





Dear reader,

Tm Ver7/ excited that you,re )noldihs the Kindle edition of
Diary of a \rJ.‘mW Kid in your hands.

When T read my first e-book on a Kindle, T was amazed ot
+he \Dossibilih’es. Carryihs a whole |£brar>/ around with me on a

device T could i+ in the ‘mlm of my hand? Amaziha.

What's been Very rewarc}ihs to me as an author has been
seeing kids carrying their dog-eared copies of Diary of a
Wim\Dy Kid with +them. The Kindle allows kids to have +he
whole series at +heir -Fihser‘fi‘)s, and the reaclihs experience
is crisp and clean every fime . . . with no chance of +oc}a7/'s
breakfast staining the pages.

ﬂ\ahk 7/ou 'For Purc}\dsiha Diary o-( a \r\]im‘)y Knd on 7/our‘

Kindle. T ‘-\o‘)e it gives you lots of |au5¥\s and you Nave as
much fun reading it as T did writing it.

Jeff Kihhey
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TO JONATHAN



JUNE
rigda
For me, summer vacation is bo\sically a three-month

SuiH' ‘h"i\).

Just because the weather’s nice, eVeryohe expects
you o be outside all day “frolicking” or whatever.
Ahci if 7/ou dont S\Dehc} eVery second ou+c$oors,
Peo‘)|e +hink there’s some-l'}\ihs wronhg with you.
But the truth is, Tve always been more of an

ihdoor \)er‘Soh.

ﬂ'\e wa7/ 1 like o S\Dehcl m7/ summer Vacation iS in
front of +he T\/, Plo\yihs video games with the
curtains closed and the |i3¥\+s turned off.




Uh{or‘l'uhd‘fel)/, Mom's idea of the \Der{ed' summer

vacation is different from mine.

YOU SHOULD REALLY
LET SOME SUNLIGHT
IN HERE...

Mom say's its not “natural” for a kid to s+a7/
indoors when i+’ sunhy out. T +ell her that T'm
Jus+ +r7/ih3 to \Dro+ec+ m7/ skin so T dont look
all wrihkly when T'm old like her, but she doesnt
want to hear i+.

Mom kee‘)s +r7/ih3 to get me o do $ome+¥\ih3
outside, like go to +he \)ool. But T spent +he
first part of the summer at my friend Rowle/s
Pool, and that didnt work out so 300&.



Rowle/s -fdmil)/ {)e|oh35 to a couh+r7/ club, and
when school let out for the summer, we were

305?\3 ‘H\ere eVer7/ sihsle da?/.

Then we made the mistake of inviting this girl
hamed Trista who Just moved into our heis}\borhood.
=g +hou3¥\+ it would be really hice of us to share our
couh+r7/ club |i1[es+7/|e with her. But five seconds
after we got to the Poo|, she met some |i1[e3uarc}
and -foraoi' all about +he uys who invited her there.




The lesson T learned is that some \)eople woh +
think twice about using you, eS\)eciaHy when

ﬂ\ere’s a couh‘h'y club ihVolVe&.

Me and Rowley were better off without a girl
hahsihs around, anyway. Were both bachelors at
+\'\e moment, and Aurihs ‘H‘\e summer its better
to be unattached.

HEL-LO,
"":', s ; LADIES'

////ihfm T Ee R \\
F—F—t—x—% ‘\-k

A few cla)/s ago T noticed the qual'ly 01[ service
at the couh‘h')/ club was starting to go down a
litte. Like sometimes the temperature in +he
Sauna was a few degrees oo \\o+, and one time
+he Poolsi&e waiter for30+ to put one of those
li+tle umbrellas in m7/ fruit smoothie.

l_,,



T re\>or+ecl all my com‘>|o\ih‘|'s to Rowley’s dad.

But for some reason Mr. Jefferson never Passeé

them on to the clubhouse mahager.

Which is kind of weird. T£ i+ was me who was
\>o\7lih3 for a couh+r7/ club membershi\), Td want
to make sure I was 3e+‘h’h3 my mohey’s worﬂ-\.

