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"l say... heavy traffic on this line!"
Somewhere on the route between Egypt and Swederj two
carrier pigeons met in midair. They landed on a park bgnch

!: ‘.t ! [ ) ‘ I
Happyl/New, @_@@? 2006
2006. Year Of in some town and soon discovered they were delivefing
0 post to the same two persons in contact.

f\f O i . :
. ; _}/I/_)ﬁﬂ@/_}/l ) thﬁ dohyog"thr:nké)f what tl:_ley write? What do they eed
natlonal effort - ‘/ @ ( 1 //_/_ _/ ;r::g&?caﬁ); er?" the Egyptian Hamaam or pigeon engdire

"Oh, but they appear friendly enough,” The Swedjsh
Duva or dove said.
"How could there come anything good from thes?!"

Youssef Sidhom = exclaimed Hamaam.
_— ‘/7 "What about democracy?" Duva tossed her neck.
Hamaam didn't listen.

Duva continued: "Such prejudice! Why this strange fre-
lation between Europe and the Crescent? People here n the
West started to sip at Arab culture—not enough, but at
least they started. | see clear signs of ethnocentrcity
breaking down. Edward Said is an idol here. And in Wo-
vember they played Assirr as-Sultan in Stockholin's
biggest drama house. Fully booked!"

Duva went on: "I understand it when many Egyptidns
don't feel like looking westwards—they see the difty
morals. But there are also treasures to be found, spregd out
here and there. Poets waiting for an Arabic audience. Real-
ly profound and original Christian literature. And how gan
you do without a painter like Chagall?"

Hamaam was taken by the vision. "We need a megting
place. There must be a way of crossing these two str@ams
of culture."

The pigeons glanced at the letters, took the envelopgs in
their beaks and with courteous bows, went their sepdrate
ways.

A year ago, precisely on 2 Januay
2005, Watani's editorial was entitled
"2005: Year of citizenship rights'
This year | was inadvertently temptg
to use the same title, but | reme
bered last year's editorial and had
revise the matter. Citizenship righ|
still top the agenda of national wo
and, during the past four months—fyl
of intense political and national acti
ity—the term ‘citizenship’ became
fixture of political rhetoric.

It is true that last year's limite
progress on the citizenship rights fro
Is particularly frustrating; nonethele
it must be owned that the ste
achieved in 2005 have set in actior]
political mobility which, if well-
exploited, will undoubtedly lead to th

Y

o

e

long-awaited change. Last May, tHe Can we dream of a 2006 which would herald in any fint
Constitution was changed to allow fér of mutual understanding?
multi-candidate presidential election, . ) . )
and the first such elections since 19p2 Sgg%rg?rl#ed by Watani readeMarie Tonkin, 21, from
were held in September. In Novembgr,
parliamentary elections led to gn
unprecedented shift in the politicgl
powers in Parliament.
Egypt went through three decades|o
dark ages where freedoms, human gng
citizenship rights are concerned,
least because these rights were -
tailed, but more so because we seerped
to be inside a dark tunnel with no hipt  Tensjons between Copts on the one hand and Muslims and the Nader Shukry Minyal-Qamh, east of the Nile Delta, during which the Mus-
\(/)vfritlgmit%t atlhgrggdde-g?gzyo}hgg%?(’): State on the other escalated in 2005 to levels unprecedented —— lim’s father died of heart failure, Muslims surrounded Copts’
e ; since the Kosheh sectarian violence which erupted on the ev ; ; uses and burned their property. The event claimed the lives
?z?ad g Ot%t"é‘ésr;”m}:‘gyn:LedSIgﬂgﬁggn ht eethe second millennium and claimed the lives of 20 Copts. Ejé:':]s g;g ﬁ]rsfiztrggyo\év%rgt ggne:inhgugggL.s_}_r;]l(eepgigéersesfr;?rr]erzje{rg ix Copts.
been put in place, especially regardi _ responding to her family’s compliant against the Muslim neigh.. .
changpes st %gig 9 Born Christian ) _bour who they claimed had lured her into leaving her husbb@appo'ntm_ent_ ) )
tion, and prevalent anti-democratic The days that ended 2004 witnessed wrathful demonstratigiigl baby, converting to Islam, and marrying him. The last legislative elections left a great deal of frustration

" by thousands of Copts as they conducted a five-day sit-in at th€nother woman disappeared—rumoured to have also c8Rong Copts. The ruling National Democratic Party fielded no
grounds of St Mark’s cathedral in Abassiya, Cairo, which {grted to Islam—in Qusayireen, Cairo, due to family probleniBore than two Copts out of 444 candidates, despite Coptic
also the papal seat. They demanded the return of a priest's wilg, she came back three days later and the Church interferegdBpOrt to President Mubarak in the presidential elections held
Wafaa’ Costantine, who had disappeared under suspicigd§olve the problems with her husband. last September. Apart from Youssef Botrous Ghali, none of the
circumstances. They claimed she had been abducted and forcg |ate February, demonstrations broke out in Fayoum G@ptic candidates—fielded either by the ruling party or the
into converting to Islam. While the Muslim villagers said thajrotest the disappearance of two female medical students a§P@osition—emerged victorious. The great shock however was
she had eloped with a friend, the Copts insisted that she rs circulated that they had been coerced or seduced godefeat of Mounir Fakhry Abdel-Nour, prominent leader at
been seduced or coerced, and demanded that the secC@Bierting to Islam. The security forces knew their hideout afi¢ Wafd Party. The president sought to correct the situation
authorities bring her back. The crowds expressed outragenghded them over to the Church. It was found that they hadthsugh nominating five Coptic members to Parliament.

¢ What they saw as infringement on Copt's freedom of belief.  convert to Islam and their disappearance was related to prob-

haviour. It remains for us to put ogr
faith in the spirit of change which no
fills the air, and to realise that actije
participation is now imperative.

We look forward to a new ye
dedicated to national reconciliatiof.
We hope the table will be set for
national dialogue around which
partners in the homeland will gather
clear the air and establish a basis

Yoo =9

; The demonstrators demanded that Pope Shenouda Il shqgifls with their families. End-of-year
?éfcij:itrgg ;gfogfgnﬁog iz%:ttefr%L éh o intervene with the authorities to return the ‘abducted’ woman. . The Co—xference held in Washington last November—sponsored
witness that the healthy build-up df When none of the authorities’ repeated promises to return {leAlexandria and the kafr by prominent expatriate Copt Adly Abadir Youssef—to discuss

lady materialised, the pope left Cairo to Anba Bishoi mon-The worst sectarian event in 2005 took place in Octoberdi@mocracy and minority grievances in Egypt and the Middle East,
astery in the Western Desert in a gesture of protest. The secikiykandria—a city famous for its cosmopolitan nature amdused wide controversy among the Egyptian public. Since the
officials then handed over the missing lady to a delegation méaceful co-existence among different peoples and religiatenference held a session at a hearing chamber in the US Con-
Bishops. But clashes had already begun between the crowdstiousands of Muslim youth violently demonstrated in front gfess, the Egyptian media criticised it heavily, claiming that the
the Cathedral grounds and the security forces outside. Thimyar-Girgis church in Moharram Bey district to protest againSoptic issue should be discussed only inside Egypt. The confer-
five men were arrested and charged with fomenting unrest.  the church-produced playwas Blind but Now | Sewhich al- ence ended in a split between Copts who advocated international
On Wednesday 8 December Ms Costantin officially declar¢efjedly defamed Islam. Although the play was a one-time pieitervention to alleviate the grievances of Copts, and those who
alition. So far, the political constan before the Ain-Shams prosecution office that "she was bdtrmance two years ago and its main theme was taken fromabiered to a home-grown remedy.
on the field have vielded exclusi Christian, is Christian, and will remain Christian to the day shi@mous filmal-irhabi (The Terrorist) protestors set fire to more The year ended on a hopeful note in December however, when
y dies." The 35 detained Copts were released before Coptian six churches as well as cars and shops owned by Cenissident Mubarak issued a decree facilitating the procedures

:;egﬁjn%'fgfi’c tgafi‘; (ﬁré%%ﬂhe'“?ﬁ'ﬁn ! Christmas day—7 January. Some Islamist youths demonstraBdshes between the police and demonstrators left 39 peopledguired for restoring, renovating, pulling down and rebuilding

dialogue in the media over the last
three months has created a strdng
foundation of transparency, candopr
and disclosure.

