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TO DAD




SEPTEMBER
Sa+ur&g>/_
Growr\-u?s are alwa?/s +a|kih3 about the "soocl old

dd7/5“ and how -H\ihss were so much better when
THEY were kids.

But T think ‘l'}\ey’re JUS"’ Jea|ous becavse MY
generation has all +his fo\hcy +ec)nho|037/ and stuff

+\\e7 didnt have srowihs up-

Believe me, '\:m sure w)neh I \mVe ki&s of m7/ own,

I’m gohha be ‘I'}\e exact Same wa7/ m7/ ?areh-l's
are NOW.

WHEN I WAS

YOUR AGE, WE WHATEVER
USED OUR LEGS POPS!

FOR GETTING
AROUND' %

,,,,,,




Mom's always say.’hs +hat when SHE was younger,
it was srecﬁ because eVerybocly in town knew
eVerybocly else and i+ was like one giant fo\mily.

But that doesnt sound so great to ME. T like
my PriVacy, and T really dont need eVeryohe

khowihs my VerSOhdl business.

HOWD Y
NEIGHBOR' =
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Mom says +he Problem with socie+7 these c}qys is

+ha+t eVeryboci)/’s got +heir nose in a screen and
hobody takes the +ime 4o get o know the
Peo?k:

who live around them.

T dont rea||7/ see eye +o eye with Mom on tha+t
i1ssve, ‘H\ous\'\.
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Persohally, T think a li+tle separation is a
GOOD ﬂ'\ihs.

YOUR
LEAVES
ARE 1IN

MY YARD
2

La+e|7/, Moms been going around town with a

petition to get ‘)eo?|e to stop using +heir \)\\ohes
and electronic sadse-l’s for for'l'y-eia}\-l' )nours.

Electronics are cluttering our lives! Let’s put
down our devices for a weekend and get to
know one another! Who’s in?

1. 41.
42.
2. 43.
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Mom needs a ‘whdre& Sisha‘l'ures before s‘we can
take the petition to Town Hall, but she’s ‘\o\vihs
+rouble getting \Deovle to put their names on it.

T Jus+ ‘\oPihs she siVes up on this idea soon ;
because its kind of ex\\aus-h'hs for ‘H-\e rest of us
o Pre-tehd we dont know }\er.

cnts gl e &
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T really dont understand w)n)/ Mom thinks we
need to 90 BACKWARD, anyway. From what T
can +ell, the old days werent that much fun.

I\f 7/ou ‘H'\ihk about it 5 7/ou hever see ahyohe n

those black-and-white \)"\O‘l'os SMILING.



Tn the old Jays, \)eoPle were just a whole lot
TOUGHER +han -l'\we)/ are +ocia7/.

But human beihss have EVOLVED ; and now
we heed ‘l'}\ihss like electric toothbrushes and
shov\)ihs malls and soft-serve ice cream to survive.




T bet our ancestors would be ?re++7/ disa\)?oih-ﬂ'ed
with the wa7/ we turned out. But once somebody
invented air-conditioning, there really was ho
turning back.

Weve gotten so s?oiled +hat Preﬁy sooh we won+
even have to leave our homes if we dont want +o.

YOUR BURGER
I SAID NO
Ifs SERVED. MAYONNAIS




Th fact, the way were headed, T'll bet a
+housand years from now human beihss woht even

have SPINES.

84/7*
%
»

Some \DeoPle comﬂaih +hat all this +ec\-\ho|037/
has made us soft. But if 7/ou ask me ; that's not
hecessarily a BAD ‘Hwiha.

There are all SORTS of luxuries howacla?/s +hat
make PeoPle’s lives better. Take ’Daby wipes, for
exam\ale. Peovle were using regular toilet paper for
"\uhc{reds o-F years, dhc} ‘I"'\eh all o-( a Su&c}eh some
genivs came up with an idea +hat was a +otal

Sdme c)no\hser.




What reo\||y amazes me is that it took so LONG
for PeoP|e to come up with +he idea. T seriously

can+ believe +the vy who invented +he |n'3¥\+{>u|{>

didnt see baby wipes coming.

Ahd w‘"\o KNOWS w\\d‘l' crazy +)m'h3 someone s

gohha come up with next to make our lives easier.
Whatever it is, though, T'll be the first in line +o
{)uy = ot

But if Mom had HER way, wed be |ivih3 like ?eoyle
did before there were computers and cell ‘)hohes
and ba{)y w.’Pes.

And T rea”)/ dont want o imagine |.’v.'h3 n a
world without baby wipes.
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Dad Sd}’S +hat when HE was srowihs up, in the
summertime kids Plo\yeci outside all dd}’ , until ﬂ\e)/
got called home for dinner at his\ﬁ.

oy
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Well, +hats ?re“H)/ much the OPPOSITE of the
way MY summer went this year.

T spent July and Au3u5+ at Film CamP, where
all I did was wa+c¥\ moVies in an air-conditioned

theater for eis‘ﬁ hours a do\y.

The main reason T sished up for Film Cam\) was

becavse T +)nou5‘-\+ it was for People who are
SERIOUS about movies, like ME.



But T found out it was REALLY Just a ‘)|ace
where parents could c}um? their kids off for some
c)nea\) babysi-l"l'ihs.
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ﬂ\e downside of s?ehdihs that much +ime in a dark
theater is +hat at the end of the day it took a
half hour for my eyes to ad just o +he sml.’e\ﬁ.
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The other reason T sishecl up for Film Cam\) was
to 3e+ out of the HOUSE. Ever since we 30‘%’ a

pet pig, i+ hasn+t been a lot of fun beihs home.
Esveciaﬂy not at DINNER.

For the record, T +hink its a« TERRIBLE

idea |e-Hih3 +he pig eat at the table, because it
ALREADY +thinks its a human being. And the
las+ -Hwihs we need is for it o think it's on equal
{ooﬁhs with the rest of us.

Ris\ﬁ after we 30+ +he ‘353 , Mom +)nous}\+ it would

be fun to teach it some tricks. So she would give
+he P;S a cookie when it stood on its hind |e35.

|'||'|l|||||
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But +he Pig learned 40 WALK like +that, and

it hasnt been on all fours ever since. To make
matters WORSE, my little brother, Mahh7/ , put
a \)dit‘ of his shorts on the \753, so now its like

we re living in +he house with a DEShey character.

Mom used to take the ?53 ou-l's.’&e, but after it
started walkihs U\)ris}ﬁ, it decided i+ was oo
3003 for its leash.

Mom was worried ﬂ\o\-l' f +\~se \753 ran off wed
never find it, so she got a collar with one of

those GPS +rackih3 c)m'\)s n t.
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But eVery +ime Mom put the collar on the P9
within five minutes it would be back OFF. And
dont even ask me how the P9 did THAT, since
?iss dont even have THUMRS.

So now the P9 Just comes and goes as it

pleases, and who KNOWS where i+ sPehds its
time. What rea||7/ stinks is that I have a curfew
but +he Pi9 DOESN'T.

| | TICK
TICK
l l TICK

O
-
oﬂ:: ¥ .z'r
™
|
/
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T think giving the Pig too many privileges is a
REALLY bad idea. One c}ay Pigs will rule the
world, and it'll be my family’s fault for starting
i+ all.

T wouldnt rea”y have an issue with +he P9 if

it didnt interfere with MY life. But T was late
on the first Jay of school because i+ was ‘.‘033'.“3
+he bathroom.

\IJH'\'\ ‘H’\e \753 n +)ne \\ouse, I was ac+ua||7/ |ookih3
FORWARD +o sc‘\ool s+ar+ih3. But once I 30‘I’
there T realized i+ was Just the same old -H-\ihs.

14



And to be honest with you, T feel like Tve been
n mic}dle sc\\oo| FOREVER.

I needed to mix ‘H’\ihss up a li+tle or I was
gohha go crazy. So in the first week of school, T
volunteered for the Homework Buddies program.

BE A BUDDY!

TEAM UP WITH AN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
KID TO LEND A HAND!

N 1) SIGN UP FOR
VL e
¥ S <) TODAY!
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But ﬂ\e main reason ]: sished up was so I could
ski\a +hird Per.'a&, which is Music class with Mrs.

Graziano.

To give you an idea of how |°h3 Mrs. Graziano
"\as been -H'\e MUSIC +eo\c}xer ; DAD ‘m& \wer w‘\eh
he was MY age. And a‘)\)dreh-ﬂy S‘)ehdihs -H\ir‘f)/
years +eac¥\ih3 middle schoolers how o Vlay musical

instruments DOES Some‘l’}\ihs +o a ‘)er‘SOh.

Last week T met m7/ Homework BucHy , this kid
named Frew. T have no idea w‘wy he even siahecl
up for +he program, +)nou3\-\, because he's one

of those PeoPle who reads scientific Journals and

co||ese textbooks for FUN.
16



’ﬂwe first time we so+ +03e+‘\er, Frew s}xowed me

his Nomework, which was some co|orih3 and a word
find. Frew said he didn+ need any \-\e|‘>, and then
he asked to see MY homework.

T Kad ot LEAST an hour of Math ?roblems and
a Geosra\)\\y assishmeh+ that wouldve taken me

ANOTHER 4wo hours , but Frew w\-\i\)?ec} ‘H\roua\\
all of i+ in about fifteen minutes.

And he wasn+ Jus+ fast, he was GOOD. T +urned
in the assishmeh-ts the next Jay, and when T 30‘!’
‘H\em back from m7/ +eo\c¥\ers, 1 }\o\d \)en[ec-r scores.

17



At first T {felt a li+tle bad about getting help
from a third sro\der. But then T realized that
Homework Buddies are SUPPOSED +o he|\> each

oﬁ\er out.

So now whenever me and Frew get +03e+‘wer, T
Just hand him a ?ile of assighments and let him do
Hs ‘H\ihs. ’ﬂwe way I see i1, -H\is IS workihﬁ out

'FO!’ eVeryohe.

SCRIBBLE
SCRIBBLE
SCRIBBLE

e -

M)f oh|7/ com‘plaih'i' about Frew is that sometimes
he's TOO ‘\elv-(uL He's been getting bored
wH'}\ m7/ \\omework, So ‘\e started makihs up
assignments to CHALLENGE himsel{.
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/ﬂ\e other clay he wrote a paper and attached it
to my REGULAR homework for extra credit. But
luckily T checked i+ over before )nahdihs t in.

V&

Detecting Commutative
Permeability in Physics

Doy Neffley
For a while T was Jus+ slaé to be 3e++ih3 some
"\omework \'\el\v. But receh+|7/ “:Ve been ‘H’xihkihs
+¥m+ since I,m -H-\e ohe w\\o “discovered” Frew, :[

deserve some kind of credit if }\e goes on to do
bis ‘H‘\ihss.

© NOBEL PRIZE®




\fﬁdh&&gy_
As if our house wasnt crowded ENOUGH, now
GRANDPA s living with us.

ﬂ\ey rdu'secl -I'}\e rent at Leisure Towers, ahc} )ne
couldnt afford +o live there anymore. So Mom
invited Grahd?a to move in with OUR fqmily.

Dad wasnt so hot on the idea , even +\-\ous¥\
Grahci?a is his own father. But Mom says it will
be Just like the old clays, when three generations
lived under the same roof.

T +hink Mom has this rosy imdse of the way ‘H\ihss
used to be, but T have a TOTALLY different
Pic-l'ure of what i+ mustve been like back then.

20



T was ac+uo\||7/ OK with Gro\hd‘)a moVing in with
us until T realized what it meant for ME. Mom

le+ Grahd\)d Vick ah7/ bedroom he wah+ecl, and of
course he chose MINE.

That meant T needed to find a new ‘)|ace to
slee\D. M)/ first *H'\ous}ﬁ' was to go to +he guest
room, but T for30+ that's where the ‘753 s+a7/s.
Ahd ‘I‘}\erejs no WAY I’m S‘mrihs -l‘}\e \)u||ou+

couch with a barn animal.

NN
1| |
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T ruled ovt RODRICK'S room n’s\ﬁ away, because
he mis\-rl' ac+ua||7/ be a step down from the PIG.

M7/ oh|7' other choice was +o room with MANNY,,
so T 3o+ out the air bed and set it up oh his

floor. But sleeping in Mo\hhy's room has its
OWN ?roblems.

Mom reads Mahhy a bedtime s+or7/ eVery hisH', and
sometimes +¥\e7/’re really LONG. Tn fact, |a+e|7

T +hink Mahhy’s been Pickihg out the thickest
books he can find Just to get on ry nerves.

IN A HOLE IN THE
GROUND THERE | ¥
LIVED A HORBIT. || |
> )

7

AL
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/ﬂ\ihss have been a little tense ever since Grahdva
moved in. You can +ell he doesnt reo\||7/ approve of
+\~\e way Mom and Dad are raisihs uS kic}s, even
ﬂ\ous}\ he never ac+ua||7/ comes out and SAYS i+.

Moms been ‘h"}/ih& o ‘)O‘H‘7’ tran Mahhy
FOREVER, and she’s experimenting with

some-ﬂ\ihs called “No Pants After Dinner.”

And it's EXACTLY what it sounds like.

Whats SUPPOSED +o \\a\)\:eh is that when
Mdhhy feels the urge to GO . he'll run to the
bathroom.

23



But Mdhhy JUS"" prances around all hia\ﬁ' wH"\
hoﬂ-\ihs on below the waist. And eVeh+ua||7/ he
ducks behind the recliner in the family room.

@SSSHH:I@ ‘A

ﬁ

T don+t +hink Dad’s a \wge fan of No Pants
After Dinner, but T can tell he's even MORE
uncomfortable with Grahci?o\ {)eiha here o

withess it.

T+s Preﬁy obvious }\avihs Grahd\)a around is
rea||7/ s+ressih3 ch} out. Ahcl eVery +ime one

of us kids screws up, it Jus-l‘ makes Dad even
MORE +tense.




What seems o ahhoy Dad the MOST is when

one of us kids asks Mom to do Some‘l"'\ihs +that we
should be able to do OURSELVES.

YeS‘l'erda)/ I asked Mom +o open a microwadve
burrito for me, becavse T alwa?/s have trouble with
+hose \)las-h'c Packases.

But Dad Jum\)ecl all over my case. He said if T
was stranded on a desert island with a +housand
microwave burrHos, I’J STARVE 4o death
because T couldn+ fiaure out how to open them

on my own.

25



T 4old Dad +hat the chances of me getting
stranded on a desert island with a thousand
microwave burritos were Pre-l-‘l?' slim, but he said
T was missing +he ?oih-l'.

He said if T dont learn how o do ﬂ'\ihss {)7/
MYSELF ; T'm not gohha be able o survive in

+he “real world.”

Ahoﬂ\er ‘H\iha Dad )ndd'es 1S \'\ow Mom s+l \\e|\>s
me 3e+ ready for school in the morhing. She
\)icks out m7/ clothes the his‘\‘l‘ before g and she
has a chart \\ahsihs in the kitchen o )ne|\> me
s+a7/ oh track.

Soap Breakfast  Teeth Shower Hair

Zonv)) T

Y 4Bl

C)

Underwear  Socks Pants Shirt Shoes

26




T guess Dad was Pre++>/ embarrassed {)7/ +he
c\-\ar-i', because the other Jd\)/ he took it down.
But without that +¥\ih3 to auicie me H'\roua‘\ +he
morhihs , T 30+ the order of ‘H\ihss all wrong
and ended up wearing socks over m7/ shoes.

These Jo\ys, T +hink Dad’s Just WAITING {or
me ‘o screw up- ﬂ'\is morhihs I {or30+ o \Du+ ‘I’\we

cap back on the tube of +oo+\'\\>as+e, and Dad was
reo\cly +o POUNCE.

27



T didnt think i+ was a bis deal, but Dad gave me
+his |oh3 S\Deec\-\ about how “little ‘H’\ihss have bis

»
cohsequehces.

He said if T was a kid srowihs up in frontier
times and it was my job to tighten the bolts on
+he wagoh wheels but T FORGOT 4o, then the

wheels would fall off and our (amﬂ)/ would get eaten

by wolves.

