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All praise and thanks be to Allah,' and may His Blessings and
Peace be upon Prophet Muhammad, the last of the prophets,
and upon his family and companions.

Dear Readers,

May peace and Allah's Mercy and Blessings be upon you.? First
of all | would like to congratulate all those who have been
honored and chosen by Allah to perform the Hajj and visit His
Scared House. To you all, dear readers, | present these lines in
contemplation of a great Qur'an chapter. It is Surat Al-Hajj
(chapter 22) which every Muslim ought to comprehend and
ponder on its great verses and their meanings.

! All Arabs — Muslims as well as non-Muslims — refer to God using the word Allah
which means the One and Only True God. This term is not subject to gender (male
or female) or to plurality — a befitting and consistent emphasis on the
transcendence and Divine Majesty of the Creator. It is not only mentioned in the
Qur'an but in other religious scripture revealed to God’s messengers and prophets
such as the Hebrew Old Testament where the word Allah appears 89 times.

> This is the Islamic greeting As-salamu alaikom wa Rahmat Allahi wa Barakatoh.
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Glossary

#: alus ade Al La May Allah bless him and grant him peace.
3&: U5 e Exalted in Might and Glorified is He (Allah).?

RAA: lgic/4ic &) ) May Allah be pleased with him/her.
SWT: A 4lsw Far removed is Allah from any imperfection
and Most Exalted is He. Another translation: Glorified and
Highly Exalted is He.

Dhikr: <> Remembrance of Allah by the tongue and/or heart.
These include praising, thanking, praying to Allah and asking
for His Forgiveness.

Hajj: =~ is the Pilgrimage to Makkah (Mecca). The pilgrims
perform a series of ritual acts symbolic of the lives of Ibrahim
(Abraham) and his wife Hajar (Hagar) who gave him his first
son, Ismael (Ishmael). The acts also symbolize the solidarity of
Muslims worldwide.

Hijrah: 5 »¢)) is the migration of Prophet Muhammad () and
the first Muslims from Makkah to Madina due to religious
persecution.

lhram: ») ~Y) is a state which a Muslim must enter in order to
perform the Hajj or the ‘Umrah (minor pilgrimage) in which
certain practices are prohibited such as sexual intercourse,
hunting and using perfume. A pilgrim must enter into this
state before crossing the pilgrimage boundary, known as
Migat, by performing the ritual cleansing and wearing the
prescribed attire.

Ka’bah: %<1 is the name of the first house of worship
established for humanity according to the Qur’an (3:96). It was

* words of praising and glorifying Allah



rebuilt by by Prophet Abraham together with his son Ishmael
(peace be on them).

Rabb: —_ Lord of the Universe, the Creator, the Provider, the
Sustainer.

Shirk: &, is the converse of Tawheed, thus an invalidator
thereof. To commit shirk means to associate partners with
Allah or to ascribe to other than Allah what may be ascribed to
Him. This is a terrible sin in Islam.

Surah/Surat: s~ is a Qur'an chapter. The ending of the word
changes for pronunciation purposes.

Tagwa: <5 The Arabic word Tagwa has all the following
meanings: piety, righteousness, fear and love of Allah, being
conscious of Him and taking great care to avoid His
displeasure.

Tawaf: <5kl is a form of worship that involves walking
around the Ka’bah in circuits.

Tawheed: =4 is Islam’s most fundamental concept
confirming the Oneness and Uniqueness of the Creator and
that none has the right to be worshipped except Him.’
According to the Qur’an, this concept was also the main focus
of all Allah’s prophets and messengers to all nations.

Zakah: 3S ) is a certain amount of one’s property that is to be
paid to the poor and other recipients mentioned in detail in
the Qur’an (9:60).

4 i.e., in terms of our deeds, no one is entitled to what Allah is entitled to.



Surah 22 — Al-Hajj
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The translation:®

(1) O mankind, fear your Lord. Indeed, the convulsion of the
[final] Hour is a terrible thing. (2) On the Day you see it every
nursing mother will be distracted from that [child] she was
nursing, and every pregnant woman will abort her pregnancy,
and you will see the people [appearing] intoxicated while they
are not intoxicated; but the punishment of Allah is severe.
(3) And of the people is he who disputes about Allah without
knowledge and follows every rebellious devil. (4) It has been
decreed for every devil that whoever turns to him - he will
misguide him and will lead him to the punishment of the Blaze.
(5) O People, if you should be in doubt about the Resurrection,
then [consider that] indeed, We® created you from dust, then
from a sperm-drop, then from a clinging clot, and then from a
lump of flesh, formed and unformed - that We may show you.’
And We settle in the wombs whom We will for a specified
term, then We bring you out as a child, and then [We develop
you] that you may reach your [time of] maturity. And among
you is he who is taken in [early] death, and among you is he
who is returned to the most decrepit [old] age so that he
knows, after [once having] knowledge, nothing. And you see
the earth barren, but when We send down upon it rain, it
quivers and swells and grows [something] of every beautiful
kind. (6) That is because Allah is the Truth and because He
gives life to the dead and because He is over all things

> All translations of Qur’an verses in this book are according to Saheeh International.
® It is to be noted that the reference of God to Himself as "We" in many verses of
the Qur'an is necessarily understood in the Arabic language to denote grandeur
and power. In the English language this is known as the Royal We, where a plural
pronoun is used to refer to a single person holding a high office such as a monarch.
" our power and creative ability
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competent (7) And [that they may know] that the Hour is
coming — no doubt about it — and that Allah will resurrect
those in the graves.

This great surah is considered by the interpreters of the
Qur'an to be unique. Some of its verses were revealed to
Prophet Muhammad (#) during the daytime and some at
night, when he was traveling and when he was not, in Makkah
(Mecca) as well as in Madina, during peace and in wartime. It
is the only chapter with a title that matches the name of one
of the pillars of Islam.® There are no chapters with the titles:
Prayer, Fasting or Zakah — only Hajj.

One of the greatest purposes of Surat Al-Hajj is to establish
Tagwa® in the heart. The verses develop Tagwa in our souls in
a step-by-step approach throughout the entire surah which
starts with verses that do not seem at a first glance to be
directly linked to its title (the Hajj).

O mankind, fear10 your Lord. Indeed, the convulsion of the
[final] Hour is a terrible* thing. (22:1)

The first verse addresses all humanity, not only believers.
Allah (SWT) asks us all to establish Tagwa. The ‘convulsion of
the [final] Hour’ refers to the Day of Judgment forgotten by

® The Five Pillars of Islam are the framework of the Muslim life. They are the
testimony of faith, prayer, giving zakah, fasting during the month of Ramadan, and
the pilgrimage to Makkah once in a lifetime for those who are able.

See the glossary.
% The original Arabic word is a verb derived from the word Tagwa.
" awesome and overwhelming



many, who are completely absorbed in their worldly life,
though they are heading towards this Day every hour and
minute. Everyone will witness this Day, no matter how much
one tries to escape or deny its existence. It is coming with all
its horrors that will make a nursing mother turn her attention
away from her own baby (22:2). People will be in a state of
shock and distress which will make them appear as if they
were intoxicated.

Here one should reflect: What can | offer to save myself from
such horrors? Is there a way to salvation? What deeds can | do
and what qualities can | develop while | am still here in this
worldly life that will save me on this terrible Day?

Surat Al-Hajj provides the answers to all of these pressing
questions and concerns in a practical way. The verses show us
the source of heedlessness which plagues the mind, making it
oblivious of the Day of Resurrection.

The surah classifies people into different groups according to
their beliefs regarding this Day. Though an indisputable issue,
one group denies the existence of such Day. Their claims are
baseless and there is no evidence to support their argument.
These people follow personal inclinations as well as Satan,
who leads them astray by promising them (in their thoughts)
that this Day could not be possible, or that it is so far away.

Belief in the Resurrection is a cornerstone of faith — without it
one’s faith is never complete. It is crucial because all one’s

2 The Day of Resurrection is another name for the Day of Judgment. On this day,
Allah will resurrect everyone to be judged according to what they did in this worldly
life.
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decisions and actions in this life depend on it. This belief also
alleviates the burdens of life and reinforces the fact that this
worldly life is meant for toil, not for reward — a fact which we
sometimes forget.

Is there anyone who has never had a moment when one felt
that he (or she) was unjustly treated by others? Who has
never felt that the world lacks true and absolute justice? Who
has never felt that there must be a fair reckoning for what
goes on in this life; a fair court that is not based on subjective
human standards? Belief in the Resurrection makes negative
feelings (of frustration) stop where they should and the
believer continues to do good deeds, entrusting the Creator
with one’s rights when human courts fail to defend them.
There is a Day of Judgment, a Day of Recompense when every
soul will be paid in full that which it has earned.™ There will be
no injustice on that Day for there will be no sovereignty or
judgment except Allah’s and He is the Prevailing, the Just."*

I may do great good deeds but not reap the fruit of my labor in
this life for one reason or another. | may exert my utmost
effort but not get anything in return. My effort might not be
justly appreciated by my family, at work, or by my community.
Who will reward and compensate me? It is Allah (SWT). The
Day of Judgment is a day of rest and happiness for believers —
for the truthful ones whose hard work in this life was sincere.

Besides, when man lacks belief that there is a Watcher Who
observes him or a Recompense for whatever was earned of
good or evil in this life; when man feels far away from all these

B an expression from the Qur’an such as in 2:281
14 Al-Qahhar (the Prevailing) and Al-Adl (the Just) are among the names of Allah.
10



forms of supervision, his soul may entice him to commit
offences against others, to violate the rights of others, to
spread corruption and injustice in the earth. Belief in the Day
of Judgment deters man from committing such evils.

Verse 5 addresses the arrogant person who argues about Allah
and the Resurrection without knowledge. The verse addresses
him through logic and sense, not through faith — which only
works with a believer.

