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THE MONTH OF RABI AL AWAL IN THE LiFg
| OF THE PROPHET

It is a surprising coincident in
the life of the Prophet tha among
all the months Rabi Al Awal was
his month, and among the /days
Monday was his day. Monday 'ofl the
second week of Rabi Al Awal was
the day on which he appeared. in
Mecca, and Monday of the second
week of Rabi Al Awal -vas the day
on which he immigrated 10 Medina.
Monday of the second week of Rabhi
Al Awal was the day he passed
away. There is a secret in these
coincidents known to those chosen
among mankind for God's message.
A whi:per of this secret is t-a Rabi
Al Awal is the month of prosperity,
fertility and beauty, and that Mnnﬂﬂ'}r
was the day of the moon for the
ancient people. The moon in islam
s of particular importance : for the
people it constitutes a time measure-

ment for fasting and pilgrimage, for :

the nation as well as the congrega-
tion it is the symbrl of the banner,
The between  cosmos  and
fate, 1. seasons, zodiacs and days,
18 still a secret

reliatinon

]

W ] ¢ .
. ....!I .::l'l-_ =

to mar. If Rabi Al ! _
Awal was the beginning of the Hijra | relling

Yﬁar. and Monday was the weekly
day of rest, this would have agreed
with the date of immigration, the
glory of the incident, the position of
the Prophet and the sanctity of the
month,

On Monday, the 12th of Rabj
Al Awal, the fifty third year before
the immigration, the vast area be-
tween the house of Ibrahim, near
the mosque and the house of Sayeda
Amnah, ‘at Beni Hashem: Lane in
Mecca, was a’ place for the angels
and the souls of the prophets to
sing, thanking God for having reliey-
ed the world by the birth of that
Arab. Before the birth of Muhammad.
Son of Abdulla, the world was in-
dulging in sin and bad deeds. like a
blind beast being led by a blind on
an uneven road. This beast was led
from the East by the Persians who
were in a great state of corruption,

- and from the West by the Cireeks
. ‘who were in a great state of nicaness

|

- and wickedness. The Throne of Kisra

and:the Court of Caesar ware quar-
over the sovereignty of the

K :f'..-_:-ﬂ:'-...’-‘ g e g
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world, using force and injustice. So
when in Mecca the cradle of the
Orphan Arab was touched by the
hand of God, both Throne and Court
collapesed, and a whisper from the
unseen said to the two great lead-
ers: “Today history ends and history
begins. Never after this day will
there be a king, or a master, wor-
ship shall be to God, leadership to
the Prophet, and sovereignty g
religion, government to the Arabs
and the world for all.”

orphan, in the midst Tof Mecca with
its  hills and vallevs, Jeading his

life in the same way as the Qureish.

He worked as a shepherd for his
relatives and his people, then started
trading, with the help of his wife’s
money. The care of God was upin
him in every step and every stage.

God cared for him when he was g
poor orphan, when he was a young
shepherd, When he wdas a hired
merchant God gave him success. [t
was (God's will to prepare him for
His message. He disciplined and
taught him, and protected him from
the uncleanliness “of idolator.. He
never drank wine nor took usury, nor
gambled; he never witnessed places
of amusements nor turned his face
towards an idol. The poor orphan
became the mas'er of the Island,

an: the voung shepherd a shepherd
of the world, and the wandering

- from the mousiain of
'~ the torch of guidance

trader a conqueror of the earth; the
pure and honest became ready for
receiving the inspiration - ar g for
conveying the message of (o,

Then a door opened  from
heaven to the cave of Hira and angels
and the Holy Spirit descended 19
the people on the earth, and the first
radiation of God’s mspiration burst
forth to the heart of Muhammad. S0
the truthfu! and

honest descended

light Carryiug
and attacking

. polytheisms with monaotheism - g
Mohammad was brought up, an | PO’ otheism; fur the

- Sake“. ol spreading God's call, he

suftered “the hardship of the atheistic
leaders of the Qureish,

On Monday, the 8th of Rabhij
Al-Awal of the first year alter the
“Incident” of the Elephant the hosti-
lity of the Qureish towards the
messenger of God had reached jig
utinost, 10 the degree that they
conspired to kill him.

