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Richard Leakey and Roger Lewin, Origins Reconsidered (New York: Dou-
bleday, 1992). Leakey, who is best known for his discoveries of fossils
much older than those relevant to the above discussion, is nonethe-
less insightful and provocative on the Neandertal question. He started
off believing in regional continuity, partly because he found appeal-
ing the apparent inevitability of the emergence of modern humans
from all sorts of archaic peoples around the globe. But he gradually
came to lean toward “out of Africa,” with its even more appealing
implication that all the races of today’s world are one people.

Erik Trinkaus and Pat Shipman, The Neandertals (New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, 1993). A comprehensive history of the Neandertal contro-
versies. Trinkaus, an anthropologist, is one of the leading proponents

of regional continuity, but his historiography is admirably unbiased.
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The book’s only flaw is the authors’ tendency to interject thumbnail
sketches of the leading scientists, whose lives—at least as described
here—were not, in general, as interesting as their discoveries or ideas.

Christopher Stringer and Clive Gamble, In Search of the Neanderthals
(New York: Thames & Hudson, 1993). Stringer is the leading propo-
nent of the “out-of-Africa” theory, but like Trinkaus, he’s fair to both
sides. British authors such as Stringer, by the way, have stuck with the
traditional “Neanderthal” spelling; most others now spell it “tal.”

James Shreeve, The Neandertal Enigma (New York: William Morrow, 1995).
A popular science writer’s clear and often elegant account of the on-
going debate.

Paul Mellars, The Neanderthal Legacy (Princeton, N.].: Princeton University
Press, 1996). A technical but useful overview of Neandertal behavior,
especially how they may have organized their communities.

Matthias Krings, Anne Stone, Ralf Schmitz, Heike Krainitzi, Mark Stonek-
ing, and Svante Paabo, “Neandertal DNA Sequences and the Origin of
Modern Humans,” Cell 90 (July 11, 1997). The mtDNA analysis of the
1856 Neandertal specimen.

Ryk Ward and Christopher Stringer, “A Molecular Handle on the Nean-
derthals,” Nature 388 (July 17, 1997). A less technical summary of
Krings’s findings.

Cidalia Duarte, Joan Mauricio, Paul Pettitt, Pedro Souto, Erik Trinkaus,
Hans van der Plicht, and Jodo Zilhao, “The Early Upper Paleolithic Hu-
man Skeleton from the Abrigo do Lagar Velho (Portugal) and Modern
Human Emergence in Iberia,” Proceedings of the National Acadenty
of Sciences 96 (June 1999). The discovery of a Neandertal-modern

human hybrid.
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Geoffrey of Monmouth, The History of the Kings of Britain, trans. Lewis
Thorpe (London: The Folio Society, 1966). Just as it was when Geoffrey
finished it in 1138, the History is still entertaining, intriguing ... and
ultimately unreliable.

Gerald Hawkins, Stonehenge Decoded (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday,
1965). In spite of his flaws, Hawkins had a flair for drama, and the
book still makes for exciting reading.

Richard Atkinson, “Moonshine on Stonehenge,” Antiquity 40, no. 159
(September 1966). The leading archaeologist’s response to Hawkins.

Jacquetta Hawkes, “God in the Machine,” Antiguity 41, no. 163 (Septem-
ber 1967). Hawkes is rightly famous for saying that “every age gets
the Stonehenge it desires, or deserves.” Her words could just as ap-
propriately be applied to just about every mystery of history in this
book.
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Christopher Chippindale, Stonehenge Complete (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell Uni-
versity Press, 1983). Though “complete” can only be an overstatement
when the subject is Stonehenge, the book is a very thorough histori-
ography that includes just about “everything important, interesting,
or odd that has been written or painted, discovered or felt, about the
most extraordinary of all ancient buildings.”

Rodney Castleden, The Making of Stonehenge (London: Routledge, 1993).
A close look at each phase in the monument’s rise and fall.

R. M. Cleal, K. Walker, and R. Montague, Stonehenge in Its Landscape
(London: English Heritage, 1995). A fat technical report that brings
together all of the results of all of the twentieth century’s crucial
excavations.

John North, Stonehenge (New York: The Free Press, 1996). The latest
and most thorough presentation of the astronomical thesis. North's
thesis, which impressed many but convinced fewer, is that Stone-
henge embodied many significant alignments, but that previous as-
tronomers have failed to recognize them since they looked at the sun
from the center of the monument, when they should have been doing
so from outside the circle.

David Souden, Stonehenge (London: Collins & Brown, 1997). Commis-
sioned by English Heritage, the quasi-independent agency that con-
trols the monument, this is a clear exposition of the orthodox posi-
tion, accepting some (but rejecting most) astronomical theories.

Barry Cunliffe and Colin Renfrew, eds., Science and Stonehenge (Ox-
ford: Oxford University Press, 1997). A collection of essays that grew
out of a conference held after the appearance of Stonehenge in Its
Landscape; includes the latest entries in the bluestone and astron-

omy debates.
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Herodotus, The Histories, trans. Aubrey de Selincourt (Middlesex, Eng.:
Penguin, 1954). He’s been called both the “father of history” and the
“father of lies”; either way, his tales still rank among the most enter-
taining ever.

Richard Proctor, The Great Pyramid (London: Chatto & Windus, 1883).
Khufu’'s pyramid as an astronomical observatory.

Howard Carter, The Tomb of Tutankhamen (New York: E. P. Dutton, 1954).
How does it feel to find yourself face to face with a pharaoh from
three thousand years ago? Carter captures the awe and excitement of
his history-making discovery. Originally published in 1924.

I. E. S. Edwards, The Pyramids of Egypt Middlesex, Eng.: Viking, 1947). Still
the classic history of the pyramids and their cultural and religious
significance.

Peter Tompkins, Secrets of the Great Pyramid (New York: Harper & Row,
1971). A fascinating but too uncritical compendium of alternative ex-
planations for Khufu’s tomb.

Kurt Mendelssohn, The Riddle of the Pyramids (New York: Praeger, 1974).

The pyramids as a political statement.
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Brian Fagan, The Rape of the Nile (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons,
1975). Tomb robbers, tourists, and archaeologists in Egypt through
the ages, with a special focus on Belzoni: “the greatest plunderer of
them all.”

Paul Johnson, The Civilization of Ancient Egypt (New York, Athenaeum,
1978). Its rise and fall, in one fact- and opinion-packed volume.
Robert Bauval and Adrian Gilbert, The Orion Mystery (New York: Crown,
1994). The latest case for an astronomical explanation; specifically,
that the Giza pyramids were positioned to represent the three stars

of Orion’s belt.

Mark Lehner, The Complete Pyramids (London: Thames & Hudson, 1997).

Pyramid by pyramid, everything you wanted to know about each.
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Arthur Evans, The Palace of Minos (London: Macmillan, 1921-1936).
Evans’s own account of the discoveries at Knossos, in four volumes.

Anne Ward, ed., The Quest for Theseus (New York: Praeger, 1970). Essays
on how the Theseus legend originated and developed in art and lit-
erature, from the classical era to the present.

