Listening activities
Practical activities to help students with listening. 

· Dictation 3 

· Dictation 2 

· Dictation 1 

· Songs, symbols and lyrics 

· Interactive listening and speaking 

· Listening for specific information 

· Listen for your word 

· Using songs in the classroom 

· Predicting language for context 




Dictation 3
Liliana Borbolla, Mexico 
These notes on dictation come from a talk presented by Edna Equihua, 22 August , 2003. 

· Telephone tree (sentence dictation) 

The teacher makes a telephone tree in class. After school, he/she calls the two first students in the tree and dictates one sentence. Then these 2 students have to call their assigned classmates in the tree and ask them to add one or two words to the sentence which they dictate. The last student gets the complete sentence and brings it to class, or e-mails it to the teacher, or both. 

For example:

1. Original sentence: Property is theft
2. Property is really theft (added word: really)
3. I think property is really theft (added words: I think)
4. I don't think property is really theft (added word: don't)

As an alternative this same technique can be used for writing, using the e-mail instead of the telephone. 

· Text reconstruction (dictogloss)

These can be done in a variety of ways. The important thing is that the dictation is given at a normal speed with appropriate intonation and stress patterns. Essentially, students write notes rather than every word. They then have time to turn those notes into the original paragraph. Students may hear the paragraph several times, as they fine tune their notes and writing.

For example:

Dictation paragraph:-
We will no longer accept your doctor's statement as proof of unfitness, as we consider that if you are able to go to the doctor, you are able to come to work. 

· The teacher reads the short paragraph. 

· Student A just listens 

· Student B writes what she/he can 

· Then in pairs they reconstruct the paragraph 

· The teacher reads the paragraph again 

· In fours they compare their writing 

· Students write the paragraph on the blackboard to check their work, or the teacher shows a wall chart with the paragraph previously written. 

  Mutual dictation (information gap)

· Student A has one part of the dictation 

· Student B has the other 

· A has to make questions to find out the missing words in his/her paper. 

· B tells A the words and then they switch.

  Using the students 

· Teacher elicits adjectives from student and writes them on the blackboard. 

· Students choose 4 adjectives which they like and write them under 2 columns: DIFFICULT or USEFUL. 

· Then they go to someone in the class and tell that person their adjectives and the other writes these adjectives down in the columns. 


Dictation 2
Liliana Borbolla, Mexico 
These notes on dictation come from a talk presented by Edna Equihua, 22 August , 2003. 

· The senses

The students take dictation and express feelings about the words. 
The teacher dictates words and they sort them out according to the sense(s) that the word awakens in their feelings. For example, 

I SEE: church, computer ,cloud, rainbow, rabbit

I HEAR: yesterday, typewriter, radio, rain, music

I TASTE: pie, rabbit

I SMELL: pie, rabbit

I FEEL: typewriter, rabbit, rain, music 

When they finish, they can sit in pairs and compare their tables and discuss their feelings about the words, why did they put them in the columns? 

· Think about meaning 

Quantifying sentences
Teacher dictates sentences using adjectives.
Students have to add a quantifier to the adjective used.
For example,

SENTENCE DICTATED .....................................QUANTIFIERS ADDED
He gets home late in the evening ................... at 7 pm 
They live in a large flat ....................................... 100 square metres
It saves time ........................................................ many hours 
She's overweight ................................................ 20 kilos 
He spends a lot of time in the bathroom........ 1 hour a day
It's efficient............................................................ very
She gets up fairly early at the weekend ......... at 7 a.m.
It's noisy ............................................................... 100 decibels
It often breaks down .......................................... every week

· Fill the gap 

Dictate, leaving blanks by saying "mmmmm". They have to fill the gaps.

For example, HIM or HER. The students complete the sentence with an appropriate pronoun (with "him, her, she or he").

1. _______is a good goal keeper.
2. ________was 80 and lived alone, but ________lives happily knitting all day long.
3. They made __________study medicine.
4. ______went to visit________in prison.
5. Her parents gave her a present but ____ didn't like it. 

