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Direct Election of Prime Minister in Israel

By: Raed Abde! Raheem
Main advisor : Dr. Agiz Haider

This thesis put forward the change in the Israeli voting system in which
the voters vote twice, the first for electing prime minister and the second for
electing the members of the Knesset. In order to cover this subject, this thesis has
been divided into three parts; the first part deals with the voting regulations in
general; the second with the previous and old veting system in Israel (before
1996) and the historical roots of this system. The third part talks about the direct
voting system and the memorandums that dealt with this system and how much
did this new system has effect the Israeli general political life and order.

The Israeli search for suitable voting system has started since 1948 and
continued for many decades. This search has come out with many
memorandums, but all have been rejected for many reasons; the Israch
politicians gave priority for establishing and strengthening the new born state, so
they rejected all these memorandums and didn’t support it. An other reason is the
Adhoc, which played and essential part in the Israeli life in the 80°s the Israeli
govemment have gone through many troubles, which threatened the whole
democratic system and put it face to face with crises. This was the motive that
pushed them to seriously think of changing the voting system. Veices come out
calling for these changes. In 1992 the Knesset passed a bill which allows the
prime minister to be directly elected and in 1996 it was put to use,

The results of this bill wasn't what they hoped for, instead of minimizing
the greediness and the role of small parties, the bill weakened the major parties,
reduced the knesset authority and increased the differences add to that the prime
minister became fully dependent on the parliament. The new political order
suffered from the demerits of the parliamentary and presidential systems without
enjoying their merits. To decrease these disadvantages Israel has to continue
rebuilding its democratic system in order to achieve what is aimed for from the
direct voting ballot.

By using this system Israel became an example for other countries to
imitate and apply this voting ballot in their countries.
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