T 'H'\ous‘ﬁ' Dad was {)eihs kind of dramatic ; but
it DID make me feel a little 3ui|+7/ about that
+oo+\\\>as+e cap.

28



T'm not the oh|7' one who's been getting on Dad’s
nerves, ﬂwous}w. La+e|7/, Rodrick’s been 3e++ih3 under
Dad’s skin, +oo.

\rJ)neheVer Rodrick needs gas for )m's vah, )ne H-l's
Mom up for mohey. But o few his\\‘l's ago he made
the mistake of Joihs it in front of Grahd‘)a.

Dad said that from now on, Rodrick has +o Pd7’
for his OWN gas. And when Rodrick asked how
he was suPPosed to do THAT, Dad said it was
+ime for him 4o 9et a JOB.

29



So Mom ‘\el\)eé Rodrick 90 ﬂwrous‘\ +he He|\>
Wanted section of the hewspaper to find him a
Job +)na+ doesnt rec‘uire ah7/ skills or exPeriehce.

ﬂ\ey fa’hally found an ad for a restavrant that's

about fifteen minutes from our }\ouse.

WANTED

-~ !
s
— e~ L

P

Seeking motivated individuals € ——
lojointhe teamatthe |

DRID-RT |
10E GRBAM | G

0d-Timey Tobias

T went to the Old-fmey Tce Cream Parlour
for Rowle/s las+ bir-t)nday Par-ry, and that
experience may have PERMANENTLY ruined ice

cream -For me.
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/ﬂ\ey have +his one dessert on the menu called the
"Feedihs Trous\\ ,“ w\\ic}\ is FORTY Scoops of

ice cream all in one lohs +ra7/. And when you Pix
different flavors of ice cream +ose+\-\er, it Jus+
turns into Srd?/ s|0\>.

_---“‘

“\‘\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘

The OIJ-Timey Tce Cream Parlour is one of +hose
\)laces where the whole staff comes o your +able
to sing for your bir-l'}\day. That makes me really

uhcomfor"rable, because it's Pre++7/ obvious ﬂwe)/’cl
rather be Joihs ANY THING else.

{3 J IT'S YOUR BIRTHDAY /]
AND WE'RE HERE TO SAY ¢

y WE HOPE YOUR DAY IS DANDY
IN AN OLD-FASHIONED WAY {73

PNV
~ Q ™ x S ' '..0 Q .////4’
- =
QO
- — - 0 T~ O' : ¢ :)o
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Rodrick had an interview at +he restavrant earlier
in the week, and believe i+ or not, he got +he
Job. Sa+urc}a7/ was his first hia\w-l' of work, and
Mom ‘ﬂ\ous}ﬂ' it would be a 3005 idea for the rest
of us 4o surPrise Rodrick and cheer him on.

But when we got to the restavrant, we couldnt
find Kim ahywhere. Mom was ‘)re-H?/ worriecl, but
eVeh+ua||7/ we found him out back.

| )=

Mom wasn+ \\a‘)?y that Rodrick was on +rash du+7/,
and she gave the mandger d ‘)iece of her mind.
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But the manager said Rodrick was an "eh*l'ry level”
emvloyee and that eVeryohe who works at the
restauvrant )nas +to \70?/ -H\eir dues.

Tm Pre++7/ sure Rodrick was }\o‘)ihs wed all Just
90 home and leave him alone after that, but Mom
wanted to stick around. Ahd when Rodrick went
on his fifteen-minute ’Dreak, we }whs out with him
in the emv|o>/ee |ouh3e.

Rodrick S\Deh‘l' the rest of the hig}vl' +akih3 +he
trash from the kitchen out to +he Pum\)s-fer,

and T guess Mom wanted 4o see him one more
+ime before we lef+. So she told our waiter i+ was
Mahhy’s birﬂwday, and the waiter called the whole
staff 4o our table.

33



But T wish Mom didn+t 90 and do ‘H\d‘l’, because
+here’s 50me+¥'\ih3 about the smell of Sdrbase J'uice
+hat rea\ly ruins your appetite.

..AND IF YOURE FEELIN HUNGRY
YOURE AT THE PERFECT PLACE
NOW JUST BLOW OUT THAT CANDLE
SO YOU CAN STUFF YER FACE!

I\
md S €N oy
m//ll w7 P S ¢ (Fm Q
\\ - II” - "" -
RO peet |

ML“JA)’.
La+e|7/, Moms been +r7/ih3 to get Grahd\m to
tell us kids about what life was like when HE was

srowiha up.

Grahcl\)a says ‘H\a‘l' w)neh }\e was )’°“h3 -H-\e)/ didnt
have televisions or qhyﬂxihs like that, so kids
spent most of their +ime outdoors ‘)layihs games

like Kick the Can.
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Growh-u?s are ALWAYS +a|kih3 about ‘>|d7/ih3
Kick the Can. One +ime me and Rowley ac+ua||7
gave it a +r7/ to see what the bis deal was, but we
quH’ after about ‘H\ir‘iy seconds.

WANNA GO

INSIDE AND
PLAY TWISTED
WIZARD? (YEA@[
— . e  f——
1 dad G ——

Dad says when he was a kid, he and his best

friehcl, Giles, would Jus+ use -H-\eir imo\sihd‘h'ohs and

Play all Jo\y in the woods.




\Ale", me and Row|e7/ tried uSihS OUR ima&iha‘h'ohs
once, but Row|e)/’s dad put an end to it before we
could even get going.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON!
YOU PUT DOWN
THAT STICK RIGHT
THIS INSTANT!

Do\d sm’d +oda7/’s Pareh+s are oVerPro+ec+EVe, ah&
that when he was a kid, he and Giles roamed free
and never even bothered to tell their parents

w}xere -H\e)/ were soihs.

But Mom said i+ was a lot SAFER back in +hose
Jo?/s, and how its +oo Jahaerous for kids to be off
on their own without adult supervision. Dad said
‘Hm‘l' mis\'\‘l' be +rue, but kids like me and Rowley
need o learn how 1o PROTECT ourselves.
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Dad said when he was in middle school, he and Giles
buried stuff all over town so that if +)ne7 ever 30+
cornered, -Hwe)/ could \[is)n-f +heir way out.

A AT

| ¥

But Grdhd\)a had a different version of +\wih35. He
said Dad and Giles raided the kitchen drawer for
silverware, and THAT'S what -H\e)/ stashed all over
+he heishbor)noocl.

| PaS

B

= > - < v .4 v
|
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\Aﬂweh Pad’s moﬂ'\er realized \'\er forks ahcl knives
were missing, she made the boys c}is +hem all up
and bring them BACK.

After that, Dad and Giles got their hands on
some PLASTIC utensils. But +\\e7/ got into an
argument over whether or not a s?ork could be

used for self-&efehse, and ‘H'\ihss turned 03|7/.

Giles told his mother what Dad did and showed
her +he s?ork marks to prove . T guess +hose

mustVe been different times, because Giles's mom

bent Dad over her knee and SPANKED him.
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See, +hat's the ‘)roblem with \Du‘H'ihs +oo much stock
in the old Jays. You remember all the GOOD stuff,

but 7/ou forse-l- about the time 7/ou 3o+ sPahked {)7/

7/our best friend’s mom.

Wednesday

T guess T ‘H\ous}vl' Grahci‘)a would live with

us for a little while and then find a ‘)|ace +hat
was c\'\ea\)er than Leisure Towers. But now T'm

starting to worry that its PERMANENT.

Ahcl +\~\a+’s hot a sood ‘H\ihs 5 because I’m not
sure "\ow muc‘w |ohser‘ I can be Mahhy’s roommate.

39



For one ‘H\ihs " its not c}ishi'fiecl o s}mre a room
with a person who doesnt wear Pah'l's after dinner.

LA LA LA! || !

And Grahd\)q’s almos+ JUS‘l’ as bad. When he moved
out of Leisure Towers, his sirlfriehci , Darlene,
broke up with him. La+e|7/, he’s been moping
around the house in a ’Daﬂ\robe, which means T
can+ rea||>/ have friends over.
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T (isure the sooner Grahd\)a’s back in the game,
+he sooner he moves out. So T Ve been s‘wowihs

Grnhd\)a how to do online c‘a*h'ha +o ‘\d\) him
break out of HS funk.

T +hink Tve created a MONSTER " +\wou3¥\. Now
Gr‘ahc}\)a’s on the COM\)U“’CF +weh+7/-four hours a

day, and he's got at LEAST fiHy rela+.'ohs\~\i‘>s

soihs simu|+aheous|7/.

Dont even ask me how he kee?s track of whos who.

Belinda Bethany
has sent would like
you a wink to meet

you
Martha Tiffany
likes your has sent
profile you a
picture d poke
Sylvie Marjorie
likes your thinks you
knock- are nice
knock joke
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’ﬂxihss are S‘l'ar‘l'ihs to 4urn around for Rodrick ;
+oo0. He told Mom he got a promotion at work, so
of course +oh53\\+ we had +o pile into the car 4o
90 show him our SU?POF+.

T'm not sure if T4 call Rodrick’s new position a
PROMOTION ; -H\ous\\. ﬂ\ey’Ve 30‘!‘ him Jressihs
up as OIJ-’Emey Tobias, ‘H\e restavrants mascot.

A\)Pareh-ﬂy +he vy who had the Job LAST got
{ire& for beihs seen wi+\-\ou+ Hs \wea& on. AhJ

T suessihs when it comes to mascots, that's a

HUGE. no-no.
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Old-'ﬁmey Tobias is sop\)osed to walk around the

restavrant and 90 from table to table makihs

little kids }-\aﬂ)y. But as far as T can +ell, he has

the OPPOSITE effect.

DA

Thn fact, kids seem o rea||7/ HATE Ol&-/ﬁmey

Tobias. When we 30‘!’ there +oh-'3}\+ ] Rodrick was

3e+‘h'h3 it from eVer7/ side.

KICK

v — "

13




Rodrick told Mom that his manager warned him
if Re was ever caus%‘l' wH'\-\ou-f Hs Tobio\s \‘\edc} on,
hed be fired on the s?o+.

Luckn'l)/, one of the eyes on the costume's head
comes out, w}xic‘\ 1S 'ﬂ-\e ohly wo\7/ Rodrick was
able o s-l'a?/ \\ydra-l'ed.

oLURP
fﬁl % pe
-~ ~_§ r ’
| S~

Tm s+ar-h'h3 +o wonder if the 3u7/ who had +he

\jo’b Jressihs up as Old-/ﬁmey /E){)io\s 30+ 'Firecl
on PURPOSE.

T£ T had 4o bet on how |oh3 Rodrick lasts, T4
3.’Ve Hm two weeks, +o?s.
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Friday
All +he buzz at school has been about this {>53
+ri\> ‘o Hardscrab{ﬂe Farms that's comih3 up

next mohﬂw.

\/\n\eh 7/ou 3e+ to m7/ srac}e, -H'\e w\'\o|e class goes on
a week|oh3 trip to +his Place where you slee\) n |03
cabins and learn about nature and hard work.

T'm sure its a blast if you,re into that sort of
ﬂ\ihﬁ, but Te a|reacl7/ decided T'm gonha be

the one kid who s+a>/s BACK when eVerybody

else heads off on the trip.
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And while the REST of my classmates are sweating
it out in the woods, Tl be in +he school Iibrary
en Joyihs all the comforts of +he modern world.

AMARHHY ) C ooy,

L

=

Moms been +r7/ih3 +o 3e+ me to c}mh&e m7/ mind
because she thinks T'lI regret not going.

T rea||7/ doubt that's gonha )na\)?eh, +\wou3}\. The
heard horror stories from kids who went away to
Hardscrabble Farms, and T remember the letters
Rodrick sent home when HE went +here.

R he/ He/
3€+ meP HeIP /76/ gef/om/;e{b
oot o[ get rneP Ut of?
S ere | outof | herg,
here,

6



Tn fdd’, Rodrick seemed kind of traumatized {)7/
+he whole experience. When he got back from +he
trip he crawled into bed and s+a7/ecl there for an

entire weekehd.

s‘?‘° %%"‘ e e
%‘\ '] p
N !G)
> |
> ) )]

Today was the deadline for Pickihs who you

wanted to room wi‘l"'\, and at lunch eVeryohe was

scrambhhs to get into o sood cabin. T was 3|ad T

a|read7/ decided T wasnt going, becavse T really
didnt want to deal with all +hat drama.

‘?f tu@

T fel+ a little bad for Rowley because he was
couh‘h'hs on J()u\r\ki\r\s with ME. When T +old him T

wash+ soihs on ‘H\e +r.'?, he went around seeihg if

anyone had an opening in their cabin.
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But b}/ the end of the lunch Periocl, ‘H\ihss weren+
|ookih3 sood for Kim.

T cant rea“y worry about Row|e7/ ; ﬂ\oush 3 because
The got my OWN Vroblems to deal with.

Moh&ay , Mom and Dad got a letter from the
school sayihs ﬂ\e)/ had to come in for a s‘)ecial

\Dareh‘l’-‘l'eo\c\'\er conference.

T Ve been worried sick all week becavse T
‘l"\ous‘\‘l' T mustve {orao‘H'eh +o cross Frews
hame off of one of m7/ homework assighments
ahcl 1 was in trouble.

But that wasnt it at+ ALL.

8



The reason the school asked Mom and Dad +o
come in was to tell them +hat my homework
srades have imProVeJ so much ) -H\e/re \DU‘H'ihs

me in harder classes.

Well, T'm sure Frew will appreciate \-\avihs more
c)na“ehsihs \\omework, but he cant be there to
}\elv me durihs TESTS. So unless T can -fiaure
out a Wd?' to sneak him into sc\\ool R I’m never

Sohhd PdSS.

\f\”\eh Mom and Dad came \-\ome from +}\e \)areh+-
teacher com[erehce, Mom said we needed o

celebrate +he usoo& hews.
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Of course THAT meant going to +he Old-’ﬁmey

Tce Cream Parlour.

T was getting a little sick of S\vehdihs eVery
his\\‘l' at Rodrick’s work " and I ‘H\ihk Grdhd\)d
was feelihs the same waly. He +old Mom ice cream
makes his gums hurt and he was gohna s+a7/ home
+his +ime around.

T 4ried using the same excuse, but Mom was
dead set on us soihs.

When we 30+ to the restavrant, +\\ou3¥\, Rodrick
was how\"\ere to be fouhd. T‘ne manager +o|d Mom
that Rodrick never showed up for work.

A
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That sent Mom into a PANIC, and we got back
in the van o 90 look for him. We drove all over

+he ?lace , and we f.’hally found Rodrick walkihs

along the side of the Hs)nwa?/.

When we Pullecl over, Rodrick got in +he van and
ex‘>|qihed wha+t \'\a‘)‘)ehed. He said there was a
traffic Jam on the )nishwa?/ and he was gonha be

late for work. So he 30+ into the car-‘;ool lane,
where he could go a lot FASTER.

But the rule for the car-?oo| lane is that you
have 1o have at least TWO Peovle n your vehicle.
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So Rodrick made it look like Old-Timey Tobias was
si‘H'ihS next to him in the passenger seat.

Uhfor+uha+e|7/, some ea3|e-e7/ed cop Pu||e& him over.

5 POLICE

ﬂ\e cop wasnt amused and gave Rodrick a ticket
for one hundred dollars. Then he found all sor+s
of ‘H’\ihss wrohg with the vah, like a broken
+ai||53¥\+ and an ex?ired ihs?ec-h'oh sticker.

After +hat, the cop had Rodrick’s van towed
and left him stranded on the side of the road. So

Rodrick was a« HUGE target for all the kids who
were stuck in the traffic Jdm.
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Mom +old Dad o drive \'\ome so s\‘\e could ‘erow
Rodrick’s costume in -I'}\e was\\ihs mac‘-\ihe. But
w\-\eh we 30‘!‘ ‘o our street, ‘Hwere were cars

\)c\rke& up and down on {)oﬂ-\ sides.