Ahywa?/, a little while later Rowley told me he
washt allowed to invite me to his \)ool dhymore,
which is fine with ME. Tm much happier inside
my air-conditioned )nouse, where 1 don+t ho\Ve to
check Py soda can for bees eVery time T go to
take a Sip-



Sdrl'urgla?(

Like T said, Mom kee\Ds +r7/ih3 to get me to go o
+he ‘>oo| with her and my little brother, Mdhh)l,
but the +¥\ih3 IS, my fdmily belohss 1o the TOWN
\Dool, hot the couh-l'r)/ club. And once 7/OU’VC tasted
+he couh+r7/ club |i-fe, its hard +o 90 back +o {)eihs
an ordihdry Joe at the 4own ?oo|.

Besides, last year T swore o m7/se|f that T
would never 9o back to that Place again. At the

town Pool you have o g0 ‘erous‘-\ the locker
room before 7/ou can go swimmiha, and 'Hm'l' means
walkihg +)nrou3}\ the shower area, where grown

men are Sod‘)ihg down ris)fﬁ out n +)ne open.



The first time T walked +)nrou3}\ the men’s
locker room at the town \>oo| was ohe of the

most traumatic experiences of my \ife.

T \Drobdbly |uck7/ T didnt 9o blind. Seriously,
T dont see w}xy Mom and Dad bother +o +r>/
and \)ro+ec+ me from horror movies and stuff like
that if ‘l'}'\e)/’r‘e gonhna expose me to 50me+¥\ih3

about a ‘H\ousahd +imes worse.

T really wish Mom would stop o\skihg me to go to
the town \>oo|, because eVery +ime she Joes, it
\Du+s Images in m7/ mind that Tve been +r7/ih3
hard +o {orae-l'.



SLhdAX

Well, now Tm DEFINITELY s+d7/ih3 indoors
for the rest of +he summer. Mom had a “house
mee+ih3" las+ hia\ﬁ and said money is +i3¥w+ +his
year and we can+t afford to g0 +o the beach,

which means no Family vacation.

THAT rea||7/ stinks. T was ac+ua||>/ |ookih3
FORWARD +o going to the beach +his summer.

Not becavse T like the ocean and the sand and

all of that, becavse T don+t. T realized a |oh3

time ago +hat all the world’s fish and 4urtles and
whales go o the bathroom ris\w‘l' there in the

ocean. And T seem 1o be +he oh|7/ person who's
bothered 57/ this.




M)f brother Rodrick likes 4o tease me because he
thinks T'm afraid of the waves. But T'm +e||ih3
you, that's hot i+ at all.

& - SPLj

R aypag
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Ahyway, T was |ookih3 forward to 30ih3 to the
beach becavse T'm -Fiho\lly +all ehous\-\ to go on +he
Cranium Shaker, which is this rea||7/ awesome ride
that's on the boardwalk. Rodrick’s been on +he
Cranium Shaker at least a hundred times, and he

says you cant call yourseh[ a man until you ride it.




Mom said maybe if we “save our Pehhies" we can go
back +o ‘H'\e beo\ch next year. ’ﬂ-\eh s\'\e said wed
still do a lot of fun stuff as a 1[o\mi|7/ and one c}o\y

we |l look back on this as the “best summer ever.”

Well, now T oh|7/ have two +\'\ih35 to look forward
to this summer. One is m7/ {)ir‘ﬂ\dd)/, and the
other is when the last “Li’l Cutie” comic runs in
+he paper. T dont know if T ever mentioned
+his be{ore, but “Li’l Cutie” is the worst comic
ever. To give you an idea of what T'm +a|kih3
abou-l', \'\ere’s w‘wa‘l' ran in -H-\e paper +oda7/ =

Daddy, is rain just God sweating?
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But here’s the ‘H’\ihg-' Even +¥\ou3}\ T hate “Li’l
Cu+ie," T cant s+0\> m7/se|1[ from readihs it, and

Dad cant, either. T guess we J'us+ like seeing
how bad it is.

LOOK AT
THIS

“Li’l Cutie” has been around for at least +Hr+7/
years, and its written by +his 3u7/ named Bob
Post. Tve heard Li'l Cutie is based on Bob’s son
when he was a little kid.

IF I EAT THIS
GWEEN BEAN,
WILL ITS
MOMMY AND
DADDY BE SAD?