Hans Wunderlich, The Secret of Crete, trans. from German by Richard
Winston (New York: Macmillan, 1974). Wunderlich argues, provoca-
tively but ultimately unconvincingly, that Knossos was never lived in,
but was, like the Egyptian pyramids, a royal tomb.

Sylvia Horwitz, The Find of a Lifetime (New York: Viking, 1981). A readable
biography of Evans, with a balanced presentation of the controversies
until its publication.

D. A. Hardy et al., Thera and the Aegean World III (London: Thera Founda-

tion, 1990). These proceedings of a major international conference,
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held in Thera in 1989, include more than a hundred papers by archae-
ologists and other scientists. The clear consensus was that the Theran
eruption was not responsible for the end of Minoan civilization.

J. Lesley Fitton, The Discovery of the Greek Bronze Age (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard, University Press, 1996). An authoritative account of the ex-
cavations at Troy, Mycenae, Knossos, Thera, and other Greek Bronze
Age sites.

Rodney Castleden, Atlantis Destroyed (New York: Routledge, 1998). Other
Greek legends besides Theseus’s may be rooted in Minoan Crete. Of
these, the best known is undoubtedly that of Atlantis, which Plato
(writing in the fifth century B.C.) described as a great island civiliza-
tion that, following earthquakes and floods, was swallowed up by the
sea. Many writers have speculated that Crete was Atlantis, destroyed
by the Thera volcano and accompanying earthquakes and floods. This
is an argument that faces many obstacles, and not just those cited in
this chapter. For example, Plato described Atlantis as having been in
the Atlantic, though Crete is clearly in the Mediterranean. And Plato
put the destruction nine thousand years before his time, while the
actual span was closer to nine hundred years. Castleden is the latest
to make the case for Crete as Atlantis, and he’s also one of the most
reasonable, but it remains an unlikely scenario. Sometimes myths are

just myths.
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Heinrich Schliemann, Troy and Its Remains (London: John Murray, 1875).
Schliemann’s own account of his 1871-1873 excavation, including
the discovery of Priam’s treasure.

Carl Blegen, Troy and the Trojans (New York: Praeger, 1963). Blegen’s ver-
sion, based on his 1932—-1938 excavations.

John M. Cook, The Troad (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1973). A study of
the archaeology in and around Hisarlik, including a comprehensive
survey of pre-Schliemann theories. Many of these theories located
Troy near the Turkish village of Pinarbasi, and Schliemann himself
dug there before turning to Hisarlik.

Michael Wood, In Search of the Trojan War (New York: Facts On File, 1985).
A companion to a BBC program, this provides a good introduction to
Troy historiography, along with an intriguing and provocative look at
the Hittite evidence.

William Calder III and David Traill, Myth, Scandal, and History (Detroit:
Wayne State University Press, 1986). A collection of essays portraying
Schliemann as a pathological liar, a thesis more fully developed in
Traill’s 1995 biography.

David Traill, Schliemann of Troy (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1995). An
extremely controversial, all-out attack on Schliemann, accusing him

of—among other things—cheating his business partners; lying to gain
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American citizenship; failing to give credit to Frank Calvert; and, most
devastating of all, making up the story of how and where he found
Priam’s treasure. According to Traill, Schliemann lied about hiding
the treasure in his wife’s shawl to conceal the fact that he’d actually
gathered the objects in the treasure from a variety of places in and
around Hisarlik, then bunched them together so he could pretend
he’d made a dramatic discovery. Traill’s damning evidence includes
the indisputable fact that Schliemann’s wife was in Athens at the time
of the discovery. Traill’s critics argue that it would have been impos-
sible for Schliemann to bring together so many objects, all of which
were later shown to come from the same period. They also point out
that the vast majority of his archaeological notes have turned out to
be largely accurate. But Traill’s defenders (and other Schliemann de-
tractors) counter that the evidence of Schliemann’s lying in his other
business and personal dealings is overwhelming. Schliemann, they
contend, couldn’t be a Dr. Jekyll at Hisarlik while being a Mr. Hyde
elsewhere. The book is well worth reading, but don’t lose sight of the
fact that the questions raised are largely irrelevant to the larger ques-
tion of what happened at Troy. After all, even Schliemann eventually
conceded that the part of Troy he first excavated dated back to well
before the Trojan War and that Priam’s treasure could not, therefore,
have belonged to Priam or any of his contemporaries.

Caroline Moorehead, Lost and Found (New York: Viking, 1996). As riveting
as the history of Troy is the mysterious fate of Priam’s treasure, en-
tertainingly revealed in Moorehead’s book. Schliemann left the trea-
sure to the German government, which displayed it at Berlin’s Mu-
seum for Prehistory. In 1945 the treasure disappeared, apparently

lost forever. Then, in 1991, a Russian art historian and a curator at
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the Pushkin Museum in Moscow broke the story that the entire trea-
sure was buried in the museum’s vaults, having been seized by Soviet
troops at the end of World War II.

Vladimir Tolstikov and Mikhail Treister, The Gold of Troy, trans. from the
Russian by Christina Sever and Mila Bonnichsen (New York: Abrams,
1996). In 1994 the Russians admitted they had the treasure and
agreed to make it available to scholars and the public. This is the
catalog of the first public exhibition in almost fifty years. It in-
cludes essays defending Schliemann (and the treasure) against Traill’s
accusations.

Susan Allen, Finding the Walls of Troy (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1999). Schliemann, who didn’t want to share the spotlight, later
minimized Calvert’s contribution; here Allen moves Calvert out of the

more famous man’s shadow.
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The New Testament. A best-seller for almost two millennia. While you're
at it, you might want to read the Old Testament, too.

James Robinson, ed., The Nag Hammadi Library in English (San Fran-
cisco: Harper & Row, 1988). Translations from the Coptic, including
the Gospel of Thomas.

David Freidrich Strauss, Life of Jesus Critically Examined (Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1972). Originally published in German in 1835 and
still a classic of rationalism.

Albert Schweitzer, The Quest of the Historical Jesus (New York: Macmillan,
1955). Originally published in German in 1906, Schweitzer’s book of-
fered a thorough historiography up to then. Schweitzer devoted his
life to practicing medicine on the disease-beset coast of Africa, con-
vincing many that he had much in common with the subject of his
book.
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Edmund Wilson, The Dead Sea Scrolls New York: Oxford University Press,
1969). The 1947 discovery of these documents near the shore of the
Dead Sea created even more furor than the Nag Hammadi find. Many,
including Wilson, believed the texts would change our view of Chris-
tian origins by shedding light on a sect that had much in common
with Jesus’ early followers. Scandalously long delays in publishing
the scrolls convinced many, again including Wilson, that church lead-
ers were suppressing evidence because it challenged the uniqueness
of Christianity. In the 1990s, after Wilson’s death, the scrolls were fi-
nally opened to all scholars, and most concluded that they confirmed
his basic claim that Christianity grew out of first-century Judaism.
They've been a disappointment, however, to those who hoped to find
a direct connection to Jesus. The first part of Wilson’s book was orig-
inally published in 1955.