At this critical interval of political
reform, we look forward to a new yegr
that would herald in a national cq-

=]

- calling for the woman’s return to Islam. jured including 13 policemen. The Church issued a statemexisting churches. Although the move marked progress with
pmae.r% fé’és,?q%rfi‘ce Eg{gse ?Oec?r?gsoth ? E . stressing national unity and condemning attempts to ingeépect to granting Copts their legitimate rights, the decree’s
despairing parties. Given that tHe Questionable conversions religions. stipulation of the necessary approval of concerned bodies

A few months later, a Cairene woman called Wafaa’' Ra'fatAfter a squabble that occurred last November between—aithout clarifying the identity of these bodies—leaves the

freedom to form civic non-religiou left her family and converted to Islam. Although seven merMuslim and a Copt in the village of Kafr Ibrahim Salama iprocess subject to the domination of security apparatuses.

political parties is imperative, th
establishment of a national coalitig
remains a viable option for refor

through active participation. = = =
L e e ame boa ifferent directions
during which the silent majority EEEN

would emerge out of its political isd
lation and join the forces of nation

=

|
er:fort ”forl_ C_E?nge. Th'sh prﬁj—requas The Washington conference of last November revealed a Soliman Shafiq immigrants and Copts living in Egypt.
%hg:nzel\?elglor? ;/hoéetr)?fiziacl)uvotxra?glliztt " painful truth: that Copts are now a split minority, one at — Expatriate Copts reprove Copts at home for what they see
c ) ' home and the other abroad. It ned me to learn that i insi iectivi n steem of the regime. | believe, however, that our
A e which Should be ranked ad a e a ol abroa saddened me to le Bt this does not excuse a lack of insight or objectivits undue estee e regime. | b eve

Adli Abadeer Youssef, the conference executive chairmafnger and bitterness should not characterise leaders whgnigrant brethren’s attitude warrants blame for their dis-

national duty on equal footing tampered with the final resolutions which had been agreg@cuss the future of a nation. regard of our Egyptian historical experience. Copts could be
military or  community  service upon by the members of the convention, and issued a revise&lt how do expatriate Copts view the achievement of fulieen throughout the ages not as overly fearful of their hostile
Participation also requires breakirjg document. Egyptian citizenship for Copts? William al-Meiri wrote inrulers, but as ‘bowing to the storm till it passes’, and this
the isolation barrier and engaging |n In Watani, Youssef Sidhom wrote, “The final document of¥atani: "The Coptic issue first gained strength on accouridy be what has preserved them to the present time. Copts
joint activities with all partners in th the Washington conference was telefaxed for approval to M the Coptic movement abroad. The issue should be intétirvived even the most dreadful ages of oppression because

homeland. This, in my opinion is th
role of and challenge facing civil an
non-governmental organisations,

Youssef [who, due to health reasons was not in Washingig#tionalised, because minorities are always trampled by tktheir "wisdom". They depended on their inherent strength
but in Zurich where he resides]. On the last day, howeveidajority. The international community interfered before i@nd not any other strength borrowed from abiro
we discovered several changes to the document. The fifglour of minorities, as in Bosnia when the Muslims were

TS o 0

order to pull all Egyptians into th version dealt a blow to rational, balanced thought ... It wasposed to genocide by the Bet' What it's all about
circle of active co-existence. clear that the anger had gained the uppedHan . ) . Our dear expatriate Copts, we are the voice, not the echo!

If we can succeed in moving forwaid . Historical wisdom Do not make us feel that you are harder and more cruel than
with the cause of national recop-  Angry and bitter Expatriate Copts call for intervention by the internationajur oppressorsOur history as well as our present-day ex-
ciliation, coalition, and revitalising th This climate of anxiety and vacillation serves to tear up tltemmunity in favour of Egypt’'s Copts, a point which Coptperience reveals that our Egyptian citizenship cannot be
silent majority in 2006, we woul nation socially and psychologically. Wisdom is lost anth Egypt oppose. Mr Meiri is counted among the immigrarghopped into a Coptic or a Muslim one. No one can ever gain
have indeed advanced on the road|of hard-line Copts, in their anger, slip into rashness and ieves, yet one can easily appreciate the gap between hisadight by alienating a fellow citizen. And this is what Na-
modernising Egypt. decision. It is the right of minorities to be angry and bittairess and Sidhom’s. So we should open a dialogue betweimal Dialogue is all about.

Desert development ed Egypt 25 million euros in the form of Japanese medical care Egyptian professors and teaching staff. Egypledda Gablerand The People’s Enemy

Egyptian international scientist Farou isk capital for private sector ventures in the Last month, Japan made a $63,836 grant tign universities currently implement 33nd died in 1906 at the age of 78.
al-Baz proposed a plan to develop Egypt®cal market. EIB Vice-President Philippepmit-Ghorab Association for Local Com- EU-sponsored educational projects in higher )
Western Desert through establishing eigtte Fontaine Vive Curtaz who is in charge ofnunity Development, to provide medicaleducation at a cost of 12.44 million EuroAntiquities in Spain
passageways—each composed of a highlB’s Facility for Euro-Mediterranean In- equipment and services, and raise healftnd nine supplementary structural projects atgyptian antiquities are currently on show

way and a railway—crossing and dividing/estment and Partnership (FEMIP) said thajwareness for an estimated 16000 citizens #cost of 1.1 million Euros. at the Arts Centre Museum in Madrid under
the desert. Electricity and water networkghe agreement signed with Egypt is thehe village of Mit-Ghorab in Dagahliya, north the title "The Pharaohs". The three-month
and small urban communities will be setargest FEMIP capital operation this yeagast of the Nile Blta. The Mit-Ghorab As- Ibsen 2006 exhibition is expected to contribute LE7
up to attract investors. The project was preand the third similar operation in Egypt.  sociation, established in 1994, has providedThe year 2006 will mark the 100th anmillion to Egypt's coffers, said Wafaa’ al-

sented late last month in an extended meet- the local community with a nursery, children’sniversary since the death of Henrik IbseiSeddiq, director of the Egyptian Museum.
ing chaired by the then Higher EducatioiOn intellectual property library, women’s club, and an InformationNorway will hold a year-long commemorainsurance against theft, acts of terrorism,

Minister Amr Ezzat and attended by uni- For the first time, Egypt will organise anTechnology Club. It also engages in micrdion—Ilbsen 2006—worldwide in honour ofand earthquakes amounted to $220,890,000,
versity presidents and research centifternational conference on intellectual properedit financing for a “cattle breeding" project. the occasion, presenting Ibsen’s plays Becretary General of the Supreme Council
chairmen. Dr Bazz said the project coul@rty. The exact date has not yet been set. Tl i various places around the world simultanéer Antiquities Dr Zahi Hawas said. The
be instrumental in supporting the Egyptiaonference’s agenda will be based upon eEuropean scholarships ously, and printing his works in editions fod15 pieces showcased include a statue of
economy and facing the overpopulation. pert opinion and on the bulletin of the In- An agreement has been reached betweehildren. Next October, a musical of one d@ueen Hatshepsut, who bestowed the title

tellectual Property Organisation, and wilEgypt and the European Union (EU) byhis plays will be presented at the foot of thef pharaoh upon herself, and another of
Risk capital define the criteria for the issuance andirtue of which the EU will finance 150 Giza pyramids in Egypt. Ibsen wrote man@Queen Nefertiti, wife of Akhenaton of the

The European Investment Bank has granteclaration of trademarks, local and foreign.scholarships in  European universities foplays among which ar&he Dolls House, New Kingdom (1550 — 1050 BC).

M~ HENMZ

Watani International wishes its readers a very happy New Year 2006, and hopes it will bring blessings, happiness, tolerance, and love to everyone
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Marking the Passage of Time: Reflecting upon 2005, Welcoming 2006

2005: Another Year of Challenges
and Blessings

"To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven"

(Ecclesiastes 3:1)

By Saad Michael Saad

As 2005 comes to a close, humanity
is reflecting upon the year gone by,
counting gains and losses and look-
ing ahead to the promise of a new be-
ginning. At Watani International, we
too have reviewed 2005, and have
compiled a list of ten events that we
believe have had (or will have) the
most significant impact on the lives
of Copts living inside and outside of

Egypt.