/n\ere were even cars \)drkecl on our LAWN . w\wic\-\
was PreHy s+rah3e.




We had to \Dark the van at the bottom of the
hill and walk up the street. When we fiho\lly got

+o our yard ) 7/ou couH \\edr |ouc1 mMuSIC comihs 'from
-H\e \wouse.

Ah& w\\eh we o?ehed ‘Hwe front Joor, ‘H\ere was a
RAGING \)dr‘fy 3oih3 on inside.

We had 4o ?us% +)nrous\~\ the crowd to find
Gro\hcl\)a ; who was out back in our old hot +ub.
Ahd from +he look of ‘Hnihss, he was }\avihs +he
time of his LIFE.
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Dad kicked eVeryohe out of the house ; which
took FOREVER, mos+|7/ because no one was in a
bis \wrry to leave.

When eVeryohe was gohe, Dad lit into GrahJPa
for \-\avihg a ?ar+7/.
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Grahd‘)a said he didn+ PLAN on }mvihs a ‘)ar-l'y.
He said he 4ried to invite ONE |a57/ from his
Jd‘l’ihs site over to watch a movie ) but he mustve
accideh'l'ally hit “send all.” And then eVeryohe
showed up at once.

Dad was rea|l7/ mad, but it mustve been awkward
for him 4o come up with a ?uhis\\meh‘f for his
owh farﬂwer.

L guess he couldnt think of ahy‘l'\'\ihs better, so
he JUS“’ ‘)u‘f GrdhAPd in time-out.
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T wish we had done a better \job of clearing out
+he Par+7/ sues-i's when we 30+ }xome, ‘H\oua\\,
because there were a few stragglers in Mahhy,s
room who didnt ?oke +heir heads out until ‘H‘\e)/
+\wou3\~\+ the coast was clear.

Tuesday

E ver since GrahclPa had his \Dar+7/, Dad hasn+
been wi||ih3 to leave him home alone. And when
DAD cant be there to watch Hm, he makes one
of US do it.

Grandpa’s supposed o sit in time-out for an
hour a clo?/ to work off his \Duhis}\mehﬁ', but

he likes +o do that in front of the television
instead of in the corner.
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So if 7/ou’re on Grahci\)a Ju+7/, 7/ou have to watch
whatever HE wants to watch.

<qu, HA»D
HAW!
=

UP YOUR NOSE
WITH A RUBBER
HOSE!

But c}urihs +he school 30\7/, Grahc}?a is home
ALONE, and T think Dad’s nervous there’s
gonha be aho-ﬂwer ?ar‘l'y.

So }\e went out and boua)n-l' one of +\~\ose webcams
+o make sure +\\ere isht dhy fuhh)/ business 3oih3

on while he's at work.
T dont know where he PUT i, exo\c+l7/. But what

T DO know is that he's not JUS"’ usiha it o kee‘)
an eye on GRANDPA.
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GET YOUR
FEET OFF THE

COFFEE TABLE.

=

Tmall for +ec}\ho|os7/, but not when its used
AGAINST me. T dont like }mviha a camera in

the house ; because howacla?/s there are cameras

eVeryw‘\ere 7/ou turn.

Ahcl A 7/ou ever do some‘l')nihs embdrrassihs N a

\)ublic Plo\ce, trust me, its gonna get recorded.

SECURITY

But the wors+t -I'}\ihs is cell P\-\ohe cameras, because

howadays EVERYBODY'S got one.
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Last summer w‘-\eh I was se-H'ihs out of 'H\e
town \DOO‘, my {)aﬂ-\ihs suit fell down a little and
eVeryohe Saw it )naﬂ)eh.

And before T even dried off, +he Pic-h;res were
‘)os+ec} all over the Tnternet.

w AN Carla

Saw this at the
town pool today!

e‘324 likes

7 ° « *
l naney | J—~—
! X T —

This kid really % %4
"cracked" me up! o
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These cla?/s 7/ou can even get in trouble for -l'akihs
a \Did'ure of YOURSELF. A few months ago we
went to brunch after church, and when we lef+
the restavrant, T fel+ like T mish‘f Kave s?ihac\w
n m7/ +eeth.

I wash+ ahyw‘\ere near a mirror, So I borrowed
Moms cell P\\ohe to take a picture of myseh[, Just

‘o make sure.

e

But some |a&7/ in front of me ‘H-\ous\ﬁ T was
+a’<ih3 a P‘\o-i'o of HER ’ and she wouldn® let

us leave until she looked ﬂ\rous"\ +he ‘)ic+ur‘es on
Mom's P‘wohe to make sure T HADN'T.
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Now that T think of it, that mightve been
w‘-\arl' started Mom on -H-u's electronics-free idea
‘o besih with.

S?eakihs of which, Mom got all +he sighatures
she needed to take her petition to Town Hall.

The way she GOT +hem was b}/ intercepting all
+he Po\r‘l')/soers as +\~se7/ were |envih3 our house
+he other his}ﬁ’.

After Mom took the petition to Town Hall, +he
leaders had a vote and made it official. So this
Sd‘thc}ay, ‘l')ne w‘\ole towh 1S soiha o Vo|uh+dri|7/
uhPlus for +he weekend.
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Mom's made i+ her mission to get the word out to
as mahy ?eovle as Possible. Tm +r75h3 to kee\) a
low Profﬂe until this whole -H-\ihs is over, but Mom
hasnt been makihs it easy.

. ol
7 7 /

I +)nihk CU‘H'ihs ourselves off from ‘H\e outside
world is a bad idea. Tf there’s a zombie a\Doco\ly\)se

or someﬂ\ihs bis like that, were gonha be the
LAST ones to know.




&dgy_
As \)ar‘f of ‘H\is electronics-free weekehcl,
eVeryohe’s SU\)Posec} +o come down o ‘H'\e ‘own \Dark

+omorrow for a Vo|uh+dr7/ cleanup.

But its gohha take a lot more ‘H\ah onhe afternoon
to make a dent in THAT mess.

These Jays , the ?ark looks like 50me+¥\ih3 out of

. )
a moVie w)nere ‘H’xeres been a nuclear war.
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The Park used to be NICE, but ‘I'Hhss went
downhill when the town ran out of money.

The main reason was because they voted +o build a
ohe-way “cell P%ohe oh|7/" Pa‘ﬂ-\ -H\rous‘w +he ?ark,

since half the time Peovle on the REGULAR
\:a-ﬂ-\ weren+ wa+c)nih3 where -Hwey were soihs.

So all the mohey that was somaosed to go to

resular c|eahU\> went to this new Pa'ﬂw for PeoPle
who wanted to use their electronic devices while

*Hwe)/ walked.
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But the pro Jec-l' 30+ too exPehsiVe ; and +\~\e7/ had
to cancel i+ before ﬂ\e)/ finished +he fooﬂ)r‘idse

over -l'}we creek.

Ph: /7771

The Po\rk got really run-down after that, and
families s+o?\>ed coming ohce teendgers took over.
So if +he \)eoyle orgahizing +his c|eo\hU\> are smart,
the first thing they ll do is find an exterminator

+hat s?ecializes in teenagers.

Saturday

T Kave no idea what time T woke up +his morhihs,
because the clock on Manny's dresser was uhvluased.
Th fact, EVERYTHING in the house was
uh\)lussecl, which goes to show that Mom was
+a’<ih3 +his electronics-free 'H-\ihs Pre-Hy |i+era||7/.
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ﬂ\e next +\wih3 1 noticed was that there were a
LOT of people out walkiha in the heia"\bor‘\oocl.
So T guess everyohe had decided 4o get into +he
“old-time" spirit.

I was ‘)lahhihs on Jus+ re|axih3 o\hd reaclihS

comic books on the couch all clay, but Dad said T
should take adVah‘l'ase of all the “foot traffic.”

He said when HE was a kid, he and Giles oPehed

a lemonade stand and earned ehouS"\ mohey +to buy

them each a new skateboard. T said T -I'}\oug}vl' a
lemonade stand was a GREAT idea.
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Dad SUrPrised me 57/ \\ahdihs over +weh+7/ dollars in
“seed mohey“ +o \we|\> me get started.

I knew T was gohha need a business ‘)ar-l'her,
so T called Rowley and told him to come down.

T 'Fisured we d get going b)/ |ookih3 up +he

reci\De for lemonade on the Ih+erhe+, but Mom
had hidden the power cord o the com\)u+er. T
was a little embarrassed to ask Dad, so me and

Row|e7/ decided o wihs it.

I khew we)c; heecl lemons for sure, So we rode our
bikes down to +¥\e convenience store and boush-f
out their whole SU‘)‘)I)’.
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When we 30+ back "\ome, we didnt know the exact
humber of lemons 4o \Du+ in the \:Hc%er. So we
went on the \wig)n side Jus-l' to be safe.

T was Vre++7/ sure the oh|7/ other ihsreclieh’r for
lemonade besides water is SUGAR, but we didn+
know how much of THAT we were SU\D\)osec} to use,
either. So we Just eyeba“ed it.

T ‘H\ous}-\‘l' after that we were \are++7/ much soocl
o 90, but then Dad came downstairs , Saw what

we were Joihs, and told us we got it all wronhg.
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Dad said that, first of all, the GREEN lemons
we boua}ﬁ' were ac+uq||7/ LIMES, so we had to

3e+ rid of +hose.

ﬂ\eh he said +)na+ to make lemonade we needed
+o

tnrtoHhae |l araotes.iWHAR fvouhdivS Qe RiZeE +d-Herow
at the besihhiha.

But Rowley was too scared to cut the lemons because
he said ‘H-\e)/’c} make his eyes water. T told him he
was se‘H'iha lemons confused wH')n ONIONS.

He wash+ budeihs ; ﬂ\ous}\ ; and T knew T had
to do Some'l"'\ihs about it or he wouldnt }\ely out.

So I clus around in ﬂwe garage until I found a
mask Row|e7/ could cover his eyes with.
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Once Row|e7/ calmed down, we started cwtting +he

lemons, which was a LOT harder than T -H\oug‘ﬁ
it would be.

When T sliced into +he FIRST lemon, T got a
shot of J'uice ris‘ﬁ n m7/ eye.

T+ S‘I'uhs like CRAZY, and T could barely see.
Row|e7/ +ook +he snorkel out of his mouth and
started in with the whole “T +old you so stuff,
but T didn*+ wanna hear i+.
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After T got my vision back, we Squeezecl all of
our lemons into ‘H’\e water and set up our stand
on the sidewalk.

A few Peo\ple s+o\>\>ecl 57/, {)u+ it was just to
criticize eVery-H\ihs we were cloihs. One lo\d7/ +old
us we heeded to stir +he lemonade to mix the
sugar in better. But even after we did THAT, she

wouldnt make a \)urc\-\ase.

Another vy who tasted our lemonade com\)|aihecl
+hat i+ was +oo SWEET.
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/ﬂ\e next few \)eoyle said the same -H\ihs. So T
Jum\)ecl out half the ?Hc}\er and added more water.
But ?eoP|e didnt like where T GOT i+ from.

One avy had o \Droblem with the fact that we
were usihs +\\e same slass for eVer7/ customer,
even -H-\ous‘\ T exﬂaihed +o him that we were
rinsing 1t ovt after eVery use.
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We 30‘!’ ‘HreJ of si‘H‘ihs out In +)(\e }\o+ sun dhd
decided our lemonade stand would work Just as well
as a self-serve business. So we put out a Jar where

Peop\e could pay for what —Hwe)/ drank.

But ‘l'\\e second you set up an ‘"\ohor Sys+em 5
somebod)/’s SO‘H'G 90 and ruin i+ for EVERYONE.

HEY!

We realized we were Just gonha Kave to suck i+ up
and man the lemonade stand full-time. So we got

o\ho-l'\\er slass from +}\e kHc\-\eh cabinet and \'\eaclecl
back outside.
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T started +o notice that the \)eo?|e wa|kih3 UP
the hill looked a lot thirstier +han +he Pe0\7|e
wa”(ihs DOWN i+. So we Pos+ed a hew pricing
\DO‘EC)’ +o +ake full advm-fase.

/4 N\ 7
50¢ | [$1.00

lass lass
ils>)(]8(] p KOSG //

A cou?|e of ‘)eoPle ‘H'\oue\'ﬁ‘ our Jdl" was for

N

TIPS, and +\we7/ droP?eJ in some loose chahse.
After that, we started pushing the tips,
because ahy mohey we {)roush-f in that wa?/ was
100% \)rm[H.




T was s+ar+ih3 to {feel sooJ about +¥\ih35 until a
kid named Cedric Cuhhihs\-mm set up his OWN

lemonade stand a few houses down.

And it was ?re++7 obvious he had helP from his
parents, becavse HIS stand made ours look like
a JOKE.

ICE-COLD

_—
e
- —
—_—]

See, +this is the Problem when you have an orisihod
idea. Five seconds later you’Ve got a million co‘)yca-l's.

Thma Pro{essiohal, ‘H\ous\\ , and T wasn+ gonna
+ake a little compertition Persohally. So T offered
Cedric two bucks 4o +ake his lemonade stand
&owr\, and he asreeJ ‘o .
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But a minute later ; he set up his stand asaih ;
this time direc+l7/ across the street from us.

I was Se-H'ihs pre ahhoyed, because we were
runhing out of lemonade and T knew Dad wasnt

gonha siVe uS ahy more mohe7/ for ihsredieh-l's.

That's when T realized if we sold WATER
instead of lemonade, we would save ourselves a lot

of hassle.

Plus, it was pre obvious Cedric had cornered
the lemonade market, ESPECIALLY after he
\)u+ up \wis new siah.

ICE-COLD
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But T knew if we were gonha sell water, it would
have to seem extra-special to get people +o PAY
for i+. So T came up with an dweSOme-sothihs
name, and then T filled Mahhy's ba’oy pool with

water so we wouldnt run out for a while.

T we were gonha call this stuff “fitness

water,” wed have to let PeoPle know it ac+ua||7/
WORKED. So T had Rowley do some \jum‘)iha
Jacks and \)ush-u?s in front of our stand.
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The \)roblem is, Rowlefs not in the best s}mve , SO
it was a bad look for our company.

Luckily, a guy who was ac+ua||7/ n s}w\:e came up
+he hill n'sh-r after that, and T offered o pay
him a few bucks if he +old eVeryohe he got +hat
wa7/ 57' drihkiha our NRG Fitness Water.

But I guess )ne )nad better -H\ihss ‘o clo, because
he told us he wasnt interested.
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Uhfor+uha+e|7/ ) & guy wa|kih3 DOWN +he hill
overheard us, and he said hed be HAPPY +o

ehdorse our \)roclud'.

Not to be mean or ahyﬂxihs, but this 3u7/ Je#hﬁel)/
did not have the look we were after.

So to make him 90 away, T \)did him +hree bucks
to ell ?eoP|e he DIDNT drink our stuff.

T realized we were still competing for JDe.Verduse
dollars with the kid across the street and that if
we were sohhd mdke ah7/ REAL mohey ) we heeded

+o0 move our oPera‘h'oh ‘o a w\\ole hew marked.

Ah& T knew Jus+ +he \)lace.‘ +he town \)ark.
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With the bis c|eahu‘> soihs on down there ;
T fiaureci there would be a TON of +\'\irs+7/
volunteers. So me and Rowley loaded up a wagoh

wiﬂ\ as muc)n of our ?rodud' as we could co\rry

and headed down +he hill.
IH I

4
° o
=N N
. l '

Halfway +o the Pdrk, Rowley said he was Jehydrcﬁed
and needed a drink. T didnt wanna stop, but e
looked like he was gohna pass out. So T let him
+ake a bottle and made a note 4o dock his pay

later on.
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When we so-l' down to +he \)ark , 1t seemed like the
whole TOWN was there. EVeryohe was workihs
rea||7/ hard, and it was \)re-H7/ hot out.

As a BONUS, the water fountain was broken,
which meant Peoﬂe didnt have any real options for

quehc\wihs their thirst. So me and Rowley knew we
were gohhd make a KILLING se||ih3 our stuff.

