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Department : Criminal Justice

Study Abstract
Study Title . Arbitration in Engineering, Origination and Practical Study
Student : Zaid Abdulaziz Al Sahli

Academic Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Zaid Abdulkareem Al Zaid

Research Problem:

The emergence, diversity and development of economic projects, particularly in building and
construction field is a positive indication of the economy's strength. Hence, the engineering business
contracts varied with various parties involved including clients, main contractors, sub-contractors and
consulting engineers at the design and execution stages. This development in its positive aspect, did
not hide the negative picture of such constructional contracts, represented in the disputes that arise
among its parties, with a technical engineering nature. Thus, the dispute parties resort to arbitrators
having technical engineering experience to settle such disputes among them.  What is arbitration in
engineering disputes ?.

Research Methodology :

1. At the theoretical side : The research follows the inductive descriptive methodology by
referring to the resources and references that dealt with this subject.
2. At the practical side : The researcher follows the content analysis methodology for eight

arbitration cases in engineering disputes.

Main Findings:

1- There are different reasons behind disputes and claims that occur between contract parties due
to breach by one party to its contractual obligations towards the other party, or as result of
ambiguity in contract terms and conditions.

2- Arbitration in engineering works disputes is characterizes by many advantages which make
the same an alternative to settle such disputes: such advantages are: arbitrator with long
technical experience and legal knowledge is assigned by disputing parties to save time and
effort, and release to judge institution.

3- There are many obstacles in arbitration in disputes related to engineering works which limit
choice of such arbitration to settle such disputes. Such obstacles are: lack of specialized and
qualified centers for arbitration in commercial disputes in general and in engineering works
disputes in particular.

Key Recommendations :

1. Establish a professional arbitration center for commercial disputes in general and
constructional contracts in particular.
2. Provide the means for qualifying arbitrators in the legal and engineering aspects for

settling engineering disputes of construction contracts, through holding training courses
and seminars.

3. Develop forms for the construction contracts by the Chamber of Commerce & Industry in
cooperation with the administrative courts (Board of Grievances) to give a complete
version of contract to be applied by the relative parties.
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