1. International Coptic
Conference, Washington,
16-19 November
The Second International Coptic Con-
ference convened in Washington DC
from 16 to 19 November 2005. Origi-
nally, the theme of the conference was
“Democracy in Egypt for Muslims and
Christians” but because of the diver-
sity of the more than 50 speakers and
the topics they covered, the theme was
expanded to “Supporting Freedoms
and Democracy in the Middle East.”
The speakers came from throughout
the Middle East, Europe, North
America and Australia. Approximately
half of the speakers were Muslims, and
one-quarter were women.

The conference was co-chaired by
Mr. Adly Abadeer and Dr. Saad Eddin
Ibrahim. More than 200 intellectuals
attended including authors, Middle
East specialists, human rights and pro-
democracy activists. Through the tire-
less efforts of Mr. Magdi Khalil, the
conference was covered by ten Arab
radio and television channels and
many Arab newspapers. In its 18 No-
vember issue, The Wall Street Jour-
nal published an article by Dr. Saad
Eddin Ibrahim about the theme and
objectives of the conference.

The entire conference was broad-
cast live on www.copts-united.com,
where you may find more information
and watch selected segments. [Watani,
27 November to 25 December]

2. Aghapy Television

In November, AghapyTV, a Coptic
Television Network, was launched on
the American Satellite Telstar 12. This
is the first television station in the
world dedicated to Coptic Orthodox
Christians. It was begun with the
blessings of His Holiness Pope
Shenouda IIT and the tireless efforts
of His Grace Bishop Botros, and is
funded by donations from around the
world. Broadcast in English, Arabic
and Coptic, programming includes
church services, stories on the lives of
the saints, Bible studies, sermons,
hymns and religious films. AghapyTV
is currently available in Egypt with
plans for expansion to North America.
Programs may also be viewed on their
website: www.aghapy.tv/aghapy/
index.php.

3. Response to Violence against
Christians

Violence against Christians occurs
around the world, and Egypt is no ex-
ception. In response to the violence
that ensued in Alexandria, Egypt,
when several thousand Islamists
stormed seven Coptic churches, de-
stroyed Bibles, burned property,
stabbed a nun and others, Copts in
Sydney, Paris, New York, Los Ange-
les and many other cities where de-
mocracy lives, demonstrated publicly
and peacefully to voice their protest
and bring awareness. The events in Al-
exandria also marked the first live tel-
evision and internet coverage of vio-
lence against the Copts in Egypt.
[Watani, 6-13 November]

4. The Long History of Monastic
Tradition Continues

The Coptic Orthodox Church is cred-
ited with establishing Christian
Monasticism and nurturing it through-
out the centuries. 2005 confirmed this
by bringing us news of one of our old-
est monasteries and our newest.

On 9 August, 2005, Reuters reported
that archaeologists working on a site
near the Red Sea coast unearthed the
oldest example of a building housing
Christian monks, dating from between
the 4™ and 5™ centuries.

And on 20 August, 2005, His Holi-
ness Pope Shenouda III consecrated
the altar of St. Mary and St. Moses
Abbey, located on 92 acres of
lakeshore property in Corpus Christi,
Texas. The Abbey, which is under the
auspices of His Grace Bishop Youssef,
Bishop of the Diocese of the South-
ern United States, is the second Coptic
monastery in the U.S. In addition to
H.G. Bishop Youssef, five monks, pre-
viously from El Souryan Monastery,

HG Bishop Serapion surrounded by priests and 16 chanters of the
new ecclesiastical choir of Saint Maurice Church in Pomona, Cali-
fornia. Several other churches in the Diocese of Los Angeles have
established all-girls' choirs in 2005.

reside at the Abbey. Facilities at the
Abbey include cells for 42 monks, a
church (modified to reflect Coptic art
and architecture), library, lecture halls,
computer lab, dining halls and a Re-
treat Center that accommodates up to
150 guests. For information about vis-
iting the abbey please refer to
www.abbey.suscopts.org.

5. Girls Choirs in Coptic Churches
in Los Angeles

Under the guidance of His Grace
Bishop Serapion, Bishop of the Dio-
cese of Los Angeles, several churches
in the diocese established girls’ choirs
to sing during the liturgy. His Holiness
Pope Shenouda IIT approved this step,
which was welcomed by the congre-
gation, for its positive influence. Es-
tablishing a girls’ choir also opens the
door for greater ecumenical co-wor-
ship with other Oriental Orthodox
Churches who have had such female
choirs for many years.

6. Coptic Missionary Work in
Africa and Asia
Youth groups from North America and
Europe spent months of missionary
work in Kenya for mutual benefit.
Villages in Maseno, rural Kenya, wit-
nessed the establishment of new
churches and clinics designed to im-
prove the lives of the local populace.
Servants have started medical aware-
ness campaigns aimed at educating
people about AIDS, including its
causes and prevention. The Coptic
Hospital, as well as the Hope Center
in Nairobi, have expanded their
services for HIV infected patients and
have given many hope for the future.
In June, His Grace Bishop Paul, along
with a group of dedicated servants,
began missionary work in Nigeria.
Coptic evangelism is also active in
the South Pacific. Several Coptic
churches were established in the Fi-
jian Islands and the Kingdom of Tonga
under the guidance of His Grace
Bishop Suriel of Melbourne, assisted
by youth from Melbourne and the U.S.
(www.cocm.org.au). And His Grace
Bishop Daniel of Sydney continued to
establish missions in Japan, Thailand,
Singapore and other East Asian coun-
tries (www.coptic.org.au).

7. Five Coptologists Who Are No
Longer with Us
At this time, we also acknowledge and
remember those who contributed to
Coptic civilization by devoting their
life’s work to Coptology. In 2005, we
lost the following renowned scholars
lives:
- Otto Meinardus (1925-2005). Profes-
sor of History, whose writings became
the standard reference for all scholars
in modern Christianity in Egypt.
Meinardus’ works included Christian
Egypt, Coptic Saints and Pilgrims, and
a classical work on the renaissance of
Coptic Monasticism in the 20" cen-
tury. [Watani 25 September]
- W. H. C. Frend (1916-2005). Profes-
sor of Ecclesiastical History in the
United Kingdom, whose publications
on Early Christian History are consid-
ered the best such works in the field.
Frend, however, alienated many Copts
when he insisted on using the term
Monophysite in reference to Coptic
Christianity.
- Ernest W. Tune (1918-2005). Taught
Coptic at Claremont Graduate Univer-
sity and participated in the translation
of the Nag Hammadi Library. The
Ernest Tune Coptic Library, a rich col-
lection of books on Coptic and Nubian
topics, is housed at Claremont School
of Theology where Tune was a Library

Director for eight years
(http://iac.cgu.edu).

- Sami Hanna (1927-2005). An es-
teemed professor of Middle Eastern
Studies and Arabic Linguistics, who
worked alongside Prof. Aziz Surial
Atiya in establishing Middle East
Studies at the University of Utah in
1960. He founded the American
Coptic Studies Association, which
promoted Coptic Studies in Oregon
for several years. He authored several
books on teaching Arabic.

- Theodore Hall Partrick (1923-2005).
An Episcopalian priest who spent dec-
ades in serving his church and teach-
ing Church history in multiple aca-
demic institutions in the U.S. and
Central America. He is the author of
Traditional Egyptian Christianity, the
best selling English language book on
the 2000 years of Coptic Church his-

tory.

8. MA Program in Coptic

Studies in Sydney

In March 2005, Macquarie University
(www.mgq.edu.au) in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, commenced its first course of-
ferings in a new MA Program in
Coptic Studies. The program, which
is offered in both a traditional class
format and online, covers Coptic His-
tory, Language, Art, Archaeology and
Egyptian Monasticism. Approxi-
mately 40 students are currently en-
rolled; half are Copts, and half are
participating on-line. [Watani, 24
April]

9. Coptology Conferences

Perhaps 2005°s most prestigious
Coptology Conference was the Sev-
enth Annual St. Shenouda Coptic
Conference held at UCLA in August.
Attendees came from all over the U.S.
to learn about the scholarly work be-
ing done by graduate students, univer-
sity professors, and various members
of'the St. Shenouda the Archimandrite
Coptic Society. [Watani, 4 September]

10. New Books about

Coptic Christianity

- Words to Live by: Journeys in An-
cient and Modern FEgyptian
Monasticism, by Tim Vivian, 2005.

- Christianity and Monasticism in the
Fayoum Oasis, by Gawdat Gabra,
editor, 2005.

- A Coptic Dictionary, by Walter
Crum, 2005 (Second Edition).

- Holy Bishops in Late Antiquity, by
Claudia Rapp, 2005.

