o the events ot lite,
latter have 2ol the chance to watch,

study scruiirise and judge.

so il the learned Qarawiyeen

laid aside the study of mathematics,

philesophy  and  natueral sciences

away irom the fleld of the Islamic
Arab heritage this might be due to
that

their oon wes af thinlang,  at



T TR NI T

AL tg'n* AT

_.Mﬁlw/gblﬂﬂ)ayl

—_—0 —

people who preserved in their hearts
the principles of their past culture,
the defenders who protected their
values through their own lopic and

thought, and, last but not least, they
were  the  teachers  who,  through
orally handed down this heritage
to the generations to come, In this
wayv, they proved to he the sole
supporters ol this heritage that
could not have survived without

their efiorts.

The Iollowing is a translation
of an extract quoted from an essay
written by Lévi-Provencal in a book
entitled : Initiation au Maroc. (P 172):

[ shonld like to dra ~ the atten-
tion to Fez which has become an
important centre of culture since the

beginning of the fourteanth century

in particular that is {0 say, after
many Moslem learned peopls immig-
rated to Morocco. immediately alter
the Tberian Peninsuia { Snain ard
Portugal ) had fall=n arow under the
ruie of Christitanity.  Thrs yeeurred
aimost  exaciyv  in e tourtecnch
centurv, Thus, the fart that ez bas

become an imporlant centre of cult-

ure 15 mainly ascribed o the
role  played b

Al Qarawiveen iavque”,

promi-

nent ti's eacient

untversity
Mistaeles and Liilfieitiag

-Qarawiveen Mas e Sronali-

out its long historv is wore or less

" events that

like a living creature whose growth
may, at a certain stage, be hirdered
owing to an interpal factor which is
ciosely connected with its own b dily
construction. The hindronce may as
well be riue to an outside factor
that resists its growth and prevents

it from proving its own existence.

The
matier of fact,
It sutfered from
weakness as well as from foreign
attack, I, the
Arab community in Morocco was, to
some extent, held responsible for the
weakness that belell the mosque,
the responsibility fell more heavily
upon the learned Qarawiyeen them-
charoe ot it

Mosque was,
inflvenced by

Qarawiyeen
das o
both factors, its nwn

at a certain period,

selves wio were in
They. were bhut little influenced by
the events of life on account ol the
fact that thev thought 1t Dett
to take any part in what was geing
the Arah
and, at the
‘0 be
revolutinn:ry
occurred 1n

er not

cornmunity in
{ime,
irom the
tleas and
the oulside

o among
MoTohoea same
preterred isofated
sorial and
‘.t'v"\)li'\t.

We all know that after the fall
of Andatusia under the reign of
Christianity in the fourteenth century
emirrated a numher of  the

learned

large
eminent men
different tields
Leading

Mshammedan
wir specialised i

of science and knowiedge.
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at Fez*in the yvear 215 afler the Hejira,
it we want to trace back the influe-
nce of this mosque on the cuiture of
various successive generations from
the beginning of the tirst half of the
Fourth centuty  of the Hejira up tiig
now, it we want to determine exactly
its job ( which was sometimes so dif.
ficult that 1t did but very title and
sometimes so casy that much
achieved ). II all this is taken into
consideration, we shall soon come to

way

the conclusion that the mission of the
Qarawiyeen Mosque has been closely
comnected with the Arabic Language
with [slamic and
Atabic knowledge handed down from
father to son, and generally with what
we call “the Islamic and Arabic ch-
aracteristic past culture”.

Islam, with the

Moreover, if we look upon Mor-
occo as a natiorn, we shall soon no-
tice that it is an Arab one, that the
language of the inhabitants is Arabic,
that their religion is Islam and that
the history of their culture and kno-
wledge is closely connected with that
of their ancestors whether they inh-
abited this very
part of the Islamic Arab world.

land or any other

Thus we see  that the chief
mission of the Qarawiveen Mosque
wias to lay  the foundations of the

“ I phonetically spelt. it is to be writ
ten thus : “Fass” according to the Arahic
pronunciation.