Muhammad*peace be upon him -
had seen that the deserts of polyth-
eistic Mecca had become gg dry for
implanting the message and therelore
the fruit was rotten, the poison of
which was about to destroy his
effort. He then migrated, under the
care of God, to the good town chos-
en by God to be the bage for his
tower, a field for his seed, a center
for his power and a light house for
his guidance. There with patience,
truth, faith, firmmess, g0od manners

L]
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and strong personality the plant bore |

fruit, the light became bright, peopie
united in one belief, the area exlon-
ded; therefore, Medina became a
world, the minari'y a majnrity and
the three villages, Mecca, Tayel and
Yathrib, became three continents,
namely Asia, Africa and Europe.
Islam. which started with Khadiga,
Ali, Abi Bakr and Zeid, became ‘he
people’s religion, the earth's warkd,
called for at the extreme West, un
the shores of the A lantic Ocean, by
Oqba-lbn-Nafi, who drove his horse
to the water saying: * O God, Lurd
of Muhammad, had it not been for
this sea. | would have conquered the
whole world to raise Your word. '
God be my witness. At the cxireme
East, Qutayba Ei Bahily - decided ‘to
penetrate China and a fellow «f his
warned him saying : *You have pene-
trated Turkey, oh Qutayba, even®
are between the wings of davs, come
and go.” Qutayba answered -~ Being
sure of God's victury | venetrated,
if one 1 ses the chance, the equipm-
ent will be useless.” The lriend
answered : “ (o vyour way as \OU
please, no one can break this deter,
mination except God. "~

The blessed migration from Mec-
ca to Medina was the separating L:-
ne hetween lslam aond the pre Islamic
era, monotheism and idolatory, nati-
onalism and tribal fanaticism, humanit
and beastness and between a long
dark night and a bright morning pro-
misiug security, peare and guidance.

After that the Messenger could,
thanks to God, with wisdom and power
prevent the upbelievers from doing
evil and bring up the Moslems by
means oi preaching and being him-
seli example. He debated with the
disbelievers, using the Logic of Qu'ran
the opponents he fought wilh the
sword, unti! God's victery was < btai-
ned, and he saw multitades ot peobie
entering into Gud,s reiigion; he rejo-
iced and thanked his Lord. aud he
was sure of the [ate of mis muessage
and his peoPte. H: worked on the
codification of the Laws shuwing the
peaple the road which wiil yrive them
assumnce of Leading to their uitim-
ate. goal. Before ten years had elaps-
ed since the migration, God's Religion
and His grace had been cempleted
and the Qu'ran had been completely
revealed while the Arabs were ready
to take over the reign of the eanh.
Muhammad then pertormed his Last
pilgrimage and delivered the wellare
speech at Arafa, in which he asked
God tc be his witness that he !ad
conveyed the message and accompli-
shed the task. On that day was rev-
ealed to him: *“ Today | completed
your religion, gave you all My bles-
sing and chose for you Isiam as He-
ligion.” Then the Prophet knew that
God was calling him to rest al
His side.

On Mondav, the 12th of Rabi
Al Awal of the eleventh year after



the Hijria, the Prophet joined the

Highest Companion. Before his death
he had suffered a severe {ever lor

two weeks during which he never
ceased to mention God's name and
abide to His religious instroctions.
To be absent from the mosque when
Bilal called for prayer was more

painful for him than his sickness. On’

the last day of his sickness, when ;

his body felt light, he wrapped his ! of God was the omly thing lelt to

' puide the people, to bring back the

head. and with great effort leaning on
his two cohasins, Ali and Al Fadl,
left the house of aisha for the mosque.
Upon seeing the sick Prophet the
people were startled with joy and
cleared the way for him. Sb Che
stepped inside and sat 10 the left of
Abi-Bakr where he performed his
prayers after Abi-Bakr. Finishing his
prayers the Prophet ascended the
tribune, and knowing that his severe
sickness had given some hypocritss
the chance for infidelity towards
Islam, for the Osud in Yemen, Musa-
ylama in Yamama and Tulayha in
Bani -Asad had encouraged their
people to rebel against Islam, he
thanked God and addressed the
people saying:" You people, the
fire has spread and hypocracy over-
shadowed like the darkest. [ shall
not allow except what Quran has
allowed, and shall not forbid except
what Qu'ran has forbidden. A slave
of God was given the liberty to
choose between the world and what
God had, and he chose'what-God had.”

Then he stopped. faithful His
friend realized that the Propret meant
himself and he burstinto tears. When
leaving the Prophet prayed for
Osama-lbn-Zay and instrucied him to
prepare his army to defeat the Roma-
ns.* The Prophet returned 10 his house
with a relapse from which he did
not recover, Seeds of disunity were
sown in the land of Saqifa. The book

ones gone astray and 1o straighten
the road.