- Listening to Islam, by John H.
Watson, 2005

- The Early Coptic Papacy: The Egyp-
tian Church and its Leadership in Late
Antiquity, by Stephen J. Davis, 2005.

Concluding Remarks

2005 was a year of continued chal-
lenges and spiritual, cultural and po-
litical growth. The Coptic commu-
nity became more aware of their her-
itage and inner strength. Copts in
Egypt and elsewhere reached out to
each other and to the world at large,
thanks primarily to modern vehicles
of communication and networking.
While Coptic Christians still suffer
from tribulations, we look back upon
2005 and give thanks to God for His
Divine providence. As we leave 2005
and face 2006, we pray that all man-
kind may share in God’s love and
peace.

Saad Michael Saad is Senior Editor,
Watani International. Shirin Kestin
(Wisconsin), Maryann Wahba and
Nardine Saad (California) contributed
to this report.

Redeeming the Time

By H.G. Bishop Youssef

“See then that you walk circum-
spectly, not as fools but as wise, re-
deeming the time, because the days
are evil. Therefore, do not be unwise
but understand what the Will of the
Lord is.* (Ephesians 5:15-17)

With the blessing of yet
another New Year ap-

is the man who trusts Him! Oh, fear
the Lord, you His saints! There is no
want to those who fear Him. The
young lions lack and suffer hunger,
but those who seek the Lord shall not
lack any good thing.”

Second, redeeming the time by
abiding in God’s Will is finding your
joy and pleasure in heartfelt spiritu-
ality. Earthly accomplishments and

earthly gain

proaching, each one of us
should consider the im-
portance and meaning of
“redeeming the time.” St.
Paul specifically
preaches about the im-
portance of continually
walking in God’s Will,
guarding against all man-
ner of evil. Christians do
not dispute God’s crea-
tion of the world as be-

We must train our-
selves to live in the

may only be
short lived but

dwelling within
moment of each day | e Will of God
walking in the Will of | can have life
our Lord - not in an- eternal as a ben-

ticipation of some fu- e f i t
ture date, nor a return
of the past - we must
live spiritually in the
here and now.

Cyprian
(c.250) wrote,
“Laurentius and
Egnatius had
also been once

ing good, but rather man
created ungodliness within it as evil.
To walk within the Will of God

darkness and light must be separated
with the light prevailing and devel-
oping a distinctive spirit in us avoid-
ing the falseness of the world. Each
person should spiritually strive to re-
deem the time in submission to the
Lord Jesus Christ. By keeping our-
selves within the Godliness of God,
we can separate from the evilness of
the world and walk in His Holy Will.

“The one peaceful and trustworthy
tranquility, the one solid, firm, and
constant security is this: for a man to
withdraw from this whirlpool of a
distracting world and to lift his eyes
from earth to Heaven, anchored on
the ground of the harbor of
salvation...He who is actually greater
than the world can crave nothing or
desire nothing from the world. How
stable, how free from shocks is that
safeguard. How heavenly....to be
loosed from the snares of this entan-
gling world and to be purged from
carthly dregs and be fitted for the light
of eternal immortality.” (Cyprian, c.
250)

How can we “redeem the time”?

First, we must train ourselves to live
in the moment of each day walking
in the Will of our Lord. We should
not desire to live in anticipation of
some future date nor wish for a re-
turn of the past, lest we neglect how
this particular day is spiritually spent.
We must live spiritually in the here
and now, redeeming the time with ad-
herence to heeding the Will of God
in our lives. The goals for our life
should incorporate becoming more
focused on developing Godly habits
in our life, avoiding impulsivity, es-
caping into the past, or acting and
daydreaming upon the ideal that the
future will always be better. With at-
tentiveness, faithfulness and whole-
ness we need to savor each and every
moment God has given unto us and
make it worthy of His gift.

Psalm 34:8-10 tells us, “Oh, taste
and see that the Lord is good, blessed

warring in the

camps of the
world. However, they were true and
spiritual soldiers of the God, casting
down the devil by the confession of
Christ. Therefore, they merited palms
and crowns from the Lord by their
illustrious passion. We always offer
sacrifices for them (as you remem-
ber) as often as we celebrate the pas-
sions and days of the martyrs in the
annual commemoration.”

A pure heart will savor the time
spent in studying the Holy Bible, fo-
cusing on prayer, and finding enrich-
ment through service. If your circum-
stances become difficult in times to
come, Or encompass SOIrow, a pure
heart will approach these trials with
acceptance as
such times are not

We are further told, “Rejoice al-
ways, pray without ceasing, and in
everything give thanks; for this is the
Will of God in Christ Jesus for you”
(I Thessalonians 5:16-18).

Cyprian (c. 250) taught, “Nothing
distinguishes the unrighteous from
the righteous more than this; that in
affliction, the unrighteous man im-
patiently complains and blasphemes.
The righteous man is proved by his
patience.”

Third, in order to know the Will of
God for your life, pray for the Will
of God to find an open door in your
life. Redeem the time by living with
hope and trusting that the Will of God
will prevail in your life. When you
pray present your emotions, tempera-
ment, and will before the Lord. Pray
to the Lord that none of these things
will separate you from your love for
His Holy Name.

“For I am persuaded that neither
death nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor height
nor depth, nor any other created
things, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans
8:38-39).

Tertullian (c. 198) steadfastly be-
lieved that, “The exercise of prayer
should not only be free from anger,
but from all mental disturbances
whatever. Prayer should be uttered
from a spirit like the Spirit to whom
it is sent. For a defiled spirit cannot
be acknowledged by a Holy Spirit,
nor a sad one by a joyful one, nor a
fettered one by a free one...But what

reason is there to go to

completely de-
void of happiness
when one is filled
with peace by his
relationship with
the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Earthly accomplish-
ments and earthly gain
may only be short lived
but dwelling within the
Will of God can have
life eternal as a benefit.

prayer with hands in-
deed washed, but the
spirit foul?”

Prayer can serve as
our protection from
the most intense evil
and pain when we talk
to God. Also, prayer

St. Clement of
Alexandria (c.
195) taught, “Although disease, ac-
cident, and ... death come upon the
spiritual man ...by the power of God
they become the medicine of salva-
tion. Through discipline, they benefit
those who are difficult to reform.
They are allotted according to what
is deserved by providence, which is
truly good.”

Moments of happiness, joy, and
reflection at such undesired times
give us all a tiny glimpse of what
Eternity with the Lord Jesus Christ
must be like. Further, separating
yourself from a predisposition to-
wards blaming the Lord and/or oth-
ers for your circumstances is redeem-
ing the time and walking in the Will
of our Lord.

The Holy Gospel of St. Matthew
6:34 tells us, “Do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about its own things. Sufficient for
the day is its own trouble.”

Coptic Visa-Nix Scandal:
Embassy Probed

By Niles Lathem
New York Post Correspondent

Washington- The State Department
has launched an investigation into
whether hard-line Islamic employees
at the U.S Embassy in Egypt are
working behind the scenes to deny
visas to Coptic Christians, The Post
has learned

State Department officials are
closely examining 15 to 20 Egyptian
employees of the embassy’s consu-
lar section after top officials received
complaints from lawyers and human-
rights groups about discriminatory
behavior toward the Copts seeking
visas to the United States, sources
said.

Hundreds, possibly thousands, may
have been wrongly denied visas,
sources said.

In a recent meeting organized by
Rep. Frank Wolf (R-Va.), top State
Department officials were told that
these employees, who conduct
prescreening interviews and transla-
tions, appear to have unusual influ-
ence over a process that is supposed
to be controlled by Americans.

“This is a widespread problem that
we have been aware of for some time.
Now, however, there are people step-
ping forward and are making formal
complaints,” said Father Keith
Roderick, head of the Coalition for
the Defense of Human Rights, who
attended the meeting.

Among those making complaints to

the State Department is a Christian
man who was seeking to donate a
kidney to an uncle in New Jersey.

He says he was twice told to re-
move the cross he was wearing if he
wanted a visa. He refused and was
denied a visa.

Another is a woman who was
scheduled to speak at a recent human-
rights conference in Washington
about what it is like to live in a Mus-
lim-dominated country.

She claimed embassy officials de-
manded to see her speech.

She and two other Egyptian Copts
were denied a visa while Egyptian
Muslims were granted visas.

They have asked that their names
not be made public for fear of retali-
ation in Egypt.

There have also been complaints
that these employees keep posters in
the embassy promoting supporters of
the Hamas terror group.

