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The Texts of Ibn Hisham’s Sirah on the Attitude of the

Christians Towards the Prophethood of
Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.), and his Call

SALAH ELTIGANI HUMODI
History Dept., Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King Abdulaziz University
Jeddah - Saudi Arabia

ApstrRacT.  This paper aims at casting light upon two important phases in the
history of the life of Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.); the first of them is the
period prior to his call. and the second is the period that followed the be-
ginning ot his message, the reason for this being an atterupt to make clear the
great difference in the attitude of the Christians towards the Prophet and his
call.

If we take the first period into consideration, we find that the “Sirah™ of Ibn
Hisham (and also many other Islamic Sources) are full of stories of christian
monks who spoke of a prophet of whose appearance Jesus Christ had proph-
esied, and that this would happen soon. Therefore, many monks, who had the
chance to meet Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) in his childhood, his boyhood,
or in his manhood, saw in him the signs of prophethood mentioned in their
Holy Books about the expected prophet. That means that they had no doubt
about that matter and they were ready to believe in this prophet and follow
him. However, when this happened and it became clear that Allah had chosen
Prophet Mohammad (P.B.U.H.) for the Message, all the Christians, except a
few, denied his prophethood and refused to beleive in him. It was quite clear
that this attitude was initiated mainly by sheer envy, because the Message
came to an Arab. This hostile attitude is revealed by the Holy Qur’an in many
surahs and verses. The attitude of the Christians was, nevertheless, more mod-
erate than that of the Jews, in spite of the fact that this moderateness is some-
tines exaggerated in the stories told about some christian rulers in the Islamic
Sources.
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