Hugh Schonfield, The Passover Plot (Dorset, Eng.: Element, 1965). Paints
Jesus as a political revolutionary who deliberately provoked the au-
thorities, then arranged to be taken down from the cross alive so he
could “rise” again.

Elaine Pagels, The Gnostic Gospels (New York: Random House, 1979). The
politics of early Christianity as revealed through the Nag Hammadi
documents.

John Dominic Crossan, The Historical Jesus (San Francisco: HarperCollins,
1991). Jesus as Jewish peasant. Crossan writes clearly and passion-
ately, making his later, more pop distillations of this work (of which
the most notable is his 1995 book Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography)
largely unnecessary.

Barbara Thiering, Jesus and the Riddle of the Dead Sea Scrolls (San Fran-

cisco: HarperCollins, 1992). A dissident scholar’s view of the Dead
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Sea Scrolls as cryptograms about Jesus that reveal that he did not die
on the cross but was later revived and traveled around the Mediter-
ranean in the company of Peter and Paul.

A. N. Wilson, Jesus: A Life (New York: W. W. Norton, 1992). Wilson’s theory
is that the man who appeared as the resurrected Jesus was one of his
brothers, probably James, who took the opportunity to seize control
over Jesus’ movement.

Robert Funk, Roy Hoover, and the Jesus Seminar, The Five Gospels (New
York: Macmillan, 1993). When the votes were in, only 18 percent of
the words ascribed to Jesus in the gospels passed as authentic; post-
publication votes moved on from his words to his deeds and, not
surprisingly, the resurrection lost the election.

E. P. Sanders, The Historical Figure of Jesus (London: Allen Lane, 1993).
Jesus as a Jewish prophet who believed the world was about to end.

John Shelby Spong, Resurrection: Myth or Reality? (San Francisco: Harper-
Collins, 1994). An Episcopal bishop’s intellectual journey from a lit-
eral to a more symbolic belief in Easter.

Burton Mack, Who Wrote the New Testament? (San Francisco: Harper-
Collins, 1995). Mack goes farther than most modern scholars, even
secular ones, in exposing how the gospels were fictional mythologies
only distantly related to the historical Jesus.

Robert Funk, Honest to Jesus (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1996). The
latest work from the founder of the Jesus Seminar; as always, he’s
provocative and readable.

Luke Timothy Johnson, The Real Jesus (San Francisco: HarperCollins,
1996). A sharp attack on the Jesus Seminar and the “misguided” quest

for the historical Jesus.
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Russell Shorto, Gospel Truth (New York: Riverhead Books, 1997). A jour-
nalist’s entertaining survey of the most recent searchers for the his-
torical Jesus, in particular the members of the Jesus Seminar.

Charlotte Allen, The Human Christ (New York: The Free Press, 1998).
A thorough account of the search for the historical Jesus, though

sometimes colored by Allen’s Catholicism.
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Paul Kosok and Maria Reiche, “The Mysterious Markings of Nazca,” Nat-
ural History (May 1947). The astronomical thesis, with which everyone
who came after had to (and still has to) contend.

Erich von Daniken, Chariots of the Gods? (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons,
1969). The Nazca lines make up just one element of von Daniken’s
case that aliens once visited Earth; his other “proof” includes the
Easter Island statues and the pyramids of Egypt.

Gerald Hawkins, Beyond Stonehenge (New York: Harper & Row, 1973).
In spite of his negative conclusions about Nazca, Hawkins makes
a strong case for the astronomical sophistication of ancient humans.

Tony Morrison, The Mystery of the Nasca Lines (Suffolk, Eng.: Nonesuch
Expeditions, 1987). A fine popular survey, though with a great deal
of not particularly interesting biographical information about key re-
searchers (especially Reiche). Superb photos.

Evan Hadingham, Lines to the Mountain Gods (New York: Random House,
1987). An excellent summary of others’ theories, leading up to Had-
ingham’s own speculation that the drawings were directed at the gods
on whom the Nazcans depended for water.

Anthony Aveni, ed., The Lines of Nazca (Philadelphia: American Philo-
sophical Society, 1990). A collection of essays by the leading re-
searchers, including Clarkson, Urton, Silverman, Ruggles, and Aveni

himself, all offering a pan-Andean approach to the lines.
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Richard White, ed., King Arthur in Legend and History (New York: Rout-
ledge, 1997). A handy collection of excerpts from the early sources,
including Gildas, Nennius, Geoffrey of Monmouth, William of New-
burgh, and Wace.

E. K. Chambers, Arthur of Britain (New York: Barnes & Noble, 1927). This

thorough study initiated the modern quest for the historical Arthur;
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quite reasonably, Chambers remained an agnostic on the subject of
Arthur’s existence.

Robin G. Collingwood, Roman Britain and the English Settlements (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1937). Arthur as a wide-ranging general and cavalry
leader.

Kenneth Hurlstone Jackson, “The Arthur of History,” in Arthurian Lit-
erature in the Middle Ages ed. Roger Sherman Loomis (Oxford: Clar-
endon Press, 1959). Responding to arguments that Arthur couldn’t
have been a major figure because all his battles were in the North,
Jackson’s linguistic analysis of place names attempted to show he
could have fought in southern Britain as well.

Geoffrey Ashe, ed., The Quest for Arthur’s Britain (New York: Praeger,
1968). Includes archaeological reports from Radford at Tintagel and
Glastonbury, and Alcock at Cadbury.

Leslie Alcock, Arthur’s Britain (Middlesex, Eng.: Penguin, 1971). The case
for Arthur as a genuine historical figure and a great soldier.

Leslie Alcock, “By South Cadbury Is That Camelot” (London: Thames &
Hudson, 1972). The excavations of Cadbury Castle between 1966 and
1970.

John Morris, The Age of Arthur (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1973).
A history of the British Isles from 350 to 650, notable for its breadth
of scholarship and its acceptance of Arthur as a historical figure.

David N. Dumville, “Sub-Roman Britain: History and Legend,” History 62,
no. 205 (June 1977). For an academic paper, this is a surprisingly
savage attack on Alcock’s and Morris’s tendency to make too much
of the limited evidence of Arthur’s existence. Wrote Dumville: “We
must reject him from our histories and, above all, from the titles of

our books.”
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Geoffrey Ashe, The Discovery of King Arthur (Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor
Press, 1985). A clever if not entirely convincing attempt to prove that
Arthur led an army of Britons into Gaul, where he was known to Con-
tinental sources as Riothamus.

Norma Lorre Goodrich, King Arthur (New York: Franklin Watts, 1986).
Based on a close reading of Geoffrey and other late medieval texts—
an extremely dubious approach—Goodrich locates Arthur and his

kingdom near what’s now the border between England and Scotland.
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Sylvanus Morley, The Ancient Maya (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University
Press, 1956; originally published in 1946). A dated but impressively
thorough survey of Mayan culture.

J. Eric Thompson, The Rise and Fall of Maya Civilization (Norman, Okla.:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1966; originally published in 1954).
Many of Thompson’s ideas have been eclipsed by those of later ar-
chaeologists, but the book is still very much worth reading. If only
Thompson’s successors had shared his talent for popular writing.