11



But T guess how +that +he real Li’l Cutie is all
grownh up, his dad’s )navihS trouble comihs up with

new material.

A cou‘>|e of weeks ago +he hewspaper anhounhced
that Bob Post is retiring and the final “Li’l Cutie”
IS gohna be \Drih-i‘ed n Ausus-i'. Ever since then me
and Dad have been counting down the &ays until

+he last comic runs.
O .

o 2 [TUNE

=

When the last “Li’l Cutie” comes out, me and Dad
will have to throw a \mr‘ly, because 50me+\'\ih9 like

+hat deserves a serious celebration.
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Even ‘H\oug)n me and Dad see eye to eye oh “Li’l
Cu*h'e," there are still a lot of +)m'h3$ we butt
hea&s over., T‘ne biS issue between us rig\ﬁ' how 1S
my sleep schedule. During the summer T like 4o
s+a7/ up all his\ﬁ wa+chih3 TV or Playihs video
games and then slee\) ‘l’\'\rous‘\ +he morhing. Bu+t

Dad gets kind of crabby if T'm still in bed when
he 3e+$ home from work.

/-.

&=

La+e|>/, Dad’s been ca”ihs me at hoon to make sure

T'm not still as|ee‘>. So T kee\) a P)r\ohe ’07/ my bed

and use my best wide-awake voice when he calls.

T +hink Dad’s Jealous because he has o 9o to
work while the rest of us get to kick back and
take it easy eVery Jay.
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But if he's gonha be all srumPy about i1, he
should Just become a teacher or a ShOW\)|ow
driver or have one of those Jobs where 7/ou 3e+

to take summers off.

Moms not rea“)/ \welpiha improve Dad’s mood,
either. She calls him at work about five times a
d"‘f with updcﬁes on eVeryH\iha that's 30.‘h3 on

arouh& ‘H\e )nouse.

GUESS WHAT MANNY
DID IN THE POTTY
TODAY? GUESS! GUESS!

iUCde?{

Dad got Mom a new camera for Mother's Pay,
and |a+e|7/ she's been +akih3 lots of pictures. T
think its because she feels 3ui|+7/ about not
kee‘)ihg up oh the -family ‘D\'\O‘i’o albums.
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When my older brother, Rodrick, was a ’00\57/,
Mom was +o+q||7/ on top of ‘H\ihss.

Kaboom !

Once T came dlohs T guess Mom 30‘!’ {)us7/, so
from +hat ?oih‘i' on there are a lot of 99PS n
our official -Fami|7/ h;s+or7/.

15
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Tve learned +hat ?ho-i'o albums arent an accurate
record of what ho\\;\)ehe& n your life, dh7Wd7’-
Las+ 7/ear when we were at the beach, Mom
boug)rrl' a bunch of ‘[“m)' seashells at a 351[+ s\wo?,
and later on T saw her bury them in the sand

-for Mannhy to “cliscoVer."
4
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LOOK AT WHAT
YOU FOUND,

Well, T wish T didnt see that, becauvse it made
me re-evalvate my whole childhood.

Tocio?/ Mom Sdid I was |ookih3 usho\ssy,“ So S)ne
told me she was +akih3 me to get o haircut.

17



But T never wouldve dareed to 3e+ my hair cut if
T knew that Mom was +4kih3 me to Bombshells
Beau+7/ Salon, which is where Mom and Gramma

3e+ THEIR \'\air cut.
BEAUTY
‘ N ( 3
% HA

]: )naVe o Sd}” ‘H\oug\\, *H-\e w\\ole bemrl‘)/ salon
experience washt that bad. First of all, +)ne7/
have TVs all over +he Place, s you can watch a

nl
i

show while )/ou’re waiting to get your hair cut.

Second, 'l‘he)/ have lots of +abloids, +hose hewspapers
ou see in the checkout lines at grocery stores. Mom

says tabloids are full of lies, but T think there’s

some reo\||7/ importan+t stuff in those +)nih3$.

138



Miracle Pill to
Make You
97% Smarter

Books, Libraries to
Become Extinct
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Gramma is a|wa>/s buyihg tabloids, even +)nou3\'\

Mom doesn+ approve. A few weeks ago Gramma
wash + answering her ?hohe, so Mom got worried
and drove over 1o Grammas 4o see if she was OK.
Gramma was -Fihe, but s\we wash 1 \)ickihs up )ner
?}\ohe because of some‘l')niha she read.

