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RESOURCE CENTER
DVDs and Videocassettes about the Incas

The Incas. VHS. Public Broadcasting Associates, Inc. Washington, DC: PBS Video,
1980. An old recording, but still has a lot of useful information, especially
about how archaeologists know about the Incas, not just what we know.

Incas: Secrets of the Ancestors. VHS. Time-Life Video and Television. Produced,
directed, and written by Tom Simon. Alexandria, VA: Time-Life Video and
Television, 1995.

Secrets of Lost Empires—Inca. VHS. NOVA Series. Washington, DC: PBS Video, 1997.
Another source of information on how the Incas did things, like their stone
working and suspension bridge building.

In Search of History: Lost City of the Incas. DVD. History Channel. New York,: A&E
Home Video, 2005.

MUSIC CDS ABOUT ANDEAN MUSIC

There are so many groups who play Andean folk music that it is impos-
sible to recommend one or even a few over others. Any Internet search of
“Inca music” or “Andean folk music” will bring up a huge selection, often
with free downloads.
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In addition, most major record or bookstores (Borders, Waldenbooks, or
Barnes and Noble, to name a few) have a section called “World Music,”
organized by country or region, that would have Andean music. Often
these stores also have a machine that allows you to listen to a selection of
the music before buying.

If you have never heard Andean folk music, I would recommend Inti
Illimani, one of the oldest and most respected groups, as a good place to
start. Their Web site is http://www.inti-illimani.cl/.

The music on the videocassettes and DVDs listed in this resource sec-
tion will also have a nice example of music.

A general Web page from AOL, http://music.aol.com/artists/andean-
folk/, lists groups that play traditional folk music, and it includes a large
selection of artists.

Museums

Most major museums will have a section on South American archaeol-
ogy, but the following have permanent displays. In addition, many other
museums, especially at large universities, have collections of objects that
could be viewed by making special arrangements.

American Museum of Natural History, Central Park West at 79th Street,
New York, NY 10024.

Field Museum, 1400 Lakeshore Drive, Chicago, IL 60605.

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, 900 Exposition Boulevard,
Los Angeles, CA 90007.

National Museum of Natural History, 10th Street and Constitution Avenue,
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC 20560.

Internet Sources

Like music CDs, there are a host of good sources on the Incas available,
of which a small representative sample is given here.

Anaccount of Johan Reinhard’s 1995 expedition to the summit of Mt. Ampato
in southern Peru, where he discovered the remains of “Juanita,” an Inca
sacrificial victim: http://www.nationaigeographic.com/mummy /index.
html

A presentation of Johan Reinhard’s 1996 expedition to the summit of Mt. Sara
Sara in southern Peru to discover another Inca high-altitude shrine:
http:/fwww.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/peru/

An MIT professor gives a 40-minute audio presentation on the history and
design of Andean suspension bridges: http://www.loc.gov/today/
cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=3839
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A high-quality digital image of Guaman Poma’s famous letter to the king
of Spain, made from the original manuscript in a library in Denmark;
difficult to read because of its seventeenth-century Spanish spell-
ings and grammar, but the illustrations are great: http://www.kb.dk/
permalink /2006/poma/info/es/ frontpage.htm

A Web site from the Center for the Traditional Textiles of Cuzco, showing
traditional weaving techniques: http://www.incas.org /
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