This is the month of Rabi Al-
Awal, and these are its three parts,
the ‘events of which have been sum-
marized as the history of the Prophet
Its times recorded in the wvarious

- stages of the message. These formed
. the frame for the holy piciure drawn

by the hand of the Creator as a
beauty for historv, or a shade for
the divine lamp lit by the holy olive
tree, neither Eastern nor Western,
whose oil would light without being
touched by fire.

In memory of all these events
that took place during the month of
Rabi Al-Awal in general and on
Monday in particular, we should
celebrate this month and this day.
This is why Monday is the popular
day for charity and lasting.

* The Romeans, ol thal Hime, ocelgiend

a part of Arabin.



YHE SEAL OF THE PROPHETS

BY

Abbas Ma"moud El Akkad

Mohammed is the Messenger of |
Allah and the Seal of the Prophets.

It is a belief the Muslim accepts
in the way he accepts the doctrines
of the religion; furthermore, he under-
stands it as he understands scientilic
. facts and logical proposition; because,
as long as he perceives Prophecy
with its - defined characteristics, in
[slam, he will certainly know that it
is a prophecy which seals all proph-
ecies and paves the way in the

s S — e x| R

| pite its vividness in the eyes of the
heheuerq it is taken as something
queer by others, pious people and
| hon-believers all the same. Some
| misunderstand it, and some are rather
impertinant and assume that it is an
act of selfishness on the part of

. Mohammed bv which he denies others

human history for the wmessage
of sound reason, conscience and
inspiration.

Seal'ng of the prophecies is a
Mohammedan characteristic, but it is |
not solely confined to Mohammed,
peace he upon him. This characteris-
tic. being secessitated by the history
of all nations, incindes every believer
and every accepts  the
cally it is not sonething confined to

one  Who

Mohammed either during his life or

after his death.

It is somehing that a Muslim
perceives without

the right to convey their prophecies,
in-the way a king denies others the
right to come to power and confines
it to his own folk or those he
chooses.

It is needless to argue with

' those non-believers about this par-

t

|
l

trouble, but, des- |-

" admit its necessity or utility i ol

ticular case of sealing of prophecies,
apart from o'her various and dtif&rent
cases relating to religious prophecies, |
as thev do not believe in prophecy
itself from first to last. They never
ot
times. To them there is no dillerenoe
hotween the time which PMeogen
resPond to the call, or the
which they do nat; both arc @
wasted in listening to a thing whoes:

it is unbecoming to listen.

in
firme- in

But those pious peopld Wil

adimy e
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consider sealing of the prophecics a

queer thing, actually do so to a fact

which believers in prophecies accept

either through

understanding and .

contemplating, or accept it convent- .

ionally as something which does not
rationalization. All those who !
the prophecies of the

need
believed in
Bible, also believed in the sealing uf
prophecies. Some of those sealed
religions calls altogether by the reli-
gion of one Particular descent ( des-

cendan!s of Abraham ) who was the !

only descent to receive His Revela-
tion. Thet was what they believed
m the past and what they still be-
lieve in at present.

The Muslim's belief in the seal
of the prophecies does not involve
any queerness either in acceptance
or in contemplation. To the Muslim,
the prophecy which sealed all proph-
ecies is an everlasting call as it
makes Faith a mental conception and
establishes it on the basis of the
belief in One Geod, the Lard of the
whole universe.
the Moham-

Nations, before

- that had no equivalent

between the worshipped and the
warshipper to plead and offer
sacrifices. |

They asked for the mediation

- the prophets in order to prevent cata-
they deserved or

strophes which
which inevitably befell them.

The Islamic Prophecy came
aiong with an everlasting new thing
in toe Cails

. ofAtewpast. It needs nothing new or

medan Call, took the prophecy as a -
means of prediction and uncovering

of secrets, by which they could res-
tore what was lost or stolen and to
tell of omens of good and evil.

Among the nations were those

'who took prophecy as a mediation

5

' gh their own free will,

it addresses the soul
responsible conscience in

irmforated. as
and “the

. Man0 which neither bepging nor
redempiion-is of any avail.