T. Patrick Culbert, ed., The Classic Maya Collapse (Albuquerque, N.M.: Uni-
versity of New Mexico Press, 1973). A collection of papers from a 1970
conference that was important both in reflecting and in advancing the
emerging consensus according to which a series of interrelated fac-
tors caused the collapse.

Linda Schele and David Friedel, A Forest of Kings (New York: William Mor-
row, 1990). Based on their translations of the writings at various
Mayan centers, Schele and Friedel present the histories of a number

of dynasties. The kings emerge as both sophisticated and brutal.
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Michael Coe, Breaking the Maya Code (London: Thames & Hudson, 1992).
Coe turns the incredibly technical story of the deciphering into a nar-
rative that’s understandable and dramatic, even a bit gossipy.

Jeremy Sabloff and John Henderson, eds., Lowland Maya Civilization in the
Eighth Century (Washington, D.C.: Dumbarton Oaks Research Library,
1993). A collection of papers from a 1989 conference that included
many of the leading thinkers and theories.

Gene and George Stuart, Lost Kingdoms of the Maya (Washington, D.C.:
National Geographic Society, 1993). A lavishly illustrated view of the
Maya by a husband-and-wife team of archaeologists. The Stuarts’
son, David, who first visited Mesoamerica at age three, later became
a leading scholar of Mayan anthropology.

David Hodell, Jason Curtis, and Mark Brenner, “Possible Role of Climate
in the Collapse of Classic Maya Civilization,” Nature (June 1995). The

case for drought.
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John Dos Passos, Easter Island (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1971).
A useful anthology of excerpts from accounts of the early European
visitors to the island, including Roggeveen and Cook. Dos Passos’s

own visit, which concludes the book, is of much less interest.
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Thor Heyerdahl, Kon-Tiki (Chicago: Rand McNally, 1950). When it comes
to adventures on the sea, Melville has nothing on Heyerdahl.

Thor Heyerdahl, Aku-Aku (Chicago: Rand McNally, 1958). A colorful nar-
rative of the 1955-1956 expedition, no less enjoyable because of the
author’s iconoclastic views, though slightly marred by his patronizing
attitude toward the islanders.

Thor Heyerdahl and Edwin Ferdon, Jr., eds., Archaeology of Easter Island
(Chicago, Rand McNally, 1961). Reports from Heyerdahl’s team, many
of whom disagreed with their leader.

Thor Heyerdahl, Easter Island (New York: Random House, 1989). Heyer-
dahl’s most recent defense of his hypothesis did little to convince
skeptics, but his account of how the islanders moved the statues is
interesting and the volume is beautifully illustrated.

Paul Bahn and John Flenley, Easter Island, Earth Island (London: Thames &
Hudson, 1992). The most recent and best popular account of the pro-
Polynesian, anti-Heyerdahl position. The book’s only flaw is that the
authors insist on treating Easter Island’s ecological crisis as a met-
aphor for the earth’s, an approach that makes for admirable environ-
mentalism but potentially dubious history.

Steven Roger Fischer, ed., Easter Island Studies (Oxford: Oxbow, 1993).
A useful if specialized collection of essays on the island’s natural his-
tory, settlement, archaeology, traditions, language, script, and arts.

Jo Anne Van Tilburg, Easter Island (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Insti-
tution Press, 1994). A thorough but somewhat academic overview of
the island’s archaeology, ecology, and culture.

Steven Roger Fischer, Rongorongo (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997). How
Fischer (sort of) cracked the code of the island’s mysterious hiero-

glyphiclike script.
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Wilfred Jewkes and Jerome Landfield, Joan of Arc (New York: Harcourt,
Brace, & World, 1964). Includes the relevant sections of the original
trial and the trial of rehabilitation.

Jules Michelet, Joan of Arc, trans. Albert Guerard (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 1957). The French original, published in 1841, trans-
formed Joan into a republican heroine by stressing that her devotion
was to the kingdom, not the king.

Anatole France, The Life of Joan of Arc, trans. Winifred Stephens (New
York: John Lane, 1908). Joan as the dupe (albeit heroic) of priests who
heard about her hallucinations and decided to make use of them.

Vita Sackville-West, Saint joan of Arc (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, Do-
ran, 1938). Both a biography and a meditation on the nature of reli-
gious belief.

Regine Pernoud, Joan of Arc, trans. Edward Hyams (New York: Stein & Day,
1966). Joan, as seen through her own words and those of the other
witnesses at her trial.

Maurice David-Darnac, The True Story of the Maid of Orléans, trans. Pe-
ter de Polnay (London: W. H. Allen, 1969). In this latest version of
the bastardy theory, Joan proves her royal birth by showing Charles
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a gold ring engraved with the arms of the House of Orléans. She also
manages to escape the stake.

Edward Lucie-Smith, Joan of Arc (London: Allen Lane, 1976). A psycho-
logical approach to Joan that’s sometimes insightful, often not.
Frances Gies, Joan of Arc (New York: Harper & Row, 1981). A straight-
forward biography, clear and unbiased, though offering no new

interpretations.

Marina Warner, Joan of Arc (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1981). How Joan
fitted into traditions of thought about women, in her own time and
after.

Anne Barstow, Joan of Arc (Lewiston, N.Y.: Edwin Mellen Press, 1986).
Compares Joan to other late-medieval mystics and heretics.

Regine Pernoud and Marie-Veronique Clin, Joan of Arc, trans. and rev.
Jeremy du Quesnay Adams (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1998).
Pernoud is the leading French scholar on Joan, but it’s unclear

whether she meant this to be a narrative history or an encyclopedia.
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Karl Schorbach, ed., The Gutenberg Documents (New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1941). The key documents in translation, including the
records from the Helmasperger Instrument and the suit brought by
Dritzehen’s brother.

Pierce Butler, The Origin of Printing in Europe (Chicago: University of Chic-
ago Press, 1940). The case against Gutenberg.
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Victor Scholderer, Johann Gutenberg (London: The British Museum, 1963).
Not much more than a pamphlet, but the closest thing to an English-
language biography.

Frederick Goff, The Permanence of Johann Gutenberg (Austin: University
of Texas Press, 1970). A brief summary of some of the controversies
surrounding Gutenberg.

Elizabeth Eisenstein, The Printing Revolution in Early Modern Europe
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983). Not much about Gu-
tenberg, but plenty about how he changed the world.

Albert Kapr, Johann Gutenberg (Aldershot, Eng.: Scolar Press, 1996). Com-
pleted in East Germany in 1986 but not translated until ten years
later, this is the most recent biography; generally admirable, though
it suffers somewhat from having been written prior to the fall of the
Berlin Wall, which deprived the author of access to some articles in
English and French journals.

Janet Ing, Johann Gutenberg and His Bible (New York: Typophiles, 1988).

A clear and concise historiography.
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Dominic Mancini, The Usurpation of Richard IIl (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1969). Mancini may have filled his report with bias and gossip; never-
theless, he was there. Translated and with an introduction by C. A. J.
Armstrong, who discovered the document.

Paul Kendall, ed., Richard IIl (New York: W. W. Norton, 1965). Brings to-

gether the two most prominent early antagonists in the debate, with
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the full texts of More’s History of King Richard III, first published in
1543, and Horace Walpole’s Historic Doubts on the Life and Reign of
King Richard the Third, first published in 1769.

