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The Effective Instructor: Revelations of Educators
In-Training

Mahmoud A. Saleh
Assistant Professor, Department of Education, College of Education,
King Saud University Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study sought to ascertain students’ perceptions of the effective instructor. A comprehen-
sive questionnaire consisting of 32 descriptors representing a composite from previous research was
adopted and given to school administrators enrolled at King Saud University in a school administrative
training program for further education. Frequencies and percent were given for each of the 32 descriptors
with emphasis placed on the five most and five least important traits. A cross-tabulation was conducted
to see if a significant differences occurred in the responses of those who were secondary and elementary
principals. Results indicated only minimal difference existed between these two groups and indicate the
students in general place great importance upon the personal and temperament traits of the instructor that
enable him with knowledge of subject and use of strategies to make the subject come ‘alive’ for them.
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The Evaluation of Students’ Academic Records

J.M. Labani
Associate Professor, College of Engineering,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The evaluation process of students’ academic records was investigated with the aim of deter-
mining its soundness and, if necessary, providing an alternative.

The records of 638 students from various disciplines were investigated. The variation of the results
was found to be unacceptably large. An alternative process, utilizing statistical analysis, is proposed. The
proposed process is based on the normal statistical distribution of qualities, abilities and work product of
the members of a community which, in the short term, is assumed to be constant, and replaces the subjec-
tive basis of the present process of evaluation.

Comparisons between actual and analytical results, and between statistical parameters relating to
both results, have shown that: (a) the fixed, and comparatively large, weight given to the final examina-
tion is unnecessary, and (b) 64% of the students are presently awarded grades not compatible with their
academic records in comparison with those of their colleagues.

Adoption of the proposed process of evaluation by institutions of higher education is recommended.
Institutions of general education are recommended to alter present procedures.
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