O People, if you should be in doubt about the Resurrection,
then [consider that] indeed, We™ created you from dust, then
from a sperm-drop, then from a clinging clot, and then from a
lump of flesh, formed and unformed - that We may show
you....(22:5)

How can you argue about the Resurrection or question the
ability of Allah (¥£) to give life to people after death? How can
you argue when it is He (SWT) who created humans from
dust? Adam was created from dust. What room is left for
argument when you see how an embryo grows, passing
through stages which the Qur’an mentioned hundreds of
years before these facts were discovered by scientists? Who
has made these astonishing stages? Who has perfected them?
Who other than Allah (SWT) can change a sperm-drop into a
clinging clot and a clinging clot into a lump of flesh?®® Who
dares to question the Almighty's ability to resurrect after this?

13 See footnote 6.

® The original Arabic word which was translated into ‘a lump of flesh’ is the word
mudghah which means a ‘chewed substance’. This is because of the somites at the
back of the embryo that “resemble teeth marks in a chewed substance” as
mentioned in The Developing Human, Moore and Persaud, 5t ed., p.8.
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This great verse then presents another image which stirs man
deeply, ringing alarm bells to awaken him from his oblivion. It
is a picture that makes him certain that the Day of Judgment
will inevitably come — no matter how much he may try to
escape or avoid it. The verse presents an image which we see
before our eyes day and night:

And you see the earth barren but when We send down upon it
rain, it quivers and swells and grows [something] of every
beautiful kind. (22:5)

To sense the greatness of this verse, we need to contemplate
the universe around us. Everything in it speaks of the Supreme
Power of its Creator. Who revives the dry and lifeless earth?
With His Power, Allah (SWT) sends down upon it rain that
gives life back to it and makes it fruitful. If man links the words
of this verse to his observations of the universe, he will
abandon his arrogance, his stubbornness and baseless
insistence regarding Allah’s ability (SWT) to bring us back to
life.

After belief in the Resurrection has been established; after
knowing that the Hour is coming — no doubt about it — and
that Allah will resurrect those in the graves (22:7); now that
you know that there will be a fair trial where people are going
to be judged according to their deeds and behaviors, you are
left to choose your path in this life. Do what you will, but
always remember that you will be judged for everything you
do. Surat Al-Hajj reinforces this truth, which is absent from
many minds.
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But one may wonder why the verses discuss belief in the
Resurrection when the surah is about the Hajj. Glorified is
Allah, the Almighty! The Qur’an is miraculous and unique in
every way: the harmony between the verses and the chapters,
the order of the verses in every chapter, the parables, etc. The
link between the Resurrection and the Hajj is that the latter is
a preview of the Day of Resurrection, on a small scale. The
rites of the Hajj are one of the most powerful things that instill
in us the belief in the Day of Resurrection. If you want to get
the feel of this, you should perform the Hajj. What one sees in
the Hajj summons the Day of Resurrection to the mind: big
crowds standing, waiting, looking sleepless, weary and fragile;
the submissiveness of people to Allah; their simple clothing
that does not distinguish between rich and poor, or black and
white. Those pilgrims left behind them their worldly life — their
businesses, their children and everything that distracts them
from their Creator. All supplicate constantly, humbly asking
Allah (SWT), the One God, the King. They all seek one common
thing: mercy and forgiveness from the Generous Lord.

These awesome scenes remind us of the Day of Resurrection.
But pilgrims gathering in the sacred sites — Arafat, Mina,
Muzdalifah, etc. — still belong to this world where one has a
chance to do good deeds and correct one’s paths. The Hajj
itself is a great deed. On the Day of Resurrection, however, we
will gather but that will not be the time for deeds and only
judgment will be awaiting us. This is the link that everyone
performing the Hajj should remember. Everyone standing at
Mount Arafat should remember the horrific situation which
will inevitably come. A pilgrim moving from Mina to Arafat to
Muzdalifah should remember the progression from one
station to another on the Day of Resurrection. Remind
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yourself of the state you will be in and never forget that you
still have the chance to do good before it is too late.

Belief in the Resurrection is present throughout Surat Al-Hajj,
thus emphasizing the importance of Tagwa. This belief should
become the main motivation that drives man to work hard in
this life and be equipped for the Hereafter — sacrificing worldly
things for an immortal life. When a pilgrim summons these
meanings, he or she can perform Hajj Mabroor.” The only
reward for such a Hajj is Paradise.

It is the Hajj accepted by Allah — one which was performed without doing
any wrong.
14
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The translation:

(8) And of the people is he who disputes about Allah without
knowledge or guidance or an enlightening book [from Him], (9)
Twisting his neck [in arrogance] to mislead [people] from the
way of Allah. For him in the world is disgrace, and We will
make him taste on the Day of Resurrection the punishment of
the Burning Fire [while it is said], (10) "That is for what your
hands have put forth and because Allah is not ever unjust to
[His] servants." (11) And of the people is he who worships
Allah on an edge. If he is touched by good, he is reassured by
it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his face [to the other
direction]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is
what the manifest loss is. (12) He invokes instead of Allah that
which neither harms him nor benefits him. That is what the
extreme error is. (13) He invokes one whose harm is closer
than his benefit - how wretched the protector and how
wretched the associate. (14) Indeed, Allah will admit those
who believe and do righteous deeds to gardens beneath which
rivers flow. Indeed, Allah does what He intends. (15) Whoever
should think that Allah will not support [Prophet Muhammad]
in this world and the Hereafter - let him extend a rope to the
ceiling, then cut off [his breath],*® and let him see: will his
effort remove that which enrages [him]? (16) And thus have
We sent the Qur'an down as verses of clear evidence and
because Allah guides whom He intends.

18 i.e., hang himself
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The verses then present another group of people who may
believe in the Resurrection, but this belief has no real effect
on their lives. Their faith is weak, unable to prevent them from
being subservient to this worldly life and its demands. Allah
(SWT) describes this group of people as follows:

And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is
touched by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by
trial, he turns on his face [to the other direction]. He has lost
[this] world and the Hereafter. That is what the manifest loss
is. (22:11)

Here the relationship with Allah () is one based on benefit.
These people worship Allah as long as this worship brings
worldly benefits such as increase in wealth, good health and
blessed children. The more Allah (SWT) increases worldly
benefits for this group of people, the more they become pious
and draw themselves closer to Him. However, when things do
not go their way and the tide begins to turn, they start to
grumble and fall behind in their duties towards Allah (35).
With trials and afflictions, their confidence in their Lord begins
to wane. One may address the Lord saying, “O Rabb, | pray to
you more than ever, | performed the Hajj and became more
devout. But the more | try to get closer to You, the worse my
lot in this life becomes?!”

Such reproach is not acceptable. My relationship with Allah
(&) should be consistent, not dependant on circumstances. |
love Him in good times and in bad times, in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness, and | love Him when the
world is going my way and when it is going against me. My
criteria should not be linked to the world; the real criteria

17



should be my trust and absolute belief in Allah (SWT). This
unshakable trust in the Lord makes me confident that when
He prevents me from having what | desire, it is for my own
good. | may not comprehend the wisdom of a calamity that
befalls me, a setback in business, wealth or heath; but for a
believer, everything that befalls him or her has a good
outcome. During good times the believer is grateful and
drawing closer to Allah () while during hardship he is
patient. In both cases he is a winner.

The verses of Surat Al-Hajj aim at developing this kind of
relationship between man and Allah. It is a relationship of
absolute trust in Allah (SWT) and an unshakable faith that He
does not choose for His believing servants except what is best.
This trust is part of perfect worship.

In Hadith Qudsi®® our Lord (SWT) says,

«Lﬁ 95;.\/9 !uku.u};/d.g: \j»

I am as My servant expects me to be.

We should, therefore, expect our supplications to be
answered when we ask Allah (SWT) and we should expect His
forgiveness when we repent (as Al-Qurtubi says).

Consider the situation of Prophet Muhammad (%) when he
was attacked and driven out from At-Ta'if by its people. He
travelled to them, undergoing pains to call them to Islam, but
was met with rejection. Moreover, they made their boys

¥ Hadith Qudsi is a saying by Prophet Muhammad (4) where the words are
attributed directly to Allah (SWT).
18



throw stones at him. Did he give up? Was his trust in his
Creator (SWT) shaken? Not for one moment. He complained
to his Rabb (SWT) with words that included the following:

Vs o p S il L S e e W G WY
LN TEY, Ja

If Your anger is not directed at me, then | care not (what they
do). | will keep asking for Your forgiveness until You are
pleased with me. And there is no might or power except with
You.

This is the steadfast faith. This type of faith is what we need.
Weak trust in Allah (SWT), the lack of it or not expecting what
is best of Him leads man to seek help from created beings or
objects instead of the Creator. This is a great flaw in Tawheed.

He invokes instead of Allah that which neither harms him nor
benefits him. That is what the extreme error is. He invokes one
whose harm is closer than his benefit — how wretched the
protector and how wretched the associate. (22:12-13)

Weak trust in Allah (SWT) drags man to be under the control
of others depending on them, not on the Creator, for
provision and support. His heart becomes attached to another
created being whose harm is closer than his benefit — how
wretched the protector and how wretched the associate.

In the Hajj, one sees the constant supplications of humans to
their Creator. The rich and the poor, the strong and the weak,
the distinguished and the humble, the old and the young, the
black and the white, the Arab and the non-Arab — all feel in

19



need of the Creator (SWT). This revives in the soul the feeling
that there is no helper but Allah, no giver except Him, no
defender other than Him. And this is also the feeling that the
verses of Surat Al-Hajj develops in the soul.