Lawrence Tanner and William Wright, “Recent Investigation Regarding the
Fate of the Princes in the Tower,” Archaeologia 84 (1935). If only they
conducted a DNA test ...

Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time (New York: Macmillan, 1951).
A 20th-century Scotland Yard inspector concludes that Richard was
framed in a novel that’s a fine detective story but less convincing as
history.

Paul Kendall, Richard the Third (New York: W. W. Norton, 1955). A read-
able and sympathetic biography that points the finger at the duke of
Buckingham.

Elizabeth Peters, The Murders of Richard III (New York: Warner Books,
1986). A moderately entertaining English country house mystery,
originally published in 1974, in which a bunch of Ricardians dress
up as their heroes, then find themselves living through—or rather,
dying through—reenactments of his crimes.

Charles Ross, Richard III (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1981).
A comprehensive portrait of Richard’s life and his very bloody times.

Alison Weir, The Princes in the Tower (New York: Ballantine Books, 1992).
The most recent and one of the most persuasive cases against
Richard.

Bertram Fields, Royal Blood (New York: Regan Books, 1998). Fields, a Hol-
lywood lawyer, would definitely have gotten his client off on the
grounds that there’s reasonable doubt about his guilt, but he’s less

convincing when he tries to prove Richard’s innocence.
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John Cummins, The Voyage of Christopher Columbus (New York: St. Mar-
tin’s Press, 1992). The most recent translation of Columbus’s journal
is especially interesting because it incorporates the sections recorded
by Ferdinand Columbus as well as those preserved by Las Casas.

Ferdinand Columbus, The Life of The Admiral Christopher Columbus by
his Son Ferdinand, trans. Benjamin Keen (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rut-
gers University Press, 1959). Ferdinand, known as a somewhat book-
ish man, had a tendency to overemphasize the scholarly basis of his
father’s Enterprise of the Indies, sometimes at the expense of his fa-
ther’s more businesslike qualities. But he’s still a remarkable biogra-
pher as well as son. The book was first published in 1571, thirty-one
years after Ferdinand’s death.

Henry Vignaud, The Columbian Tradition on the Discovery of America
(Oxford: Clarenden Press, 1920). Columbus was a fraud, and histori-
ans were his dupes.

Samuel Eliot Morison, Admiral. of the Ocean Sea (Boston: Little, Brown,
1942). Still the definitive biography.

Samuel Eliot Morison, The Great Explorers (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1978). The section on Columbus includes a summary of the
traditional view on Columbus’s intended destination. While you're at
it, read the rest of the book; there was no better historian of the sea
than Morison.

Kirkpatrick Sale, The Conquest of Paradise (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1990). Sale offers one of the latest (and best) presentations of the Vig-
naud position as part of a more general attack on Columbus, in which
he blames the explorer for just about everything that went wrong with
America, from enslaving blacks and Indians to destroying the envi-

ronment. Not always convincing, but always lively and provocative.

\YY



SISy 5ol LEISH wandy GusaashsS IS Ja

John Noble Wilford, The Mysterious History of Columbus (New York: Al-
fred A. Knopf, 1991). An absorbing survey of the ways historians from
Columbus’s time on have mythologized, debunked, and otherwise in-
terpreted the man and his journeys.

Valerie L. J. Flint, The Imaginative Landscape of Christopher Columbus
(Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press, 1992). A fascinating,
though somewhat academic, interpretation of the medieval sources
of Columbus’s view of the world; here is, Flint writes, “not the New
World Columbus found, but the Old World which he carried with him
in his head.”

William D. Phillips Jr. and Carla Rahn Phillips, The Worlds of Christopher
Columbus (Cambridge, Eng.: Cambridge University Press, 1992).
A balanced history of the explorer’s life and times, especially strong
on his time in Spain.

Miles H. Davidson, Columbus Then and Now (Norman: University of Ok-
lahoma Press, 1997). A provocative but poorly organized critique of

Columbus biographies.
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Jean de Coras, “A Memorable decision of the High Court of Toulouse,

containing the prodigious story of our time of a supposed husband,
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enriched by one hundred and eleven fine and learned annotations ...”
An English translation by Jeannette K. Ringold appears in Triquarterly
55 (Fall 1982). The original was published in 1561.

Michel de Montaigne, “Of Cripples,” in The Complete Essays of Montaigne,
trans. from the French by Donald M. Frame (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford
University Press, 1965). Montaigne’s comments on the Guerre case
appear, fittingly, in an essay on our limited ability to discern the truth.
The essay was originally published in 1588.

Janet Lewis, The wife of Martin Guerre (San Francisco: Colt Press, 1941).
Lewis’s quaint novel has little in common with Davis’s historical ac-
count, except that it portrays an independent-minded woman.

Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1983). Who would have thought that
a scholarly study of sixteenth-century peasant life could also be
a tragic love story?

Robert Finlay, “The Refashioning of Martin Guerre,” American Historical
Review 93, no. 3. In Finlay’s view, Davis has perpetrated a fraud
almost as ingenious as Arnaud’s. “The virtues of The Return of
Martin Guerre are clear,” he writes. “Unfortunately, none of the cen-
tral points of the book—the knowing Bertrande, the devious court
strategy, the tragic romance, the Protestant justification, the self-
fashioning peasants, the conflicted judge, the ‘multivalent’ text—
depend on the documentary record.”

Natalie Zemon Davis, “On the Lame,” American Historical Review 93, no.
3. Davis’s response to Finlay.

Anthony Guneratne, “Cinehistory and the Puzzling Case of Martin

Guerre,” Film & History 20, no. 4. Guneratne suggests that Pierre may
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have worked with Arnaud in an effort to consolidate his landhold-
ings. Later, after their falling out, Pierre may have found another

impostor to stage the last-minute courtroom drama.
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George Buchanan, The Tyrannous Reign of Mary Stewart, trans. and ed.
W. A. Gatherer (Edinburgh: University Press, 1958). Includes
Buchanan’s 1571 A Detection of Mary Queen of Scots and the rel-
evant sections of his 1582 History of Scotland. A pretty good idea
of Buchanan’s attitude toward Mary can be gauged from his tale
(completely invented) of how Mary’s servant was ordered to haul a
half-naked Bothwell up by a rope out of his wife’s bed and directly
into that of the queen.

James Emerson Phillips, Images of a Queen (Berkeley: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 1965). How her contemporaries turned Mary into a sym-
bol of everything good and everything evil.

M. H. Armstrong Davis, The Casket Letters (Washington, D.C.: University
Press of Washington, D.C., 1965). The most recent book-length study
of the letters, in which Armstrong Davis argues that they were forged
to frame Mary. So certain is Armstrong Davis of Mary’s innocence that
he also argues, much less persuasively, that the Kirk O’Field explosion
that killed the king was actually Henry’s botched attempt to kill Mary.

Antonia Fraser, Mary Queen of Scots (New York: Delacorte Press, 1969).