ALTERNATIVE: Dictate a story asking them to fill in the blanks with verbs 

· Associations 

Set the groups in pairs,student 1 and student 2
Dictate 2 words that are similar, student 1 writes word 1 and student 2 word 2
They add 3 words related to the word.

EXAMPLE: 

PERSON 1 ................ PERSON 2................. ADDED WORDS
wood .......................... dark ............................. trees, chair 
would.......................... may.............................. modal, might
dear ............................ wife ............................. sir, sweetheart 
deer............................. brown ......................... Bambi, fast
bee ............................. buzz.............................. honey, sting 
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Dictation 1
Liliana Borbolla, Mexico 
These notes on dictation come from a talk presented by Edna Equihua, 22 August , 2003. 

Correction techniques

A. Shadow dictation 

Choose a writer and a listener
Teacher reads a paragraph (normal speed)
While one writes the other just listens.
Then have both re-construct the story
Teacher reads the story again so they can compare their version
For mixed ability classes, you can use their skills putting weak-strong students. 

B. Passing the buck 

Teacher dictates one sentence
The students pass the paper to the right 
Then everyone underlines the mistakes they find in the sentence.
Teacher dictates the second one.
Students pass the paper to the right
Now they underline the mistakes on the second sentence and correct the ones in the previous one. 
Whole class review all the sentences dictated. 

C. Word fields 

Teacher dictates
One student writes, the other monitors 
Then in pairs you ask them to circle all the words related to certain topic. 

For example,:

In the following story find the words related to sports.

She sat in the corner. She took a sip of her coffee and spat it out because it was foul. Her goal that evening had been to finish her essay, but there had been constant interruptions. 

For a start, her boyfriend had dropped in. She had heard him whistling as he came up the path and jumped up like a shot to let him in. 

But they had had a row that had just made him very defensive. 

He had just put up what he called his wall and was ready for every move she made. 

As he thought about it she tried to block his memory from her mind .


Sounds, spelling and pronounciation

1. Silent letter
a) Write the words and underline the silent letter

Christmas
Walk 
Platform
Knee
Sandwich
Wrong
Half 

b) Write the number of letters and the silent letter(s) 

honest ...........................6...h 
character........................9...h
daughter.........................8...u g h
cupboard........................8...P 
could................................5...l 

2. Listening for stressed syllables

Teacher says the words, students write in the appropriate column, according to the word stress.

FIRST SYLLABLE
coffee 
forty 
record 

SECOND SYLLABLE
canteen
cassette
record

Related

TALK - Questions - Dictation activities 
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Songs, symbols and lyrics 
Patricia Spindola Goncalves, Brazil
I am an English teacher in Brazil and I really enjoyed finding this site because it has helped me by giving me tools to use while teaching, such as activities, games and useful tips. I would like to write about an activity I use with my students which I consider very good and unusual. Once my best friend told me she had done it at school and I liked the idea. 

It consists of writing the lyrics of a song or even a story using some symbols instead of some words. For example, there is a song that says: "He was warm, he came around like he was dignified..." Instead of "warm", you write "cool" and cross it out so that the students will understand it is something different from that or the opposite. Instead of "around" you write "a+" and draw a circle, instead of dignified, you draw a man digging + a leg (circling the knee) + fied. I know it's a little complicated and it requires manual abilities for drawing (something I love to do), but it's very interesting and the students have a good time trying to figure out what the drawings and symbols mean. They listen to check their ideas and get the correct answers. 

After the activity, they can sing the song together and I also ask for them to write their own puzzles and the others try to figure out what they mean.

I hope you can use this idea. 
Thank you
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Interactive listening and speaking
Rolf Donald,teacher and teacher trainer, Eastbourne School of English

Despite the fact that most communication is face-to-face, most listening material does not train students to cope with this. Below you will find ideas that you can use with lower level and higher level students to develop their interactive listening skills and as a result their ability to interact.