CORDLESS TELEPHONES
ERASE THE MEMORY OF
THE ELDERLY.

\ T
>y o
[
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But when Mom asked Gramma where she got her

ih-(ormd‘l'ioh, Gramma said —

UM...THE NEW
YORK TIMES.

v Y

Gramma’s 303, Hehry, died receh‘H)/, and ever since
then Gramma has had a lot of 4ime on her hands.
So Mom’s c}eo\lihg with stuff like the cordless \)\-\ohe
+\~u'h3 a lot these Jd)/s.

Whenever Mom finds any tabloids at Gramma's
\'\ouse, she takes them home and throws them in
+he sarbo\se. Last week T fished one out of the
+r‘o\s¥1 and read it in m7/ bedroom.

T 3|ac} T did. T found out that North America
will be underwater within six months, so that kind
of takes the pressure off me to do well in school.

20



T had a long wait at +he beau+7/ salon, but T
didnt really mind. T got to read my }\oroscoPe
and look at pictures of movie stars without their
makeuP, so T was clefihi‘l'el)/ entertained.

When T 30‘\' my hair cut, T found out the best
ﬂ\ihs about the beau+7/ salon, which is the GOSSIP.
The ladies who work there know the dirt on Just

about eVeryohe in town.

...AND THEN MARLENE SAYS TO
VANESSA, “IF YOU'RE GONNA GET
UP IN MY FACE, YOU'D BETTER BE

READY TO BACK IT UP!”"

Uh{or'l'uha-l'el)/, Mom came o \)ick me Up ris)n-l' n
the middle of a s+or7/ about Mr. Peﬂ)ers and his
hew wh[e, who's +weh+7/ years youhser than him.

21



Ho?efully my hair will grow out fast so T con
come back and hear the rest of the s+or7/.

Erida?(

T think Moms starting to regret taking me o

get my hair cut the other clay. The ladies at
omdshells introguceg me ‘o soap operas, ang how

Bombshells introduced me + P op 4

Tm +o+d||7/ hooked.

GIRLFRIEND,

BUT ”AE(I)S\% YOU CAN DO $0
I I MUCH BETTER
YOU! THAN HIM!

Yes+erda7/ T was in the middle of my show,
and Mom 4old me T had to turn off the TV
and find some‘ﬂwihs else o do. T could +ell
there was no use dr‘suihs with \wer, so T called
Row|e7/ and invited him over.

22



When Row|e)/ got to my house, we went s+ro\n'3¥\+
to Rodrick’s room in the basement. Rodrick is
off \)lo\yihs wH'\-\ )nis bahd, L&ded Di\)er, and
whenever he's away T like 4o 90 +¥\rou3)n his
stuff and see if T can find o\hy-l-hihs interesting.

E® =

ﬂ\e best ‘H’\ihg T found in Rodrick’s Juhk drawer
this time around was one of those little souvenir

Pichure keycko\ihs you 3e+ at +)ne beac\w.

SUMMER
MEMORIES
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Tf you look into it, you see a picture of Rodrick
with some sirl.

T don*t know how Rodrick 30+ +hat Pic-h;re,

because T Ve been with him on every sih3|e 'Family
vacation, and if T saw him with THAT girl, T
c}efihH'el)/ would have remembered her.

T showed the \)id'ur‘e to Rowley, but T had +o hold
the keyc}\o\ih because he was getting all Srabby.

24



We Jus around some more, and then we found a
horror movie at the bottom of Rodrick’s drawer.
T couldnt believe our luck. Neither one of us had
ac+uq||)/ seen a horror movie before, so this was a

really bis find.

T asked Mom if Rowley could spehc{ +he his}ﬁ,
and she said yes. T made sure T asked Mom when
Dad was out of the room, because Dad doesn+
like i+ when T have s|ee‘>oVers on a work his\ﬁ.“

Last summer Rowley spent the hia)(ﬁ at my

house, and we s|e\>+ in the basement.