“This should be a concern because
if they can influence who they can
keep out of the United States, they
could also influence who can get in,”
said Caroline Doss, a Jersey City
immigration lawyer who presented
State Department officials with affi-
davits from Coptic Christian clients.

Wolf, who heads a subcommittee
that controls the State Department’s
budget, had no comment because he
is conducting a separate probe.

State Department officials
wouldn’t comment.

New York Post, 26 December 2005.

can be more than just
ameans of talking to God; it can also
incorporate patience in waiting for a
response during overwhelmingly dif-
ficult times.

Finally, St. Clement of Alexandria
(c. 195) summarized redeeming the
time for the devout Christian in this
manner, “The whole life of the spir-
itual man is a holy festival. His sac-
rifices are prayers, praises, and read-
ings in Scriptures before meals. They
are psalms and hymns during meals
and before bed—and prayers also
again during the night. By these, the
spiritual man unites himself to the di-
vine choir.”

Let us all be alert in redeeming the
time as we so often pray, “...but de-
liver us from evil in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”

God bless all of your endeavors to
redeem the time this New Year.

His Grace Bishop Youssef is Bishop
of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of
the Southern United States
(Www.suscopts.org).
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2006 Challenge

Thomas L. Friedman

I’d like to thank Iran’s president, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, for his observation that the Nazi
Holocaust against the Jews was justa “myth.” You
justdon’t see world leaders expressing themselves
so honestly anymore - not about the Holocaust,
but about their own anti-Semitism and the real
character of their regimes.

But since Iran’s president has raised the subject
of “myths,” why stop with the Holocaust? Let’s
talk about Iran. Let’s start with the myth that Iran
is an Islamic “democracy” and that Ahmadinejad
was democratically elected.

Sure he was elected - after all the Iranian re-
formers had their newspapers shut down, and par-
ties and candidates were banned by the unelected
clerics who really run the show in Tehran. Sorry,
Ahmadinejad, they don’t serve steak at vegetar-
ian restaurants, they don’t allow bikinis at nudist
colonies, and they don’t call it “democracy” when
you ban your most popular rivals from running.
So you are nothing more than a shah with a turban
and a few crooked ballot boxes sprinkled around.

And speaking of myths, here’s another one: that
Iran’s clerics have any popularity with the broad
cross-section of Iranian youth. This week,
Ahmadinejad exposed that myth himself when he
banned all Western music on Iran’s state radio and
TV stations. Whenever a regime has to ban cer-
tain music or literature, it means it has lost its hold
on its young people. It can’t trust them to make
the “right” judgments on their own. The state must
do it for them. If Ahmadinejad’s vision for Iran is
so compelling, why does he have to ban Beethoven
and the Beatles?

A Shah in a Turban

And before we leave this subject of myths, let
me add one more: the myth that anyone would
pay a whit of attention to the bigoted slurs of Iran’s
president if his country were not sitting on a dome
of oil and gas. Iran has an energetic and educated
population, but the ability of Iranians to innovate
and realize their full potential has been stunted
ever since the Iranian revolution. Iran’s most fa-
mous exports today, other than oil, are carpets and
pistachios - the same as they were in 1979, when
the clerics took over.

Sad. Iran’s youth are as talented as young Indi-
ans and Chinese, but they have no chance to show
it. Iran has been reduced to selling its natural re-
sources to India and China - so Chinese and In-
dian youth can invent the future, while Iran’s
young people are trapped in the past.

No wonder Ahmadinejad, like some court jester,
tries to distract young Iranians from his failings
by bellowing anti-Jewish diatribes and banning
rock ‘n’ roll.

What is a fact is the danger someone like
Ahmadinejad would pose if his country developed
a nuclear weapon. But that is where things are
heading. Iran has so much oil money to sprinkle
around Europe it doesn’t worry for a second that
the Europeans would ever impose real sanctions
on Tehran for refusing to open its nuclear program.

“The West has lost its leverage,” notes Gal Luft,
an energy expert at the Institute for the Analysis
of Global Security. Europe is addicted to Iran’s
oil and to Iran’s purchases of European goods. At
the same time, the Iranian regime has been very
clever at petro-diplomacy.

After the United States invaded Afghanistan and
Iraq, “the Iranians knew they needed an insurance
policy,” Luft added. “So they did two things: they
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concentrated on developing a bomb and went out
and struck gas deals with one-third of humanity -
India and China,” the world’s two fastest-grow-
ing energy consumers. So it is highly unlikely that
China would ever allow the UN Security Council
to impose sanctions on Iran.

The whole world seems to be getting bought off
these days by oil. Gerhard Schroder, the former
German chancellor, just became chairman of a
Russian-German gas pipeline project - controlled
by the Russian government - that he championed
while in office. The man just stepped down as the
leader of Germany and now he’s working for the
Russians! I guess Jack Abramoff was not avail-
able.

The word from the White House is that Presi-
dent George W. Bush is trying to figure out a theme
for his State of the Union speech and for his next
three years.

Mr. President, what more has to happen - how
many more Katrinas, how much more reckless
behavior by Iran, how many more allies bought
off by petro-dollars - before you realize that there
is only one thing to do for the next three years:
Lead America and the world in an all-out push to
conserve energy, reduce dependence on oil and
develop alternatives?

Because three more years of $60-a-barrel oil will
undermine everything good in the world that the
United States wants to do - and that’s no myth.

The New York Times
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Ending the Silent War in Egypt

Hala Mustafa

While much attention has been paid to the violent
attacks and intimidation directed at the opposition
during Egypt’s recent parliamentary elections, the
involvement of the country’s security forces in
political life is not limited to this sort of visible
confrontation. The real threat of Egypt’s state se-
curity apparatus, as in many other Middle Eastern
states, is that it continues to secretly manipulate
the entire political system. American and domes-
tic efforts to promote political reform in the re-
gion will achieve only cosmetic changes, of the
kind we’ve seen so far, unless this clandestine
chokehold is broken.

In Egypt, it is no secret that the security serv-
ices are deeply involved in the ruling National
Democratic Party (NDP), selecting high-level of-
ficials and most of the party’s candidates for elec-
tions. As a result, in the recent parliamentary elec-
tions, many official NDP candidates were defeated
by party dissidents who ran as independent candi-
dates. Nominees of the secret police, it turns out,
aren’t popular with voters.

Even the NDP Policies Committee — estab-
lished three years ago as the party’s vehicle for
reform — could not escape the clutches of the se-

curity services, which promoted a group of phony
reformers to positions of influence and visibility
in a false response to America’s call for political
change. Meanwhile, genuine liberal voices were
excluded, making reform from within impossible.
Such practices are not limited to the highest ranks
of'the party: Recruitment for all positions is based
on loyalty to security authorities rather than merit,
qualifications, political background or experience.

The media are subjected to the same control.
Even private, independent papers are held hostage
to the security services, which have the power to
license and shut down any newspaper and which
exercise similar control over the granting of li-
censes to journalists. The same goes for TV sta-
tions - including al-Hurra, the U.S.-sponsored sat-
ellite channel, which is supposed to be providing
uncensored news from an American point of view.

From the beginning, al-Hurra’s operation in
Egypt was subject to the covert control of the se-
curity services, a fact that is not always apparent
to those who oversee the station from Washing-
ton. The services have close ties to some of the
station’s directors and handpick many correspond-
ents. They even have final say over which guests
appear on programs. As a result, anyone who has
paid careful attention to the tone and opinions of
the regular programming will notice that liberal,

progressive, open-minded views are presented al-
most apologetically. While al-Hurra is supposed
to be a vibrant, fresh forum for freedom, it has
failed to provide a real space for balanced views,
and so it has been incapable of competing with
the “Islamic” al-Jazeera and “pan-Arabist” al-
Arabiya channels.

Unless the security services are reined in, real
political change and efforts to implement “reform
from within” will continue to be blocked in Egypt
and across the Middle East. The enlightened po-
litical elite will remain powerless, individuals who
can make genuine contributions will be system-
atically targeted, moderate groups and trends will
continue to be excluded, and most citizens will
remain absent from political life (as was unfortu-
nately demonstrated in the recent elections, in
which the overwhelming majority of Egyptians
did not vote). In a word, the political arena will
still echo only one voice.

The “silent war” waged by the security services
will keep Egypt stuck at square one, caught be-
tween the closed, security-obsessed regime and
the Islamic fundamentalists. Is that the future we
desire?