Arab community and the Arab nation
in Moroceo. It is therefore regarded
as the centre of this national charac-
teristic past culture that serves as a
nucleus rourd which rotates 'he life
of the Arabs whether in their guid-
ance or in thetr struggle for existe-
nce in Morocco.

Al-Qarawiyeen Mosque, having
achieved such a misson, or, in the

least, preserved it from ruin or dec-
ay, has rendered an invaluable service
to this Arab nation and simultaneo-
usly, to the Arabic and Islamic cha-
racleristic past culture in general.

It is not a disadvantage, how-
ever, that the Qarawiyeen Mosque,
at a certain period, slowed down'
remained - stationary or was even
confronted with obstacles and ditfic-
ulties which it failed to overcome at
times  but succeeded to surmount
many a time. This is not a disadva-
ntage merely because this mosque
did not stow down or remain  stati-
onary, nor wds it a' times overcome
in the challenge, except for the good
of this Arab nation and for the sheer
benefit of the Islamic heritage, It
does not matter either that the peo-
pie of the Qarawiyeen Mosque were,
and are perhaps still, exposed to
bitter criticism and some defects
pointed out. Suffice it that they were
the force that helped the Qarawiyeen
mosque to withstand the challenge, the
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AL-QARAWIYEEN UNIVERSITY
AND HOW FAR IT HAS PARTICIPATED

In the prescroation of the characteristic past calture of fstam.

Y

Dr. Muhammad El Bahay

Director General of The Islamic Culture Administration

Foretord -

It is taken for granted that the
chief cultural fundamentals, of any
community or nf
mainly represented
of the people. the prevailing religion
and the common
anities. The language, through wurds
and expressions, conveys the highest
types of values advorated bv the
religion of a communily or a nation.
It conveys, well  the
human knowledve begueathed to the
individuals of community  or
through the ages, by their
ancestors. It was these high values,
preached by the of
community or nation, that bound the

anY  nation, are

in the language

in inherited hum-

as facts
this
nation,

relioion

- guidance of the individuais, limited
the mu'ual relations amongst them,
and. at last, determined the commen
target which the individuaals nf the
community tried to
their struggle in life.

hard attain in

Without a languague, without a
religion, without inherited humanities,
there would be no community, nor

be
from

could a community or a nation
distinguished or characterised
anofher. The community which we
mean here is the community of man,
and by the word ‘nation’” we mean
the ‘home’ of man. Taking this into

consideration, a comumunity or a na-

|
ol

\ one person and another are confined
|

!
1 his logic,
|

the

l tion is apt to be influenced by man's

own characteristics. Thesc character-

istics which dilferentiate between

to his language, his way of thinking,

his heart, his beliefs and

i his behaviour mn life,

Al-Qurawiyeen Mosque and s

; influence on the Arab conunuiity

culture

Now, if we seck to give a vivid
“idea of the part played by the Qara-
~wiyeen Mosgne which was founded



o

iyl Lo [ ol 53 g

— 6

incinding the moorish strugglers and
the uphclders of justice from West
Atfrica and from United Arab Republic.
We urge vou to hasten in putting

anend to  the Imperialism by
being united and by responding

to the Call of Allah to be joined
together in the mutual teaching of
truth and patience: “By declining
Day. Lo! Man is in a state of joss,
save those who believe and do good

works and exhort one apother to
truth  and exhort c¢cne another
endurance”,

We hope that you will banish
the

which

away from muslim society all

the Tactors dishearten the

Muslimt community, such as elements
of relationship and tribalism, yielding
to lusts, and supporting both, ene-
mies of God enemies  of
humanity.

and

O Brothers! Amongst you there
are rulers, kings, scholars; and it has
that they will be
brought before God, and they will

been destined

be asked about their duties towards
God, they did not perform
and their duties towards humanity,
duties thev did not undertake.

daties

“(} ye who believe obey Allah
and the Messenger when he calleth to
that which quickeneth you". O ye
who believe choose not my enemy
and your enemy for iriends”.