The best biography to date, at once scholarly and romantic.
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Gordon Donaldson, The First Trial of Mary, Queen of Scots (New York:
Stein & Day, 1969). A thorough study of the York, Westminster, and
Hampton Court hearings, with a somewhat less sympathetic view of
Mary than Fraser’s.

Ian Cowan, ed., The Enigma of Mary Stuart (London: Victor Gollancz,
1971). A useful collection of too-short excerpts from various works
on Mary, from the sixteenth century to the twentieth.

Jean Plaidy, Mary Queen of Scots (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1975).
Not surprisingly, since Plaidy is also a best-selling writer of romance
fiction (under the pseudonym Victoria Holt), this biography presents
the Mary of romance, a woman who unwisely let her heart prevail over
her head.

Jenny Wormald, Mary Queen of Scots (London: George Philip, 1988).
A portrait of Mary as abject failure, so devoid of political judgment

and will that she drove her opponents to take action against her.
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Delia Bacon, The Philosophy of Shakspere’s Plays Unfolded (London:
Groombridge & Sons, 1857). Nathaniel Hawthorne, who wrote the
preface to Bacon’s book, was apparently moved by her sincerity but
disheartened by her increasingly obsessive need to haunt the grave-
yards where she was convinced proof of Bacon’s authorship would be
found. His preface concludes that “it is for the public to say whether
my countrywoman has proved her theory.” Later Hawthorne came to
regret even that tepid support, stating that “this shall be the last of
my benevolent follies, and I never will be kind to anybody again.”

Ignatius Donnelly, The Great Cryptogram: Francis Bacon’s Cipher in the
So-Called Shakespeare Plays (Chicago: R. S. Peale, 1888). According
to Donnelly, Bacon wrote not just Shakespeare’s plays but also (in his
spare time) Spenser’s The Faerie Queene and Sidney’s Arcadia.

Mark Twain, Is Shakespeare Dead? (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1909).
Twain was actually as concerned with the general question of literary
immortality (including his own) as he was with Shakespeare’s. But he’s
always delighted to insult the experts, whom he calls “these Strat-

fordolators, these Shakesperiods, these tugs, these bangalores, these

M.
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troglodytes, these herumfordites, these blatherskites, these bucca-
neers, these bandoleers ...”

Edwin Durning-Lawrence, Bacon Is Shakespeare (New York: John McBride
Company, 1910). Say what you will about Durning-Lawrence,
he was a good loser. So confident was he that he’d solved the
honorificabilitudinatibus problem that he offered a hundred guineas
to anyone who came up with another anagram with the same qual-
ities. A Mr. Beevor proposed Abi Inivit F. Bacon Histrio Ludit, which
translated as “Be off, F. Bacon, The actor has entered and is playing.”
Durning-Lawrence paid him the money.

J. Thomas Looney, “Shakespeare” Identified (New York: Frederick A. Stokes
Company, 1920). The Oxfordian Looney should not be confused with
George Battey the Baconian.

Calvin Hoffman, The Murder of the Man Who Was Shakespeare (New York:
Julian Messner, 1955). The case for Marlowe, which starts off with
the great advantage that he was a much more important writer than
de Vere. But, like the Oxfordians, the Marlovians have to get around
the basic problem of their hero’s death, in this instance a much-
publicized murder in 1593. Hoffman’s answer is that Marlowe faked
his own death to avoid being prosecuted for heresy.

Frank Wadsworth, The Poacher from Stratford (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1958). A fair and succinct summary of the rival
claims up to that time.

James McManaway, The Authorship of Shakespeare (Amherst, Mass.: Fol-
ger Shakespeare Library, 1962). The establishment position, as issued
by the establishment.

S. Schoenbaum, Shakespeare’s Lives (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1991).

A scholarly yet highly readable survey of Shakespeare’s biographers.

ARS
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Charlton Ogburn, The Mysterious William Shakespeare (McLean, Va.: EPM
Publications, 1992). Ogburn, the leading Oxfordian, inherited the
mantle from his parents, both of whom also wrote books on the
subject. Ogburn has been more successful than any of his predeces-
sors in forcing the academic establishment to pay attention, and his
book even earned a respectful response in the mainstream journal
Shakespeare Quarterly.

Irvin Leigh Matus, Shakespeare, in Fact (New York: Continuum, 1994).
A systematic rebuttal of the anti-Stratfordian arguments.

John Michell, Who Wrote Shakespeare? (London: Thames & Hudson, 1996).
The most recent and most compelling case that Shakespeare’s works
were a group effort involving Bacon, de Vere, Marlowe, and Shake-
speare himself.

Joseph Sobran, Alias Shakespeare (New York: The Free Press, 1997). The
latest and one of the best of the pro-Oxford books.

Mark Anderson, “The Countenance Shakes Spears,” Harper’s, April 1999.
A description of the work in progress of Roger Stritmatter, an Ox-
fordian who has found that passages underlined in a Bible that once
belonged to de Vere show up in various forms in Shakespeare’s plays.
Traditionalists have responded that the Oxfordians are, once again,

being misleadingly selective.
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Graham Brooks, ed., The Trial of Captain Kidd (Edinburgh: William Hodge,
1930). Transcripts of the trial, with a balanced commentary by
Brooks.

Daniel Defoe, A General History of the Pyrates (Columbia, S.C.: Univer-
sity of South Carolina Press, 1972). Originally published in 1724, this
classic history was originally attributed to a “Captain Charles John-
son.” Only in the twentieth century did most (but not all) scholars
conclude that it was written by Defoe, the author of Robinson Crusoe
and Moll Flanders.

Ralph Paine, The Book of Buried Treasure (New York: Macmillan, 1922). As
the title indicates, Paine was more interested in searching for treasure
than a French pass, but it was the latter that he discovered.

Willard Bonner, Pirate Laureate (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University
Press, 1947). Traces the growth of the Kidd legend, from sailors’ bal-

lads to the works of Irving, Cooper, Poe, and Stevenson.
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Alexander Winston, No Man Knows My Grave (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
1969). The fine line between privateering and piracy, as exhibited in
the lives of Henry Morgan, Woodes Rogers, and William Kidd.

Robert C. Ritchie, Captain Kidd and the War Against the Pirates (Cam-
bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1986). How the British Empire
brought an end to the golden age of pirates.

David Cordingly, Under the Black Flag (New York: Random House, 1995).
An informative and entertaining survey of pirates in fact and faction,

based on a 1992 exhibit at the London Maritime Museum.
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Otto E. Deutsch, Mozart: A Documentary Biography, trans. from the Ger-
man by Eric Blom, Peter Branscombe, and Jeremy Noble (Stanford,
Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1965). An extensive selection of pri-
mary sources.

Paul Nettl, Mozart and Masonry (New York: Da Capo Press, 1970). Origi-
nally published in 1957, this remains the most comprehensive treat-
ment of the subject.

Wolfgang Hildesheimer, Mozart, trans. from the German by Marion Faber
(New York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 1982). Originally published in
Germany in 1977, this is more an extended essay than a traditional
biography. The portrait of Mozart as a frivolous boor, albeit a brilliant

one, may have partly inspired Shaffer’'s Amadeus.
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Peter Shaffer, Amadeus (New York: Harper & Row, 1980). A flop with his-
torians, but a hit with theater and moviegoers.