20



Surah 22 — AI-Hajj
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The Translation:

(17) Indeed, those who have believed and those who were
Jews and the Sabians® and the Christians and the Magians®*
and those who associated with Allah - Allah will judge between
them on the Day of Resurrection. Indeed Allah is, over all
things, Witness. (18) Do you not see [i.e., know] that to Allah
prostrates whoever is in the heavens and whoever is on the
earth and the sun, the moon, the stars, the mountains, the
trees, the moving creatures and many of the people? But upon
many the punishment has been justified. And he whom Allah
humiliates - for him there is no bestower of honor. Indeed,
Allah does what He wills. ©*2 (19) These are two adversaries
who have disputed over their Lord. But those who disbelieved
will have cut out for them garments of fire. Poured upon their
heads will be scalding water (20) By which is melted that
within their bellies and [their] skins. (21) And for [striking]
them are maces of iron. (22) Every time they want to get out of
Hellfire from anguish, they will be returned to it, and [it will be
said], "Taste the punishment of the Burning Fire!" (23) Indeed,
Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous deeds to
gardens beneath which rivers flow. They will be adorned
therein with bracelets of gold and pearl, and their garments
therein will be silk. (24) And they had been guided [in worldly
life] to good speech, and they were guided to the path of the
Praiseworthy. (25) Indeed, those who have disbelieved and
avert [people] from the way of Allah and [from] al-Masjid al-
Haram, which We made for the people - equal are the resident
therein and one from outside; and [also] whoever intends [a

2% followers of an old monotheistic religion (Mandaeism)
*! Zoroastrians
*? This sign indicates an occasion for prostration (Sujood in Arabic).
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deed] therein® of deviation [in religion] or wrongdoing - We
will make him taste of a painful punishment.

The verses continue to strengthen the belief in the
Resurrection until we reach verse 18 where we read the
following words:

Do you not see [i.e., know] that to Allah prostrates whoever is
in the heavens and whoever is on the earth and the sun, the
moon, the stars, the mountains, the trees, the moving
creatures and many of the people? But upon many the
punishment has been justified.”* And he whom Allah
humiliates - for him there is no bestower of honor. Indeed,
Allah does what He wills. & (22:18)

After instilling the belief in the Resurrection in the believer’s
heart and soul, the verses take us to the realm of praising the
Creator (SWT) and prostrating to Him. To this realm belongs
everything in the universe: the trees, the moon, the stars, the
mountains, etc. They pay adoration to Allah, submit and
surrender to Him. But why does man refuse to submit his will
to Allah like everything else in the universe? Why is it that we
do not feel the Greatness the Creator and follow His
commands like the rest of the creation? The sign for
prostration ({) at the end of verse 18 has great significance.
Reflect on these words:

23 whether inside its boundaries or intending from afar to do evil therein

2% and therefore decreed
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And he whom Allah humiliates - for him there is no bestower of
honor.

Whoever is too proud to prostrate before the Creator (SWT)
and submit to Him is in fact humiliating himself, for one will
definitely submit to another mortal being or object, and that is
the peak of humiliation. On the other hand, the peak of
dignity is in one’s submission to the Creator. The peak of
dignity is to prostrate before the Creator (SWT). In prostration,
the forehead touches the ground and the heart surrenders to
the Almighty Whose Power controls everything in the
universe.

These® are two adversaries who have disputed over their Lord.
But those who disbelieved will have cut out for them garments
of fire. Poured upon their heads will be scalding water. (22:19)

The final Judgment is a repeated theme throughout Surat Al-
Hajj. Disbelievers are reminded of the punishment that awaits
them. As to the believers, it is reward:

Indeed, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous
deeds to gardens beneath which rivers flow. They will be
adorned therein with bracelets of gold and pearl, and their
garments therein will be silk. (22:23)

It was mentioned before that Surat Al-Hajj aims at developing
Tagwa in the heart. The surah also aims at creating a humble,
submissive heart that keeps going back to the Lord (SWT). The
most effective way to achieve this is to keep the Day of
Resurrection and the final Judgment present in our thoughts

25, .. . .
believers and disbelievers
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and minds. The Prophet (4) always reminded his companions,
of the Hereafter and the final Judgment. He wanted this issue
to be always present in their thoughts as if they were actually
living it. He wanted to keep their hearts attached to Heaven,
not to be distracted by this world's temptations and
distractions.

wm&gﬁju;&\‘;m@ﬂ&m dumm\@@w\
amm&m&ﬂ\j» d\ﬁﬂl.@_mu,uu\c_l;ﬁ)ﬁ);j‘ucs@_uu&j

Narrated Anas (RAA): A Jubba (i.e. cloak) made of fine silk was
presented to the Prophet (#). The Prophet used to forbid
(men) to wear silk. So people were fascinated to see it. The
Prophet said, “By Him (Allah) in Whose Hands the soul of
Muhammad is, the handkerchiefs of Sa’d bin Mu'adh®® in
Paradise are better than this.”*’

What made the Prophet (#£) mention the handkerchiefs of
Sa’d in Paradise on this occasion? He wanted to change
people’s focus in a swift and powerful way from this worldly
issue (the silk cloak) that they were looking at to another issue
associated with the Hereafter (the handkerchiefs of Sa’d in
Paradise).

When the Hereafter is always present in our minds, this
motivates us to work and sacrifice in return for Paradise.

*® sa’d bin Mu'adh (RAA) was one of the greatest companions of Prophet

Muhammad (4). He died after his injury in the Battle of the Trench.
27
narrated by Bukhari
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Narrated Anas (RAA): His uncle (Anas bin An-Nadr) was absent
from the battle of Badr and he said, “l was absent from the
first battle of the Prophet (i.e., the Battle of Badr), and if Allah
should let me participate in (a battle) with the Prophet (),
Allah will see how strongly | will fight.” So he witnessed the
Battle of Uhud. Some Muslims fled and he said, “O Allah! |
appeal to You to excuse these (i.e., the Muslims) for what they
have done, and | disavow (disown) myself from what the
polytheists have done.” Then he went forward with his sword
and met Sa’d bin Mu'adh, and asked him, “Where are you
going, O Sa’d? | detect the fragrance of Paradise before
Uhud.” Then he proceeded on and was killed. Nobody was
able to recognize him till his sister recognized him by a mole
on his body or by the tips of his fingers. He had over eighty
wounds caused by stabbing, striking or shooting with arrows.*

Why have we become today so detached from the Hereafter?
Why do we cling to this world so strongly, unable to sacrifice
any of its temporal pleasures? What has made us reach this
state? The reason is the absence of the Hereafter and Paradise

*® harrated by Bukhari
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from our thoughts and hearts. Therefore, if you move to a
new house, remember the houses and palaces of Paradise.
When you wear something new, remember the silk clothes in
Paradise. When you smell a beautiful scent, remember the
fragrance of Paradise. When you see a beautiful natural scene,
remember Paradise and its rivers. Keeping the Hereafter and
Paradise alive in our thoughts is what we need in order to
acquire true faith that will bring Tagwa into our hearts, our
lives and our behavior. This is what Surat Al-Hajj develops in
our souls, verse after verse.

And they had been guided [in worldly life] to good speech, and
they were guided to the path of the Praiseworthy. (22:24)

The Recompense is always there, and it is related to the
nature of the deed. Before doing a good deed, Allah shows
you the reward. The verses then move to the main theme of
the surah — the Hajj:

Indeed, those who have disbelieved and avert [people] from
the way of Allah and [from] al-Masjid al-Haram,*® which We
made for the people - equal are the resident therein and one
from outside; and [also] whoever intends [a deed] therein®° of
deviation [in religion] or wrongdoing - We will make him taste
of a painful punishment. (22:25)

The verses move from the opposing scenes of the Hereafter to
opposing attitudes in this life. Just as there are, in this world,
believers whose lives are dedicated to guiding people to the
path of the Praiseworthy, there are others whose main goal is

?° This is translated as ‘the Sacred Place of Worship’, referring to the Ka’bah.
% whether inside its boundaries or intending from afar to do evil therein
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to spread evil and disbelief, turning people away from the
path of Allah and from Al-Masjid Al-Haram.

The verses about the Hajj start by discussing the sanctity of
this great place which Allah also calls in other verses the
‘Sacred House’. Allah (SWT) has forbidden all forms of evil in
this place, including terrorizing those who come to it. He has
made it a House of peace and safety;** a sanctuary where
people feel secure about their lives, their money, their honor
and their dignity. Allah (SWT) made it safe even in the
Jahiliyyah®® to the extent that the ancient Arabs would not
attack anyone in this sanctuary, not even the murderer of
one’s own father, out of reverence to this great House — the
Sacred House.

Allah called it a House and made it sacred so that one would
find there serenity and purity. It is a place where a believer
recovers his spiritual self. In this place, all worries and
tribulations fall off the believer's shoulders and there is
nothing but peace, security, serenity and tranquility. This is a
promise from the Lord of the worlds.

On the other hand, whoever intends [a deed] therein of
deviation [in religion] or wrongdoing - We will make him taste
of a painful punishment (22:25). This place is unique in that
the mere intention of sin therein — whether or not it is actually
carried out — is sufficient to bring punishment from Allah. This
is to preserve the sanctity of this great place, and to preserve
its status in the hearts and souls of believers who come from
every distant pass (22:27) seeking peace, tranquility and calm.