This is word of Allah to
which we cali vou hoping that vou

the

‘o - may respond, and hold fast to. 1f you

do so, and keep doing good fur

humanity, God will reward you.

We ask God to give us his

guidance and to give his guidance

to the leaders of muslim Nation,
s0 that justice and religion of Islam
may prevaii.

Peace may be upon you,
Mahmoud Shalteut.
Ibrahim Banias
Muhammad Ahdul-Karim Al-Khattabi.
Muhammad Abd Allah Al-Khattabi.

8th Thel-Keada 1380
23 April 1961
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Inthe name of Allah, the Beneticent,
the Merciful

Joint Statement to the Islamic World

From

The Rector of Al-Achar University, the [lcader of Muslims in West
Africa and the Prince Abdul-Karim El-Khattali,

Praise be to (God, the Lord of
the worlds, and peace and Dblessing
be upon the Prophet Muhammad and
his fullowers.

Our Muslim brothers. Peace be
upon you,

In the name of God and in the
name of brotherhood, we, Abdul-Karim
Al-Khattabi, Ibrahim Banias, Mahmoud
Shaltour, and Muhammad Al-Khattabi,
have held a meeting on the occasion
of the departure of cur brother in

Islam, Shaykh [brahim Banias aiter

his visit to the United Arab Republic.

muslimsaffairs  and

their

Revie wing
considering present

and what they have suttered from

the opressive Imperiaiists, we are
of the opinion tha! the one single
call  through which mushims can

resume  their liustrious

give them the Word of Allah, which

their predecessors were given in His
saying: “And hold fast. all of you
Allah, and

together, to the cable ot

situation

i committed

past, is to \ they are

not separate”. “O Ye who believe
Take not for iniimates other
your foiks, who would
no pains to ruin you, they love to
hamper you. Hatred is revealed by
(the utterance of ) their mouths, hut
that Lreasts hide s

greater’,

than

Hwn spare

which their

We all have already scen what
the Imperialists have done, and we
still see what thev are doing, for the
the

i purpose of parling, scattering
' peoples, and some other @t ub such
kind, which the hovour and dignity
of The
evidence we can simply give for their
flagrant deeds and their bad taith,
lies thev are doing now

Islam cannot Lear sullivient

in  what

| at Algeria, in what they have lately

in Patesting and in what

preparing 1o Suppress  any
i voice rising for natural freedom bes-

| towed by God.

(O DBrethers !
l coming to you from such a group

This is a call
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within and from without, which the
term “Colonialsm” includes. Nothing
will put an end
save the Arab Unity and
League. So, the sustenance of this
Bloc depends in realizing this Unity

and, 1n strengthening this icague.

As  regards  realizing  Arab
unitv, it rests solelv on the Arab

freeman, and faithiul reformer, Giamal
Abdei-Nuasser;
well-poepared

who, for this mission
wWas by
for e devoted
mind. and endeavour. And sooner or
greedy, and the
superciiions colhnialist will be banis-

nature, and

ity osake his  scul,

later the cavetous
hed away, and the Arab Nation will
remain integral and strong.

As tor
League, it will be due to the policy
of the Isiamic congress, whict made

‘rengthening the Istamic

legal by God, on the same Jay He

ordained  Phigrimage. The  congress
thar was prevented from being held
in Die past because of the stupidity
the

because

ani conspirracy ot foreigners,
division due 10 de-
and

united

of
reiaxation,

and
pendne ., wealkness
ignorance; which made the
nation disintegrate into so may small
states; each has its own boundaries,
custom-house, and poiicy: aud each
is being under command and pat-

ronage of fo-eigners.