H. C. Robbins Landon, 1791: Mozart’s Last Year (New York: Schirmer
Books, 1988). A lively chronicle of the year that portrays Mozart,
partly in response to the Hildesheimer/Shaffer image, as a responsi-
ble husband and citizen.

Gernot Gruber, Mozart and Posterity, trans. from the German by R. S. Fur-
ness (Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1991). How Mozart has
been interpreted, from the eighteenth century through the twentieth.

William Stafford, The Mozart Myths (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford Univer-
sity Press, 1991). Debunks the myth of foul play, as well as various
other myths about Mozart—such as that he was a social reformer or
a nationalist.

Dalhousie Review (Summer 1993). Most of the issue’s contents are devoted
to papers given at a 1991 symposium titled “Medicine in the Age of
Mozart.”

Maynard Solomon, Mozart (New York: HarperCollins, 1995). A psychoan-
alytically influenced biography that focuses, quite persuasively, on

Mozart’s relationship with his father.
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Sigmund Freud, The Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works
of Sigmund Freud, trans. under the general editorship of James Stra-
chey in collaboration with Anna Freud (London: Hogarth Press, 1953—
1974). Of these twentyfour volumes, the most relevant are volume 7
(Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality, published in 1905 and in-
cluding the first public retraction of the seduction theory) and volume
20 (An Autobiographical Study, published in 1925 and with a subtly
different recollection).

Jeffrey Masson, ed., The Complete Letters of Sigmund Freud to Wilhelm
Fliess, trans. from the German by Masson (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap
Press, 1985). The unexpurgated version and, regardless of whether
you find Masson’s interpretation persuasive, a revealing look at
Freud’s thoughts in the making.

Ernest Jones, The Life and Work of Sigmund Freud (New York: Basic Books,
1953-1957), three volumes. Jones, himself an important figure in the
history of psychoanalysis, wrote what remains the most comprehen-
sive biography.

Jeffrey Masson, The Assault on Truth (New York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux,
1984). Some sense of the Freudians’ reception to Masson can be
gauged from Janet Malcolm’s description of him as “a veritable Iago,

papered over with charm yet filled with motiveless malignity.”
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Peter Gay, Freud (New York: W. W. Norton, 1988). An authoritative biogra-
phy that, though it fails to directly address most of the recent Freud
critics, reaffirms its subject’s intellectual importance and integrity.

Paul Robinson, Freud and His Critics (Berkeley, Calif.: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 1993). A vigorous defense of Freud.

Frederick Crews, The Memory Wars (New York: A New York Review Book,
1995). Includes not just Crews’s lively essays but also many of the
equally interesting responses that also appeared in the New York
Review of Books.

Frederick Crews, ed., Unauthorized Freud (New York: Viking, 1998). A col-
lection of essays by many of the leading anti-Freudians, including the
literary critics Mikkel Borch-Jacobsen and Stanley Fish, the philoso-
phers Frank Cioffi and Adolf Grunbaum, the psychoanalyst Rose-
marie Sand, the biologist Frank Sulloway, the psychologist Malcolm
Macmillan, and the mathematician Allen Esterson. The range of con-

tributors shows from how many different sides Freud is under attack.
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Tom Kuntz, ed., The Titanic Disaster Hearings (New York: Pocket Books,
1998). Transcripts of the 1912 Senate hearings.

Walter Lord, A Night to Remember (New York: Holt, Rinehart, & Winston,
1955). A real page-turner about the disaster by a popular historian
who was no relation and in fact one of the harshest critics of Captain
Lord.

Leslie Harrison, A Titanic Myth (London: William Kimber, 1986). The case
for Captain Lord.

Walter Lord, The Night Lives On (New York: William Morrow, 1986). Lord
revisits the Sinking, in the light of new evidence and theories that
emerged after A Night to Remember.

Robert Ballard, The Discovery of the Titanic (New York: Warner Books,
1987). A firsthand account of the twelve-year search for the sunken
liner, with stunning and eerie photos by the divers.

Michael Davie, Titanic: The Death and Life of a Legend (New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, 1987). A journalist’s thorough investigation into the many
things that went wrong, from the shortage of lifeboats to the lack of
binoculars for the lookouts.

Don Lynch, Titanic New York: Hyperion, 1992). Illustrated with haunting
paintings by Ken Marshall as well as hundreds of photographs that
evoke the ship’s Edwardian splendor.

Leslie Reade, The Ship That Stood Still New York: W. W. Norton, 1993).

The case against Captain Lord.
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Robin Gardiner and Dan van der Vat, The Riddle of the Titanic (London:
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1995). The central mystery of the Titanic saga,
according to Gardiner and van der Vat, is why Captain Smith, who
knew there was ice ahead, continued at high speed. The book pur-
sues a conspiracy theory that the White Star Line hoped to sink the
ship (which was actually not the Titanic but her sister and near twin,
the Olympic) as part of an insurance scam. After tantalizing readers
with the evidence supporting the theory, Gardiner and van der Vat
ultimately (and reasonably) reject it as highly improbable.

Daniel Butler, “Unsinkable” (Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Stackpole Books, 1998).
A straightforward retelling of the Titanic's story that strips away
many myths, not just about,the Californian but also about how and
why the ship sank, and how various individuals and classes behaved
that night.
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Mark Steinberg and Vladimir Khrustalev, The Fall of the Romanovs (New
Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1995). A useful collection of
documents including letters between Nicholas and Alexandra, parts
of their diaries, minutes of government meetings, and other official
papers.

John F. O’Conor, The Sokolov Investigation (New York: Robert Speller &
Sons, 1971). Includes translations of sections of Sokolov’s report,
along with a harshly critical commentary.

Anthony Summers and Tom Mangold, The File on the Tsar (New York:
Harper & Row, 1976). An impressive investigation of the investiga-
tor, even though the discovery of the Romanov bones ultimately dis-
proved the Summers-Mangold theory.

Peter Kurth, Anastasia (Boston: Little, Brown, 1983). An entertaining albeit
overly credulous investigation of Anna Anderson.

Edvard Radzinsky, The Last Tsar, trans. from the Russian by Marian
Schwartz (New York: Doubleday, 1992). Radzinsky is a prominent
Russian playwright, and that’s both the book’s strength and its weak-
ness. As literature, it's engrossing and evocative; as history, it’s frus-

tratingly vague and undocumented.
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Marc Ferro, Nicholas II, trans. from the French by Brian Pearce (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1993). A solid though uninspired biogra-
phy that’s undermined by Ferro’s belief that some family members
survived.

Robert K. Massie, The Romanovs (New York: Random House, 1995).
A thrilling historic and scientific detective story that’s especially good
at describing the DNA evidence and the rivalries among the Russian,
British, and American scientists.

Peter Kurth, Tsar (Boston: Little, Brown, 1995). A magnificently illustrated
portrait of the lost world of Nicholas and Alexandra; even a Marxist
historian couldn’t help but be moved by the snapshots of the family
before and during their imprisonment.