[t is a prophecy of understand-
ing and guidance, not a prophecy of
prediction and astrologv. A prophecy
of guidance through contemplation,
scrutiny and thinking, not a prophecy
of supernatural elements and catast-
rophes which frighten both sight
and insight and plants fear and dread
in the conscience when it fails to
attain accePtance through persuas-
ion. It is a prophecy that bears good
tidings as well as warnings, having
no power to benefit or to hurt, it
does nothing for the people other
than what thev do themselves throu-
guided by
their mind and sound conscience :

- “Say:For myself | havg no
power to benefit, nor power to hurt,
save that which Allah willeth. Had

o
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Iknowledge of the Unseen, I should
have abundance of wealth, and adv-
ersity would not touch me. I am but
a warner, and a bearer of good
tidings unto folk who believe.”

True. There is neither tempta-

penalty and reward in give and take:

“Say: I say not unto wvsu
possess the treasures of Allah. nog
that I have knowledge of the Unseen;
and | say not unto you:Lo!l am
an anpel. | follow only that whigh
is inspired in me. Sayv : Are the blind

not then take thought?”

the sun eclipsed on the death of his
son Abraham; the people thought it
had eclipsed for his death; but the

True prophet would not admit it

and said:* The stn and the moon
are two Signs of God. They never

eclipse on the death or the birth of |

any one. "’

Men of understanding are apt
t0 believe this pruphet when he tells

them : “ The miracle is no avail to !
those who do not benefit from their |

mind and conscience:

“ And even if We opened unto

them a Gate of Heaven and t‘ﬂ.ey:

kept mounting through it. They

would say: Our sight is wrong —
nav, but we are folk bewitched.”

Sp if the Prophet came with
this Message, which leaves Man to a
“hwman characteristic” and provides

| evidence through what he sees for

tjon nor bargaining for a sacrifice Or | pniocelf and what is net absent to

mind and thoughts, where to does
this Message end ? and, what is
felt for the next message that might
come to abolish and succeed
Mohammed's Message ?

The only thing leit for a new

: r message to do is to abolish the rea-

man and the seen equal ? Wil ve™ i ) _ :
“.__-som or take it back again to early

~centnries. Such a call is noi needed

: by those sound-minded believers who
The opportunily came to ramo--, ) d

ur a miracle of the prophet when !

have been already puided. Those
who are not sound-minded are actu-
ally in need of a teacher to uncover
to them what they could not see of
the guidance involved in prophecy,
rather than a new prophet to repeat
what was established before him.

The Islamic prophecy was pre-

ceded by many of the great ,Calls
. which had great bearing in the his-

tory of faith. 1f those Calls were
given to a historian who studies the
developments of history — whatever
his religious belief is - he couid not
possibly seal prophecies In the his-
torv of humanity with one of them,
despite its eminence and bearing on

| its succeeding ages. This is because



Such Calls began and ended before |

the development of the general pri-
ciple of humanity and the principle
of Man being responsible for the
nonesty of reason and conscience.

The prophecies of the Sons of
Israel are still confined to one human
descent, isolated by its past and pre-
sent from other nations, |

Jesus christ made a wide shift

when he accepted his spiritual sons
of Abraham as his physical sons,

He conveyed his Message, but left

Man after him badly in need of a
message to help him to be self - depe-
ndant in trying to escape his own
errors and to redeem his bad deeds

and be responsible for his own
goodness.

-

The role of the prophecy in the
histary of end
unless it succeeds in planting a gene-
ral meaning of bumanity in the souls

of human beings.

humanity wiil not

Prophecies will not be sealed
unless Man can be addressed mentally
and is accordingly responsible within
this scope, and unless Man partici-
pates being on the same looling
with his fellow men — in worshipning
One God, the Lord of the whole
universe. | '

He is. not the _ﬁqq:.whu bestows

his blessing on one descent in return
of naught of their own making.

When the

came. it was mentally accepted as a
seal of all other prophecies as it is
present in all times with the sound-
minded responsible Man.

Istamic Prophecy

“Do! in the creation of the
heavens and the earth, and the diffe-
repce of night and day, and the
ships which run upon the sea with
that which is of uwse to man, and
te-water which Allah sendeth down
from_the 'sKy, thereby reviving the
earth aiter i's death, and dispersing
all kinds of beasts therein, and (in)
the ordinance of the winds, and the
clouds obedient between heaven and

earth: are signs for people who have
sense.”

Again we say, the sealing of
prophecies has been accepted by
reason af'‘er the Mohammedan Call.
It can be added that it is acceptable
if judged by reality and history.
The human world which experienced
S0 many sucessive prophecies beiore
Mohammed, did not experience one
sound prophecy after him.