Uh{or‘l'uha-l'el)/ , Mom SPO‘H'ed us ris}n‘f away and

asked w}m‘l' we were up +o.

T +old Ker we were gonna sell our fitness water to

ahyohe w\\o was wi“ihs +to s"\e" out a few bucks.
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But Mom said i+ was "‘l'acky“ o \)ro{H' off a bunch
of volunteers who were sacri{ic.'ha their Saturda
to clean up +he ‘Do\rk. T +old her eVerybody

who drank our water would be able 4o volunteer
TWICE as hard, and the whole c|eahuP would 90
a lot quicker.

While me and Mom were arguing about this, the
|ddies w"\o were workihs on ‘H‘\e flower bed +o+o\||7/

raided our svmﬂies.
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Ahcl before we could do ahyﬂwihs about e ‘H\e?/

had Poured our whole ihVeh+or7/ of fitness water

into the 3rouhd like it was J'us+ some chea‘) Juhk.

T did o quick calculation and fiaur‘ed +hat was
at least 4wo hundred dollars in los+ Profi-l's
see‘Dihs into the srouh&. But +hose ladies JUS"’
went ria)n-l' back 4o their Plah-l'iha like i+ was no

bis deal.

S+ill, i+ wasnt too late for me and Rowley to
turn +his ‘H\ihﬁ around. We sa‘l'herec{ up +he
emv-ty bottles and headed down 4o +he creek
for a refill.
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Mom s+eﬂve& N our waly. She 4old me and Rowley
she wanted us to %elp +he volunteers with +he
cleahuP, and handed us some lawn tools +o get
started.

T explaihed that we were BUSINESSMEN and
REAL businessmen dont work for free. But before
T was even done +a|kih3, Rowley was oh his hands

and knees Plnh—h'hs \)erehhia|s.

T knew T had o get out of there as quickly as
Possible or ID se‘l‘ r‘oPec} in, too. But Mom was
onhe s+e‘> a\wea& of me.

She said when T was little she used +o take me
+o the ?o\rk eVery day, and that those were her

mos+ s?ecia| memories of the two of us.
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She told me if we DIDN'T clean +he Pdr‘k,
OTHER moms wouldnt be able +o have the same
kinds of ‘)recious moments with THEIR kids.

See, Mom knows EXACTLY how 4o get to me.
And that's the reason T found myself quihs leaves
for FREE instead of makihs a truckload of mohey.

The rake Mom gave me was o piece of J'uhk, +\\ou3\\,
but when :[ asked for a new onhe, she said eVerybody
was c}oihs their best with what ‘H\e)/ had.

T+ took me a half hour to scrape +03e+\\er a measly
\Jile of leaves, and then a bunch of little kids came
+eo\r‘ih3 ‘H\roug}\ it and undid all m7/ )ndrcl work.
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Dont ask me w‘-\y ‘)eo‘ple broua\w-l' their little kids
+o the Park cleahu‘), because -H\e)/ were ho \~se|‘>
at ALL. Th fact, +\\e7/ were CONSTANTLY

Se-H'ihs into trouble.

A+ one \)oih‘l' a ’ouhc}w of -Hwem were ?layihs N a
‘Jile of fertilizer, and someone had +o chase them
out of ﬂ\ere.
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The whole ‘)o\rk cleahuP effort was TOTALLY
JESOrsahizeJ. Nobody was ren"y n c)no\rse, so it

was just comPle‘re CHAOQOS.

ﬂ\ihss got even CRAZIER when a bus \DU“ed
into the ?dr‘kihg lot and a bunch of teenagers in
orange Jum‘)suH’S filed out.

IR
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A\)\)areh+|7/ +hese 3u7's were bused in to serve
their punishment for committing crimes like
s%o‘)h-f‘l'ihs and vandalism. And if T had o guess,
T4 say few of them were direc+|7/ resPohsiHe
for +he Srd'”i‘l'i on +he \)ldysrouhd equi\)meh‘l'.

ﬂ\e commuhi+7/ service 3“7'5 were more interested

n soo'fihs off than PHc\wihs in. And some
of the stuff +)ne7 were Joihg was Jowv\ris}ﬁ'
DANGEROUS.

But ri3¥\+ when it seemed like it couldnt get any
worse, a bunch of vans rolled into the \)arkihs
lot and an entire Girl Scout troop Poured out of
the vehicles.
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Ahd it looked like +\‘\e7/ meant BUSINESS.

RO sd%e
. . M

F3

‘i

Within ten minutes ; ‘H'\ey had oraahized eVeryohe
at the \park cleahuv nto se\mroﬁe teams, with a
Girl Scout in c)narse of each one.




M)/ team was res?ohsible for ro\kiha leaves in the
\:laysrouhd area, and the sirl n c)narse of my

3rou? was a Prownhie.
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T+ was a little em{)arrassihs, but to be honest
with you, T was HAPPY the Girl Scouts came in

and w\-\i\)\)ed eVerybon nto s}m‘)e.

EVery +ime T Ve seen the Girl Scouts get involved
with a project, TVve been IMPRESSED.

A few months 490, the town wanted to build a
commuhi+7/ sardeh, but hobody could 3e+ +heir act
+03e+¥\er and the project fizzled out.
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But then the Girl Scouts swooPed in and built the
whole -H-\ihg on a Suhcldy afternoon.

T +ell 7/ou this: T 7/ou \DU‘I' a group of boys m7/
age n c‘warse of $ome+¥'\ih3 like ‘H\d‘l’, hoﬂ'\ihs
3003 would come of i+. ESPECIALLY if +here

were power tools involved.
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Even ‘H'\ous\\ ‘H\e)/ were at the town Park to work,
the Girl Scouts werent gonna le+ an o?Por‘fuhi‘\'y
to do some fuhdraisihs pass +hem {>7/. ’ﬂwey set

up o stand to sell cookies, and one of their first
customers was MOM. So I guess s"\e’d c}wdhsec}
her mind about Peovle se||ih3 stuff to volunteers.

T was slad the Girl Scouts were runhing the show,
but -H-\e)/ were workih3 us HARD. After an hour of
rdkihs, T was worn out and wanted o g0 home.
But i+ was clear 'ﬂ\e)/ weren+ letting ANYONE
go until the last leaf was bq%ed.

Ahoﬂwer person n my 9roup w\\o seemed a little
worn out was m7/ Homework Bud&y ; Frew.
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OTHER Veoyle ﬁsured out how smart Frew is,
and a buhc\w of 9grown-ups started bussihs Hm
for stuff +¥\e7/’d usmlly get from their PHONES.

FREW! HAVE
ANY CATS DONE
ANY THING
AMUSING

FREW! WHAT’S
FREW! HOW'S \ THE WEATHER
THE STOCK | FORECAST
MARKET FOR THIS
TRENDING? A WEEKEND?

T noticed that eVery half hour, the Girl Scouts

rotated from 9roup to 9roup. So Jurihs a
c\mhsihs of the suard, T saw m7/ oP\)or-ruhH'y

and 1T OOK i+.
4




T knew EXACTLY where T was headed, too:
+he creek.

When T was on the swim team in first Sracle,
Dad used +o dro? me off at the 4own pool every
day. But the MINUTE ke drove away, T4

run downh 4o the creek and catch minnows until

Prac-h'ce was over.

T4 a|wa7/s make sure T got back +o +he pool before
Dad came o ‘)ick me up, and T4 JumP in at the
last second so it looked like T'd been swimming

the whole time.
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But once , Dad came EARLY +o wa+c\'\ me ‘)ro\d’ice,
th I guess j: 30‘!’ carried de}/ ca‘l'c\'\ihs miNNows.

So T ended up getting to +he Pool AFTER Dad,
and T 30+ busted.

TOJU?’) 1 fiaurec} T4 J'us-l' take a quick breather
down {)7/ the creek and then 3e+ back to work.

But +Hr-l7 seconds after T 30+ -H\ere, T heard
SOmeboc{)/ crashihs -I'}\rous‘-\ the bushes.

T+ 4urns out Frew had seen me take off from the
\)Iaysrouhd, and he FOLLOWED me.
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Frew said he couldn® handle all +he pestering from
+he 9growh-ups a second lohser, and when he saw

me leave he -H\ous}ﬁ T had +he ris)n-r idea.

While we were +a”<ih3 , we heard someﬂ-\ihs BIG
comihs our wa7/. T H\oua‘\‘l' it m53¥s+ be o BEAR,
but T was Pre-H7/ shocked o see that i+ was one
of the commuth service suys.




Th fact, T KNEW +his avy- His name was Bi||7/
Ro+her, ahJ \-\e used o \mhs out in our basement

when Rodrick’s band \)rac-h'cec}.

A month or so ag0, T Keard Rodrick +e||ih3 one
of his friends that Bi”y got cauah'l' s+ea|ih3 a \mck

01[ sour 3umm7/ worms at 'H\e convenience store.

SORRY WE'RE
CLOSED

N

\

T really wash+ )nappy +his vy had followed me
to my \\idihs spot. T +old Bill)/ he should g0
back to the \)ark before he got us ALL in 4rouble.
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But Bi||7/ said he was makihs a run for it and
was NEVER soihs back +o commuhi+7/ service.

Then Bi”)/ started blubberihs about how when he
was little his mom bous}vl' a ‘)dck of sour 3umm7/
worms for him and his brother to s)ndre, but his
brother wouldnt give him a sih3|e worm and ate

the whole ?ack.

Bi“)/ said the ohly reason he stole from the
convenience store was so he could finally have a

\Ddck of sour summy worms all +o HIMSELF.
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T was getting reqlly uncomfortable |is+ehih3 to
+his 3u7/ 9o oh and on, and T was \-\ovihs Frew

would ‘welv me talk some sense into him.
But then Frew started with a sPeech of his OWN.

Frew started +a|kih3 about how his Vareh-rs make
him get vp at 5:00 in the morhing Six clo?/s a week
o s+u37 for +he Seosra\)‘-\y bee, and how he's
hever gotten o \Dld?/ laser +ag because his parents

sa?/ its a waste of time.

This was all getting to be a little much for me, and
T decided T'd rather be rakihs leaves than |is+ehih3
o ‘l')nese 30715 tell +)neir‘ sob stories.
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So T started ‘weaciiha back o the Playarouhd.
But all of a sudden that Brownie a\)?eare& out of
nowhere and TOTALLY caus)(ﬁ me off suard.

My instincts kicked in and T RAN. Frew and
Billy saw me take off, and +\we7/ were riSH on
my heels.

But the Brownie was carryihs a WHISTLE, and
the next -H-u'hs T knew, the whole Girl Scout
+r00\> was in hot ?ursuH.

T started 4o run FASTER when T realized
me and Frew mis}ﬁ 3e+ in serious trouble for
harboring a fugitive.
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T didnt know if the Girl Scouts o\c+ua||>/ had
+he au+)nori+7/ t+o ARREST anyone, but T wasnt
gonha stick around to find out.

For all T knew, that was someﬂ\ihs +\\e7 needed
to do to earn one of their {)ddses.

Once the chase was on, Bi“)/ took the lead, and
me and Frew Just followed HIM. T+ was \Dre‘H7/
obvious ‘we’d \mcl ex\)eriehce wH'\w ﬂ\is kind of +Hh3 ;

because \-\e seemed to know w)na-r \-\e was doihs.
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After a while we were able +o put some distance
between ourselves and the Girl Scouts, and we
could barely hear the whistle. So we s+o?\>ed for
a minute to catch our breath.

GASP
M GASP /75

Bi“)/ said we were gonna need our ehersy +o s-l‘a)/

ahead of the Girl Scouts.
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Then he took out a few rolls of Thin Mints that

were tucked awa?/ in his JumPsuH and SP'H’ -I'}\em up
between us.

T just gohna assume he PAID {or those cookies,
because if he DIDN'T, T dont wanna know.

After we fueled up on cookies, Bi”)/ said we
should all ditch our CLOTHES, because if ‘H\e)/
used DOGS +o +rack usS, we could throw them
off our ral.
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/n\eh it dawned on me that if ﬂ\is 307/ couldnt
get away with stealing a Pack of sour gummy
worms, he was ProbaHy the LAST person T
should be +akih3 +his kind of advice from.

T realized T'd made a HUGE mistake and started
|ookih3 for a wa7/ out of the situation. So T +old
+he guys we should s?|i+ up, sa?/ihg i+ we DID,
wed be harder 4o catch.

But Frew said we should stick TOGETHER.

He said we could travel around the couh’rr}/ and
have craz7/ adVeh‘l'ures, and mo?/be even Joih +he

circus somewhere alohs +he way.
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Billy seemed 1o like that idea, too. Then the two
of ‘H’\em started arsuihs over who S"\ould 33“' +)ne
mohe7/ for +)ne moVie ris‘\-l's to our s+or7/ i we ever

Ty

T decided +o use +he oPPor‘i’uhu to ‘h’}/ and sluP

{)CCGMC {dMOUS.

away. But when T turned o |eaVe, a group of
Vahs a\)\)eared out of NOWHERE.

o

RUMBL &

e BN T e T ey
adan) ~n
o[-

o..

Mom was in the lead van, and the Girl Scouts were
in the vehicles ri3¥\+ behind her.

RUMBLE

ﬂwere was a second -H-\ere w\\eh I -l"-\ous)n‘l' Frew
mi3¥\+ +r7/ to make a |as+-JH’c\\ a'H'em?'l' o escape.
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But after all his 553 talk about life on the run ; he
+O+d”7/ fell +o pieces.

T ﬂ'\ous"\‘l' Mom would be really mad, but she

seemed RELIEVED. She wanted to know what T
was -Hwihkihs, ruhhing away like that.

T fisurecl Billy was going down no matter WHAT.
And there was no use in all THREE of us getting
in trovble. So T \Dihhec} the whole -Hwihs on HIM.




T guess T feel a little bad. But o be fair, s+ea|ih3
+he Thin Mints was HIS idea.

T don* know how much commuhi+7/ service +)ne7/’re
gonna +ack on o Bill)/,s sentence. But {)7/ the time
hes DONE, T Vldh to be o\'l“l'ehclihs a co||e3e
\walfway across the couh+r7/.

(
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The craziest +}\ih9 of all was the way Mom found
us in the FIRST ?lace.

When she got that GPS c)m'\) for the PIG, she
30+ one for ME , too. So Tve been walkihs around

wiﬂ\ one of ‘H\ose +\-\ih35 aﬁacheé o m7/ s\\oelace
for 'Hwe Vns-l' two mohﬂ\s wi+¥\ou+ even khowihg =
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And when T Jisa?‘)eared from the Park, Mom
used her PHONE +o fisure out where T was.

Now's not the time +o com‘>|aih about Mom beihs
oVerPro+ec+iVe, ‘H-\ous)n. Because if she hadnt come
‘o m7/ rescue, T mia}ﬁ’\/e ended up n a -l-raVelihe
circus with Frew and Billy.

But still, so much for Mom going “electronics-free.”
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OCTOBER
]:Lidgy_
T Dad was on my case BEFORE, he’s a hundred
+imes worse NOW.

Af-l'er +he town Park incident last weekehcl, it's
pretty obvious he thinks T can® be trusted.
And whenever he's home, he likes to have me and
Grandpa in +)ne same room So }\e can keep an eve
P P Y

on BOTH of us.

T wish T never knew about the webcam, ‘H‘\ous)n,
because it's 30+ me rea||7/ ‘)arahoic}. ﬂ\ere could

ac+ua||7/ be MULTIPLE cameras in the house.

T Pre-H?/ sure there’s one in Mahhy’s stuffed

duck, because its eyes seem to follow me.
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T£ there’'s NOT a camera in there ; then Tve
been makihs a ‘)re‘H'?/ bis fool out of mysel-[ +he
\ms+ few Jays.

Luckily/, Mom took Dad to the air‘)oﬁ‘ to go

on a business 4rip this morning, and T know he
cant monitor me the whole +ime he's away. SHill,
T Ve been extra careful not +o screw up, Jus-l- n
case he's got one of those webcams recordihs to a

‘-\ard JriVe somew%ere.