Orlando Figes, A People’s Tragedy (New York: Viking, 1996). A compre-
hensive history of the Russian Revolution, from the end of the nine-
teenth century to the death of Lenin. Figes is scholarly and fair, yet

he captures the passions of the period.
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Otto Strasser, Hitler and I, trans. from the German by Gwenda David and
Eric Mosbacher (Boston: Houghton Mifilin, 1940). Part history, part
self-justification—a combination that’s undeniably titillating but by
no means trustworthy.

Konrad Heiden, Der Fiihrer, trans. from the German by Ralph Manheim
(New York: Lexington Press, 1944). Full of details that made it an im-
portant source for later historians.

Ernst Hanfstaengl, Hitler (London: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1957). Like
Strasser’s book, an ex-Nazi’s apologia/memoir.

Walter Langer, The Mind of Adolf Hitler (New York: Basic Books, 1972).
The OSS report from 1943—making this, in a way, the official u.s.
government position on Adolf Hitler.

Joachim Fest, Hitler, trans. from the German by Richard and Clara Win-
ston (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1973). The best German
biography of Hitler.

John Toland, Adolf Hitler (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1976). An anec-
dotal and very readable biography. As for Raubal, Toland’s theory
was that it was her jealousy, not Hitler’s, that led to her suicide. He
came to this conclusion after interviewing a couple of the surviving

household staff members. They told him that just prior to her death,
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Raubal had been very upset because she’d found a letter from Eva
Braun to Hitler.

Alan Bullock, Hitler and Stalin (New York: HarperCollins, 1991). Bullock’s
1952 biography of Hitler remains a classic, even though this more
recent dual biography incorporates new research.

Ronald Hayman, Hitler and Geli (London: Bloomsbury, 1997). Hayman is
the latest to argue that Hitler shot Raubal.

Ian Kershaw, Hitler (London: Allen Lane, 1998). The latest and arguably
the best biography of Hitler to date.

Ron Rosenbaum, Explaining Hitler (New York: Random House, 1998). An
entirely fascinating and often brilliant mix of intellectual history
and piercing interviews. Rosenbaum reveals the underlying motiva-
tions of historians, and in doing so makes an important contribution
to our understanding of Hitler. This chapter is heavily indebted to

Rosenbaum.
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Winston Churchill, The Grand Alliance (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1950).
Volume 3 of Churchill’s magnificent history of World War II, full of
not just the author’s recollections but also his directives, telegrams,
and other documents that illuminate the British government’s pursuit
of the war.

Ilse Hess, Prisoner of Peace (London: Britons Publishing Co., 1954). Hess’s
letters to his wife and son from England, Nuremberg, and Spandau
Prison.

James Douglas-Hamilton, Motive for a Mission (London: Macmillan, 1971).
As the son of the Duke of Hamilton, Douglas-Hamilton grew up im-
mersed in the Hess mystery. Surprisingly, though, his book is more
about Haushofer than either Hamilton or Hess. Haushofer emerges
as a fascinating and tragic figure: with ties to both the Nazis and the
resistance, he ended up despising himself and welcoming his death
at the hands of the Gestapo.

W. Hugh Thomas, Hess: A Tale of Two Murders (London: Hodder &
Stoughton, 1988). Thomas, a British surgeon who examined Span-
dau’s inmate, discovered to his amazement that he had none of the
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scars that should have remained from Hess’s World War I injuries.
Thomas concluded that the man who died in prison in 1987 couldn’t
have been Hess. His theory was that Himmler shot down the real Hess
over the North Sea, then sent his carefully schooled double to Eng-
land. Thomas’s 1979 book The Murder of Rudolf Hess makes many of
the same arguments. A 1989 Scotland Yard report reasonably con-
cluded otherwise.

John Costello, Ten Days to Destiny (New York: William Morrow, 1991).
Though Costello didn’t succeed in overturning the traditional view
of the Hess mission, his book makes a convincing case that at least
some British leaders were not averse to a deal with Hitler.

Peter Padfield, Hess (London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1991). Hess as the
pawn of both Hitler and Churchill.

Louis Kilzer, Churchill’s Deception (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994).
Goes even farther than Costello in arguing that some inside the British
government were behind the German invasion of Russia. Though
provocative, Kilzer (like Stalin) is too eager to explain everything by
conspiracies. Sometimes (though, of course, not always) the official

story also turns out to be the real story.
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Mikhail Gorbachev, The August Coup (New York: HarperCollins, 1991).
Inevitably, since it appeared just months after the coup, much of the
book consists of reworked previous statements and speeches, but
these still make for a useful document.

David Remnick, Lenin’s Tomb (New York: Random House, 1993). Intimate
and revealing vignettes from the last days of the Soviet Empire.
John Dunlop, The Rise of Russia and the Fall of the Soviet Empire (Prince-
ton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1993). Dunlop makes a strong
case that the plotters had reason to believe Gorbachev could be con-
vinced to side with them. Somewhat academic in its style but still

compelling.

Victoria Bonnell, Ann Cooper, and Gregory Freidin, eds., Russia at the
Barricades (Armonk, N.Y.: M. E. Sharpe, 1994). A collection of doc-
uments, interviews, and eyewitness accounts of the coup.

Valery Boldin, Ten Years That Shook the World (New York: Basic Books,
1994). A venomous and vindictive portrait of Gorbachev, written by

his chief of staff while he awaited trial for his part in the coup.
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Boris Yeltsin, The Struggle for Russia (New York: Times Books, 1994). Dis-
organized and sometimes disingenuous, but entertaining and infor-
mative. Yeltsin has little good to say about his archrival, though he
stops short of accusing Gorbachev of planning or approving the coup.
Instead Yeltsin concludes, somewhat ambiguously, that Gorbachev
was its “chief catalyst.” As for the revisionist attacks on Yeltsin’s
own role in the coup, he admits he had a telephone conversation with
Kryuchkov during which the KGB chief told him the emergency com-
mittee would not use military force. But Yeltsin adds that there were
good reasons not to believe him.

Jack Matlock, Autopsy on an Empire (New York: Random House, 1995).
Matlock, who was the U.S. ambassador to Moscow under Reagan and
Bush, provides a firsthand account of the Soviet collapse. Unlike the
works of most diplomats, Matlock’s is not just a valuable historical
document but also a valuable work of history.

David Pryce-Jones, The Strange Death of the Soviet Empire (New York:
Henry Holt, 1995). An unusual and often interesting mix of interviews
with former leaders, dissidents, and other Soviet observers.

Mikhail Gorbachev, Memoirs (New York: Doubleday, 1995). Like its author,
the book goes on too long but remains important.

Archie Brown, The Gorbachev Factor (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1996). The best overall defense of Gorbachev’s record as a genuine
reformer—a better defense, in fact, than Gorbachev’s own memoirs.

Amy Knight, Spies without Cloaks (Princeton, N.]J.: Princeton University
Press, 1996). The first chapter is the most recent and most thorough
case against Gorbachev. The rest of the book argues that the postcoup
KGB continues to be a dangerous and independent force in Russia.

David Remnick, Resurrection(New York: Random House, 1997). A sur-
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prisingly hopeful view of postcoup Russia, especially since most of
the book chronicles the country’s descent into chaos, corruption, and

crime.
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