L And whoever enters it shall be safe. (Quran 3:97)
32 Days of Ignorance (before Prophet Muhammad (:))
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Surah 22 — Al-Hajj
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The translation:

(26) And [mention, O Muhammad], when We designated for
Abraham the site of the House, [saying], "Do not associate
anything with Me and purify My House for those who perform
Tawaf and those who stand [in prayer] and those who bow
and prostrate. (27) And proclaim to the people the Hajj
[pilgrimage]; they will come to you on foot and on every lean
camel; they will come from every distant pass — (28) That they
may witness benefits for themselves and mention the name of
Allah on known days over what He has provided for them of
[sacrificial] animals. So eat of them and feed the miserable and
poor. (29) Then let them end their untidiness and fulfill their
vows and perform Tawaf around the ancient House." (30) That
[has been commanded], and whoever honors the sacred
ordinances of Allah - it is best for him in the sight of his Lord.
And permitted to you are the grazing livestock, except what is
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recited to you.>* So avoid the uncleanliness of idols and avoid
false statement, (31) Inclining [only] to Allah, not associating
[anything] with Him. And he who associates with Allah - it is as
though he had fallen from the sky and was snatched by the
birds or the wind carried him down into a remote place. (32)
That [is so]. And whoever honors the symbols [i.e., rites] of
Allah - indeed, it is from the piety of hearts. (33) For you the
animals marked for sacrifice are benefits for a specified term;>*
then their place of sacrifice is at the ancient House. (34) And
for all religion We have appointed a rite [of sacrifice] that they
may mention the name of Allah over what He has provided for
them of [sacrificial] animals. For your god is one God, so to
Him submit. And, [0 Muhammad], give good tidings to the
humble [before their Lord] (35) who, when Allah is mentioned,
their hearts are fearful, and [to] the patient over what has
dfflicted them, and the establishers of prayer and those who
spend from what We have provided them. (36) And the camels
and cattle We have appointed for you as among the symbols
[i.e., rites] of Allah; for you therein is good. So mention the
name of Allah upon them when lined up [for sacrifice]; and
when they are [lifeless] on their sides, then eat from them and
feed the needy and the beggar. Thus have We subjected them
to you that you may be grateful. (37) Their meat will not reach
Allah, nor will their blood, but what reaches Him is piety from
you. Thus have We subjected them to you that you may glorify
Allah for that [to] which He has guided you; and give good
tidings to the doers of good. (38) Indeed, Allah defends those
who have believed. Indeed, Allah does not like everyone
treacherous and ungrateful.

** See Quran 5:3.
3 i.e., they may be milked or ridden (in the case of camels) before the time of the
slaughter.
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After discussing the stature and sanctity of the Sacred House,
the verses discuss its history, reminding us that this building is
not just stones and bricks put on top of each other:

And [mention, O Muhammad], when We designated for
Abraham the site of the House, [saying], “Do not associate
anything with Me and purify My House for those who perform
Tawaf> and those who stand [in prayer] and those who bow
and prostrate.” (22:26)

The Sacred House is linked to Prophet Ibrahim*® (peace be on
him). This link reminds us of Tawheed which is the foundation
upon which this House was built thousands of years ago — Do
not associate anything with Me. 1t was cleansed of shirk®’
before it was cleansed of material impurities. When we
perform the Hajj, we are reminded by this great building that
the message of Tawheed is a timeless, deep-rooted message
in the history of humanity; and that polytheism, shirk and
disbelief are all temporary appearances. Tawheed, on the
other hand, is humanity’s natural inclination.

Do not associate anything with Me.

Before starting the rites of the Hajj and before wearing the
prescribed attire of /hram, a believer coming to this great
House needs to purify his or her heart, removing from it all
forms of shirk — whether visible or not — in keeping with the
purity of this House. You need to cleanse the heart so that it
would not turn to other than Allah (SWT) in matters of faith,

%> See the glossary.
*® Abraham
% See the glossary.
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seeking support or sustenance. You also need to remove from
the heart all forms of malice. With this filtration and
purification, the heart can humble itself before its Creator —
Exalted is He.

It was Ibrahim, forefather of many Prophets, (peace be upon
him) who made the everlasting glorious call for the Hajj:

And proclaim to the people the Hajj [pilgrimage]; they will
come to you on foot and on every lean camel; they will come
from every distant pass. (22:27)

The pilgrims are guests, invited by their Creator to visit His
Scared House. They answered the call and came to enjoy the
hospitality of the Most Merciful (SWT). If you intend to
perform the Hajj, to become a guest of the Most Merciful,
remember how a guest should behave.

When one is invited by a king or a dignitary, one dresses up,
wearing one’s best and most expensive clothes. But when
pilgrims visit Allah’s Scared House, they wear simple
inexpensive clothes that resemble burial shrouds. Kings and
dignitaries are humans who are affected by appearances but
Allah (SWT) does not look at our forms or our clothes; He
looks into our hearts which He alone knows all about.
Therefore, before a pilgrim sets off on this journey to the
House of Allah, he should adorn his heart with piety, vitalize it
with clearness of conscience, cleanse it of malice and evil, and
return other people’s belongings to them. By doing so, the
pilgrim puts the garment of Tagwa on and becomes ready for
the journey to Allah. Consider these words of Allah in Surat Al-
A’raf:
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But the clothing of righteousness>® — that is best. (7:26)

Tagwa is referred to as clothing. This garment of piety is not
manufactured in factories but in a submissive repenting heart
that humbles itself before the Lord (SWT).

When you set off on this journey, you leave behind your
children, money, job, business and many other things which
occupy your heart and mind. These things you leave behind
voluntarily. But the day will come when you will not have any
choice but to leave. We will all leave without a suitcase or
clothes except the garment of Tagwa. Such great meanings of
the Qur’an should be present in our minds as we take the
neyyah® to perform the Hajj and as we get ready for this
journey. We should live the last days before this journey with
these thoughts in mind.

Verse 28 mentions benefits:
That they may witness benefits for themselves... .

These benefits can be materialistic, but it is the spiritual
benefits that are the most important. A pilgrim may do some
business or shopping, but the real profit and the best business
is the one done with Allah (SWT). How great are the benefits
of coming back from this journey with forgiven sins and

*® The original Arabic word in the Qur’an text is Tagwa.
** intention
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accepted pilgrimage. This is a profit that will never perish,*
unlike the transactions of this life. In a verse related to Hajj in
Surat Al-Bagara Allah says:

P el ,é, f‘f-f/l‘/i{f €< - _ ISR
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And take provisions,*! but indeed, the best provision is fear of
Allah.** And fear Me, O you of understanding. (2: 197)

The above verse addresses people of wisdom and vision, who
can reflect on the meaning and purpose of the Hajj,
transforming it from an ordinary journey into a journey of a
lifetime, a journey of this life and the Hereafter, a journey of
forgiven sins in which we conduct the most profitable trade.

The hours, minutes and seconds of the Hajj are the most
precious moments of our lives. Therefore, a pilgrim should not
occupy his heart, tongue or mind with anything of this world;
only with the dhikr of Allah (SWT). Contemplate the following
words of the Almighty:

That they may witness benefits for themselves and mention
the name of Allah on known™ days... . (22:28)

This should be continuous dhikr by the tongue and the heart.
Hajj is an honorable invitation by a Generous Lord — the King
of kings — to visit His House. This is a great honor and every

0 This expression appears in the Qur’an in Surat Fatir 35:29.
* Take provisions with you for the journey of the Hajj such as money, clothes, etc.
* The original text of the Qur'an says that the best provision is Tagwa — also
translated as piety and righteousness.
3 appointed
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moment is very precious so do not waste it in anything but
praising, thanking, praying to Allah and asking for His
Forgiveness. The following verses from Surat Al-Bagarah
emphasize this meaning:
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(198) There is no blame upon you for seeking bounty** from
your Lord [during Hajj]. But when you depart from 'Arafat,

a“ i.e., profit from trade or business
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remember Allah at al-Mash'ar al-Haram.” And remember
Him, as He has guided you, for indeed, you were before that
among those astray. (199) Then depart from the place from
where [all] the people depart and ask forgiveness of Allah.
Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. (200) And when you
have completed your rites, remember Allah like your [previous]
remembrance of your fathers or with [much] greater
remembrance. And among the people is he who says, "Our
Lord, give us in this world," and he will have in the Hereafter
no share. (201) But among them is he who says, "Our Lord,
give us in this world [that which is] good and in the Hereafter
[that which is] good and protect us from the punishment of the
Fire." (202) Those will have a share of what they have earned,
and Allah is swift in account. (203) And remember Allah during
[specific] numbered days. Then whoever hastens [his
departure] in two days — there is no sin upon him; and
whoever delays [until the third] — there is no sin upon him — for
him who fears Allah. And fear Allah and know that unto Him
you will be gathered. (2:198-203)

Therefore, do not let your tongue, heart or thoughts stop
dhikr for a moment for this is the real profitable trade. Verse
28 then discusses the rite of slaughtering sacrificial animals:

... And mention the name of Allah on known days over what He
has provided for them of [sacrificial] animals.*® So eat of them
and feed the miserable and poor.*’ (22:28)

** which is Muzdalifah — an area near Makkah

% These are cattle, sheep, goats and camels — the meat of which are eaten and
distributed to the poor and needy.

* Another translation: feed the wretched poor.
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This is not about slaughtering animals. The purpose is to
remember Allah and the great meanings of Tawheed, for it is
Allah (SWT) Who has subjected®® everything in this universe —
including cattle — for humans so that they worship Allah and
submit their will to Him. This issue takes us back to the story
of the first sacrifice — the story of lbrahim (peace be upon
him). The Qur’an tells us that Ibrahim, forefather of many
Prophets, did not hesitate to sacrifice his dear son Ismail*
after having a dream about this. In Surat As-Saffat we read
Ibrahim’s words to his son:
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...He (Ibrahim) said, “O my son, indeed | have seen in a dream
that | [must] sacrifice you... .” (37:102)

Without any hesitation, his son replied:

)/s
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He (Ismail) said, “O my father, do as you are commanded... .”

This is the scene we need to summon and reflect upon as we
offer the sacrifice, which is not restricted to pilgrims. It is a
sunnah® to be observed once every year during the season of
the Hajj, whether we go or not. When we offer the sacrifice,
we remember the sacrifice of Ibrahim (peace be on him).

*® made serviceable to humans

*? Ishmael — Abraham’s first son

>0 Any saying or act of the Prophet () is called a sunnah. Additionally all sayings
and acts of others that the Prophet () approved of is also considered a sunnah.
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Ibrahim was utterly prepared to sacrifice his son, driven by his
unshakable faith in Allah as well as his submission and
surrender to Him.>! (He passed this difficult test successfully —
without having to lose his son — and was rewarded by Allah
(SWT). The ritual slaughtering of sacrificial animals s,
therefore, a practical reminder of this story and its great
significance.)?