/ﬂ\is morhih3 w}\eh I was ’orus\'\ihs m7/ +ee+¥\ " I
made sure to Pu-f +he +oo+\~\\>as+e cap back on the
tube the way Dad alwa?/s tells me.

But m7/ 1[ih3ers were sliﬂ)ery, and T clrom)ed +he
cap n -H'\e sink.

111



T+ bounced around a few +imes, then it went
n's\ﬁ' down the drain.

T knew that the SECOND Dad got home from

his +n"> he'd go Yo +he u‘>5+airs bathroom +o make
sure the cap was oh the +oo+‘-\\>as+e. So T had 4o
get it BACK.

The first -l'\\ihs T did was +r7/ and fish the cap
out of the drain with a cotton swab. But all T
mahaaed +o \>u|| Up was a bunch of hair and

other suhk.

-

T = i;ll 5

o
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Ahd now that ]: know w\m‘l"s n \)eop|e’s sihks, I

guarantee you T'll never be a P|um{>er.

T fiaure& T ?roba{ﬂ)/ \Dus)neJ +he +oo+¥~\\>as+e cap

even FARTHER down the drain with that cotton
swab, so I o?ehed -Hwe cabinet under ﬂxe sink o

see if T could -Fisure out where it ended up.

Yas

T knew Dad had a bunch of Jo-i+-7/ourse|1[ books
on Flumbihs n +\\e basement . and 1 -Fiaurec}

+)nere’<} be some s+eP-{>7/-s+e\> nstructions to s\wow
exnc-H)/ ‘wow to fix ‘H‘\is sort of ‘H’\ihs.

T couldnt make heads or +ails of +he cliasrams
in the book, so T +ook my best shot at it.
There was a \)las-h'c tube underneath the sink,
and T 1[53ured +he +oo+)(\\>as+e cap must be

SOmewhere ihsiJe.
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So T loosened the nut that held +he tube 4o the
me+tal pipe, and the tube came out \Dre++7/ easily.

T guess T was SuPPosed to turn off a valve or
SOMeﬂ'\ihs y ‘Hwous"\ ; because the next ‘H‘\ihs T
knew, water was sPro\yihs out all over +he ‘)Iace.

T+ +ook me a minute to -fisur‘e out how +o shut
off the valve, and b)/ the time T did, there was a
"\use ?udc“e on the floor.
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T soaked up as much water as T could with the
towels that were in the bathroom. Then T ran
down ‘H'\e stairs ‘o 9e+ some more out of +}\e

|duhdr7/ room.

But when T got down to the kitchen, T realized
T had o BIGGER \)roblem.

,Hl!ull L

T +old Grahd\m where the water was coming
from, but \-\e c‘idh,“' seem too concerned. He said
+he oh|7/ REAL damo@e would be a water stain on
the kitchen ceilihs.

T slac} Grahcl?a +)nou3¥w+ it was ho 553 deal,
but T'm sure Dad would see the situation
DIFFERENTLY.
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T bessed Grahcl‘)a to }\d\) me out of this mess,
and he told me he would. Grahd‘m said theres a
sPecial kind of Po\ih‘l’ that covers up water stans,
and he'd +ake me +o the hardware store +o get it

That sounded GREAT. He srabbed Dad’s keys
and we 3°+ in the car. But when we backed out of
+he JriVeway, Gramcl\)a cli‘)?ed a trash can.

mw»m
7] Jelhenes

T wasnt oo cohcerhed, but when we hit a

heishbor’s MAILBOX, T started o get worried.

T realized T couldn* remember the last +ime T was
in a car with Grahcl\)o\ at the wheel. And all of a
sudden i+ hit me: Last year, Grahd\)a failed his
driver’s test, so -Hwey +ook away his LICENSE.
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He Nasnt been allowed to drive since.

T was rea||7/ nervous, so 1 told Grahc}\)a maybe
we s‘"\ouH g0 back ‘wome. But now ‘H\o\'l' ‘we was on
+he open road, there was no +urhih3 back.

@p 2
ot fy O

W@G Oﬁ»@

B}/ ﬂ\e +ime we 30‘!’ out of our heish’oor}\oo&, \-\e
seemed to be se-H'ihs -H'\e \mha of i+. But I was
sill ‘)re-Hy worried when we got on +he ramp for

+he }\ighway.

Luckily , there werent a lot of ?eO\)|e Jn’vihs at
that +ime of da?/, and the hardware store was

oh|7/ a few miles away.
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The weird ‘H\ihs was, all of the sighs o\loha +he
side of the road were facihg +he wrohg way, which

was rea”y com[usihs.

When T saw two cars comih3 +oward us, T
realized that somehow Grahd\)a had +taken
the EXIT ramp instead of the ENTRANCE
ramp, and we were headed in the WRONG
DIRECTION.

=" D=
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Grahd‘)a slammed on the brakes, and the

car did a 180 before coming Yo a s+0\> in the
breakdown lane. T+s a MIRACLE we didnt
get hi+, and our near-death experience really

shook both of us up.

Su&&ehly a water stain on the kitchen ceiling
didn* seem like such a {753 deal anymore. Me and
Grahci?a asreeJ we should Just go back home and
call i+ a da?/.

At least NOW we were headed in the ris\-\‘l'
direction. But w}xeh Grahc}Va \)u+ ‘H\e car in driVe,

it rolled a few feet, then conked out.

? ?
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A'!’ first I ‘H\ous}\‘l' Some‘H’\ihs must Ve }\aﬂ)ehed
to the car when Grahd‘)q slammed on the brakes,
but when T looked at the dashboard, T realized
we were out of GAS.

\\\\lll//

Rodrick used the car last hia\w-l' when he went to
work, and of COURSE ke didnt refuel it.

Grdmd\)o\ Saw a sish ahead -I')na‘l' said +}\ere was a
service station a mile up the road, and he told me
he was gonha walk there and brihg back a can of

9as so we could get home.

T wanted o 90 WITH him, but he said T
should s+a>/ in the car so i+ didn+ 9et towed 57/
+he Hs}wway cle\)ar'i'meh'i'. T didnt feel great
about the whole idea ; bt T fisured it was the
oh|7/ choice T had.
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Grahd‘)a headed off on w[oo-l', and T waited for
what mustve been an HOUR. T was s+ar+ih3 ‘o
get a little worried, and then T looked up ot +he

rearview mirror ah& Saw SOme‘H\iha n 'H-\e c}is-h:hce.

A group of \)eo?|e were wa”(ihs toward the car
along the side of the road. At first T was
excited, becavse T +)nous)n+ ‘H-\ey mia\ﬁ be able o
HELP. But when T saw their orange Jum\)sw"l's,
T FROZE.

T+ was the commuhi+7/ service 9ang, and -Hwey

were comihS m7/ wa7/.

When -l'\-\e)/ got closer, T saw that one of them
was tha+t 3u7/ BILLY. T ‘H\ous}ﬁ' about mdkihs
a run for it, but T didn+ want to +ake my
chances out in the open.
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T did the oh|7/ other ‘H'\iha T could think o-(,
which was to lock the doors and HIDE. There
arent a whole lot of 300& }\idihg ?laces n a CAR,
ﬂ\ous}\ , so the best T could do was get down
underneath the dashboard and S+d7/ reo\lly still.

Then T Keld my breath and Pro?/ec}. T+ +ook
FOREVER for those 3u7/s to 3e+ +o the car ,
and when ‘H\e)/ f.‘hally DID, +¥\e7/ decided it was a
Sood \Dlace +o +ake their lunch break.
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EVeh+ua||7/ the community service crew finished
earh'hs ahcl moVed on. But ‘Hwe)/ lef+ a \wse mess,
which J'us+ 9oes to s‘\ow, +\we7/ weren+ +akih3
+heir \wis\\way cleahu? duties oo serious|7/.

Once T was sure ‘H-\ey were gonhe, T got back up.
But BOTH of my legs had fallen asleep from beihs
n suc}\ an awkward \)osi‘h'oh for ‘H\dﬁ' |oh3 , So j:
Srabbed the handle on +he center console +o \)ull
myself up.

But the handle MOVED, and when it did, so did
the CAR.
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T had accideh-l'qll)/ shifted the car into
NEUTRAL, and i+ started +o roll FORWARD.

G i
0 0 -

9‘0

T}\e car was Vickihs up s?eecl, so T s+e\>\>ed on
the brake. But it locked up, and the car J'us+
ke\ﬂ' going. T was afraid T was gonha roll out
into traffic and get hit.

Then T saw GRANDPA wa”(ihs toward me in the
breakdown lane, and T PANICKED.
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T Jerked +he steering wheel lef+ and Just
BARELY missed Grahd\)a. The ?ro{>|em was, the
car rolled ris\\-l' into a DITCH. And +hat's where
it s+a7/ed until Mom came two hours later with the
Towing com\)o\hy.

T£ T Kad +o do it all over again, T wouldve Just
lef+ that +oo+\\\>as+e cap in the drain.

MLhdgy_
T BEGGED Mom not to +ell Dad what \'\a\:\)ehed
to the car when he 30‘!‘ home.
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But she said since the fender was all bahsecl Up,
hed find out ANYWAY.

T realized my ohly option was to get out of town.
And T thought of the PERFECT way to do it

The class trip to Hardscrabble Farms starts +oda7/
and goes for a whole WEEK. T -Fisur‘e {)7/ +he
+ime T get BACK, Dad will have cooled down, at
least a lit+te.

So T +old Mom I chahaeci m7/ mind about the
trip, and she was all excited.

She called the school 4o make sure T could still
90, and |uckil7/ there were a hand{ful of spaces lef+
in the cabins.
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T went -H'xroush m7/ book baa and found the
\Dackihs lis+ -Hwe)/ sent home last month +o check
what T needed +o brihs.

Hardscrabble Farms
Supply List

y————\

3

LI

Bug spray Jeans
Hiking boots Plastic bag
Raincoat Sunscreen
Canteen Toiletries
Day pack Wool socks

NO electronic devices
NO junk food

T+ was oo late to go out and s\woP for all +that
stuff. Luckily, Mom fouhd Rodrick’s c{u-ﬁd ba3 n
+he garage, which he had never uh\)ackec} from
when HE went on the trip o few years ago.

Thside were some ‘\ikihs boots, a raincoat, a
canteen, b“ﬁ sPrc\y, and a bunch of other -l'hihss
on the list, which was great.

127



But the bas REEKED becauvse there was a half-
eaten ham sandwich in +)nere, which had 50me+\\ih3
srowihs out of it.

T was a little worried about +he food situation

at camp, and T was +em\>+ecl to +r7/ and snheak

a few Cmd)’ bars in. But T wasnt sure what +he
Peho\l-l')/ was if 7/ou 30+ CAUGHT, so T decided o
Just hide them in ry sock drawer so hobody would
eat them while T was gone.

I wash+ wi||ih3 to take dh}' risks w%eh it came to

m7/ COMFORT, +\\003¥\.

T stuffed three whole containers of Freshies into
Rodrick’s bas, even ‘H-\ous\-\ that meant T couldnt
£+ ‘Hwe rancoat.
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T buried the Freshies at the bottom of the {)as
because I didnt want Mom to know I was +akih3
+hem. Mom sa?/s baby wi?es are ‘oo ex?ehSiVe for

everyone to use on a resular basis and -H-se)/’re

reserved for MANNY.

See, this is the main reason T want to be rich

when T'm older. When T have a ton of money, T
can buy as many baby wipes as T WANT.
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But until T have mohey of my owh, T'Il Kave to
kee\) raidihs Mahhy’s S“\’P‘)"

|

l V/
O a)
— :
IR
L

When T was Jus-f about ready to leave for the
+riP ; Grahd\)a gave me a book he said mia}vl' come

in hah&y.

L

Grahcl\)a said the book belohaeci to him as a kid,
and he gave it to Dad when HE was my age. Now
he wanted ME to have it.
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T+ looked a little outdated to me, but T didnt
want to hurt Grahc}?a’s feelihss. So T +old him T4
take it with me and read i+ the first chance T 30+.

The
- A
6:——ésen+|al \l\\\

ﬂ\ere was JUST ehousk room to fit it in m7/
bas, and T fisurec} the more stuff ?iled on +°P of
+he Freshies, the better.

When Mom dro‘)?ecl me off at school this morhihs,
H\ou\g}\, T realized T was SERIOUSLY uh‘)re‘)ared

for this +n’\>.
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EVeryboéy else had a TON of gear, and T fel+
like T Kad uhder\mcked.

After all our stuff was loaded onto +he bus, +he
bass +ook vp at least half the space.

That meant we had +o double up on seats, which
made the ride to Hardscrabble Farms feel a LOT

|oh3er‘ ﬂmh it S‘\oulc}’Ve.
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When we f.’ho\H)/ got +here and drove ﬂ\rous)n
+he main entrance, T was Pre'H7/ relieved. But
the last stretch was BRUTAL because it was a
dirt road.

' J)\/HI\R[ISCRI\BBLE
: FARMS
e Old-fas]yioncd

values for
[ today’s youths

When we so-l' off the bus, a group of kids
from another school was Just |eavih3. And -Hwey
looked like +)ne7/ couldnt be getting out of there

3 S ‘\ —
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A kid in the back was }xoldihs a %ahclwri‘H'eh sish
that didnt make dh7/ sense to me.

] s

BEWARE b\

911 SIS T

A couple of my classmates seemed Pre<H7/ freaked
out when -H\e)/ saw i+. A boy s+ahdih3 hext to
me said his older brother went o Hardscrabble
Farms a few years back and told him all about
Silas Scratch.

A\)\)qreh-H)/ +his Silas Scratch guy was a farmer
who lived at Hardscrabble Farms a long time ago,
but then the couh+7/ came in and kicked him off
his land.
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Another kid chimed in and said HE Keard Silas
Scratch went o live in the forest, where he

survived {)7 eating s|uss and berries. Then Melinda
HehSOh said she heard he went CRAZY and grew
HS {ihserhdﬂs rea“y |oh3.

See, T couldVve done without the part about the
|°“3 fihserhails, because that sort of +)nih3 really

gives me +he willies.
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One of our c)na‘)erohes, Mr. Healey, said that
when HIS class went to Hardscrabble Farms, a kid
named Frankie came across Silas Scratch’s shack in
+he woods. Ahd after Frankie saw i+, he was never

+}\e same.

Ah}/ohe who hadnt heard of Silas Scratch
BEFORE knew about him NOW, because the

s+or7/ sPreaJ like wildfire.
77 R

T found the whole Silas Scratch -I'Hhs Jis+ur{>ih3.
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I GUARANTEE 7/ou, i ahyohe told me there

was a clerahsecl farmer Vrowh'hs +he srouhcls of

Hardscrabble Farms, T would Ve Just s+a7/ed home
and taken m7' chances with DAD.

After we were done uhloadihs the bus, we
broug‘ﬁ our stuff down +o the main |o&3e,
which was a giant log cabin with a bunch of long
+ables inside.

The person in c}mrae was Mrs. Graziano, and once
eVeryohe sat down, she gave a speec\w about the
camp rules. There were a BUNCH of them, but
the one she said was most imPor‘l'ah-l' was that boys

and 3ir|s arent allowed to Vvisit each other’s cabins

for any reason.
4




Mrs. Graziano said this was her nineteenth year
coming to Hardscrabble Farms, and she wasnt
gohna put up with any honsense from ahyboéy.
ﬂ\eh she had the c\m\)erohes 90 ‘I'}\rous\w
eVeryohe's bo\ss +o make sure hobo&y was +r7/ih3
+o sneak in dh}' Juhk food or electronics.