25



T made sure Rowley took the bed that was closest
to the furnace room, because that room redlly
freaks me ovt. T -Fisurecl if ahy’r)nihg came out of
there in the middle of the hig)n‘h it would Sra'o
Rowley first and T'd have a five-second head

start to escape.

At about 1:00 in the morhing, we heard SOme'H\ihs
in the furnace room that scared the |ivih3 cla7/|i3h+s

out of us.

1+ sounded like a little shosi' Sirl or someﬂ\ihs,
and i+ said —

I'™M HIDING...
CAN YOU

Me and Row|e7/ ?racﬁco\ll)/ +ro\m\>|e& each other o
death trying to get up the basement stairs.

26



We burst into Mom and Dad’s room, and T
told them our house was haunted and we had

Yo move immec}ia-l'el)/.

1' . \\

Dad didnt seem convinced, and he went down o
the basement and walked rig)rﬁ into the furnace
room. Me and Row|e7 s+a7/ec} about ten feet back.

1 was \)re-H?/ sure Dad wash + soiha o 3e+ out
of there alive. T heard some rUS‘HihS and a few
bum‘)s, and I was reo\c}y to make a run for it.

27



But a few seconds later he came back out with one

of Mahh/s toys, a doll named Hide-and-Seek Harry.

Last hia)n‘l' me and Rowley waited for Mom and
Dad +o 9o to bed, and then we watched our
moVie. ’Echhica“y, T was the oh|7/ one who
wa+c)necl i1, because Rowley }\ad )nis e7/es and ears

covered the whole entire time.

28



ﬂ'\e moVie was about this mucMy hand +hat 9oes
around the couh+r7/ ki||ih3 \DeoP|e. And +he last

person w\-\o sees -H\e )nahcl IS always +)ne next victim.

The S\Decio\l effects were rea“)/ cheesy, and T
wasn+ even scared until the Ver7/ end. That's
when the twist came.

Awf‘l’er‘ +he mucld)/ hand S'l'rahalecl its last victim,
it came crawlihs s+rdu'3¥\+ at the screen, and
then the screen went black. At first T was a
little confused, but then T realized it meant the

hext Victim was gonhha be ME.

T turned the TV o f, and then T described
the whole movie o Rowley from besihhihs to end.

29



Well, T mustve done a \)re'Hy 300& Job +e||ih3 +he
s+or>/, because Row|e7/ got even more freaked-out
+)nah I was.

VAN
O

-

)

T knew we couldn® go to Mom and Dad +his
time because ‘l')ney’d srouhd me if ‘H\t}/ found out
we watched a horror movie. But we didnt feel
safe in the basemeh-l', so we s?eh+ the rest of
+he h.'s}ﬁ' in the upstairs bathroom with the
Iish-l's on.

//r LI
)x
‘:‘H 1, @
//1__ £ \ ’g

30



T J'us+ wish we had mahagec} to s+a7/ awake the
whole his)n‘h becavse when Dad found us in the

morhihs, it wasn+t a Pre-H')/ scene.

Dad wanted 4o know what was going on, and

1 *\o\c} to fess up. Dad +old Mom, so now I,m
Just waiting to hear how long T gonha be
Srouhc}ed for. But o be honest with you, Tmoa
lot more worried about this mudc‘y hand +han
o\h7/ \)uhishmeh‘l' Mom can dream up.

T ‘HwouSH' about it, ‘H\oug)n, and T realized
there’s oh|7/ so much Srouhd a MU(H)/ hand can

cover in a do\y.
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So }xope{u“y that means T have a little while
|oh3er to live.

MR
EUCSQ{G}{

Yes+ercla7/, Mom lectured me about how {307/5 my
age wa+c¥\ oo mahy violent movies and Pld)/ oo

mah7/ video games, and +¥\a+ we cloh’+ know w\'\a+
REAL entertainment is.

T Jus+ s+a7/ecl quie-i', becavse T wasnt sure
exdc+|7/ where she was going with all this.
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Then Mom said that she was gonna start a
"readihs club” for 'H-\e boys n ‘l')ne heis\'\bor)noocl so
she could teach us about all the great literature we

were missihs out on.

T besseci Mom o Just give me a reaulo\r Puhis\-\meh-r
ihs+eqcl, but s\'\e wouldn+ buclse.