Editor of Al-Ahram’s quarterly journal al-
Dimugratia (Democracy). The Washington Post
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Goodwill to All Men (Except the Moaners)

Julie Burchill

I’ve always liked Christmas; I like comfort and
joy, basically, so it appealed to me equally when I
was without faith as it does now that I have some.
Goodwill to all men is my outlook during Decem-
ber — that is, to all except the stinking miseries
who complain about it.

The point about Christmas in the free world is
that people are just that — free to celebrate it ex-
actly how they like. If they want to ignore it, steer
completely clear of tinsel, have a cheese sandwich
for lunch and watch Sopranos videos all day, they
can do that. If they want to feed the homeless,
they can do that. If they want to spend the day
quietly with those they love — or even with their
families! — they may do so. And if they want to
spend it at the mosque or at church, they can do
that too. And no one will stop them from doing
any of these. What a truly amazing thing to be
able to say.

When I hear people complaining about Christ-
mas becoming too selfish, hedonistic and com-
mercialised, I never fail to marvel at their self-
righteousness, uptightness and lack of ability to
see beyond the superficial. And the whiners are as
bad as the complainers — those people for whom
the problem pages telling one How-To-Deal-With-
Christmas-Stress exist, and who never fail to re-

mind us that 67% of families row at Christmas.
Then there are the warners, who are only too happy
to bear the glad tidings that 80,000 people will end
up in casualty this Christmas as the result of acci-
dents in the home; apparently, vicious Christmas
trees are responsible for 950 of these.

As we whine about the great burden of celebrat-
ing Christmas in freedom, maybe it wouldn’t hurt
us to remember what Christians in other countries
have lived through in recent years. This may re-
mind us that, in the greater scheme of things, a few
pine needles in the shag-pile aren’t a tragedy.

What I would ask you to do is contact the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan, be it by e-mail or letter, and
protest to it about the appalling lack of human rights
in that country. Our images of Pakistan this year
have been those of the blameless victims of the
earthquake. But under the current regime there are
victims whose plight the Government is not so
happy to make public.

Christians in Pakistan have always suffered in
this militantly Islamic nation but since the intro-
duction of the 1986 blasphemy laws they have lived
in terror.

The first two sections of the blasphemy law, re-
garding defiling sacred objects or outraging the
religious feelings of others, apply to all religions
equally. The later two protect only Islam. Damag-
ing a copy of the Koran will get you life imprison-
ment, while defiling the name of Muhammad is

punishable by death. This last one, Section 295C,
is easily abused as the offence can be one of speech
alone, even without intent. There is no penalty for
false accusation, making this law a blank cheque
for the malicious — and as police and courts give
far greater credibility to the testimony of Muslim
witnesses, Christians come off far worse when it
is the word of one person against another. Even
when acquitted, Christians have been murdered
by zealots, as have judges who have acquitted
Christians.

All around the world the story is the same —
the massacre, enslavement and forced conversion
to Islam of more than a million Sudanese Chris-
tians; thousands of Christians murdered or driven
from their homes over the past decade by Islamist
mobs in Indonesia; rape, kidnapping and forced
conversion of Christians in Egypt; the list goes on
and on.

Whatever, it is obviously too much to expect the
Queen, or any of our neutered church Establish-
ment, to speak up for their persecuted brothers and
sisters abroad — but you could do it. Why not use
a spare half an hour to write a letter or send an e-
mail that in some small way may go towards help-
ing the Christians of Pakistan enjoy even a tiny
part of the freedom that we of all faiths — and
none — in this country take so much for granted?

The Times

Christian TV Hits Egypt’s Airwaves

Sarah Gauch

Aghapy TV, the first completely Christian,
Egyptian-run television channel, is hitting the
airwaves at a particularly delicate time.

Aimed at promoting the teachings of the Coptic
Christian faith around the world, the station made
its debut last month with 24-hour programming
that will eventually include church services,
documentaries on saints, and family programs, all
in several languages. Funded by donations from
around the world and owned by the Coptic Church,
it airs on a US-operated satellite network.

Aghapy TV’s executive director, Father Bishoy
Al-Antony, says the channel’s goal is to foster
better relations between Copts, who make up about
10 percent of Egypt’s population, and the Muslim
majority. “Our aim is to get Christians and
Muslims closer together,” he says. “God is love,
and we will show them our God and our love.”

But the effort comes amid growing tensions
between Christians and Muslims. Just weeks
before Aghapy’s debut, sectarian riots broke out
in Alexandria, killing three people. Parliamentary
elections, which end Thursday, are giving surprise
victories to the fundamentalist Muslim
Brotherhood.

Copts and Muslims trade insults in Internet chat
rooms and Islamic satellite programs criticize
Christianity, while non-Egyptian Christian satellite
stations target Islam. Analysts worry that a station
like Aghapy could deepen the sectarian divide.

Copts and Muslims talk nostalgically about a
time when religious affiliation mattered far less.
That was before the 1970s, when former Egyptian
President Anwar Al-Sadat began supporting
Islamic groups in a bid to counter leftist groups.

Sadat announced that he was a Muslim president
for a Muslim nation, and made Islamic law Egypt’s
main source of legislation.

While Egypt’s constitution provides religious
freedoms for citizens, the Hamayonic Decree, a
remnant from Ottoman law, remains in force,
requiring a presidential permit to build, renovate,
or even make minor repairs to churches.

Discrimination prevents Copts from serving in
senior government posts, the police, and military.
No Copts are governors or public university deans.
Earlier this month, US lawmakers warned that
their support for US aid to Egypt will depend on
greater governmental protection for Copts.

“Why not let a Copt work in government?” says
Bassem, a Coptic accountant, who had aspired to
be a diplomat. “In our universities you can’t enter
certain colleges. It’s clear: You’re a Copt, you can’t
enter.”

Analysts say that discrimination against Copts
has contributed to the rise in sectarian violence.
In late 2004, thousands of Christian protesters
clashed with police over the alleged forced
conversion of a priest’s wife to Islam. In 2000, 21
Christians were killed when sectarian fighting
erupted in the southern village of Kosheh.

The tensions between Copts and Muslims are
rooted in an increasing segregation, commentators
say. With the country more fundamentally
religious and with government services in decline,
Muslims have tended to turn to mosques for help,
while, more recently, Christians have turned to
their churches.

Some private companies restrict their hiring to
a particular sect, while schools often inculcate in
children a sense of religious distinctions.

“More and more day-to-day life revolves around
the church for Copts and around the mosques for
Muslims, which makes them more divided,” says

Mounir Fakhry Abdel Nour, a Copt and former
parliamentarian with the opposition Wafd party.
“This is an extremely dangerous situation.”

The gains of the Muslim Brotherhood during the
elections, using the slogan “Islam is the solution,”
are chilling for some Copts. “It’s a catastrophe,”
says Adel, a Coptic manager at a glassmaking firm.
“It will make our situation much worse.”

Indeed, a senior member of the Muslim
Brotherhood argued last week against letting
Christians hold senior leadership positions. “If we
are to apply the Islamic rule, which says that non-
Muslims have no guardianship over Muslims, then
a Christian may not be president,” Mohamed
Habib insisted.

Government officials argue that they are
addressing the sectarian tensions in Egypt.
“Whenever there is a complaint, we act right
away,” says Osama Al-Baz, President Hosni
Mubarak’s political adviser. “Not through police
measures, but by amicable means, by talking to
people and telling them that it is a travesty of
justice to treat a non- Muslim differently than a
Muslim.”

Some civil groups are trying to bridge the
divides. After the riots in Alexandria, two
nongovernmental organizations conducted a fact-
finding mission there, later recommending that a
committee of both religions be formed to discuss
solutions. Egypt’s National Council of Human
Rights, which has close ties to the government,
also is studying sectarian problems.

Activists say that greater democratic reforms will
strengthen religious rights. “With freedom and
democracy and the right to participate,” says
Fahmy Howeidy, a political analyst, “people will
believe that this is their country, to build together.”