/\ few kids 30+ busted wi-ﬂx stuff in -I'}\eir bass.
Mike Barrows had a ?oth of Swedish Fish in his
bdck‘mck , and Duane Hissihs 30‘!’ caus\’\‘l’ +r7/ih3
to Smuss'e n a sidhi’ c\\ocolo\‘l’e-c\\i? cookie.
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T was really 3|a& T4 lef+ those cah&y bars back
home, but T was a little worried the c}xa\)erohes

mis\-\-f confiscate my baby wipes. Once Mr. Jones
caus)n‘l' a whiff of m7/ bas, ‘H’\ous)n, he didnt 90
dissihs ah7l fur‘l“'\er.

After that we had lunch, which was hot Joss,
baked beahs, and stuffed peppers. ﬂ\ere werent
ahy other choices, so if you didnt like ah7/ of
+hose ﬂ-\ihss, you were out of luck.

When lunch was over, the c)no\\)erohes told us o
scrape our leftovers into a siah-f P°+‘
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T Kadnt touched m7/ stuffed pepper, so T Aum\)ed

+he whole ‘H’\ihs. -

fo\>°E

T asked Mr. Healey w\wy we put our leftovers
nto a ?o+ instead of the trash can. He said at
Harc}scrabble Farms no food goes +o waste, and
eVery‘H\ihs we didnt eat for THIS meal is put
into a stew for the NEXT one.

He said it was the same wa7/ when he came 4o +his
camp as a kid, and -H\e)/ still used the exact same
pot. That means there could be leftovers from
thirty YEARS ago in that thing.

After lunch Mrs. Graziano and the female
c)na\)erohes +ook the Sir|s +o the other side of
camp +to g0 ‘o +}\eir cabins.
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Mom had ac+uo\||7/ wanted to Volunteer as a
c\-\a\)erohe last-minute, but she wasnt comfortable
leqvihs Mahhy with Rodrick and Gro\hd\)a. That
kind of stinks, 'ﬂ\oua}\ , because she could ve fed

inside information from the girls’ side of camp.

YOU DON'T STAND A \ __
CHANCE WITH LAUREN,
BUT CHLOE THINKS YOU J/ THANKS,
HAVE A CUTE BUTT! /\  ™MOM!

¢ =
!! ! 0 | -
I '.' \.
D v =
~

Us auys s+a7/ed back in the cafeteria to get our
cabin assighments. Most of the groups were kids who

‘-\ahs out +03e+\-\er at sc}woo|, but each cabin seemed
to have ONE kid who didnt belohs.




The school must have decided to sPreaJ +he
+roublemakers out so there wouldn+t be more

+han one in any cabin.

The oh|7/ group that had MORE +han one
trouvblemaker was Mr. Nuzzi's group. But Mr.

Nouzzi works as a ?rESOh suo\rd, So I guess -H\ey
fisured ‘\e cou|cl )ndhc“e it.

Since T resis+ered late, T got put with the
group of LEFTOVERS, which included Row|e7/.




T was slad T got assishec} +o the same cabin as
Row|e7f, but T wasn+ \mﬂ))/ his FATHER was the
c)na?erohe. Mr. Jefferson has never really been o
bis fan of mine, and T wasn+ lookihs forward o
beihs coovec{ up with him for a whole WEEK.

1‘!’ was Pre++7/ clear w\\oeVer }md our cabin last
didnt {)oﬂ\er c|eahih3 up after -H\emseNes.

3 .

One kid in my 9roup, Julian Trimble, seemed 4o be
+akih3 the situation Pre++7 hard, because his |i‘>

s+ar+ecl ‘o quiVer aS Soon as we walked n ‘Hwe cloor.

T was kind of sorprised Julian decided to come
on -l')nis -I'n'\), because I’m Suessihs }we’s never been

away from \-\is ?areh-l's oVerhis)n-I'
before.
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Julian was always +he kid who made a bis scene
every morhing Jurihs clro‘)—o-ﬁ[ +ime at school.
Once, in second sracle , he had such a strong grip
on his mom that the vice Prihci\)al had 4o come
down o \Deel +hem apart.

| |

T -fisured Julian decided o 9o oh +his -l'ri\) on his
OWN ; but when T remembered the scene at the
school this morhing, T started o wonder if his
Mom ac+ua||7l tricked him into it.

o)




EVerybody started ?ickihs out their bunks, and
that's when T found out w\\y eVeryohe had such
bis bdss.
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T Kad \jus-i' assumed the becHihs would be taken
care of, bt T guess that was too much o }\o?e
for at a \)|ace like +his.

The closes+ +\~\ih3 T Kad o a \)illow was my hoodie,
which alreacl?/ smelled like Rodrick’s ham sandwich.

T+ was hard fihdihs a mattress without o\hy
weird stains on it. T \Dicked a +0\> bunk because
T couldn risk beihs underneath Julian in case he
we+ the bed.
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Uhfor-l-uha-rely, Mr. Jefferson slid into +he spot
n's\\-l- UNDERNEATH me, so now Rowley’s dad

was m7/ bunkmate.

Aw['l'er we finished uh?ackihs our s+U1[1[, we went
down o ﬂ'\e activities area to do some ‘team-

bu;ld;hs" exercises.

The first +)nih9 we did was a “trust fall,” where
one vy would fall backward and eVeryohe else was
SUWosec} to catch him. T guess +he Poih+ was to

s\\ow "\ow our teammates )no\Ve our backs.

But Jordan Lahkey did his fall while +he rest of

us were still workihs out where to stand.
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Mr. Jefferson showed us how to form two lines
faciha each other and then make a “net’ 57'
srabbihS each other’s wrists. So when Je”rey
Swanson 30‘!’ up oh +he ?|d+1[or'm , we 'Hwous}v\' we

were ready for \wim.




But Jeﬁrey IS a {353 boy, and his weis\-\-r made
Row|e7f and Gareth Grimes co||a‘>se and smash
into each other.

Gareth was missihs one of his front +ee+\w, and
everyone got down on +heir hands and knees to
look for i+. Then Emilio Mendoza found the +ooth
in Rowleyjs FOREHEAD.

Mr. Jefferson told Emilio 1o run down and get
the nurse, who br‘oua}ﬁ Gareth a JamP washcloth
to stop +he b|eec}ih3.
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But she couldn® VU“ the tooth out of Rowley’s
forehead, because it was req||7/ |033ed in there.

Mr. Jefferson called his wife +o come \)ick Rowley
up and +ake him 4o get it checked out. T dont
know if she ended up going +o & doctor or a
Jeh‘h'si', because T have no idea what 7/ou even do
for +hat sort of ‘H\ihﬁ.

So Mr. Jefferson was stuck c\w\)erohihs a bunch
of kids who werent HIS. He had us do all these
exercises that were su?\)osecl +o teach us how o
work +03e+\-\er as a team, but all -H\e)/ rea")/ did
was show us how BAD we were at it.

We did one ac+ivi+7/ called the “bucket brisacle,“
where we had o make a re|a7/ line to brina water
from the river all +he way +o our cabin.
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ﬂ\e first 307/ -Fi“e& up )nis bucke+ and ‘l’\'\eh ‘)oure&
it in the next 3u7’s bucket 5 and so on.

\\ ![/A\\[! Il(\ |
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But we sPillec} so much water along +he way +hat
b)/ the time we got to the cabin, there was almost
ho-ﬂ\ihs lef+ +o put in the metal tub we were
SUP?osec} to fill.

We rea|izecl if we were ever gonnha -fihis)n +\~se
ac+ivi+7/, we heeded to find a better way to fill
+he +ub. So we wruhg out our swea‘l')/ clothes.
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A1[+er 'H\a-l' we did an ac+ivi+7/ where we *\ad ‘o tie
our wrists +03e+¥\er wH')n scarves o\hcl g0 +‘wrou3\~\ an
obstacle course made of ropes. But when it came o

P}\ysical activities, our group was Pre'H')/ \\o‘)eless.
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Af‘i'er +he ropes course, we couldnt untie the
scarves because wed knotted them oo ‘h'e’n’r. Ahc}
THAT wasn+ sood, because ’ﬁmoﬂ\y Ames needed
+o use +he bathroom in the cabin.

—T
— 3z X[~

—

\ q
__ —“\L_ (=1L
¢ e S eves e <O .

- (|

B7/ the end of the Jo?/ eVeryohe was +o+a||7/ worn
out, and T was rea||7/ glad when Mr. Jefferson

‘l’oH us it was time for dihher‘.

The meal was chicken patties, corn on +he cob,
and stew. I Passed on ﬂwe stew, and I was
reo\||7/ 3|ad T did when T saw Jordan Pu“ an
entire taco shell out of his bowl. Who KNOWS

what year +hat +\\ih3 was from.
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After dinner we went back to +he cabin. Mr.
Jefferson said that since we had been in +he
woocls, we needed to c\\eck ohe ahoﬂ\er for +icks.
Each person was respohsible for his bunkmate,

which meant T had Mr. Jefferson.

But Mr. Jeffersons got a lot of hair, and T
washt gonhnha go ?okihs +)nr‘ou3¥-\ it. For oll T
knew, there could be a whole COLONY of +icks

living in +here.

EVerybody’s a|wa7/s sayihs how srea+ the outdoors
are, but theres all SORTS of creepy-crawlies you

heed to worry about.
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T used o ‘)|a7l in the woods all the TIME , until

T swallowed a live s?icler.

\! //\| =

5°°5‘Rgum

But in a \7|ace like Hardscrabble Farms, there are
Just as mahy buss INSIDE as OUTSIDE. Some
sort of beetle burrowed into a kid's ear at Jihher,
and he had +o go to +he nurse’s station o have

it remoVeJ.

DUDE, T THINK
SOMETHING

JUST CRAWLED
IN YOUR EAR. G(JHAAAATD

ﬁ . )
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Jordan found a tick on the back of Julian's heck,
and eVerybody freaked out about i+. But Mr.
Jefferson said Julian would be fine, and he +ook
him down 1o the nurse.

The second Mr. Jefferson and Julian left, +he
rest of the quys n my cabin went +o+a||7/ NUTS.

T s+a7/ecl out of eVerybocly’s way becavse T didn+
wanha be the fifth person from m7/ group to 3e+

seen by the nurse on the first clay.

By the time Mr. Jefferson got back, the cabin
was a wreck and everyone was FILTHY.
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I’m Suessihs ho{)ocly }ms ever cleahed -l‘}\e floors in
+his \>|ace, because when the guys were done ro||ih3

around ) -H-\ey were covered in dirt and }mir.

-—-T'ﬁ

As a \)uhis‘\meh‘l' for +ras\~\ih3 the cabin, Mr.
Jefferson made us go to bed EARLY, and he
|umPeJ me in with everyohe else even -H\ous}\ 1
diclh’-t DO ahyﬂxihs. Ahcl +\\o\+’s )now we ehded
up going o bed while i+ was still |53}\+ out on
the first night.

T&J&y_
Mr. Jefferson woke eVery{)on up ot the crack

of dawn and said we all needed to take showers

before breakfast.
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ﬂm‘l"s when it occurred +o me that there wasnt

qc+ua||7/ a shower in our bathroom. The shower was

on the OUTSIDE of the cabin, and the water
was in the metal tub we filled up in the bucket
brisacle 7/es+ercla7/.

T seemed to be the oh|7/ one who remembered what
was IN that tub, because everyone else got in line
to take their turn.

Not °h|7' was the water UNSANITARY, but
a\)\)arehﬂy it was COLD, +oo.

A
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T came PREPARED, +\’\ou3¥\. T c}ewfihi‘l'el)/
washt gonha be +akih3 ahy outdoor showers on

+his +rip, but T could sHill kee\) myself CLEAN.
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Breakfast wasnt a whole lot better +han our first
two meals, but at least +¥\e7/ weren servihs +he
STEW. The Pahcakes were hard as ROCKS,
ﬂwus}\ ) and ‘I'}\ey,c} break 7/our ‘l‘eeﬂ\ f 7/ou tried
+o bite ‘H’\rous}\ ohe.

)

CLONk CLANK CLACK

E milio snuck a \)ahcake into Nis Pocke-t so he could
mail it home to his mom and show her how bad the
food was at camp.
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After we cleaned up from breakfast, Mrs. Graziano
told us +he Plah for the day.

She said we were gohha do the same pes of
c)nores done 57' kids srowihs up on farms like ‘I'\'\is

a |oh3 +ime ago.

Mrs. Graziano said that in the old c}a?ls, kids
worked from the time ‘H\e)/ got up in the morhing
until the sun went down. And +¥we7/ had o start
workihs as soon as +\we7/ were old ehous"\ to )neIP
their families out.

Which is Jus+ ANOTHER reason T'm 3|o\c} T

wasnt alive back +hen.
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My group started off in the barn, and our Job
was to move bales of hay from one end of +he
bulding to the other. T+ was SERIOUSLY
hard, and T have a lot of respect for kids who
had to do that kind of work eVer7/ Ja?/.

When we were FINISHED, eVerybocly felt a }wSe

sense of accom\)hs)nmeh-l'.
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As we were |eavih3 to move onh to the next station,

Mr. Nuzzi's 9roup came into the barn. He +old his
+eam their Job was to move the }my bales +o +he
other side, which was where ‘H\e)/ were to BEGIN
with. So dont even ask me w\\y we went o all
+hat trouble.

See, you shouldnt DO that kind of stuff 4o a
kid. When T was in first Sracle ) my teacher told
me she was sehdihg me oh o  secret missioh," and

she gave me a note to deliver to another teacher
down the hall.
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Ahd eVer)/ Ja?/ after +}\a+, m7/ +eac)ner handed me
ANOTHER note to deliver.

Well, one day T got curious about what was IN

+hose notes, and T oPeheJ ohe up. But it was
BLANK inside.

4

G

T+ 4urns out Mom had +old my teacher she was
worried about m7/ "self—esﬁ'eem," and the whole
secret-mission -H\ihs was Jus+ a wa7/ +o make me
feel IMPORTANT. So if anyone wants o know
w\-\y T Kave a hard +ime +akih3 work serious|7/,
that's how i+ started.

Qur team S‘Deh'i' ‘H’\e rest of 'H‘\e mot’hiha 305?\3
‘ﬂwroush the other stations. We \)o\ih‘l'ed a fence,
re\)airecl a stone wall, and stacked firewood outside

+he main |oc}3e.
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TN +ell you, when T'm older T'm gonna buy a
farm of my OWN and set up a camp oh +he

ProPer-fy. Because Se—Hihs a buhc\-\ of kids to work
for free and calling i+ education is GENIUS.

After lunch, when we were \\eadihs back +o our
cabih, Gareﬂ\ +ri\>\>ed over a rock s-h'ckiha out of
+\we srouhd.

When Emilio saw e he 30‘\' rea")/ U\Dse‘i'.

ﬂ\e rock \mcl some scrapes oh it and Emilio saiJ
+he oh|7/ person who couldVve done THAT was
Silas Scratch.
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Je”rey said the rock was Probably Silas Scratch's
GRAVESTONE, and now we were CURSED

because we had disturbed his resting \)lace.

T +4ried to talk some sense into these suys. T said
that, first of all, if Silas Scratch was DEAD,
that was good news for everyone. And second of
all, +his COULDN'T be Silas Scratch’s gravestone
because he wouldve had 4o bury HIMSELF.

(F403

T never should ve said +¥~m+, because i+ Jus+
upset everyone even MORE. Now all of a sudden
Silas Scratch was an UNDEAD farmer who
couldnt be killed.
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A+ dinner, Silas Scratch's "3raVe" was all ahybo&y
could +alk about.

Somebody claimed +¥\e7 saw Silas Scratch in the
woods. Ahd someone ELSE said +\we7/ saw him on

ﬂ\e o+)ner side of camp at +)ne exact same time.
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Then Albert Sahdy was +e||ih3 eVeryohe +hat

HE heard Silas Scratch had a network of 4unnels
beneath the cabins, and +hat's how he's able +o
moVe around so quickly.
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So ‘H‘\o\hks o Alber‘l' So\h&y, how kids are ‘oo
scared to use +)ne bo\‘l“'\rooms at camp.

A few kids said +\'\e7/’re Jus+ gonha HOLD i+ until
'Hwe)/ get home. That doesnt sound smart +o ME,
esPeciaHy cohsiéerihs were oh|7/ on day TWO.

