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arv-Profit over people cuaidi Jle lae gyl . Sowesd paas ()
"The most effective way to restrict democracy is to transfer
decision-making from the public arena to unaccountable
institutions: kings and princes« priestly castes, military juntasc

party dictatorships, or modern corporations".
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Jacques Ranciere ¢ Eric Hazan o all calsal o lad (po ()
:w- "Democracy .. In what state?" Ll s jgais
"The democracies" is just the conventional term for that bloc of
states. Internally, the democrat is an enemy The Trilateral
Commission was pushing this line thirty years ago: democ-
racy, by which they meant the uncontrolled activity of
democrats, nobodies trying to get involved in public affairs,
was a threat to the democracies, meaning the wealthy

countries.
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als aJose Nun e say (1)
emocracy: Government of the people or government
of politicians?
Pagel: "Ironically, the subject is being debated more in the"
First World "than among us. There appears to be more than
one reason for this state of affairs. First of all most of the
current political regimes continue to be evaluated, at least in
part, by contrast to the preceding military dictatorships-in
other words, by that which they are not. This is the case
regardless of the current regimes institutions and practices, of

the support they elicit, and even of their real distance from the
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past. It seems reasonable, though, to evaluate them in a
positive light when considered as the opposite of horror. A
second cause is the widespread dissemination of the neoliberal
idea that there are no alternatives, which conveys a formalistic
and technocratic view of democracy itself. Rhetoric asid€ this
view conceives democracy simply as one possible system of
political equilibrium, to be recommended only as long as it
does. not leave the door open to excesses that may affect the
current patterns of capitalist accumulation. Hence, many
people appear to be satisfied with the mere existence of
periodic elections and, depending on the place, a larger or
smaller number of public freedoms".

Page 2: "On top of all this, and not to be disregarded, is the fact
that, because of the political history of our countriesc Latin
American social thought has traditionally focused much more
on oligarchic, populist, or despotic regimes than on
democratic ones. This, combined with the aforementioned
critical prudence, has made it specially receptive to the
analyses of democracy prevailing in the First World, in
particular. those of Anglo-Saxon origin and of a mostly

descriptive orientation".
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- Ll jessael Eric Hazan jigs> o (V)

"In Hatred of Democracy I tried to show that a large part of the
dominant discourse is working in one way or another against
democracyl Take for example the debates in France
surrounding the elections of 2002 or the referendum on the
European constitution in 2005. We heard all this talk about
the democratic catastrophe, about irresponsible individuals,
about all these little consumers pondering great national
choices as though they were shopping for perfume or
something. What all this led to in the end was that the
constitution was not resubmitted to the popular vote. Indeed
we saw a huge display of distrust of the popular vote. Yet the
popular vote is part of the official definition of democracy.
We heard the same old line coming from people like Daniel
Cohn-Bendit: that democracy brought Hitler to power and so
on. Among those regarded as intellectuals the dominant. view
is that democracy is the rule of the preformatted individual
consumer, it is mediocracy the rule of the media. You find the

same stance from the right to the far left".
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(\) Edward Bernays Y1 40 awiis s Propaganda 9"
"THE conscious and intelligent manipulation of the organized
habits and opinions of the masses is an important element in
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democratic society. Those who manipulate this unseen
mechanism of society constitute an invisible government
which is the true ruling power of our country. We are
governed, our minds are molded, our tastes formed our ideas
suggested, largely by men we have never heard of. This is a
logical result of the way in which our democratic society is
organized. Vast numbers of human beings must cooperate in
this manner if they are to live together as a smoothly
functioning society. Our invisible governors are, in many
cases, unaware of the identity of their fellow members in the

inner cabinet".
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