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Andre Jardin, Tocqueville, A Biography, trans. Robert Hemenway, (New York: Johns Hopkins University, M
1998).

“If France were to shrink from an enterprise, in which, she was faced with no more than the natural @
difficulties of the terrain and the opposition of little tribes of barbarians, in the eyes of the world she would
appear to be yielding to her powerlessness and succumbing because of her lack of courage. Any nation that
readily lets go of what it has taken and withdraws peacefully of its own accord back inside its old boundaries

proclaims that the golden age of its history is past. It visibly enters the period of its decline” (Jardin,
Tocqueville, A Biography, 318).
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