Those who came aller Mobham-
med bat imposters with no

followers eilher in their life or after
their death. No one of them had an

were
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original message they all refered 1o
‘the Islamic prophecy, that is. to its
regulations and principles.

Mohammed, being the seal of
all prophets, is acceptable to a Muslim
through his faith, and furthermore,
because it is a scientific fart which
he can perceive throug™ his reason
and can witness its evidence in past
ages as well as in his own age; in
doing so he is obeying the orders
of his religion.

It may be a pleasure to many

in modern times, proud of [thgir

achievements in science and their-|

inventions, to say :" We are hving

in the age of science. It is the age
of Signs of Nalure.”

R ——————_ e

Let them say as they Please.
Let them sav it again and again in
challenwe to all prophecies; but not
in chalienge to the prophecy that
cealed all prophecies, the prophecy
that, 14 centuries ago, stated what
thev are saying now. The one that
showed them that they are 10 live
guided by their own insight, and by
what they witness of these Signs of
Guidance in nature, by secrets of
creation and visual proofs. Every
miracle of science to-day is but a
part of the miracles ol the religion

Mohammed conveyed to us:

“And thou wilt see and they

Cowill see”
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BELIEF IN GOD

by

Dr, Muhammad EI Bahin
Director General of The Islamic Culture

Administratiop

People have always discussed

belief in God and have differed in
their opinions.
Their discussion of belief ip

(od, its wvaiue, and their differen
ideas on this subject are not todav's
toptc, nor that of the recent ot dlar
past. There are repeated d%acussians.
which will be repeated so long as
1S - man, eve'
way of trinking

=0

man
and what he belie-
ves today to be secund and i-gical
will fomorrow be uncovered as fal:e
imaginations.

Some people see harm in belie-
ving in God, some consider belief
unnecessary flor life, while others
regard it as a necessity for the good
of the individual and the lhappiness
of society.

Those who see harm in belie-
ving 1in God do not acteally mean
to abolish belief from the life of man
but to transfer i1 from the circle of
God to some other circle. The reastn

tor this is to monopolize authority

changirg In his.

~ authority

e s o —————— — O

in guidance and leadership, or at
least to free themselves from so-cal-
led subordination and trusteeship.

;1t'is known that in Europe a
certain religious organization mono-
pohized beliel in God and in doing
sn/assumed.authority to know religion

~and direct people, in their thoughts

48 Wil as conduct,

This sitvation sti red up Ssome
thinkers. and later on some politi-
cians, who denied this organization
authority icr monopoly over religion
and consequently over people. They
called for freedom from monopolized
religious guidance exerted by the
of that organization. At
this point some thinkers even called
for the transier of belief in God to
belief in the human mind, believing
in the capability of the mind and its
independence guif’rance without
having 10 rely on any outside autho-
rity such as the authority exercised
by this religious organization, But

1

this doctrine of belief in the capabi-
lity of the mind exaggerated its
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capability by assigning to it a crea-
tive function in the life of man.

However, this doctrine did not
escape criticism. The human mind,
even if freed of all subjectivity in
judgement, planning and guidance,
is influenced by ever changing circu-
mstances of man, Man lee.s secure
at one time and worries at another,
he is healthy today and sick tomo-
rrow, happy now and unhappy the
next moment an ever-changing, uns-
table creature. Thus man's thinking,
the function of his mind, cannot be
taken as foundation for a code of
laws lor a nation, not to speak-of
humanity in general.

In the light of this objection 'o
the value of the mind and its sulli-
ciency in guidance some thinkers,
later on, advocated the transicr ol
belief from the scope of God and
the mind of man to the circle of
senses and actuality. Their justification
was deriven from the claim that reli-
gion as the source of belief in Ged
is but a source of deception for man,
because man may understand religion
from the behaviour of the people of
that certain religious organization,
who monopolized its interpretation
together with the authority in guida-
nce. They also justified their doctrine
by asserting that, if the mind was
independent from senses and actua-
lity, it would be as deceiving

as opium. The mind very olten
goes asiray and very oiten ima-
osines. Therefore, their ciicle of
belief centered around senses and
actuality.

Thev that actuality
everything in man's life: actuality
dictates and man has to obey. What is
understood by actuality is the law
of life and man is part of nature,
influenced by the laws of life.