Lower levels

1. Choose any dialogue, for example a dialogue involving someone checking into a hotel. You can use your course book for this or any other listening skills book.
2. Tell students that they are going to hear part of a conversation in a hotel or whatever other situation you have chosen.
3. Ask them to predict what they think they will hear.
4. Tell students that they will only hear one side of the conversation. Tell them that you are the receptionist etc. and that you will be speaking to them. They have to write down what you say.
5. Dictate each line of the receptionist's side of the conversation. More than once if necessary.
6. After dictating all of the receptionist's part, then elicit it from the students or alternatively ask them to write it on the board. Check the language.
7. Students then formulate their responses to the receptionist's side of the dialogue. Check these with the whole class and write them on the board.
8. Act out the conversation with the whole class. Leave the dialogue on the board. You are one side of the dialogue, the students the other side.
9. Repeat 8, having wiped the dialogue off the board. Students then act out the dialogue in pairs.
10. At a later date, for example at the beginning or end of a subsequent lesson, re-enact the conversation to see how well students are able to respond.

Higher levels

At higher levels you can do the same as outlined above but using a variety of text types. Alternatively you can do the following:
1. Tell students you are going to dictate utterances from a variety of situations. For example, 'I was wondering if I could change my holiday dates'. (Employee to boss).
2. Give them the different situations in a random order. Then dictate each utterance. Students have to match the utterance with the situation.
3. Check with the whole class. Then dictate the utterances again. This time students have to write down the whole utterance. Check the utterances with the class.
4. Students then formulate possible responses to the utterances.
5. Check these with the class.
6. Students then take it in turns, in pairs / groups, to say and respond to the different utterances.
7. You then address different utterances to different students and they have to respond as quickly as they can.
8. A further stage is to ask students to build up a 30-second interaction using one or more of the different utterances. 


As students realise that they are getting more proficient at responding appropriately in a variety of situations, then their self-confidence will increase also.
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Listening for specific information
Lucy Baylis, English language teacher with PACE at Goldsmiths College, UK 

These activities are good for training the students to hear everything and to identify individual words. They are challenging and students can see an improvement. You can do these kinds of activities regularly and they needn't take up a great deal of time. 

Procedures 
1. For lower levels: a dialogue taken from an elementary to intermediate course book. The teacher can then gap-fill the target language and students listen and write down what they hear, or, having replaced certain words and phrases with ones of his/her own, the students have to write in the correct word or phrase as they listen to the tape.

2. Cut-up a dialogue so that the students have to order the lines of dialogue they hear, either by simply numbering the jumbled text or moving individual cut up sentences into chronological order.

3. Dictations - all levels. The teacher dictates a sentence and the students write down the first word and the last word. Students listen again and count how many words they hear - this is difficult because of linking. They write down the number they think they've heard then the teacher tells them the real number, Students listen a final time and write down key words they hear and build sentence.

4. Similar sentences: The students have to identify the sentence(s) they hear

Could you open the door, please?
You couldn't open the door, could you?
Would you mind opening the door?
Could you open the door for me? 

5. Songs. The teacher gives students verbs from a song on cut up pieces of paper. Students listen to the song and order the verbs as they hear them, then the teacher gives the students the song lyrics and they compare their ideas.
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Listen for your word - listening activity for all levels
Patricia Ielmini, Argentina 

This is a simple way to improve students' concentration during listening activities.

I'd like to share an activity I learnt from Jeremy Harmer, in his last lecture here in my town. It's called "story words" and I think it can work with different levels. 

· First, choose a text or a short story that students have never heard, then, choose many words from it and write them on the board at random. 

· Divide the class into two teams. Ask students to choose "only one" word without letting the others know it; nobody knows anyone else's word. (In order to prevent cheating, ask the students to write their chosen word down) 

· Ask them to stand up. Then, tell students they will have to sit down when they hear their word otherwise they stay standing. 

· Finally, read the text or play the tape if it's already recorded. The team who sits first will be the winner. 