Wednesday

Todo\y, after we finished our farm chores, we had
free +ime to do whatever we wanted. T decided
T4 Jus+ take a nap, but a few of m7/ cabinmates
had other plans.

Gareth, Je”rey , and Jordan said ‘I')ne7/ were sick
of eating STEW for dinner, so +¥\e7/ were gonha
g0 down to the river and catch a FISH.
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T ‘H’\ous"\‘l' that was the s+u‘>ides+ idea T'd ever
heard, ESPECIALLY since ‘H\e?/ didn+ have a

fishihs ?ole or ahyﬂxihg like that.

But ‘H\e)/ were dead serious, and when -H\e)/
headed out, T went to the cabin and climbed up
n m7/ buhk.

T+ took me a while to fall asleep, and r.'s\-\-r
when T started +o doze off, my cabinmates burs+t
through the door.




Believe i+ or not, those fools had ac-l'ua")/ mahasec}
to catch a fish. ﬂwey scooPed ohe ris‘\‘l' out of
the river using Jeffrey’s shirt as o NET.

Ahd how -Hm-l' -Hwe)/ had e -I')ney didnt know
what to DO with it. What was \)re'H’)/ clear was
that no one had any. intention of EATING i+.
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T told the guys if they didnt put the fish in
some water quick, it wasnt gonha SURVIVE.

Gareth Srabbed the fish by its +ail and carried

it to the {)drﬂ\room, where he ‘)u+ it in the
TOILET. Then Jordan emv‘h'ed his canteen inside
the bowl so the fish had some extra water +o -noP

arouhd N.
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ﬂwe fish seemed OK for the time beihs, and T
decided o 9o get a bucket so we could take the
fish back down to the river and let it go-

But when T went to LEAVE , Mr. Jefferson
walked into the cabin. The other auys slammed the
{M‘H\room door s}w‘f . and 1 tried m7' best +o ‘)|a7/

i+ cool.




M)/ guess was that Mr. Jefferson wouldn4 be too
‘-\aﬂ))/ about a fish in the toilet, and T didnt
wanha get sent o bed early for +he second time
oh this -l'ri\).

Mr. Jefferson asked me where eVeryohe ELSE was,
and T said T ‘H’\ous\'\‘l' ‘H’\e)/ mis}ﬁ be down b)/ +he
river. He told me that if T saw anyone, T should +ell
them o come to the main |oc{3e for mail call.

When Mr. Jefferson left, we put the lid down on
+he toilet 4o make sure the fish didnt ﬂov out
onto the floor, then we headed down to the main
|053e to join +he rest of our class.

Mrs. Graziano handed out mail 1o all the kids who
got SOmeH\iha delivered from home. Mom sent me
a letter, and T'll admit T got a little choked up
reading i+.
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Mom,

T 30+ a letter from Rodrick, ‘oo, but T didnt
like HIS as much as Moms.

Dear Gf‘ es)
T found your canJ7/

bqrs. Her‘e, 7/ou Can
smel| +he wrappers,

1WA



T didn* get a letter from Dad, but T DID get
one from the PIG. T J'us+ "\OPQ someohe in my
famﬂy wrote it as a J'oke, because if that -I'Hhs
has somehow learned how +o write , then T dont
even know what to sa7/.

OINK
OINK
OINK

Julian got a let+er from home, too. But his mom
made a HUGE mistake by sehdihs a \9\\0‘\'0 o\loha
with it.

172



Julian wasn+ the ONLY one who seemed homesick.
A couP|e of kids didnt get ah7/+}xih3 at all, and
+\~\e7/ asked some of us who DID get letters to
read them out loud.

I MADE A BATCH OF YOUR
FAVORITE COOKIES AND
PUT THEM IN THE FRIDGE
FOR WHEN YOU GET HOME!
LOVE, MOM.

5\~\{FF T
A 3

A few kids got care ?ackases with fresh clothes
and stuff like that.

But ‘H\e {)ES winher in our 9roup was Graho\m
Bertran, who 30‘!’ a HUGE box that was Packed
with a ton of SU\)P“CS.
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Back at the cabin later on, we found out Graham
had mailed the box to HIMSELF before +he

trip started, and he had hidden all SORTS of
3oociies in with the cam\)ihs Sum‘;“es.

Luckﬂ)f, he was wi||ih3 to SHARE. T never 'Hwoua}ﬁ
I’J eat Doritos out of a hikihﬁ boo+, but {)7/ +}\a+
Pothr T4 qlready siVeh up my last shred of cli3hi+7.

. - %

Emﬂio looked out ‘l’\\e window and saw Mr.

Jefferson coming back to the cabin, so we hid
all of Grahams stuff under a blanket.

When Mr. Jefferson entered the cabin, he walked
risH' {))/ without even ho+icih3.
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Uhfor+uha+e|7, we were so focused on the snacks
+hat we for30+ all about the FISH.

T feel a little bad for Mr. Jefferson, but it was
a Sood reminder to me that 7/ou should ALWAYS
check inside the +oilet before si'Hihs down.

Mr. Jefferson was mad and -H\oush‘l' +his was some
kind of \Drac+ica| Joke.
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Ahd of course "\e ‘H‘\ousx'\‘l' I was ‘H\e 307/ who
came uPp with it.

So +oh53}\+ , while the rest of the 9roup was
}xaviha smores and sihsihs songs b)f +he cam\)fire
with Mrs. Graziano, T was stuck in the cabin
with an ahsry c\-\a\)erohe.

LI IPL ;
T\

||

Thrsday

Mos+ kids at camp were cruising ris}vl’ along until
7/es+erda7, but after those letters from home
came, it seemed like everyone hit o WALL.

A lot of my classmates are homesick, and +)(\e7\/e
been askihs f ‘Hwe)/ can go back early. But the

c)na\)erohes say +he oh|7/ way we can go home is if
there's some sort of MEDICAL reason.
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Well, ‘H\e)/ shouldn®t have put that into ?eoyle’s

heads ; because now kids are +r7/ih3 to 3e+ sick
on PURPOSE.

Melinda Henson was acting really strange at
lunch. T+ 4urns out she ate three servings of
stew to make herself sick, which seemed a little
extreme to ME.

But after s?ehc{ihs a few \wours Aowr\ at +)ne
nurses station with ihclises-l'ioh, Melinda was sent

back o re Joih her group.

Julian took it one step FURTHER. Mr.
Jefferson 'foth Hm n +}\e cabin c|u+c)nih3 "\is
s+omac)n hext to a }\alf-ea-l'eh stick of deodorant.
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So that was the end of the road for Julian.

A few hours later Julian's mother arrived +o Pick
him up. But b}/ the time -I'}\e)/ drove qwa?l, he

seemed to have made a full recoVery.

A lot of J(>o7/s started +a|kih3 about how Julian
}\c\& -H-\e n's)n-t idea, and -H\e c\-\a?erohes caush-l'
wind of it.
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’ﬂ\e next +\~sih3 we khew, +he c\\a\)erohes were
going around co||ec+ih3 eVeryohe’s deodorant so no
one could follow in Julian's 1[00+s+e?s.

ﬂ\a-l"s bad news for OUR cabih, because with the

wet towels and clir-ly clothes all over the \>|ace ,

and kids s\-\owerihs wH')n sweat water, our cabin

ALREADY smells like a mohke7/ "\ouse.

P —

“I




The deodorant was Prabably +he one ‘Hwiha kee\)ihs

+\\e fumes in our cabin from reqc}\ihs toxic levels.
And if we get sick, were ALL going home early.

’ﬂmﬁ' miSM' be OK for eVeryohe ELSE, but it's not

all ris\ﬁ for ME. Because the sooner T g0 home,
+)ne sooner I }mVe to face DAD.

Sa-h;rc{g?/_
/E) be \\oheS‘l‘ wi‘H'\ 7/ou , I }\o\c} forsoHeh all about
Row|e7/ until he returned o camp 7/es+erda7/ morhing.

But when he caush-l' a whiff of our cabin, T Il bet
he wished he had Jus-l' S‘I'o\ye& home.

Y™
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T+ 4urns out Row|e7/ got an infection from

Gareth's +oo+\-\, and that's w‘-\y he was gone

for so long. Rowley brousH' +he tooth WITH

Hm, but T'm not sure what Gareth’s svp\aosed to

do with it at this point.
7%

O
ey

Rowley was comihs back at an o\wkwarcl +ime. WeVe

all been preparing for the last hi3¥\+ of the trip,
which we have o s‘)ehd OUTDOORS.

Tm kind of |ookih3 forward o i, because
that's ONE hish‘l' we wont have to s+a7/ in our
s+.'hk7 cabin.

But T'm not sure my 9roup can even SURVIVE

slee‘m'ha out in ‘H\e elements.

Were SU\DPoseJ to build a shelter and a fire
tomorrow his)n‘l', and T have no IDEA how were
SUPPosed to Pu“ THAT off.
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Mr. Jefferson has been +r7/ih3 to teach us how o
do some basic ou+Joor$7' ‘H\ihss 3 but i+ turns out
he's Just about as useless as the REST of us.

Yes-l'erc{a)/ he was +r7/ih3 +o teach us how +o build
a fire, and he broke the “no electronics’ rule b)/
using his P}\ohe +o look up how o do it. But his
ba-H'ery died when a couPle of my cabinmates got
ahold of i+ +o watch videos of screaming goats.

T guess Mr. Jefferson learned a LITTLE bit
before +he ba-Hery Jied, because he 30+ a fire

going and told the rest of us to get some
kindling. Nobody knew what kindling WAS,

*Hwous}\, So we broush-l- back eVer7/+Hh3 we
+)nou3‘\+ mis‘-\‘l‘ burn.

182



Row|e7/ came back with what looked like a bunch of
WEEDS and threw them on the fire, but +hat
+o+a||7/ smothered it.

T+ turns out the stuff Rowley \DU‘I’ on the fire
was o\c+ua||7/ POISON 1IVY, and this morhing he
woke up covered in spots. Mr. Jefferson mustve
inhaled the fumes and gotten it in his LUNGS,
because he was *\o\vihs +rouble brea-ﬂ\ihs.

-~

A
£
i
A
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The nurse called Mrs. Jefferson +o come \)ick +them
both up, and T think -H\e)/’re done for GOOD.

ﬂ\d‘l’ means m7/ 9roup 1S +)ne oh|7/ one wi+¥\ou+ a
c)na\)erohe. TVve Keard Mrs. Graziano is scrambliha
to find a re‘)lacemeh‘l', but no dads are wi||ih3 +o
give uvp the rest of their weekend o come out here.

This_is ren||7/ bad timing, because it's suPVosed

to RAIN +omorrow hi3¥\+, and we havent even
started buﬂdih& our shelter. T +ried +o 5?7/ on a
group +hat has a bunch of Boy Scouts in it to see
i T could \)ick up ahy \)oih+ers g but those 3u7/s

weren+ willihs to give away +heir secrets.




While we were off +r7/ih3 ‘o set Up our camp, Some
other 9roup raided our cabin. T guess ‘H\ey mus+Ve
heard about Grahams snacks ) because \m’s stash
was +o+a||7/ Picked clean.

The thieves also went -H-\rous\-\ MY bo\s and
found the baby wi?es ; which ‘H'\ey used up N our
bd‘l’\\room. ﬂ-\ey mustVe ‘h’ied +to -ﬂus\'\ +\\em JOWh
the toilet, because now it was CLOGGED.

The wors+ part was that the toilet overflowed,
and the water ran a|oh3 the floor in a Va-l'\w from
+he bathroom o m7/ duffel bc\s.

EVeryﬂwihs T owned was wet exce\)-l' for GrdhclPd’S
book, wh‘c}\ +\-\e 'H-\ieVes }xad tossed onto a bed.
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T was really MAD. But when T started ﬂiﬂ)ihs

+\\rou3\'\ +he pages, T realized the auys who
raided our cabin misk‘f’Ve done us a \wse FAVOR.

=

=

The book had a +on of useless stuff in it, like a
c’na\ﬁer on how to make a workiha radio out of

household ob jects.

——

POTATO

e

Shortwave radio is an exciting
new hobby sweeping the
nation! But who needs all that
expensive equipment when
everything can be found in
your very own home?

Start by finding two paper clips,
one foil chewing-gum wrapper,
and a hearty potato.

Insert the paper clips into the
potato and form a “bridge”
between them with the
chewing-gum wrapper.
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But there was a lot of GOOD s+uff in there, +oo.
ﬂwere was a c\m\)‘l'er on \-\ow +to ideh‘h’f}/ \Doi50h .'v7/,
which would Ve come in }\ahdy 7'es+erclo\7/. There were
c)na\)‘l'ers on OTHER ou+doors7/ ﬂ\ihas, like how
to start a fire without m«ﬁc}wes, which was srea-l',
because Mr. Jefferson used all of ours up.

T couldn® wait 4o 'h’y out some of the tricks and
see if ‘H\e)/ ac+ua||7/ WORKED. T led my group
out to our camPsHe and asked 4o borrow Emilio's
Slasses, and T focused a beam of suhh's\-rl- +¥\rou3}\
a lens onto a er leaf, the way it said to do in
the book. Sure ehous}\ : the leaf started Smokihs "
and eVeh+ua||7/ caus)n'l' fire.




EVeryohe was excited that we could make a fire
without the \\el\p of an adult, but we got a li+te
carried awa7/ wiﬂ\ -H'\e \\53% fives , and Emilio’s
glasses got crushed in the celebration.

A\)Pareh-ﬂy E milio is blind as a bat without his
Slqsses , so the rest of the trip mis\ﬁ be a little
c)na“ehsihs for Hm.
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Luckily, Je#rey wears slasses, +00, So we can

mdke ahoﬂ\er -Fire ‘tomorrow.

When we 30+ back +o our cabin after dinner, we
got a cold svlas}w of reali-l-y. The flooded toile+
added to the overall bad smell in our cabin, which
{)7 now was | OTALLY overpowering.

We mo‘)‘;e& up the floor with our Jir-l'y clothes,
then P“+ them in a couP|e of trash bass. But
+¥m+ STILL didn% do the trick.
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The WORST smell seemed to be coming from US.
And the ohl7/ way to deal with THAT Pro{>|em was
with deodorant.
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Jordan said ma?/be we should raid one of the Sir|s’
cabins and steal some of THEIR Jeoc}orqh‘l', but
that turned into a bis debate about whether sirls
ac+ua||7 USE deodorant.

But what eVeryohe was excited about was the idea
of 305?\3 on a RAID.

ﬂxe person w\wo was MOST excH'eci was Emilio.
But we told )nim it was ‘oo c}dhserous for Hm ‘o
90 with us since he couldnt SEE.

He said we NEEDED him because he has an
excellent sense of smell and could sniff out +he
sirls' cabins. We weren+ sure if he was {>|U1[x[ih3,
so we ran him -I'}\rousk a smell 4est where he had
to .'cleh-h'w[)/ a bunch of different things. And sure
ehous}\, he got eVer7/ sihsle one.
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So Emilio was in. We all started getting read
but ns\ﬁ when we were about to head out, Mr

Nuzzi came to c)neck on us.

T guess it was Pre++7/ obvious to Mr. Nuzzi +hat
we were up to ho 300&, so he told us wed all be
in BIG 4rouble if he caus\ﬁ any of us Sheakihs
out. Plus, he heard Silas Scratch was on the ?rowl
+oh|'3¥\+ so wed better s+o\7 indoors.

Then Mr. Nuzzi left, and a few minutes later he
came back with a bottle of baby Powcler.
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He sPrihHeJ it ina bis circle around our cabin so that
if we DID leave, our foo+‘>rih+s would give us away.

MMM — N
Whe

Whisy
Wy,

Everyone started 4o panic because they thought
we were -l'ra\)\)ed in our cabin for -H\e rest of ﬂ\e

hisH'. But then T remembered a c)na?Jrer from m7/
BOOK +hat could \'\el\) uS.