Then let them end their untidiness™ and fulfill their vows and
perform Tawaf around the ancient House. (22:29)

Every ritual in the Hajj is of significance and has an impact on
the pilgrim. When a pilgrim is in the state of lhram, he is
forbidden to use perfume. He sees animals that he can hunt,
but is forbidden to kill them. His hair might inconvenience
him, but he is forbidden to cut it. All this is done in reverence
for Allah’s commands.

That [has been commanded], and whoever honors the sacred
ordinances of Allah - it is best for him in the sight of his Lord.
And permitted to you are the grazing livestock, except what is
recited to you.>* So avoid the uncleanliness™ of idols and avoid
false statement.>® (22:30)

In lhram, the issue is not the perfume, the hunt or any of
these restrictions for their own sake. The issue is the

>! The word Islam means ‘surrender to Allah.’

> The rest of the story is in Surat As-Saffat (37:103-113).

>3 unkemptness

>* Lawful meat but not game is allowed during the Hajj. See Qur’an 5:3.

*® filth

> The food prohibitions are meant for health and cleanliness but the worst
abominations to shun are those of false worship and false speech.
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veneration of Allah’s sacred ordinances. Honoring the
command is honoring the commander, not just the command
itself. Therefore, when we honor the sacred ordinances of
Allah, we are glorifying Allah (SWT) Himself. This is why some
Islamic scholars advised us not to consider the insignificance
of a sin by saying for example, “It's just a tiny lie” or “a
harmless lie.” Instead, consider the Greatness of the One you
sin against — Glorified and Exalted is He.

The Hajj is a great school; an intensive course. We take great
care not to violate any of the rules of lhram. We perform
Tawaf, walking around the Ka’bah seven times, taking great
care to do it as instructed by our Lord. Imagine if we extend
this great desire to obey Allah to our lives after we come back,
holding the commands of Allah in reverence in every aspect of
our lives. How would our lives be if we do not transgress the
bounds set by Allah (&) without arguing? How would our
businesses be? How would the world be?

The Hajj is a school that graduates humble and obedient
servants who seek perfection in matters of faith and who
honor the sacred ordinances of Allah (¥). Hence the words:
and whoever honors the sacred ordinances of Allah - it is best
for him in the sight of his Lord (22:30).

Then we come again across Tawheed, which is constantly
present in Surat Al-Hajj:

Inclining®’ [only] to Allah, not associating [anything] with Him.
And he who associates with Allah - it is as though he had fallen

> The original word is the plural of the word haneef, explained in footnote 59.
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from the sky and was snatched by the birds or the wind carried
him down into a remote p/ace.58 (22:31)

Surat Al-Hajj revives Tawheed in our hearts. The level of
Tawheed sometimes increases or decreases in our hearts, and
this is related to our actions and behavior. Sometimes the
heart has an inclination towards people, not Allah, feeling that
mortals have the power to harm or benefit us without Allah’s
consent. Weak faith, frail trust in Allah or having low
expectations of Him (SWT) also indicates defects in our
Tawheed. Surat Al- Hajj addresses these defects, bringing us
back to Al-Hanifiyyah As-Samhah® as practiced by Prophet
Ibrahim (peace be upon him).

That [is so]. And whoever honors the symbols [i.e., rites] of
Allah®® - indeed, it is from the piety®* of hearts. (22:32)

Honoring the rites is an issue related to the Tagwa of the
hearts. Hence, the House of Allah and the rites from Mina to
Arafat to Muzdalifah and then to Mina again, etc. are all
sacred. We hold these rites in reverence, not for their own

A parable full of meaning: The one who falls from the worship of Allah is like a
man who falls from heaven. His being taken up with false objects of worship is like
the falling man being picked up in the air by birds of prey. This false worship is also
like being snatched by a fierce blast of wind — the Wrath of Allah —that throws him
into a place far, far away from any place he could have imagined, i.e., Hell.

> Al-Haneefiyyah is an attribution to the religion of Ibrahim. The word Haneef
implies turning away from anything that is false. As-Samhah means that which is
easy upon the self and not burdensome like monasticism. Therefore, Al-Hanifiyyah
As-Samhah describes Islam.

% The Arabic word sha’air indicates the rites set by Allah — emphasizing here in this
verse the rites of sacrifice. Such sacrifice is symbolic as it reminds us of the
dedication and piety of Ibrahim (peace be on him).

! The original Arabic word is Tagwa.
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sake, but because Allah commanded us to honor them. It is a
matter related to our faith, obedience, submission and
surrender to Allah (SWT).

Among the rites is Ramy Al-Jamarat® in Mina. We perform
this rite in obedience to Allah’s commands. The Prophet (i)
threw pebbles at these Jamarat and told us to follow his
example. On the other hand, when we circumambulate the
Ka’bah (Tawaf), we stop at the Black Stone® and kiss it — if we
can — following the example of the Prophet () and this is why
‘Umar®® (RAA) said, “No doubt, | know that you are a stone
and can neither benefit anyone nor harm anyone. Had | not
seen Allah's Messenger () kissing you, | would not have
kissed you.”

But these are all stones, so why do we deal with them
differently? We do this in obedience and submission to Allah
(SWT) who commanded us to hold these rites in reverence.
What drives us is the Tagwa, not the glorification of the stones
or the places for their own sake. Consider the importance
given to national flags. The real value lies obviously in what
the flag represents, not in the piece of cloth. Similarly — and

%2 At Mina the pilgrims perform Ramy al-Jamarat, throwing pebbles to signify their
defiance of the Devil. This symbolizes the trials experienced by Abraham while he
was going to sacrifice his son. The Devil attempted to dissuade him three times,
and three times Abraham refused. Each of these Jamarat marks the location of the
appearance of the Devil before him.

® The Black Stone is an original part of the outer walls of the Ka’bah which
Abraham built together with his son Ishmael (peace be on them). Muslims believe
that this stone came from Jannah (the Garden) with Adam.

® ‘Umar (Omar) bin Al-Khattab was one of the closest companions to Prophet
Muhammad (4). He ruled the Muslims after the death of the Prophet and Abu
Bakr.
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for Allah is the highest attribute® — honoring these rites and
these places stem from the reverence for Allah’s commands
and because these rites were set by Him (SWT).

Here we need to be reminded that our role in preserving the
sanctity of these sacred sites includes keeping them clean. It is
shameful that some Muslims throw food remains in these
sites. Pilgrims should refrain from such behavior because it
shows an indifferent attitude towards the rites set by Allah.

Just as Allah (SWT) granted these places sanctity and
reverence in the hearts of Muslims, He granted a sanctity and
great status to a Muslim.
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Ibn Abbas (RAA) said that the Messenger of Allah (&)
addressed the people on the Day of Sacrifice®® and said, “O
people! What day is this?” They said, “The Sacred Day.” He

® An expression confirming that we can never compare Allah (SWT) to anything.
% the first day of Eid-ul-Adha
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said, “And what place is this?” They said, “The Sacred Place.”®’
He said, “And what month is this?” They said, “The Sacred
Month.” He said, “Indeed your blood, your property and your
honor are sanctified and protected as this Day is sanctified in
this Sacred Place in this Sacred Month.” He repeated this
several times and then he lifted his head and said, “O Allah,
have | conveyed (Your Message) to them? O Allah, have |
conveyed it?” Ibn Abbas (RAA) said, “By the One Who has my
soul in His hand, it was his legacy to his nation: ‘Let those who
are present convey it to those who are absent. Do not revert
to being disbelievers after | have gone, cutting each other's
throats.””®®

A Muslim should not transgress against a fellow Muslim in
these sacred places under the pretext of overcrowding, the
heat, fatigue, etc. Transgressing against Muslims is haram® at
all times, but more so in these sacred places and on these
special days. Allah (SWT) said the following words in Surat Al-
Baqarah:
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Hajj is [during] well-known months, so whoever has made Hajj
obligatory upon himself therein [by entering the state of
lhram], there is [to be for him] no sexual relations and no
disobedience and no disputing during Hajj. (2:197)

87 Makkah (Mecca)
® harrated by Bukhari

69
unlawful
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Not one unkind word against a Muslim is allowed nor any
attempt to hurt others in any way.

15 o ey sy e A Ta Al U, 06 B 50 A e
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Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah () said,
“He who came to this House and therein abstains from
obscene acts and words, wickedness and sins, returns so
purified from sins as he was at birth.””°

This veneration for Allah’s sacred ordinances and
commandments can only come from a pious, humble heart
that submits to Allah (SWT). As the pilgrims move from one
place to another, they must never forget how they should
behave. Unfortunately due to overcrowding, one might lose
one’s temper and utter a word that does not befit the sanctity
of the situation. One must repent immediately, forgive others
and pray for forgiveness, not just for oneself, but also for
those Muslims who pushed or transgressed against him. We
forgive and expect reward from our Generous Creator.

Our great care not to violate /hram rules, by cutting one’s hair
or using perfume, should not stop there. Our dread of uttering
an unkind word, hurting another fellow Muslim or throwing a
piece of paper or food remains on the ground should match
our dread of violating the Hajj rules.

The next verses discuss the rite of sacrifice:

’® harrated by Bukhari and Muslim
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(32) That [is so]. And whoever honors the symbols [i.e., rites] of
Allah - indeed, it is from the piety of hearts. (33) For you the
animals marked for sacrifice are benefits for a specified term;
then their place of sacrifice is at the ancient House. (34) And
for all religion”* We have appointed a rite [of sacrifice] that
they may mention the name of Allah over what He has
provided for them of [sacrificial] animals.”® For your god is one
God, so to Him submit. And, [O Muhammad], give good tidings
to the humble [before their Lord]. (35) Who, when Allah is
mentioned, their hearts are fearful,”® and [to]* the patient
over what has dfflicted them, and the establishers of prayer
and those who spend from what We have provided them.
(22:32-35)

Thus the issue is not the slaughter of a sheep or a camel; it is
an issue of the heart that humbles itself before the Creator; it
is an issue of Tawheed for your god is one God (22:34); and it
is an issue of mentioning the name of Allah,” for it is Allah
Who has made these animals — as well as everything else in
the universe — subject for our benefit.