Believe me, it really works, students just listen, pay attention and have fun. Try it in your class.
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Using songs in the classroom
Andy, Thailand 

This is from a song workshop I gave some time ago. Take care with the copyright!
Songs can be exploited in many ways:

1: The Cloze or gap fill. This is the most familiar and popular activity, and for that reason is probably over-used. However, there are many important things to bear in mind when using them, and there are many different ways to use them.

· Have a point, be it vocabulary or prepositions or whatever.

· Don't cloze 3 or more in a row.

· For lower levels: give the first letter, miss out word endings, give dashes for letters, or give a glossary. 

· Give vocabulary clues or synonyms for the missing words. 

· Get students to work in pairs to predict words before you play the tape. 

· Insert extra words which students then cross out as they listen. 

· Change the words, as in "Careful Shouts" or "Countless Whiskies." 

· Cloze unstressed, then stressed words in the same song, and have students discuss why one is easier than the other. 

· Cloze several words in a row and Ss have to guess not only form (adj., adv., n., vb, prep.) but words, rhythm and rhyme. 

2: A-B activities. 
Students match beginnings and ends of lines, such as ."Another Day in Paradise" (simple) or "Private Investigations" & "If Only..." (more complicated).

3: Mixed-up activities. Generally, have the lines of the song on separate strips of paper

· Students put down strips as they hear them. 

· Mixed-up lines/verses. 

· Students try to organize in advance (use prompts). 

4: Dictation

· Wall dictation 

· Self-dictation (whole song blanked) 

· Part Dictation 

5: Translation. 

· Class chooses a song from their own language. 

· Groups translate. 

· Check with other groups. 

· Combine the best. Then work on rhyme and rhythm. 

6: Jigsaw-listening. 

· Groups listen to different songs with the same (Luka/Behind the Wall) or different themes (Easy Street/Money for Nothing) and peer teach vocabulary, compare. 

7: Composing

· Listen to the song 

· Students add verses of their own. Good songs for this are, "Imagine" & "Man Gave Names To All The Animals" by Bob Dylan. 

· Students finish the line in each verse, then listen to check. 

· In groups, students then write their own verse. 

8: Writing. 
Put random words from the song on the board. Students try and write the "tale of the song."

· Students paraphrase the song 

· Cut the song in half. Students predict the other half. 

9: Pronunciation. 

· He's got the whole world... /h/ sound 

· Do I speak double Dutch to a real double duchess... /d/ sound 

10: Vocabulary

· Miming verbs 

· Dictionary work 

· Matching 

11: Listening.

· Give Ss word list. Ss number as they here them. 

· Sound discrimination, e.g. tempted/tended 

12: Song Posters 
Arrange lyrics and pictures, or just lyrics, or translate.

Bibliography: Music and Song (1992) Murphey, T. Oxford University Press

Related

TALK - Questions and answers - Using songs
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Predicting language for context
Gareth Rees, teacher and materials writer 

This simple activity encourages students to predict language for situations before they listen. It is closely related to question styles often found in EFL exams, but could be easily adapted for other listening work. Its main use is in listening skills development.

· Choose a lexical group, such as feelings, locations/places, types of people, jobs. For example:- 

· Locations / places - A bank, a petrol station, a school, a hospital… 

· Jobs - A doctor, a shop assistant, a bus conductor, an office worker… 

· Feelings - Happy, excited, sad, disappointed, bored, fascinated… 

· Place the students in small groups. Put each word on a separate piece of paper and put them in a pile for each group, face down. 

· A student takes a slip of paper and says something that would be spoken in the context given by the piece of paper. The other students have to guess the context. 

· For example, a student picks the word 'doctor' and says, 'I'll give you these, and you need to take them twice a day, before meals.' The other students shout out the word 'doctor'. The fastest wins a point. The next student draws a card… 

You could use more than one context at a time, but be sure the students know which lexical sets are in use.

Once students are used to this kind of work, you should find that pre listening tasks such as 'Predicting the language used in an argument between a parent and a teenager' are more fruitful.

Related

THINK Article - Pre-listening activities
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Send us an activity
If you would like to send us an activity to share on this site, then contact us.