But when God willed that
Nation { of Istamn ) which Ho oreatod
to foliow the Via

media  amongst

to this colonialism "
Islamic

His

nalions, so as to enjoin what is right
and forbid what is wreng, He remin-
ded it with His saying “And hold
fast, all together by the rope which
(God ( stretches out for you ), and
be not divided amongst yourselves;
and remember with gratitude God’s

favour on yvour for ye were enemies

and He joined  your hearts in love,
80 that by ilis grace, ye became

Then, the hearts of the

musinns inclined to oone another: the

brethren™,

hands «i them held together; and the
demandad the voice which
and

situation

should awiken excite people;
would
The
Mutammaud responded to
Truth abandoned
dishonest who

1t 1o the

andd of e coneress which

pay response  and
Nattrin
I

the  Call

guldance.
of
of and

false - and leaders,
misled the nation, directed

mirage and, push it into the abyss.

Now there is no alternative for

so-cailed to
come Dhack to in the
rght wey.
Unity be
and the parts of the com-
be welded; then it
will be able tor the Islamic Bloc to
realize the meaning of “Middle way”

these leaders, except

thelr position

line, and return to the

By so doing,
fulfiiled
FARSPEIRAN

the will

will

by which, it was described by
God in His Book; and then the
Islamic Blec will be a measure of
peace hetween the EKast and the
West, and a mercy for the whole
wWornd.



do ) Lo [ Lol )3 g

League. Through this Unity and this '
League, the Third Bloc will be so ‘
powerful that it can retricve with
God's help, the world whicn was
dispersed by greediness and war. [t
would then repair the world and
its wounds. That, because this

Third Bloc which was basca upon the

13

unmixed beliels, occupies the mosi
blessed place on the carth, includes
millions of people, watches over the
first resources ol economy, has faith
in the ideal spiritual morals of
society, and has brilliant deeds in the
pages of history. With its religious
rules and secutar principles, the Third
Bloc is the most suitable measure 1o
inculcate love in hearts, and estab-
ishing peace on earth. This is because
its political and social systems were
made by God who put them by His
“The believers but
For, these systems, god
to be a
congress; to make them fast; and
made the Califate as an eternal bond
to fasten them. These systems are
suitable for every time and place,
They resolve disputes arising between
peoples; profess the Unity of god,
placing no partner to Him; include
all ordained by god,
without between the
prophets; and finally fraternize all
people in the spirit and in the faith,
' in nation. They

saying are
brothers.”
ordained

the Pilgrimage

revelations
ditferentiation

not in race nor
equalize all brathren in riphts and
puties so that thero will be no dis-

races, and

tinction between classes,

colours. They approoriate the wealth

of the rich, recognized dues which

. he must pay, willing or unwilling, so

as to adjust the balance of justce.
They submit the government to the
mu-ual consultation belween e lig-
ent persans so that no (vroant could
rule and no obstinate could nelt any
progress. They set tree the wind, soul
and spirit. They do not ceniine notion
nor consideration. They do not accept
the traditionalism or slavery. They
ordered their foliowers to be just and
tolerant those who disagree
with them in their religion or in
their opinicn. They connect the relig-
ions with the life to make consciou-
sness, the superior the
dealinps; the beliei, creative

influence in the conducts.

with

force in

the

The [slamic Dloe is a Jorce for

peace

In short, these systems referred
to, are the systems which would
realize human Unity, for, it does not
acknowledge party-spirit, racialism,
nor nationalism. Instead. it does create
brotherliness in belief, superiority in
doing well, and co'vperation in no-
thing but righteousness and piety.