SElW WS

Again, this doctrine like the
preceding one, raised criticism, which
was | probably even stronger and
clearer The criticism goes that if the
nature.of- senses and actuality is to
dictate; man is made up ol senses
and actualily; consequently he also
dictates, When man is being dictated,
he himseli diclates someone else:
thus he is acling by means of senses
and actuality and not amerely reac-
ting. This means that he gives
and takes, directs and is directed
influences and is influenced. He is
not just a receiver, always influenced
by others.

This means also that man has
nositiveness as well as actuality. The
doctrine of transferring belief from
the circle of God and that ol 1he
mind to the circle of God and that of
the mind to the circle ol senses
and actuality is based on exag-

geration, being deceived by senses



and actuality just like the doctrine
of transfering of beliefs from the
circle of God to that of the mind.

This means confining belief to

the mind alone, or to senses and-

actuality alone, is most harmful since
it is based on exaggeration and de-
ception. Their argument is not, as
some thinkers {ried to put it, 10

picture belief in God as harmful
to man.

The other group, that sees no
necessity for belief in God in the
life o' man, states that so long as
there is a conscience in man to. gui-
de him towards the pood, there is
no need for belief in God. They con-
tend that for people the uitimate value
of believing in God is fo persuade
man to do good and avoid evil.

This point may sound convinci-
ng, but in fact it reveals some dece-
ption. One may ask “Is there a con-
science in every person to lead him
toward the good 7" If the answer is
in the negative, he will ask again:
“What is the source of the formation
of conscience in man if it is nol nat-
urally implanted in him? ",

[s philosophy the source of the
formation of conscience? And whirh
philosophy is it ? Who is the philos-
opher, or the father of this philosophy?.

[s he a human being stripped fr-
om the ever-changing conditions of

man and from the effects of enviro~

‘nment and heredity?.

Does he not fall sick, or become
anfit? Does he not worry and teel
restless? Is he never angry or emoti-
onally upset? [s his life so monotonous
that he dose not sometimes. feel
enjnyment of life and at some other
times sadness ?.

Whers is this philosopher? Among
what nation is he to be found? To
what ‘society does he belong? Does
he belong to the white or to the
blackrace 7.

lti-this® philosopher 15 not above
human emotions, his philosophy will
not suifice as foundation 1o bring
forth the conscience in man, pure
and inclined to do good towards
all people.

Up to this moment, we do not
know where to find this philosopher.
Consequently, the source of the for-
mation of conscience in man must be
a general source for all people, reg-
ardless of colour and race. This source
is nothing else but the message of
God, for God is the Creator of all
peaple and He is the organizer of the

. wniverse He 1s merciful to men.

So there is no other way butto
believe in God i1 we acknowiedge
the necessity of conscience in man
as a motivalor towards doing good.
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We deceive ourselves if we depend
on the mind or on actuality alone.

Actually, belief in God is a nece-
ssity [ir the existence and nature of
man, [t is man's inclination 10 phey

that is, by nature he chooses to fol-
low or separate. He only obevs the
one whom he considers superior in au-

thority, in wisdom, elc. Once he sur-
passes the one he believed superior
in certain qualities, or discovers some

defect in him, he ceases his opedi-
ence towards him. Man is man, ho-
wever, he will never surpass ultimat-

ely, nor will the belief of surpass
last in him.

Therefore, continuous obedience
should be to an ever-surpassing being.
[t is God alone who is the ultimate
surpasser throughout the uriverse.

Thus, belief in God is dictated
by the nature of man. As belief in
God is dictated by the nature ot man,

its value is manifested in the fact
that belief in God is the basis of the
belief in the message, transmitted by
the messenger. The message of the
messenger is nothing but laying out
the straight road which, if lollowed

by man, will lead to perfect individuals

:

and to societv. The planning of the
straight road is the reveliation of thd
ultimate superior being, above human
partiality to one race or another,
beyond all needs and changeability.
God is the ultimate, seli-sulficient,
superior being.

If man believes in this message,
the message of the straight road, he
himself will benetit, and will benefit
others in his society. The happiness
of man is achieved when he is sati-
siied and has gained tranquility. He
cannot altain this tranquility unless
he realizes his position and that of

his fellow men, and cooperates with
them as_a brother, working for peace

and the good.

