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Naif Arab University for Security Sciences

STUDY ABSTRACT
College: Graduate Studies
Department: Criminal Justice
Specialization: Islamic Criminal Legislation
Study Title: Criminal Link and Its Impact on Criminal Responsibility in Saudi Law: A
Comparative Study Based on Original Sources
Student: Talal Saqr Al-Otaibi
Adyvisor: Al-Sayyid M. Hassan Sharif

Research Problem: The present study addresses the following question: What is the
concept of criminal link and what is its relative impact on the criminal responsibility in Saudi
law?

Research Methodology and Tools: The present researcher has employed descriptive
approach. Pursuant to this approach he has relied on comparative deductive techniques. The
focus of attention remained, however, in pooling information from pertinent original sources.

Main results:

1. The underlying objective in detecting criminal link is to assist the judge to explain
variant factors and gain a more comprehensive view of the crime committed. As part
of this endeavor is to expose the relative danger that the criminal has posed.

2. Among the salient requirements explaining linkage with crimes in Islamic Sharia is
the existence of one criminal and multiple crimes. This is in disregard to its referral to
the judge for adjudication.

3. Other procedural consequences exist that relate to the jurisdictional competence of the
court. However, these reflect variance commensurate to the variance of the volume of
the crimes.

Main Recommendations:

1. Special attention should be assigned on articulating legal status of criminal links in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Likewise, textual provision should be incorporated that
may explain, in candid terms, the verdict on criminal link.

2. Judges should be imparted enhanced education on the broad subject of criminal link.
They should gain equal awareness on the factors and rationales serving as causative
determinants.

3. Research studies related to criminal links should be published. These will expose
danger of such offences on society. Also, such studies will reflect their significance as
well.
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