The Islamic Bloc exists by virtue

of the unity of its nations, the joint
history, the one single religion and

the prevailing language. And if it
happened that parts of this Bloc
grew weak or disintegrated. that,

would be due to some factors from
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East, so as to assert their supremacy.
The Americans constitute obstructions
before the Russians, 1o appropriate
the East for themselves only. The
muslims and Arabs of Asia and Africa
are raising their veices complaining
of injustice, raring for the sake of
dignity, struggling fur their rights and
calling for freedom struggles; but
their call for struggie is drowned in
the noise of the other Blocs just asa
gentle breeze when it goes in the
sad jungle,

tis amazing that the outbreak
of colonial war and the struggle of
the areat Blucs, have no  field to
take place on except where the Arab
owt and the mushim live: as if the
Arab and muslims became a pillage
to every marauder, Are not these
people the ancestors c¢f these former
invadors for whose reign the age
was subjected, and in their empire
the world was included 7 It is not
that the Islam which thev are emb-
racing now, is the same Islam of
that former Abbasid caliph
once, looked at the rain clouds driven
by the wind to the extremities of the
where
you wish, your fruit will be of
mine.” ? The muslims of today are
indeed the ancestors of those prede-
cessors; but the lslam they are now
professing is no longer the Islam of
that caliph. It is a remainder of the

first Islam decayed
be silly mysticism, whe intoxicated

who,

earth, then he said: “ Rain

and ended to
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with 1t, do not awake from their nap
nor ¢o they get rid of indolence,
He does not care, to reach his ohject
whither he was ridden upon his back
or pulled on his pace.

The mean-spirited and narrow-
minded, exploited and misinterpreted
religions and seiences {0 suit their
own ends, and they placed much
reltance on superstitution belief, And
thus we saw that the evolution of
chemistry, has appointed its research
to seek for what so-catled Philoso-
pher Stone: and the evolution of
astronomy turned it to be something
lite sorcery und torlelling events via
observing the stars and their posi-
tions, This change wuaich has altected
these twio sciences, is similar to that
which has happened to Islam. In [slam,
we saw that the beliel ol Fate has
been misinterpreted, until the people
while yeilding to Destiny, neglected
the precaution. They gave up endea-
vouring themselves depending upon
this verse: "Verily never God change
the condition of a people until they
change it themselves ( with their own

souls). But when (once) God willeth
a people’'s punishment there can be
no turning it back, nor will they {ind
beside Him, any to protect .

Then, the return to the orijinal
Islam, is the one single way which
leads to establishing and ensuring

the Arabic Unitv, and this is the
chief cause for founding the Islamic
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THE ISLAMIC BLOC IS A FORCE
FOR PEAGE AND MERCY

by

AHMED HASSAN EL-ZAYAT

Editor - in - Chiet

The

and supremacy in the worid has led

struogle  for  sovereigmity
to the excistence of two great Bloos,
namelv the Eastern Biack or Comm-
uism led by Russia and the Western
Bing or rather Capitalism led by the
United State of America. These two
Biocs hold contradictaory views  to
each other and thus in their
As a matter of fact there 1s nothing
between

groals.
in common them
that they compete with each other
to dominate the world and
conquer space. In their endeavour to
conquer space and be unique in this
feat, the two DBlocs preparing
space rockets and spaceships,
their
and science, exploiting people, cont-

except

srek to

are
using
enormoHus resources of wealth

rolling nature and spreading terror.

Today there is no other Bloc
which stands dignitied. between these
two Blocs except tie third Bioc wh-
ich obtains its guidance from the
Light of God. This livht is neither
limited by a certain area nor conce-

aled behind a veil, but it spreads a

permanent brilliance, and is weltl 1il-

ustrated by the falowing verse:

(God is the Light of the heave-
ns and the earth, the parable of His

Licht is as il there were a Niche,

and. within it a Lamp: The Lamp
enclosed in Glass : The (Glass as it
were a Brilliant  Star: Lit frem a

blessed Tree, an Olive neither of the
East nor of the West, whose Oil is
well-nigh luminous, though fire scarce
touched it : Light God
doth guide whom He will to His
Liaht".

=

upon Light!

It is guite apparent, when one

nowadays listens to the Radio or
reads the newspapers, that this stru-
gple has reached 1mmense proport-
ions and the Part played bv the three
Blocs have been spotlighted  into
prominence. The rest of the nations
are merely witnessing the struogle
that is taking place in an arena, just

as spectators, jesters, or gamblers.

The Russians are desiring to
spread out in the open liclds of the
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