There is no fear that blief in God,
which is for the good ot all nations,

mav lead to fanaticism. Fanaticism
bears the connotation of aggression,

but the power of belief is manifested
in understanding life and tolerance In
deiling with peaple. Fanaiictism Is a
sign of partiality, but tolerance is not
a sign of leniency in belief, but a
sign of good interaction and discipline

Thie is the ultimate goal of reli-

| gion and message ol [slam.
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THE BIRTHDAY OF MOHAMED
THROUGH HISTORY

BY
Dr. Gamal Addin Arramadi .
(h the twelith of fast Rabie | prophet spread throughout the Penins-

El Awal festivals. were held on the
celebration of the memory of the
prophet Mohamed's brithday., This
induce us to speak about this glorious
day through history.

jact the brith of Mohamed
was exordium of a fife
and the preface of blessed days in

the histore of the Arabs and Islam.
L]

In

the e

Furiunately for Islam  that this
happy event occured in the elePhant
vear through which Abraha Al Ash-
ram the represeatative of Nagashy
on Yemen was overcome and expe-
lled fromm kaaba,. Therelore Mecca
was saved from the tremendous peril
of Abvssinia.

For this reason the elephant
year was a nice begining for a new
century, generally in the history i
the Arabs and especially in the hist
ory of Koraish tribe.

Religions before Islam :

[dolism before the brith of the

uaia. The idolists were accustomed to
offer sacrifices to thier gods and to
walk Collectively around  their

temples. |

the Jewish religion spread
throgrhout-Yemen, Alkira Vally, Yath-
rehyKayber, and Taymae.

Christianity spread amongst the
tribes of Taghleb, Hassan, and kodaa,
in the north, and in Yemen in the
south.

Persian were  well

Haran, and the

religions
in Yemen,
north of Irag.

known

Among the Arabs there were
enlightened people who perceive the
corruption of the religious conditions,
and altempted to rescue themselves
from idolism to some high beliefs.

Some of them disdained the
worship of idols and were convinced
of a single God, and the day of
judgement. They came 10 the concl-
usion that God will award everybody
on his deeds whether they are good
or evil.
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These people were known as
Honataa., The word is derived from
the word “Hanif” which was the
religion of the pr:phet Ibrahim.

ACross these  environments
wrapped up in the darkness of idol-
ism God sent Mohamed with God's
message to the world to teach the
peomie the immaottal fact that there
is vo God except our single God,
who knows alone what is hidden in
the hearts of the peaple, the mean-
ing of every sight, and God deals
with evervbodv by his own coin,
whether 1t 1s good or evil

The birth of light:

The Prophet Mohamed received
the light of life on the 12th of Rabie
El Awal as it is stated in the major-
itv ol the Arabic relerences.

Mohamed's father died belore
Mohamed’s birth. He gave his infant
to a bedouin nurse whose name was
Halima to suckle him as it was the
dominated habit among the noblemen
of koraish tribe.

The biby grew up in the bedo-
uin sphere and was able to master
the -Arabic language in a short space
of time.

His mother died when he was
si vyears old, and Mohamed was
accustomed to go out with his foster
brothers to graze goats and sheep.

For this reason his heart be-
came filled with mercy, kindness,
and bounteous qualities.

Mohamed, worked after that as
a merchant, made for Yemen and
Syria several times. Consequently he
widened his talents, deepencd his
experience, and became aware of the
ways of treetment and the characters
of people.

Moreover he was utterly versed
in the wvarious styles ol buying and
purchasing. He was known by his
truth, fidelity which was his slogan
from the very begining ol his lile.

He became celebrated amongst
his tribe for his modesty, patience,
clemency, long  suffering, and

| generousity,

E*-'qugamed lpathed the worship

| of idols, and hated all sorts of wine,

and declined earnestly to eat what
was slaughtered on the signposts.

He rztused to attend the ass-
embly of follies, and ecvils, preieried
solititude, and praying. When he
reached the age of forty God com-
municated the secret to him, God
inspired him with the new religion
on tre 17" of Ramadan, the munth
of fasting.

A. message to an illiterafe

prophet.

Notwithstanding Mobamed was
illiterate, and did not attend any
school, he was able to read what



he was inspired with. He gathered

his relatives and asked them whether
he was once a liar. They replied to
him that he was never this creature.

Then he informed them that he
is the God's messenger to them
especially, and 10 «ll people gener-
ally, but his message fell on deal
ears. On the contrary they insuited
him invoked evil upon him, left no
stone unturned to torment him. and
put him to extreme pain.

Thirteen 'years of suffering.

— i

Mohamed spent about thirteen
years suffering this tremendous.tof:
ture, hearing all sorts of bad names.
His opponents accused him of being
a quack, or a wizard or an, outstand-

ing liar.

