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SECRET, 298

(Private and Confidential.)
Dear Charles, Constantinople, May 29, 1910,
QURST'S telegram of the 23rd April and your telegram of the 25th April about

the rumoured appointment of Mohamed Farid as delegate i Egypt of the Constantinopl:

Freemasons, “said to be intimately connected with the Committee of Union and
Progress,” prompts me to write to you at some length on the strain of continental
Freemasonry running through the Young Turk movement. I do so privately and
cc:mza:n._c.:w., as this new Freemasonry in Turkey, unlike that of England and Ameriex,
'is in great part secret amtl political, and information on the subject is only obtainable in
strict contidence, while those who betray its political secrets seem to stand in fear of the
hand of the Mafia. Some days ago a local Mason who divulged the signs of the craft
was actually threatened with being sent before the court-martial, sitting in virtue of our
state of siege.

As you are aware, the Young Turkey movement in Paris-was quite separate from and
in great part in ignorance of the inner workings of that in Salonica.  The latter town
has a population of about 140,000, of whomn 80,000 are Spanish Jews, aud 20,000 of the
sect of Sabetai Levi or Crypto-Jews, who externally profess Islamnism. Zz:% of the
former have in the past acquired Italian nationality and are Freemasons affiliated to
Jtalian lodges.  Nathan, the Jewish Lord Mayor of Rome, is high up in Masonry, and
the Jewish Premiers Luasuti aud Sonnino, E:w. other Jewish senators and deputics, are
ulso, it appears, Masons, They cluim to have been founded from and to follow the
ritual of the * Aucient Spottish ”
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