And the camels and cattle We have appointed for you as
among the symbols [i.e., rites]’® of Allah; for you therein is
good. So mention the name of Allah upon them when lined up
[for sacrifice]; and when they are [lifeless] on their sides, then
eat from them and feed the needy and the beggar. Thus have

" for every nation following a prophet
72
cattle
73 Another translation: whose hearts tremble with awe.
" And give good tidings to the patient. This verse is the continuation of verse 34.
’> Allah’s name is mentioned before an animal is slaughtered.
76
See footnote 60.
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We subjected them to you that you may be grateful. Their
meat will not reach Allah, nor will their blood, but what
reaches Him is piety’’ from you. Thus have We subjected them
to you that you may glorify Allah for that [to] which He has
guided you; and give good tidings to the doers of good. (22:36-
37)

Thus, it is Tagwa which drives a Muslim to rid himself of the
stinginess of the soul.”® Tagwa makes him learn to give, to
share part of his wealth and to feel for others — the needy and
the beggar (22:36). As mentioned before, the rites of sacrifice
are not just about the slaughtering of animals. The Haijj
produces improved souls: selfless, generous, patient, tolerant
and humble souls. Through the Hajj, one learns the meaning
of sacrifice and tastes the sweetness of parting with things for
the sake of Allah (SWT). One who feels angry or upset because
someone in the crowd has pushed or stepped on one’s foot,
but restrains oneself from uttering an unkind word for the
sake of Allah (SWT), and even prays for those who have hurt
him or her, is one who possesses a great soul. This is the soul
that has graduated from the school of Hajj with a grade of
Ihsan.” Hence the words:

... and give good tidings to the doers of good.* (22:37)

"7 The original Arabic word is Tagwa.

78 an expression from the Qur’an as in 59:9

7% See the following footnote.

& The original Arabic text is: the doers of /hsan. Prophet Muhammad (4) said that
Ihsan is “to worship Allah as if you were seeing Him. For even if you do not see
Him, [be aware that] He sees you.”
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A heart that was shaped by Surat Al-Hajj and then graduated
from the school of the Hajj with grades of Ihsan, repentance
and humbleness to Allah (SWT), is definitely a new heart.
Congratulations to the believing graduates who achieved
these results! Hence the verses about the Hajj end with giving
good tidings to the doers of /hsan. Congratulations to the
pilgrims who have learned the meaning of sacrifice and whose
hearts and tongues did not cease to remember and mention
Allah. Blessed are the hands that were extended, not to harm
other Muslims, but to shake their hands. Blessed are the
hands that were refrained from throwing a piece of paper or a
grain of rice out of respect for the sacred sites. Blessed are the
hearts that forgave and sacrificed in obedience to Allah.
Blessed is everyone who held the rites set by Allah in
reverence. Congratulations! And give good tidings to the doers
of good. Those who have graduated from the school of Hajj
also deserve to be defended by Allah:

Indeed, Allah defends those who have believed. Indeed, Allah
does not like everyone treacherous and ungrateful. (22:38)
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Surah 22 — Al-Hajj
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The translation

(39) Permission [to fight] has been given to those who are
being fought,®* because they were wronged. And indeed, Allah
is competent to give them victory. (40) [They are] those who
have been evicted from their homes without right - only
because they say, "Our Lord is Allah." And were it not that
Allah checks the people, some by means of others, there would
have been demolished monasteries, churches, synagogues,
and mosques in which the name of Allah is much mentioned
[i.e., praised]. And Allah will surely support those who support
Him [i.e., His cause]. Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted in
Might. (41) [And they are] those who, if We give them
authority in the land, establish prayer and give zakah and
enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong. And to Allah
belongs the outcome of [all] matters.

8 referring here to the companions of Prophet Muhammad ()
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After the verses about the Hajj, come the verses about jihad,?
Hijrah®® and the continuous conflict between Truth and
falsehood. Here we need to ask — before we start the
discussion on jihad — what is the relationship between the Hajj
and jihad?

Both Hajj and jihad aim at spreading the Truth and what is
good. The Hajj is the greatest conference through which the
values of Islam can spread: the universality, the peace, the
tolerance, the equality, etc. Similarly, jihad aims at protecting
the Truth and its values. Some previous verses of Surat Al-Hajj
mentioned those who try to divert people from the path of
Allah — those whose most important goal is to mislead others.
Believers possessing the right values and principles, who have
been disciplined and shaped by Surat Al-Hajj are the best ones
to stand up to these aggressors. But before striving against
others, one needs first to carry out jihad (i.e., to strive) against
one’s own self and this is what the Hajj teaches. The Hajj
produces powerful pious hearts that can stand firm defending
the Truth against falsehood and its advocates.

lbn AI—Qayyim84 has valuable words regarding the issue of
jihad. In his commentary on the last verse of Surat Al-
‘Ankabut:

P ////a‘lﬂa
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8 The Arabic word jihad means ‘to strive.” There are many forms of jihad such as
striving against the inclination of oneself, striving against Satan, as well as military
combat against oppression and oppressors.

# See the glossary.

® Ibn Al-Qayyim (1292-1350 CE) is one of the greatest scholars of Islam.
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And those who strive for Us® — We will surely guide them to
Our ways. And indeed, Allah is with the doers of good. (29:69)

Ibn Al-Qayyim says that Allah (SWT) has made guidance
dependent upon jihad (i.e., striving), so the most perfect
guidance comes to people whose jihad is the greatest. The
most obligatory forms of jihad are those carried out against
one’s own self®® (i.e., against the unlawful inclinations of the
soul) and against the Shaytan.®” Whoever strives in these
areas for the sake of Allah will be guided to Allah’s ways that
lead to Paradise, and whoever leaves jihad will miss some
guidance in proportion to what he or she leaves. One cannot
be successful in one’s struggle against outside enemies unless
if one carries out jihad against those inner enemies. Internal
victory is the prerequisite for external victory.

This explains the order of the verses of Surat Al-Hajj where
jihad comes after Hajj, the latter being a school that teaches
us how to carry out jihad against one’s own self. An example
of this form of jihad is restraining the tongue from uttering
unkind words when one is angry in obedience to Allah. The
believer who was has been disciplined and shaped by these
verses is the one who deserves to raise the flag of jihad; for
jihad is an honor and a great value.

 The original Arabic text can be literally translated into: those who have carried
out jihad in Us (in Allah’s cause). It is worth mentioning here that Surat Al-‘Ankabut
(chapter 29) was revealed in Makkah before permission for military jihad was given
to the Muslims. Therefore, the verb jahadu here refers to the other forms of jihad.
86 . . .

Jihad-u-nafs in Arabic
87

Satan
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Permission [to fight] has been given to those who are being
fought,® because they were wronged. And indeed, Allah is
competent to give them victory. [They are] those who have
been evicted from their homes without right - only because
they say, "Our Lord is Allah." And were it not that Allah checks
the people, some by means of others, there would have been
demolished monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques
in which the name of Allah is much mentioned [i.e., praised].
And Allah will surely support those who support Him [i.e., His
cause]. Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted in Might. (22:39-
40)

Therefore jihad is the struggle to protect the Truth and
sacrifice for its sake. True believers have learned to sacrifice.
Believing in Allah (d), in the Truth, and in moral values and
principles only in times of ease, and then becoming feeble and
retreating when hard times come reflect shallowness of faith.
True faith remains firm in times of ease and hardship, and is
strengthened (and increased) by difficulties and adversities
that require sacrifice. Such was Ibrahim's faith (peace be upon
him). When the time to sacrifice came, he did not hesitate or
retreat. What is your position when your Lord (d£) asks you to
sacrifice defending the Truth that you believe in? Do you
become feeble? Or do you stand firm? Hence the promise:

And Allah will surely support those who support Him [i.e., His
cause]. Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted in Might. (22:40)

You support Allah (&) when you stand firm supporting the
Truth you believe in, when you do not relinquish your values
but defend them and stand up to the advocates of falsehood

8 See footnote 81.
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and their deceitful plots. The outcome is victory and
empowerment:

[And they are] those who, if We give them authority in the
land, establish prayer and give zakah and enjoin what is right
and forbid what is wrong. And to Allah belongs the outcome of
[all] matters. (22:41)

It is the victory of the Truth against falsehood and with this
victory the word of the Allah® remains the uppermost and
different houses of worship are protected (22:40). Islam
confirms freedom of worship and protects houses of worship
and holy sites. Jihad is not about killing, destroying or treating
others unjustly. This great religion teaches its followers that
authority in the land does not mean superiority over others,
the enslavement of other peoples, or looting their resources —
nay it is reform. Optimal reform is achieved when Allah (%)
empowers those humble believers who understand the
meaning of Tawheed and are servants only to the One True
God for they establish prayer and give zakah and enjoin what
is right and forbid what is wrong (22:41). Their motto is
‘Reform’ and this is materialized in their actions and behavior.
Fair people of other faiths (including historians) have given
their testimony regarding those Muslim conquerors who ruled
many parts of the old world.”® They conquered, not by the

® This includes Tawheed and justice.