They all launched an attack and
opened hostilities against him, but
in the end he was able to over-
whelm all these obstacles, entered

Medina, and spread Islam every-
where.
But this is not the time to

demonstrate this glorious stiefe of
our prophet. To sum up he was
able to surrender all the Arab tribes
to Islam, planted amity and fiendly
relations, among the hearts of the
Arab tribes. He abolished vengeance,

and fanaticism, and bigotry.

He was ' capable to establish a

R

central respective government. Owing
to Islam the pre Islamic morals were
changed, and virtue found its way

|ty the hearts of people.

No wonder, therefore, that the
Moslems celebrate Mohamed’s birth-
day. Buat it is a matter of fact that
the Moslems did not congregate on

that -day during the life of Mohamed.

No word is uttered in * Hadith”
¢oncerning this habit, and no ofiicial
ceéremoniv was made on this occasion
at'the beginning of Islam,

Many pious people considered
the ceremonies and festivals a sort of
novelity in Islam, but on the other
side other people devoted to Godlin-
ess and righfeousness found it neces-
sary fo celebrate that day to recollect
it along the days.

Kargy who was one of the as-
cetic people otfered his iife to religi-
ous devotion during the fourth cent-
ury of Higra was accustoined to break
his fast only in the Lesser Bariam,
the greater, or coiban Bairam, and
Mohamed’s birthday.

Since that time the moslems
celebrated that day.

The Abassids spare no effort to
attract the attention of their peoples.
They distributed pgiits, oifers, alms, and
charities amongst the poor. The



donors grasp this opportunity to show
their generosity.

The first of Ramadan, the Per-
sian new year's day, and the memory
-1 birth day of the prophet, and the
memoty of the bithday of the cali-
phate were anniversary official feasts
during that period held
respect

in high

The first prince who celebrated

Mohamed's birthday.

The prince Abu Said Mozafar
Eldin Elerbely died 630 Higra was
the {first caliphate who celebrated
that day throughout the Islamic.orient:
Many people irom Baghdad, Mosel,
Nassibine, and Persia associated with
him for this purpose.

Many of them dropped at “Irbel”
from the beginning of Moharam and
remained till the end of the feast.

This prince set up numerous
sects for the singers, musicians, and

the people passed across them to join
the rejoicings.

Moreover he spread many tables
provided with different sorts of food

for the people.

Instantly the prince comes with
his royal procession riding his horse
and handling candles, then he returns

to his palace where a gerat festival
is set on the occasion of this day.

Orators begin to narrate the
“Sirah ™ of Mohawed and the story
of “ Mirag "

in Egypt the Fatimids paid much
attention to religious feasts amongst
which the memory of Mohamed's
birthday, the memory of the day of
Higra, the memory of Ali birthday, and
his sons El Hassan and El Hossayn
the memory of the birthday of Fatma
Elzahraa, the first day of Ragab, and

shaaban, and the middle of Ragab
and Shaaban.

The Fatimids insisted on giving
Mohamed’s birthday what it is due to
its glory and religious importance.

They were accustomed to set
dining tables and distrilbute thousands

of loaves and “ dinars” on their
subjects.

Numerous ifons of sugar were
prepared to make many sorts of
sweelts which were distributed on the

judges, readers, orators, and the
employvees of the mosques.

The ways leading to the cali-
phate’'s palace or Azhar mosque

should be swept and sprinkled with
water.
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The minarets should be eniligh-
tened, and the Qur'an should be
read every where,

The Fatimid government took
the necessary steps to keep discipl-
ine and to avoid disturbance.

For this reason the Wali and
his assistants stood at the top of
the crowded streets to prevent the
pecple from rioting and brawling.

The Moslems during the Ayubid,
and Mameluke periods sticked to
celebrate this day.

Till now the Moslems in Egypt
consider it as a day off, and the
government work becomes suspended.

People congratulate one another
upon Mohamed birthday, and invoke
a blessing on one another.

Palaces, Mosques, streets, are
all enlightened on that night, and
nearly all the shops are Packed with

sweets, sweet dolls,
for the children.

and horsemen

Benevolent, and philanthropic

deeds are

widely spread in the

course of this day.

The rich spend from their afflu-
ence,! and wealth on the poor, and
the strong show their mercy to the
and . ~the " old cite the nobe
and’ honourable intentions of

weak,
ends,
the prophet to the young.

In these last aspects appears
the quintessence of this glorious

memory.
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