So +ocla7 was the first mee'h'hs of the Reac}ihs
Ts Fun Clob. T fel+ kind of bad for all the boys
W}\OSC momS mdc{e THEM come.




T was JUS"’ 3|dc} Mom didn+ invite Fre3|e7/, +his
weird kid who lives up the street, because he's
been acting stranger +han usval |a+e|7/.

WANNA HEAR
ABOUT MY
“HYGIENE ISSUES™

T starting to +hink maybe Fresle/s a little
Jahserous, but |ucki|7/ he doesnt really leave his
front yard clurihs the summer. T +hink his \Dareh+s

must }\o\Ve an electrical fence or 50me+\~\ih9.

Ah}/way, Mom +old eVeryohe to brihs ‘H\eir
favorite book o +odo\>/’s meeting so we could ?ick
one and discuss it. All the auys laid +heir books
on the table, and everyone seemed \Drew )(m\)\)y
with the selection except Mom.
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ULTIFATE
VIDLO 6AmME
CHEATS

Mom said the books we broua)n'l' werent ‘real

literature and that we were gonha have o

start with the “classics.”
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T‘neh she broua)rﬁ' out a bunch of books +hat she
mustve had since SHE was a kid.

F

THE YEARLING

ANNE

of GREEN GABLES

OoLD YELLER

ﬂ\ese are the exact same ‘iy‘)es of books our

teachers are always Vus)niha us to read at school.
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T‘ney have a program where if you read a classic
n your free time, +}xe7 reward you with a sticker
of a hamburser or SOme+)nih3 like +hat.

T dont know who +)ne7/ +hink ‘H\e)/’re 1[oo|ih3.
You can 3e+ a s)nee+ of a ‘whdred stickers down
at the arts-and-crafts store for fiHy cents.

Thm hot rea|l7/ sure what makes a book a “classic”
to begin with, but T +hink i+ has 4o be at least
fiPry years old and some person or animal has +o
die ot +}\e end.

Mom said if we didnt like +he books she Pickecl
out, we could 9o onh a field trip to the |ibrar7

and find SOme‘H\ihs we all agreed on. But that

woh + work 1[or me.
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See, when T was ei3¥\+ years old T borrowed a
book from +he |i{>r‘ar‘7/, and then T -(or‘soi' all about
. T found the book a few years later behind m7/
desk, and T fiaure& T mustve owed about two
thousand dollars in late fees on that ‘H\ihs.

So T buried the book in a box of old comics in m7/
closet, and that's where it is to +his day. T haven+
been back to the |i{>rar7/ since then, but T know if
T ever DO show up, ‘H\e)/’ll be waiting for me.

GREG HEFFLEY, YOU ARE
UNDER ARREST FOR
FAILING TO RETURN “HOW
TO MAKE SOCK PUPPETS.”




Tn fad', T 3e+ hervous if T even SEE a librarian.

IS THAT
YOU, SUSAN?

PAT? IT'S
BEEN SUCH
A LONG
TIME! K

T asked Mom if we could get a second chance to
\)ick out a book on our owh, and she said we

could. We're SUP\Dosed to meet again tomorrow and

brihg our new selections with us.

\/Jedhesclay

Well, +he mem{)ershi‘) of the Readihg Ts Fun
Club took a {)ig hit oVerhig\'\‘h Most of the 3u7/s

who came 7/es+erda7/ bailed out, and now theres
oh|7/ two of us.
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Rowley J(>ro¢:3)n‘l' two books aloh3 with him.

Howto JFind
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My/

l'oup

The book T \)ickec{ was the ninth volume in the
"l"\agick and Monsters: Dark Realms” series. T
-figured Mom would like i+ because its \)reH')/ |oh3

ahd +)nere aren+ ah7/ \)id’ures
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But Mom didnt like m7/ book. She said she didnt

approve of the illustration on the cover because

she didnt like +he way i+ ‘)or-l'ra)/ec} women.

1’Ve read "S\deowdoom," and from w\'\o\‘f I can
remember ) +\\ere arent even ahy women in ‘H\e
s+or7/. Th -Fac‘l', T kind of wonder if the persoh
who Jesished the cover even READ +the book.