The Christian Science Monitor (abridged)
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Tracing

the
people’s
history

In an attempt to trace how modern-day Egyptians finally
came to be what they are today, and to refute the con-
troversy that occasionally arises over their origins and the
origin of their traditions, Watani is printing a monthly series
on the history of the Egyptian people—as opposed to the
widely known ‘official’ history of the rulers of Egypt. The
first episode of the series demonstrated that ancient Egyp-
tians were a mixture of both Hamite and Shemite races.
Once the first ‘Egyptians’ settled down to an agricultural
life on the banks of the Nile, it was natural that they should
look around them and try to understand their universe.
The life-giving sun

embodied cycles of ‘death’ and ‘rebirth’, formed the basis
of their spiritual and intellectual life. Thus the ancient Egyp-
tian religion emerged, based in principle upon the concept
of an afterlife and the conflict between good and evil. De-
spite the seemingly polytheistic nature of the Egyptian re-
ligion, it was in fact a religion of one god, and had much in
common with the Christian faith which followed. Egypt fig-
ured several times in the Bible and its history often
crossed paths with that of the Hebrews. When St Mark
preached Christianity to the Egyptians they were
ready—heart and soul—to accept and embrace it, and to

die for it. Their culture

and the River Nile, —; - = T continued uninter-
. = I =

both of which dom- i ",‘,i:‘ rupted along the

inated their environ- ! same line as their

ment and their very ancestors—albeit col-

oured with Christian
overtones.

existence, and both
of which in essence

b Kt
Egyptian Society

Egyptologists describe the hierarchical society of
pharaonic times as pyramidal. The stability of the
pyramid expressed Egyptian religious and secular. - .
organisation, which prevailed with little interruption virtues were self-control, moderation, kindness, ge
or change for over two and half millennia. erosity, justice and truthfulness tempered by di

cretion. This wisdom reflects the principle mfaat
At thetop

encouraged by the principal deity Ra as the basis
The apex of the social pyramid was, of course, th

Egyptian civilisation. Part of this often-copied text i
king. The pharaoh’s body was mortal, but his essend€served on schoolboy’s wooden tablets from th
was divine. He imbibed divinity like mother's milk Few Kingdom (Carnavon Tablet 1) in the Egyptiap
by suckling from the cow-goddess Hathour. Thenuseum.
main function of the king was to presemeat or There were also the landed gentry. These lan
Justice; the proper order of things. In order to fulfil@Wners were.moskt] ofter%ymehmberi olfdthehroyal fami
this function, the king was also the high priest wh" retainers in Pharaoh's household who were ep
presented the offerings to the gods. dowed with property from the monarch’s estates,
pical-pattern in a patriarchal society.

Middleand base

The bureaucrats, the army, priests and landow;
f5gether formed the middle section of the pyrami
Egyptian society. At different periods of history, o
or, another of these groups had a superior posi

Erian Labib Hanna

ave been more or less on equal footing.

€The base of the social pyramids was compose

he working class: servants, farmers and craftsn

They were subject as well to being called upon

&0 forced labour in conjunction with royal projec
though they were probably not the ‘oppress|

uilders of the pyramids and temples.

aThe size of the royal funerary complexes from

n

[on

h
t
Whh respect to the others, but overall they appedr

H ofn ‘the book of genealogy thep

ediam” (Mt1:1)

Pope Shenouda lll

Introduction
tothefour Gospels
The Gospelof Matthew(s)

The Numerical
Stylein the Gospel
of Matthew

Among the prominent characterrother, ‘Race’ whoever says,

istics that distinguishes the GospelYou fool!" " (Mt5: 22)

of Matthew is the numerical style ¢ Three types of worship in se-

which facilitates the study of thecret are mentioned: "When you do

Gospel. Some of the numbers ofa charitable deed when you

ten used by St. Matthew are: 2, 3pray.....when you fast....." (Mt6).

5 & 7. How he used each of these « Three types of request are men-

numbers, this we will explain here:tioned: "Ask....seek...knock...."

(Mt7: 7).

The number (2): « St. Matthew records three times
It is use to refer to the number ofhe sinners said to the Lord "in
Gmething, or to compare betweeNour name” : "Lord, have we not

o things or two persons. prophesied in Your name, and
. done many wonders in Your

(2) numerically pame?" (Mt7: 22)

* Three times the Lord said, "Do

ot fear" (Mt10: 26, 28, 31).

e Three times He said, "is not

&vorthy of Me." (Mt10: 37, 38).

" « The woes were given to three

cities that did not repent: "Chor-

h@hapters, one containing the Bea?l\illtri]l_;l' Zlgfeztgsmda; Capernaum
n :

Fh
e number
used:

drord Christ, St. Matthew in his
tGospel mentions that He is "th
sSon of David, the Son of Abra

Also there are two contradicting

Pharaoh’s power was maintained by governmerW time of the First Dynasty onwards indicates that the ).
bureaucrats and military supporters whose influence was surplus agricultural production, and hence p og?ndiﬁs t%hgtg\/)éein(?vlttgg) other con- " ee “types of eunuchs are
reached its acme during the New Kingdom (1550 - _ ably a surplus labour force as well, which could |b 9 ; mentioned: those born thus from

diverted from the activities needed merely to sus
life. Rather than seizing farmers from the fields,
king’s agents probably lured the unemployed to wj
in mines and quarries, or serve in theyarm

1000B.C.). Burgeoning priesthoods stood in for the
pharaoh in the temple services for the gods, an
maintained the royal mortuary cults. Admission to
this élite group was obtained through education
which for the ancient Egyptian meant being trainec
as a scribe. Despite the autocratic nature of th
Egyptian government, scribal training was access
ible to young boys from every class of society,
thus providing a measure of democracy and equi
opportunity.

Copticera

During the Coptic era, the Egyptian Pharaoh
replaced by the Roman ruler. The élite compri
the men of authority, the officers, those who H
obtained citizenship in the Greek cities such
Alexandria, Ptolemia, and Nokratis; and import
Man of peace people in society. Only priests of high positiol

Ptah-hotp, said to have been a vizier during th
reign of the Fifth Dynasty pharaoh Isesi, prepared
set of instructions for his son to adhere to in dealing
with all classes of people. These precepts show th
the ideal official was a man of peace whose cardini L=

The Nageib
Malrjosg prize

A

were regarded as the common people and mo
them were poor and needy. They were part of
base of the society. The monks did not pay taxeq
privilege of which they were deprived during t

This year, the annual Naguib Mahfouz prize f eh Sam
best novel went to Youssef Abu-Rayya for h y
Lailat Ours (A Wedding Nightpublished by al-

Houda works in a butcher shop and lives in
small room in a shabby house that belongs to g
old woman. His neighbours include a painter an

American University in Cairo to honour Nobel Laureatdumb, people are in the habit of speaking freely in front

Naguib Mahfouz' birthday in November every year. him on any topic. Houda's real trouble begins when h
Rayya, who began writing in the 1970s, launched hpent-up sexuality gets the better of him and he harasses

works with a collection of short storiesl-Doha al-Aali  butcher’s beautiful second wife.

(High Morn), followed by Aks al-Rih (Against the Wind),

Wish al-Fagr (Face of the Dawn), Atash al-Sabbar (Cactu§onspiracy

Thirst), andAl-Gazira al-Baidaa’ (The White Island) In revenge, the butcher plots a conspiracy with the to

sorcerer to destroy Houda psychologically. They conving

Knowstoo much him that the butcher has forgiven him, and is even willing {
A Wedding Nightevolves around the life of a dumb manhelp him get married to a young woman whom the butch

Houda, who is very intelligent and knows much about tlensiders will make a good bride. Meanwhile the butch

lives of the members of the community around him. Herepares an effeminate young man to act as the bride. M

knows all the little secrets of social corruption in his smalleople do not oppose these preparations because they

this crisis is but a reflection of the crisis of the Arab inHowever one person reveals the truth to Houda. Out of H
tellectual, who feels handicapped in a society that pldts/e, the painter's wife tells him what is going on behind th
against him, just as the population of the small town plottedgoenes. The ‘wedding’ fails, the conspiracy fails, the dun
be rid of Houda because he knew too much. man disappears from town, and so does the painter’s wife.

Wit ani Mai |

Compiled by Victor Salama P;"{i-l

to the fruit seller and find the sizes abnormally largd
ask: "Is this fruit normal?" The usual reply is: "Sure,
was only treated with hormones." So | ask: "How dd
this affect our health?"

Hafez Aziz, Girga, Upper Egypt

Real criminal

With every car accident, the driver is usually t
first and only person to blame. No doubt drivers’ red
lessness is behind many accidents, but it is certa]
not the only grounds. The carelessness of the vig
should not be discounted. Many drivers suddenly fif
someone crossing the road at places where pedest|

Quotes

» One who loses money loses a lot, one who lose
friend loses more, but one who loses himself los
everything.