——
@HIDING A O il Weir ecemmies

YOUR When tra\llglinglkip a glrofplp,
NUMBERS | carefully stepping into the

same set of footprints.

Then they’d ambush their
pursuers, who would be
shocked to discover that they
were not following the tracks
of ONE person but many!
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Mr. Nuzzi had lef+ his OWN -Foo+‘>rih+s in the
'Daby Powder when he was sPreadihs it around.
So all we needed +o do was follow in his exact

'Foo+s+e?s and he'd never know we left.

The oh|7/ ?roblem was that Mr. Nuzzi's -foo+‘>rih+s
were a lot bisser +han o\h7/ of ours. But Mr.
Jefferson }\o\cl lef+ }\is \wikih& boots uhcler ‘H\e bed,
and ‘Hwe)/ looked like a Verfed' match.

T went first. T4 was a li+tle hard S+d7/ih3 in Mr.
Nouzzi's +racks, but T made it to the other side
of the baby \)owder.

\'kl!a' %\.
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Then T +ossed the boots back to +he NEXT auy-

|
Q@

We 30+ eVeryohe out of the cabin that wa7/. E ven
E milio, who hitched a ride with Jef{rey.

Once we were all clear, we headed +)nrou3¥\ +he
woods toward the 3ir|s’ cabins. But before we
khew it, we were +o+<:||7/ lost. T+ was kind of
scary because hobody even knew which way OUR

cabin was.
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ﬂweh Jeﬂ[rey ma&e eVery‘H\iha a \'\uhc}red +imes
WORSE {)7/ brihsihs up +he subJec+ of Silas
Scratch. Je”rey said Silas Scratch was \Drobo\bbf
wa-l'c\-sihs our eVer7/ move and was gonha Pick us off
ohe 57/ ohe and eat us alive.

That got my cabinmates all stirred up, and T
‘H\ous}vl‘ ‘H\ey were gohha scatter in eVery direction.

But Emilio saved +he clqy when he Picked up a

scent in +)ne air.
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He said he could smell a Sir|s’ cabin, and it wasn+

that far off.

XU ,l/

/
Sure ehous}\, one of the cabins was about 1[:{‘?'7/
feet away. We crept up as c‘uie-H)/ as we could,
+hen put some of our +eam—{>uildih3 skills into
action ‘o 3e+ up to0 an open window.

T+ sounded like eVeryohe was aslee\) inside. So T
lowered m7/se|-F ‘erous)n +he window and Jrom)ed
down +o ‘I'\'\e floor wi‘l'*\owl‘ makihs a sound.
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But when T looked around, T realized T was in a
cabin full of GIRL SCOUTS.

T decided 4o call off +he mission to get +he
deodorant, but ’07/ then it was a|reo\ci7/ to0 late.
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EVeryﬂwihs after THAT is kind of a blur. T
remember sirls 7/e||ih3, hands srabbihs at m7/
ahk|es, and m7/ cabinmates +ram\>|ih3 one aho+)ner
to get out the front door.

ﬂ\eh it was Jus+ a mad dash ‘H-\rousk +he woods.

Dont ask me HOW, but we found our way back
to our cabin. Uhfor‘l'uha-l'ely, we forgo-l' all about
+he baby \)owcler, and we +o+all7/ +ram\>|ec} t. But
at that point i+ was the LEAST of our worries.

T thought the mission was a total failure, but
i+ turns out we didnt come back em‘)‘ly-\mhdec}.
Gra‘-\am \wc} swiped a {)as at ﬂ\e sirls’ cabin ahd
{)rous\'\‘l' o o wi‘l'}\ Hm.
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T Jefihi-fel)/ wash+t comfortable with STEALING
and said that one of us needed to sneak the bas
back to +he sirls’ cabin before ahyohe noticed it

was missihs.

But I 30+ outvoted on ﬂm‘l' idea because eVeryohe

else was curious to see w)narl' was ihside.

The clothes in the bas didnt look like -H\e)/
belohae& to any sirls OUR age.
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But b}/ ‘H‘\e +ime we 1[63ured out w‘wo ﬂwe {)aa
ac+ua||7/ BELONGED +o, the owner was s+ahJih3

N our c{oorwa?/.

v||

T +\'\ou3\'\+ Mrs. Graziano found us because of the
bab Powder, but i+ turns out it was even easier
for her than THAT. As soon as she opened her
cabin door . s\\e -fouhcl Emih’o S‘l’umb“h& arouhci n
+he dark. Which Just goes to show, you should

hever leave a man behind.
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Mrs. Graziano chewed us out for our “immature
s%ehahisahs." She said we couldnt be trusted on
our owh for -H\e his)n‘l' , So S)ne was gohna 3e+ on
+he ?\\ohe and find an emeraehcy c}m\aerohe.

&3t

T couldnt imagine who would be willing to drive
all +he way out to this V|ace in the middle of the
hie\ﬁ', but T knew that WHOEVER i+ was, he
wash+ gonna be HAPPY about it.

And i+ turns out T was right.

P
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SL“JA)’_

T really wish Mrs. Graziano had Just sent me
HOME instead of ca||ih3 Dad +o c%a‘)erohe us

for +he last cla?'. Dad was qlready mad ENOUGH
about the CAR , and now he had o bdb}'SH’ a

bunch of unshowered middle schoolers.

Ah& it wasnt fun breakihs -H\e hews o Hm ﬂ\d‘l’

we c}idh’-f even }mVe a workihs baﬂ-\room in our cabin.

T ﬁaureé T owed i+ 40 Dad +o at least give him
a basic rundown of the camp, but he seemed o
a|redcl7/ know eVery-ﬂ\ihs T +ried 4o +ell him.
Somehow he even knew about the STEW, because
w}xeh somebody \')U“‘ a servihs on )m's \ala-l*e, \-\e
scra\)ed it rig\w-l' back into the ?o+.
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A-l‘ first T -H\ous}ﬁ' Dad mustve been a c\\a\)erohe
when RODRICK went to +his \7|qce, but when T

saw one of +\\e o+\\er c‘m\)erohes sree‘l' Dac}, I
put it all +03e+‘-\er.

QELCOME BA@
FRANK.!

40

~ 9

Dad went to Hardscrabble Farms when he was
MY age.

No WONDER he wasnt }\d\)\))/ to be here. Tf
his experience was dh}”ﬂ‘\ih& like MINE, T'm

sure }-\e hever imagihed n a million years ‘H\a‘l'

hed be BACK.

Me and m7' cabinmates S\)eh-i' +he Jay +r>/ih3 ‘o
set up our camp for the oVerhis}\‘l'. Ah& it was
\)re'Hy clear Dad had no intention of ‘\el\)ihs out.
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Half the time he was off somewhere else Joiha who
knows what. Ahd when he WAS arouhd, he didn+

lif+ a fihser.

So we set up our shelter without him. Luckﬂy ,
Grahci?a’s book had a c}m\)‘l'er on how 4o build a
wa+erProo{ lean-to, so we didnt NEED Dad’s hel\a.

) /'G/ ‘ “' ] /
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A+ c}ihher some kids from ahoﬂ’\er group seemecl

rea||7/ shaken up. ’ﬂ\ey said -H\ey were 3a+}\erih9
firewood and came across an old shack that -H\e)/
were 99% sure belohsed to Silas Scratch.

This is where T was }\o?ihs Dad would ell eVeryohe
Silas Scratch was Just a made-uP s+or7/ to kee\) kids
from |eavih3 their cabins at hish‘h But he DIDN'T.

He said +hat when HE went to Hardscrabble Farms,

a couPle of kids went ?okiha around Silas Scra’rc}\’s
shack and were never heard from AGAIN.




That was the WORST -H\ihs Dad couldVve said
Jus+ before we were SUPPOSCJ to s?ehd +he hia*ﬁ

n +¥xe wooc}s.

Af‘l'er c}ihher, Mrs. Graziano told eVeryohe o 3e+
w*xa-\'eVer +¥\ey hee&ed from -H-\eir cabins ahd ’Drihs
it to ﬂ\eir camPsHes.

A bunch of kids were begsihs +o slee\) INSIDE,
but Mrs. Graziano said +his is how it's a|wo\7/s been
on the last hish-l' at Hardscrabble Farms, and i+s
+he way it's always gonha be.

We had gotten the fire started earlier, and when
we got to our campsite i+ was sill going. The fire
was dyihs down y ‘H\ousk , SO we needed to se‘l'
more wood to feed i+. But once it 30+ DARK out ;
+he 3075 n m7' group were +oo scared to leave the
fire 4o \\el\D me collect sticks.
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T wouldVe asked DAD for help, but who KNOWS

w*xere "\e was.

So T went to look for firewood 57/ m7lse|1[. The
area around our cam‘)si‘te was Picke& Pre-H'y clean
of S'h'cks, so I }md o 90 Jee\)er nto -H\e woods.
But T got all urned around, and T couldnt

remember w)m'c)n wa7/ our cam‘)si-fe was.
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T started 4o panic a little, but then T saw a
||'3¥-\+ that T ﬂwous\ﬁ must be our camV{ire. T
headed toward i+, and when T got closer, T
couldn* believe where +he |53}\+ was coming from.

T Kave o admit, T didnt reo\||7/ buy ahy of the
Silas Scratch stuff until this moment. But now T
‘Hwous}ﬁ T mis}ﬁ' o\c+ua||7' die of FEAR.

Someﬂ\iha about that Iig}vl' didn+ look ria‘ﬁ,
ﬂ\ous}\. T ‘H\oua}ﬂ' it was coming from a 1[ire‘>|ace
inside the shack, but it was ac+ua||7/ from a
LIGHTBULB. T+ didnt make a lot of sense

to me that a crazy farmer who eats sluss and

berries had ELECTRICITY.
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The door on the front of the Place was barred
shut. So T walked around +he back, and +here

was a metal door that was unlocked.

T Keld my breath and Pus}\ecl it open, then T
s+e\>?e4 inside. M}/ heart was Prac’rica”y bea-l'ihs
out of m7/ c‘\es+, but T HAD +o know what was
in there.

When T saw what was inside, T realized this

place wasnt a shack at+ ALL. T+ was some sort of
maintenance shed with a bunch of tools, and +\~se7/
didnt even look +hat+ OLD.

H.F.
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T went a little farther in. When T walked down
a \-\a“way, T found SOme‘l'Hhs that REALLY
shocked me.

T+ was a B/\TI—IROOM, with a toilet and a sink
and EVERYTHING. There were even a few rolls
of extra toilet paper, and it wasn+ the CHEAP

s+u1[1[, either.

5 Lo

= V/

M)/ head was spinhing at +hat point. T was

reac}y to run back to our campsite and +ell

eVeryohe what T4 fouhd, when T hKeard
SOmeﬂwihs +hat sent shivers down my sPihe.

T+ was the sound of WHISTLING, and it was
comihs from rig}\‘l' BEHIND me.
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I turned o run, and -H-m-f’s wheh T ran smack
into DAD.

T was +o+a||7/ sveecHess. T couldnt understand
w*wa‘l' }\e was Joihs +a’<ih3 a s}\ower N a
maintenance shed, but then he started +o\|kih3.

Dad said when HE went to Hardscrabble Farms,
the bathroom situation was even WORSE +han it

IS how.
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There was ohly one outhouse, which eVeryohe at
+\\e camp s‘-\arec}.

@ ’
PO " : - = 3 ‘= . .. . ¢
- ] - P

ﬂwere was ho s)nower, and if 7/ou wanted o 3e+

=

clean, 7/ou had o g0 down to the river with a bar
of soap.

Then one da7 when Dad was co||ec+ih3 firewood,
he found this maintenance shed that was used for
kee\)ihs up -H\e \)roPer-l'y Jurihs ﬂ\e off-season.

When he realized there was a toilet and a shower

ihside, )ne knew ‘we )nacl to kee\) it a secret or
EVERYONE would find out.
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So he came up with the s+or7 of Silas Scratch o
+\\row ‘H‘xe oﬂ\er kids off +\~se trail.

PR

Dad said w%eh he 30+ \were 7/e5+erc}o\ 5 he
was \)re‘Hy sur‘)nsecl the Silas Scratch +)nm3

was s+l going after all these years. But he
fisured hed Jus-f 90 with it so he could kee\) +he
baﬂwroom to Hmsel-{.

T was pretty mad at Dad for causing everyone
all this stress. But T have to admit that coming
up with a cro\zy s+or7/ to Pro+ec+ a secret
bathroom is EXACTLY +he kind of +)nih3 T4
do MYSELF.

T realized T4 been away from the camPsH'e for a
while and my cabinmates ?roba{ﬂ)/ -l'\-\ous\w-l' T got
snatched up b)/ Silas Scratch.
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So T asked Dad o }\e|‘> me find my way back +o
+he camPsHe.

T+ had started 4o ran, and b}/ the time we 30+
back, +he fire was comPIe-l'el)/ OUT. T guess my

9roup 30+ des‘)era'l'e ahc} ‘H\rew n ahyﬂwihs ﬂm-}‘
would burn . because 1 found M)/ BOOK in ‘H\ere.
Or at least what was left of it.

- -‘§ (S
fis ime
m’
5o
cabinmates had Picked apart our shelter for

firewood, and -H-m-l"s w\\ere me and Dad found
them, all huddled +03e+¥\er.
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T rea||7/ didn*t wanna S?ehcl +he his)n‘f out in the
rain, and +\'\dhk~fu||7/ Dad didnt, EITHER.

T guess he wash* oo concerned about the camp
rules, because he snuck us all back into our cabin.
T+ m63¥\+’Ve stunk o \'\59\\ heaven in ‘H’\ere, but i+
was +he best hiﬁ\-\-l' of slee‘) Tve had in my life.
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This morhing we Packed up all our stuff and
brous\'d' it to the Parkihs lot.

Almost eVeryohe n my class looked like a WRECK
from slee\)ihs out in the woods oVerhis\'\‘l' 3 but MY
group ac+uo\||7/ looked REFRESHED.
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T"\)/ cabinmates ke\rl' sqyihs how LUCKY we were to

have survived the week with Silas Scratch ‘Jrowlihs
around. Ahd i+ was all I could do to bite m7/ +oh3ue.

Believe me, T was +em\>+e3 to ell eVeryohe +hat
Silas Scratch was a hoax. PeoPle mis)(ﬁ’\le even
treated me like a HERO for fihally putting an
end to the whole ‘H‘\ihs.

But T {isurec} a8 mis\'vi' 3e+ stuck cha‘)erohihs at
+his P|ace one Jo?/, and if T do T'll wanna use
+)no\+ bcﬁ)nroom MYSELF.
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T was about o load m7/ bas onto the bus, but
then Dad told me T could ride home with HIM.
’ﬂm‘l’ was WAY better -Hmh si-H'ihs in Someone s
|a\> , so L took Dad up on his offer.

On +he way out, there was a bus coming in with
a whole new crop of kids. T quickly scribbled a

message +o warn +¥\em about w\m-l' ﬂ\e were in

for. T -fisurecl it was the LEAST T could do.

( gBEWARE OF %5 \]
ILAS SCRA
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Life was better in the old
days. Or was it?

ZZINN
That's the question Greg o
Heffley is asking as his town
voluntarily unplugs and goes
electronics-free, But modern
life has its conveniences, 4
and Gregisn’t cut out for an
old-fashioned world.

With tension building inside and outside the Heffley home, will
Greg find a way to survive? Or is going “old school” just too hard
for a kid like Greg?

READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES—
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,
and # 1 New York Times bestsellers:
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n the publishing wor!
Kinney is a rock star.”

—NPR's “Backseat Book Club”

' of a Wimpy Kid is “One of the most successful

s . n"' . ' . . ”
bent on world dominatio children’s series ever published.

_Time magazine —Washington Post

“A big hit with reluctant readers
and anyone looking for a funny book.”

~School Library Journal

r(ﬂ Amulet Books www.wimpykid.com
Pl

: : @wimpykid
An imprint of ABRAMS
n5 West 18th Street
New York, NY 1001
www.amuletbooks.com

@abramskids
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