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A Muslim’s

life under
the spot light

By: Faten Sabri

All Thanks and Praise is to God, we seek His Help and forgive-» to the north, to the south, to the east, to the west, and all points in be-

ness. We seek refuge in God from the evil within ourselves and the tween. Muslims who cannot discern the direction of Mecca can pray in
consequences of our evil deeds. Whoever God guides will never be led any direction (To God belong the east and the west) Reference (Quran
.astray, and whoever God leads astray will never find guidance 2:115 & 142)

This article mentions some of the frequently asked questions by the The Karba is not a black building; it is a building covered with black

-non Muslims and the answers of these questions cloth. It has a door but no windows. No one is buried in the Kaba, it is
a prayer room not a tomb. A Muslim praying inside the Ka-ba can pray
Wh d M l . in any direction. The Ka>ba was rebuilt several times. Muslims believe
y O uS lms pray that the most important person who rebuilt the Ka-ba was Prophet
Abraham together with his son Ishmael. An original part of the outer

L] L]
towar dS the dlr e Ctlon walls of the Karba is the black stone believed by Muslims to have come

to the Earth with Adam. Muslims do not believe that this stone is divine
Of Makah? or has any healing or other special powers.

Bakkah is mentioned in the Bible (Psalms 84:4-6). For more details, read
Muslims all over the globe pray toward a mosque in Mecca. The Where Hearts and Souls Meet by Ghada Khafagy (also available online).
Qunan talks about Bakkah (the name of a valley in Makah) being
the location of the first house of worship appointed for humanity.
By praying to God towards Makah, Muslims join other fellow
Muslims praying elsewhere in the world in concentric human cir-
cles, all worshipping God towards the same spiritual centre. The
Karba is the mosque believed by Muslims to be the first house of

worship.

In every prayer, Muslims say to God: (You alone we worship and
you alone we ask for help) Reference (Quran 1:5). The word «we»
indicates that a Muslim is not praying alone even if he or she is
praying individually because Muslims are spiritually connected
to others praying with them toward the same spiritual centre.

Geographically and because they pray towards Makah, Muslims

all over the world worship God in every direction of the globe:

B 15
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When Prophet Abraham rebuilt the Ka’ba with the help of
his son Ismail, he started to circumambulate around the ka’ba
in a counterclockwise motion. The counterclockwise circum-
ambulation of the Ka’ba reminds us of the movement of plan-
ets around the sun, the electrons around the nucleus, and the
circulation of the blood in the human body. Muslims believe
that the universe is praising the Creator as well. This shows the
unity of the universe. When Muslims do the pilgrimage, they
circumambulate like Prophet Abraham around the Ka'ba.

Moreover, when Muslims from some part of the world pray
to the Creator to the direction of Makah they join their fellow
Muslims praying elsewhere in the world in concentric human
circles, they worship God towards the same spiritual centre.
This means that Muslims pray to their Creator all the time.
In other words, when some Muslims finish their 5 minutes
prayer somewhere, another Muslims start their 5 minutes else-
where. The prayer timings depend on the sunrise and sunset
and they concurrently occur with the movements of the pil-
grims in Makah, which is also consistent with the movement

of the universe.

Why do Muslims go
round the Ka’ba?

What is stoning the
Devil about?

The rites that Muslim pilgrims perform in Makah remind them
of the story of their father Abraham, the father of the Arabs and
the ancestor of Prophet Muhammad.

According to the Qurlan, Abraham saw that he was sacrificing
his son in a dream. It was a test from God and Prophet Abraham
decided to sacrifice his own son as he thought this must be an
order from God.

As he was about to slaughter the boy, God sent a ram to be sacri-
ficed instead of the boy. This story is also mentioned in the Bible
Genesis 22:1-18 . The story of Abraham is significant for Muslims
because it shows his great submission to God. Submission or sur-
render to God in Arabic is Islam. A Muslim is one who submits
or surrenders to the Creator.

According to the Muslim version of the story, the Devil attempt-
ed to dissuade Abraham from slaughtering his son three times at
three locations but Abraham refused.

The pilgrims throw pebbles at these locations to signify their ani-
mosity toward the Devil and the evil that he represents. This also
reminds them of the trials experienced by Abraham while he was

about to sacrifice his son.
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China has the second largest Muslim minority population in the world. Its
Muslim population is estimated anywhere between 27 million and 150 million.

:MUSLIM WORLD

MOST POPULATED MUSLIM CITIES
KARACHI

24 MILLION

JAKARTA 20 MILLION
CAIRO 18 MILLION
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MUSLIM POPULATIONS AROUND THE WORLD e

More than a fifth of all muslims live 8
in non-muslim majority countries. Million
About 5% of the world’s Muslims

Million
live in more developed regions
such as Europe, North America,
Australia and Japan.
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Of the |5 million refugees in the World,
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12.2 million are Muslim. Conflicts in Syria,
Iraq & Afghanistan among others have
left millions displaced and vulnerable.
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SOME MUSLIM COUNTRIES BY GDP [PPP1 PER CAPITA [IN US DOLLARS]

Gross Domestic Product Per Capita refers to the Purchasing Power
Parity value of all final goods and services produced within a country in
a given year divided by the average population for the same year.
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*GDP (PPP) per capita is an average estimate for 2015.
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The gender ratio
globally is also I:1.

An average Muslim woman will
have 3 children in her lifetime. .

The global fertility rate is >
2 children per | mother. T m T
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MUSLIMS CHRISTIANS

From the year 2010
to the year 2050 the
Muslim population is
expected to increase by
73%.This growth rate is
more than twice the
16% world average.
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EXAMPLES OF POVERTY IN THE MUSLIM WORLD
[POPULATION PERCENTAGE BELOW THE POVERTY LINEI
SIERRA LEONE CHAD AZERBAIJAN  PAKISTAN ~ INDONESIA POVERTY LINE
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17%
The Poverty Line is used as
33(y a measure to show whether
(o] .
a person has enough income
to sustain themselves. In some
SO(y countries listed here the percentage
o of people that can not sustain themselves is as
630/ high as 60% or 70%. Sierra Leone with 70% of the
(o] . o
population below the poverty line is more than 55% less than the

700/ world average of 12.7%. Statistics are not available for conflict zones in
0 " .
the world, most likely even larger numbers may be below the poverty line.
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