« One is in harmony with others when one is able
feel their happiness and pain, and can respect tl
suffering even if it appears unimportant. are not allowed, even on highways and ramps up

« A good reputation is like an olive tree; it does not . ) ) own bridges and flyovers.
grow quickly but lives long. pronounces his verdict so conclusively. | understang ohsen Mehanna Walaan, Cairo

» The one who gives should remain silent, but thdat some—or many—people do not believe in
one who takes should tell. miracles, but this does not mean miracles do not exisi\/her e car sshould be

* Do not shed new tears for old pains. Zarif Kamel, Cairo | cannot help wondering why pedestrians stroll

* A community’s civilisation is measured by how it L where only cars should be. People are everywh
treats its weak, infants, aged, sick, and minorities. Food Criminals crossing wide streets such as Galaa’ and Ran
Nasser Ramzi Tamer, Assiut Former minister of agriculture Ahmed al-Leithi streets as well as bridge ramps—ijust at the pq

. candidly admitted that some vegetables and fruitghere cars accelerate up or down a bridge. Pedest]
A miracle? were treated with carcinogenic hormones which wergive themselves the liberty to wander about with

Last month the Cairo weeklBawt al-Umma imported into Egypt before he took up his post. Howgonsideration of safety rules; some are even prou
published an article by Khaled Montasser in whichver it is our public right to prosecute those who argheir ‘courage’ in jumping before a car without getti
he expressed scepticism of the news currently ctiesponsible, and to hold food criminals similar to wapurt. We have rules but people don’t respect the
culating that the grandson of TV announcer Faridgiminals—or do we have to keep silent as if peoplgedestrians as well as drivers.
al-Zzumurhad been miraculously healed of leukaemié our country didn’t count? Mary Tony Joseph, Cairo
by the Holy Virgin. Montasser commented that th¥Vaseem Mikhael, Cairo There are no traffic lights and no footbridge or u
recovery was only an illusion which no mind could_ derpass across Galaa' Street. How are people s
accept. | can only wonder whether the writer had ev&till no answer posed to get to the Metro or continue Downtown wi
heard or read about the apparitions of St Mary atwe have many questions for which we find no aneut crossing the street? In some cases, pedestri
Zeitoun, Cairo in April 1968, or at Assiut in 2000. Iswers, sometimes because those who have the answage to take their lives in their hands simply to crd
was among those who witnessed these events firgb not admit it for reasons of which we are all too welthe street. Which does not mean that there are
hand, and thus find it presumptuous that Montassgiare. | need an answer to one such question. When Irgekless pedestrians—but surely not all. The Editor

ain

b&nd a colt (the foal of a donkey)

h
were considered part of the élite. Ordinary prigs

hed

]
Hilal Publishing House in 2002. The prize is granted by thes wife with whom Houda is deeply in love. Because he (s

g

It

pters

town, but is unable to voice out these truths. Critics said thavenge for the fact that he knows all their horrid secrets;q |ife

b

n

Ep-- The Gospel of Matthew divided(

The Lord Christ, on entering ‘]e_heir mother's womb: those made

eunuchs by men; those who have
made themselves thus for the
{ingdom of heaven’s sake. (Mt19:
1

peusalem, was sitting on a donke

(Mt21: 6, 7).

St. Matthew also mentioned tha
the Lord cried out twice while on , .
48e cross: First He cried out with a * Even God's love is three lev-
doud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama els: with all the heart; with all the
agabachthani?" (Mt27: 46). The secsoul; and with all the mind (Mt22:
asnd time "He cried out again with37).

M loud voice, and yielded up His ¢ In His talk about John the Bap-
%Spirit_" (Mt27: 50). tist, the Lord repeated thrice the
STwice also St. Matthew men-words, "What did you go out to
ned a miracle of feeding andsee?" (Mt11:7-9)

ing the multitudes: The miracle < The Lord prohibited three mat-
the five loaves and two fishters: "do not be called: Rabi,.....do
" (Mt23:

t
L
(Mt14: 15-21); and the miracle ofnot be called teachers
the seven loaves and the few little3-10)

fish (Mt15: 32-38). « In His woes against the scribes
and Pharisees, the Lord said that
they paid tithe of three things:
€ ! . "mint, anise, and cummin," where-
cluding the following quotations as they neglected three mattes:
from the words of the Lord: justice,” mercy, and faith. (Mt23:
+ Speaking about the heavenlyp3s)

Heather, the Lord said that the Fa- .’with respect to oaths, the Lord
ther "makes His sun rise on thenentioned three types of oaths:
evil and on the good, and sendsye who swears by the altar....He
rain on the just and on the unjust.\yho swears by the temple....he
n(Mt5: 45) who swears by heaven...." (Mt23:
e + "No one can serve two maspg_pp)

You cannot serve God and, Three the Lord said He will

As for the comparison held,
"there are many examples, in-

emammon.” (Mt6: 24 . ;
I + The Lord’s talk about the nar-:(gﬂgésqm&?tgh)wse men, and
PYow gate and the wide gate; on€’, Three were given talents

Adlads to destruction, and the Othe(MtZS)

; many go by the wide gate,"’, : ;
nd few can find the narrow gate(Mt2P6e.tgg_gg)med the Lord thrice
b(M7: 13, 14). « Three also mocked the cru-

e The comparison between the ified Lord (Mt27- 39. 41. 44
wolves and the sheep (Mt7: 15). cified Lord ( : 39, 41, 44).

« The comparison between the * Three signs supporting faith ap-
good trees and the bad trees, a ared during the crucifixion: "the
{he fruits of each (Mt7: 16-18) veil of the temple was torn, the
it + The comparison between thefarth quaked, the graves were
ewo houses: the one built on the?Pened and many bodies of the
rock, and the other built on theSaints were raised.” (Mt27: 51, 52)
sand, and the end of each (Mt7:* Three women looked on the
24-27). crucifixion from afar: Mary Mag-

« The comparison between thedalene; Mary the mother of James
&wo types of virgins: the foolish, and Joses; and the mother of Zeb-
k?nd the wise (Mt25). edee’s sons (Mt27: 56).

t?y' The comparison between the * Three tasks the Lord entrusted
ood fish and the bad fish (Mt13:to His disciples after the resurrec-

&0 tion: to make disciples, to baptize,

bnd® The comparison between thosand to teach (Mt28: 19, 20)

who are well and need no phy-Thenumber (5):

sician, and those who are sick ands The parable of the five wise

need a physician; and between theirgins, and the five foolish vir-

righteous and the sinners to whongins (Mt25).

byHe came to call (Mt9: 12, 13). « The person who received five

eres The distinction between thosetalents, and gained five other tal-

Sed the right hand of the King, andents (Mt25).

ithose on His left hand in the Judg- « The miracle of feeding the five

dfent; and between the sheep anlousand with the five loaves

['the goats; the wicked who will go(Mt14: 17-21; 16: 9)

g? everlasting punishment, and thg he number (7):

ighteous who will go to eternal . The pook of genealogy con-
ffe (Mt25: 31-46). sisted of three series each con-

sisting of 14 generations (7x2)

Mt1)

hhe book of | into th « The miracle of feeding the mul-
€ Doox Of genealogy Into WNré&;yqes with seven loaves, and sev-
S&fqual divisions, each including 145 5rge baskets of the fragment
generations. were left (Mt15: 34-37).

NOe St. Matthew talks about the™, Forgiveness ought to be not
three magi who presented to th%nly seven times, but also up to
Lord gifts of gold, franklncense,sevent times seven (Mt18: 21:
and myrrh (Mt2: 11). - Yy Coed

* He mentions three visions seel%.).'rh Lord’s P tai
by Joseph the Carpenter (Mt1: 20, ° re(;euegtrs (SMtgyg_rl‘éc)’n ains sev-
2; l|—3|é 1ngi)éntions the three tempta. * The unclean spirit brings with
tions which the Lord Christ under-h'mTiivggsgﬂ;Jer; :gm;sd(mt%ﬁé 4L50)rcl
went (Mt4). :

. He(mer)ltions that the mission oPf the even brothers who married
Christ was to preach, to teach, an@ne woman, each taking her in
to heal (Mt4: 23). . marriage aftgr the death of his

« Nine Beatitudes are mentionedbrother (Mt22: 25)
that is, 3x3 (Mt5). All the above are mere examples

« Three levels of offences andof the numerical style employed
three punishments: "Whoever iy St. Matthew. The dear reader
angry with his brother without acan trace other various details in

[
Qs

The number (3):

r L] 1) L] L] 1) L] 1) 1] 1) L]
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