% Erom Spain to China, Muslims carried the torch of civilization when Europe was
going through the Dark Ages. No Muslim armies ever went to Indonesia, Malaysia,
China, and many other countries where Muslims are in millions today. The Jewish
community flourished in Spain when it was ruled by the Muslims before the
Inquisition. The Christians of the Middle East, who are the oldest Christians in the
world, are in millions today because they have never been forced to convert to
Islam. The majority of Indians today are Hindu, though Muslims ruled over India for
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power of the sword, but by winning the hearts and minds of
other people. Islam spread by justice and great moral values
at the hand of those who practiced, not just believed in, these
values and principles. These values were not just preached in
eloquent speeches, but materialized into deeds and behaviors
witnessed by people of other faiths who saw the Truth that
these Muslims believed in and defended.

The following verses present examples of the conflict between
the Truth and falsehood confirming that no matter how long
falsehood stays in power, it eventually perishes. On the other
hand, the Truth and its defenders will always be empowered
by the Almighty no matter how long they suffer.

more than seven centuries, because Islam guarantees freedom of religion. Muslim
conquerors fought only those who wanted to stop Islam from being conveyed and
persecuted Muslims such as the Byzantines (East Romans) and the Persians.
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Surah 22 — AI-Hajj
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The translation:

(42) And if they deny you, [0 Muhammad] - so, before them,
did the people of Noah and 'Aad and Thamud deny [their
prophets], (43) And the people of Abraham and the people of
Lot (44) And the inhabitants of Madyan. And Moses was
denied, so | prolonged enjoyment for the disbelievers; then |
seized them, and how [terrible] was My reproach. (45) And
how many a city did We destroy while it was committing
wrong - so it is [now] fallen into ruin - and [how many] an
abandoned well and [how many] a lofty palace.’® (46) So have
they not traveled through the earth and have hearts by which
to reason and ears by which to hear? For indeed, it is not eyes
that are blinded, but blinded are the hearts which are within
the breasts. (47) And they urge you to hasten the punishment.
But Allah will never fail in His promise. And indeed, a day with
your Lord is like a thousand years of those which you count.

ot palaces emptied of their occupants in the past
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(48) And for how many a city did | prolong enjoyment while it
was committing wrong. Then | seized it, and to Me is the [final]
destination. (49) Say, "O people, | am only to you a clear
warner." (50) And those who have believed and done righteous
deeds - for them is forgiveness and noble provision. (51) But
the ones who strove against Our verses,”” [seeking] to cause
failure - those are the companions of Hellfire. (52) And We did
not send before you any messenger or prophet except that
when he spoke [or recited], Satan threw into it [some
misunderstanding]. But Allah abolishes that which Satan
throws in; then Allah makes precise His verses. And Allah is
Knowing and Wise. (53) [That is] so He may make what Satan
throws in a trial for those within whose hearts is disease® and
those hard of heart. And indeed, the wrongdoers are in
extreme dissension. (54) And so those who were given
knowledge may know that it is the truth from your Lord and
[therefore] believe in it, and their hearts humbly submit to it.
And indeed is Allah the Guide of those who have believed to a
straight path. (55) But those who disbelieve will not cease to
be in doubt of it until the Hour comes upon them unexpectedly
or there comes to them the punishment of a barren Day. (56)
[All] sovereignty that Day is for Allah; He will judge between
them. So they who believed and did righteous deeds will be in
the Gardens of Pleasure. (57) And they who disbelieved and
denied Our signs - for those there will be a humiliating
punishment.

92 . .
revelations or signs
% The “disease’ mentioned here includes doubt, hypocrisy, arrogance and disbelief.
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This is the reality of the world with its conflicts, trials and
tribulations. These do not weaken the determination of the
believers who have learned to sacrifice, defending the Truth
they believe in, even when victory seems far away.

Those who have believed and done righteous deeds - for them
is forgiveness and noble provision. But the ones who strove
against Our verses, [seeking] to cause failure®® - those are the
companions> of Hellfire. (22:50-51)

It is a settled indisputable issue. Anyone seeking to divert
others from the path of Allah (&) will not prevail and his fate
is sealed. A believer has absolute faith in this end result and
walks in the light and guidance of Allah whereas disbelievers
live in doubt and uncertainty:

But those who disbelieve will not cease to be in doubt of it until
the Hour comes upon them unexpectedly or there comes to
them the punishment of a barren day. (22:55)

The disbelievers live in doubt®® unable to see the Truth in front
of them, for indeed it is not eyes that are blinded, but blinded
are the hearts which are within the breasts (22:46). Those are
the hearts that could not submit to the Creator as everything
else in the universe does. But the final Judgment will come:

o i.e., trying to undermine their credibility and thereby defeat their purpose.

%> inhabitants

% The penalty of deliberately rejecting faith is that the person doing so closes the
channels of mercy that flow from Allah (SWT). He is always subject to doubts and
superstitions until the time comes when there will be no time for repentance, i.e.,
after death.
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[All] sovereignty that Day is for Allah;®’ He will judge between
them. So they who believed and did righteous deeds will be in
the Gardens of Pleasure. And they who disbelieved and denied
Our signs - for those there will be a humiliating punishment.
(22:56-57)

The final Judgment exists throughout Surat Al-Hajj — an issue
that should always be kept in mind.

% There will be no authority on the Day of Judgment except that of Allah (SWT).
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The translation:

(58) And those who emigrated for the cause of Allah and then
were killed or died - Allah will surely provide for them a good
provision. And indeed, it is Allah who is the best of providers.
(59) He will surely cause them to enter an entrance with which
they will be pleased, and indeed, Allah is Knowing and
Forbearing. (60) That [is so]. And whoever responds [to
injustice] with the equivalent of that with which he was
harmed and then is tyrannized - Allah will surely aid him.
Indeed, Allah is Pardoning and Forgiving. (61) That®® is
because Allah causes the night to enter the day and causes the
day to enter the night and because Allah is Hearing and
Seeing. (62) That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which
they call upon other than Him is falsehood, and because Allah

% i.e., Allah’s capacity to give assistance or victory to the oppressed
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is the Most High, the Grand. (63) Do you not see that Allah has
sent down rain from the sky and the earth becomes green?
Indeed, Allah is Subtle and Acquainted. (64) To Him belongs
what is in the heavens and what is on the earth. And indeed,
Allah is the Free of need, the Praiseworthy. (65) Do you not see
that Allah has subjected to you whatever is on the earth and
the ships which run through the sea by His command? And He
restrains the sky from falling upon the earth, unless by His
permission. Indeed Allah, to the people, is Kind and Merciful.
(66) And He is the one who gave you life; then He causes you
to die and then will [again] give you life. Indeed, mankind is
ungrateful. (67) For every religion We have appointed rites
which they perform. So, [O Muhammad)], let the disbelievers
not contend with you over the matter but invite them to your
Lord. Indeed, you are upon straight guidance. (68) And if they
dispute with you, then say, "Allah is most knowing of what you
do. (69) Allah will judge between you on the Day of
Resurrection concerning that over which you used to differ."
(70) Do you not know that Allah knows what is in the heaven
and earth? Indeed, that is in a Record. Indeed that, for Allah, is
easy. (71) And they worship besides Allah that for which He
has not sent down authority and that of which they have no
knowledge. And there will not be for the wrongdoers any
helper. (72) And when Our verses are recited to them as clear
evidences, you recognize in the faces of those who disbelieve
disapproval. They are almost on the verge of assaulting those
who recite to them Our verses. Say, "Then shall | inform you of
[what is] worse than that? [It is] the Fire which Allah has
promised those who disbelieve, and wretched is the
destination."
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Another attribute of believers and example of sacrifice is then
presented. It is the Hijrah where one leaves one’s home for
the cause of Allah:

And those who emigrated for the cause of Allah and then were
killed or died — Allah will surely provide for them a good
provision. And indeed, it is Allah who is the best of providers.
(22:58)

Faith requires sacrifice. Our faith in Allah (SWT) is subject to
trials and tests. The type of test is not significant; it is the
result of the test that is significant. You have to emerge from
these tests more powerful, with stronger faith and
determination to defend the Truth that you believe in.

Only a believer who has learned to sacrifice is able to leave his
homeland, family and loved ones for the sake of Allah alone,
associating no partners with Him.% This believer has absolute
faith that Allah will compensate him:

Allah will surely provide for them a good provision. And
indeed, it is Allah who is the best of providers. (22:58)

Belief in the final Judgment and reward in the life to come
makes a believer trust Allah (35). His unshakable faith makes
him confident that what is in store for him or her in the
Hereafter is more reliable than what one has in this life; be it
money, prestige, power or progeny. This believer is the only
one capable of sacrificing everything for the sake of Allah.
Verse 60 has a clear promise:

» Hijrah is a great deed when it is done for the sake of Allah, such as to protect
one’s faith, and not for a worldly reason.
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That [is so]. And whoever responds [to injustice] with the
equivalent of that with which he was harmed and then is
tyrannized — Allah will surely aid him. Indeed, Allah is
Pardoning and Forgiving.*® (22:60)

Trust in Allah is what motivates and drives a believer in all
aspects of life. The verses that follow reinforce this trust.

(61) That™ is because Allah causes the night to enter the day
and causes the day to enter the night and because Allah is
Hearing and Seeing. (62) That is because Allah is the Truth,
and that which they call upon other than Him is falsehood, and
because Allah is the Most High, the Grand. (63) Do you not see
that Allah has sent down rain from the sky and the earth
becomes green? Indeed, Allah is Subtle® and Acquainted.*®
(22:61-63)

We should have absolute faith in Allah’s capacity to give
assistance and victory (22:60) for it is He Who merges the
night into the day and merges the day into the night (22:61).
We should also have absolute faith in Allah’s provision (22:58)
for it is He Who sends down rain from the sky which makes
the earth green (22:63). This is vivid and visible evidence that
leads to the conclusion that Allah (SWT) will fulfill His promise
to the believers.

100 4, spite of His ability to take vengeance. The statement contains a suggestion

that the believers pardon as well.

191 See note 98.

102 1he original Arabic word is Latif. Al-Latif is a name of Allah which means that He
is Subtle and Most Kind in His Knowledge, Existence and Acts. Another translation
of Al-Latif is: He alone is unfathomable (in His Wisdom).

