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Emergent Literacy: New Perspective of How
Young Children Learn to Read and Write
(An Analytical Study)
Fathi Ihmeideh

Abstract

This study has been based upon the analysis of the varied perspectives in the
field of reading and writing development, which led to a new perspective known as
“Emergent Literacy”, for the purpose of identifying such perspective through a
historical sequence started at the beginning of twenties of the twentieth century in
USA. An extensive survey of literature related to this contemporary trend showed
that the educational, and psychological research played a critical role in moving from
reading readiness concepts to emergent literacy concepts as a recent way of thinking
about the reading and writing development of young children. Moreover, it explained
the main features that help children develop their emergent literacy abilities. Based
on emergent literacy perspective, a number of implications for teachers, parents,
childhood curricula designers, decision makers, and researchers were suggested.
Keywords: Emergent Literacy, Print Awareness, Phonological Awareness; Early

Reading, Reading Readiness.
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