193 \ith His creation and with the needs of His creatures
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To Him belongs what is in the heavens and what is on the
earth. And indeed, Allah is the Free of need, the Praiseworthy.
(22:64)

Do not worship except the One Who is Free of need, the
Praiseworthy Who controls the heavens and the earth. Seek
help, support and protection only from the King, the One Who
has power over all things '° for He (SWT) is the True God and
the rest are all false.

Do you not see that Allah has subjected to you whatever is on
the earth and the ships which run through the sea by His
command? And He restrains the sky from falling upon the
earth, unless by His permission. Indeed Allah, to the people, is
Kind and Merciful. (22:65)

The verses continue to build unshakable faith, Tawheed, and
thereby Tagwa in the heart, through presenting signs in the
universe to ponder on and sense Allah’s Power and optimal
governing.

Do you not know that Allah knows what is in the heaven and
earth? Indeed, that is in a Record. Indeed that, for Allah, is
easy. And they worship besides Allah that for which He has not
sent down authority and that of which they have no
knowledge. And there will not be for the wrongdoers any
helper. (22:70-71)

These verses make the heart of a believer vibrate with
emotions that strengthen one’s faith and Tawheed. The
believer then turns to Allah full of Tagwa and sincerity,

104 . .
an expression from the Qur’an such as in 3:26
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associating no partners with Him. Why turn to others for aid
when you can turn to Allah, the One Who has all knowledge,
dominion and absolute power? Why turn to mortal beings like
yourself who cannot aid themselves, let alone others? Even if
you think they possess power, wealth or position, they still
cannot control what good or harm befalls them and they have
no say about their life, death or resurrection. This leads to the
following verses that address all humanity.
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Surah 22 — Al-Hajj
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The translation:

(73) O people, an example is presented, so listen to it. Indeed,
those you invoke besides Allah will never create [as much as] a
fly, even if they gathered together for that purpose. And if the
fly should steal away from them a [tiny] thing, they could not
recover it from him. Weak are the pursuer and pursued. (74)
They have not appraised Allah with true appraisal. Indeed,
Allah is Powerful and Exalted in Might. (75) Allah chooses from
the angels messengers and from the people. Indeed, Allah is
Hearing and Seeing. (76) He knows what is [presently] before
them and what will be after them.'® And to Allah will be
returned [all] matters. (77) O you who have believed, bow and
prostrate and worship your Lord and do good - that you may
succeed. 2*°® (78) And strive for Allah with the striving due to
Him. He has chosen you and has not placed upon you in the
religion any difficulty. [It is] the religion of your father,
Abraham. He named you "Muslims" before [in former
scriptures] and in this [revelation] that the Messenger may be
a witness over you and you may be witnesses over the people.
So establish prayer and give zakah and hold fast to Allah. He is
your protector; and excellent is the protector, and excellent is
the helper.

The following verses address all humanity, urging people to let
go of their mortal idols:

195 Allah’s knowledge encompasses every aspect of His creations in the past,
present and future.
1% see footnote 22.
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O people, an example is presented, so listen to it. Indeed, those
you invoke besides Allah will never create [as much as] a fly,
even if they gathered together for that purpose. And if the fly
should steal away from them a [tiny] thing, they could not
recover it from him.**” Weak are the pursuer and pursued.*®®
They have not appraised Allah with true appraisal. Indeed,
Allah is Powerful and Exalted in Might. (22:73-74)

These words are for those who seek help and support from
others besides Allah (&) and those who think that earthly
powers — whether superpowers or not — have the ability to
harm or benefit them. Allah (SWT) says that those they invoke
besides Him cannot create a fly — a despised creature by
human standards — even if they combine their efforts. And
even if a fly robs them of anything, they could never rescue it
from the fly. Weak are the pursuer and pursued (22:73).

It is to be noted here that modern scientific studies have
proven that flies produce enzymes that immediately break
down what they want to consume so that what has been
broken down can never be retrieved.

Flies are weak creatures of Allah and so are humans. This
comparison is meant for the arrogant, stubborn and
ungrateful humans who have not estimated Allah with the
estimation that is due to Him (22:74). Such humans may argue
about Allah without knowledge or guidance or an enlightening
book (22:8) or think that their power or marching armies can
protect them; but in fact they cannot rescue anything even
from a fly. If such arrogant humans think that they can

197 from the fly
198 Both the false deities and their worshippers are weak.
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challenge Allah’s Sovereignty and Power (SWT), they are
mistaken. The truth, which this great verse revealed, is that
they are extremely weak.

Verse 77, which has the sign for prostration (f), addresses the
believers:

O you who have believed, bow and prostrate and worship your
Lord and do good - that you may succeed.f (22:77)

Believers should understand that the conflict between the
Truth and falsehood is a fact of life but Allah’s universal laws
always prevail. There will always be arrogant disbelievers, so
disregard them, worship your Lord and do good — that you
may succeed.

This worldly life is one of toil and trials, not one of
recompense. Do all the good you can and strive to make the
Truth supreme. Do not hesitate or allow the advocates of
falsehood, with their plotting and scheming, stand in your
way. Instead, make the conflict with them become your
means to attain a higher degree on the scale of faith and
piety. The harder you struggle to defend the Truth, to do good
and to spread peace in the earth, the closer you become to
Allah (38).

This great surah starts with a call to have Tagwa and it
concludes with jihad:

And strive®® for Allah with the striving due to Him. He has
chosen you and has not placed upon you in the religion any

19 The original Arabic verb means: carry out jihad.
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difficulty. [It is] the religion of your father, Abraham. He
named you "Muslims"™*° before [in former scriptures] and in
this [revelation] that the Messenger may be a witness over you
and you may be witnesses over the people. So establish prayer
and give zakah and hold fast to Allah. He is your protector; and
excellent is the protector, and excellent is the helper. (22:78)

The command to have Tagwa appears in the first verse of the
surah and the epitome of Tagwa appears in the last verse.
Tagwa requires Jihad, striving against one’s self. Whoever
does not triumph over his desires, the unlawful inclinations of
his soul and its attachment to this worldly life will not be able
to triumph in other fields of struggle. The real victory is the
internal victory. This is a prerequisite to external victory and
empowerment in the earth.

The last verse also emphasizes the universality of Islam and
the issue of Muslims bearing witness before all humanity. The
Hajj has a universal message as it presents to the whole world
the true image of Islam: the brotherhood, the unity and the
cooperation of Muslims as well as their humbleness and
submission to Allah alone. The believer whose forehead
touches the ground in prostration before the Creator will
never bow or prostrate himself before mortal beings. This
believer does not have protectors besides Allah (SWT) for no
one can support, help, harm or benefit without Allah’s
consent.

The universal message of Islam offers peace and great moral
values to the world. It bears testimony that the Truth has been
conveyed to humanity. Conveying the message is one of the

9 The word Muslim means one who submits his or her will (to the Creator).
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greatest duties of Muslims. Every pilgrim should, therefore,
keep in mind the fact that he or she is presenting this message
to the world. Remember that your behavior and actions speak
louder than words. This is true everywhere but especially so in
the pilgrimage and the holy sites. If a Muslim errs (even by just
throwing an empty bottle or a piece of paper on the ground),
the ramifications are not restricted to himself; it becomes an
offense against this great message and its universal image.
Present Islam to the world in the best possible way. Let people
see a beautiful, clean, holy and spiritual picture of the Hajj —
one that shows the cooperation and love between the
pilgrims and reflects their close relationship to Allah (SWT)
Who honored them with this mission. Hence the surah ends
with the following words:

So establish prayer and give zakah and hold fast to Allah. He is
your protector; and excellent is the protector, and excellent is
the helper. (22:78)

Pilgrims should keep in mind that they are in charge of
delivering the message of Islam. When the Prophet (i)
performed the Hajj, he said, “O Allah, have | conveyed (the
message)? O Allah, be my witness.”

He () conveyed the message of Islam and fulfilled his duty in
the most perfect way, and it is our duty today to continue this
mission. We should never become the obstacles that prevent
the great message of Islam from reaching the world by foolish
acts or behaviors that repel others and are not in harmony
with our religion. Islam calls for everything that is beautiful,
for cooperation and love, for cleanliness and fairness. We
have to be sincere and honest when delivering the message of
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our fathers Ibrahim and Muhammad — may Allah bless them
both and grant them peace — not just through words, but also
through our behavior and actions.

| pray to Allah, the Almighty, to bless the pilgrims and guide
them to do all that will please Him. | pray that He grants them
humble hearts that will submit to His Will. | ask Him to help
them present the message of Islam in the best manner. May
Allah make the season of the Hajj one of goodness,
righteousness, faith and blessings for the Muslims as well as
for the whole world.

May peace and Allah's Mercy and Blessings be upon you.
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Some Supplications from the Qur’an
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Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not
forgive us and have mercy upon us, we will surely be among
the losers (7:23)
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Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] good and in the
Hereafter [that which is] good and protect us from the
punishment of the Fire. (2:201)
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Our Lord, do not impose blame upon us if we have forgotten
or erred. Our Lord, and lay not upon us a burden like that
which You laid upon those before us. Our Lord, and burden us
not with that which we have no ability to bear. And pardon us;
and forgive us; and have mercy upon us. You are our
protector, so give us victory over the disbelieving people.
(2:286)
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Our Lord, forgive us our sins and the excess [committed] in

our affairs and plant firmly our feet and give us victory over
the disbelieving people." (3:147)
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My Lord, make me an establisher of prayer, and [many] from

my descendants. Our Lord, and accept my supplication. Our

Lord, forgive me and my parents and the believers the Day the
account is established." (14:40-41)
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Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us

and grant us from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the
Bestower. (3:8)
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Sufficient for me is Allah; there is no deity except Him. On
Him | have relied, and He is the Lord of the Great Throne."
(9:129)
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