Ahyway, Mom said that she was gonna use her
veto power as +he Reac}ihs Ts Fun Club’s founder
and choose the book for us. So she chose this

book called “Charlotte’s Web,” which looks like one

of those “classics” T was +a|kih3 about before.
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Just from |ookih3 at the cover, T guarantee either
+he sirl or the \7:’3 doesnt make i+ to the end of
the book.

riga
\fJeH, +he Reac}ihs Ts Fuon Club is down 4o one

member, and +)na+’s me.

—

<7

Yes+ercla7/ Rowley went solfiha or SOme'H-\ihs with
his dac}, so he kind of \'\uhs me out to dry T
didn* do my readihs assignment, and T was rea“)f

couh‘h'hs on )nim to cover for me at 'l'}\e mee‘h'ha.

T+s not really my fault that T couldnt finish
my readihs assignment, +)nou3\'\. Mom told me T
‘wacl o read n my beclroom for +weh+7/ minutes
7/es+erc}a7/, but the truth is, T Just have trouble

concentrating for |oh3 Perion of time.
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Af-l'er Mom cau3¥\+ me \'\orsihs droth, she
banned me from wa‘ths TV until T read +he
book. So last his\w‘l' T had o wait until she went
to bed before T could get Py entertainment fix.

T kept thinking about that movie with the muddy
hand, -H\ous\\. T was afraid that if T was wa+c)nih3
TV all b)/ myself late ot his)n-h +he mucHy hand
mis)n'l' crawl out from under the couch and Srqb my
foot or Someﬂxihs.

The way T solved the \Droblem was b)/ makiha a
trail of clothes and other stuff all the way from my
bedroom down to the -fdmi|7/ room.

13



That way T was able to make it downstairs
and back without ever +ouc¥\ih3 the srouhcl.

@ [

ﬂ\is morhihs Dad ‘I'r‘i\)?ed over a c}id’ioho\r)/ I
left at the top of the stairs, so now he's mad
at me. But T Il 4+ake Dad beihS angry over +he
alternative any da)/ of the week.

M)f hew fear is that the hand is gohha crawl up
on my bed and get me in my sleep. So |a+e|7/ Tve
been covering my whole bo&y with +he blanket
and leaving o hole so T can breathe.

’L_Z—ZZ Z}ZZZ @
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But that strategy has its OWN risks. Rodrick
30+ into m7/ room +oc1a7/, and :[ )nad to S\Dehcl

+he morhing +r7/ih3 to wash the taste of a A.'r+7
sock out of m7/ mouﬂ\.

1|

Suhda;z

Toclay was. my deadline for fihishihs the first
three c}m\ﬁers of “Charlotte’s Web.” When Mom
found out T wasnt done 7/e+, she said we were

gonha sit down at the kitchen table until T
was fihis\wed.
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About a half hour later there was a knock at
the front door, and it was Row|e7/. T ‘H’\oug)n‘l'
ma?/{)e he was coming back to the Readihg Ts
Fun Club, but when T saw that his dad was with

\-\im, T knew SOmeﬂ\ihs was up.

)|

L\
1 11

——
—
/
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Mr. Jefferson had an o#icial—lookihs piece of
paper with the couh+r7/ club |030 on it. He said it
was a bill for all ‘H\e fruit Smoo+\'\ies me and

Row|e>/ ordered at the clubhouse, and the sro\hc}
total was eig*ﬁy--ﬂ-\ree dollars.

All those times me and Rowley ordered drinks at
+he c|ub}\ouse, we JuS‘l' wrote down Mr. Jeffersons

account number on the +ab. \\\obody told us someone

ac+ua||7' had to PAY for all that.
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T still didnt rea||7/ understand what Mr. Jefferson
was doihs at MY house. T +hink he’s an architect
or some+)nih3, so if }\e heeds eis\ﬁ'y—ﬂ-\ree bucks, he
can just desiSh an extra builcliha. He +alked to Mom,
+)nou3)n, and +’ne71 both aSreed that me and Rowley
heeded o \)“7/ off the +ab.

T +old Mom me and Rowley are just kids and i+
hot like we have salaries or careers or whatever.
But Mom said we were Just gohha have 4o be
“creative.” Then she said we would have +o svs‘)ehc}
+he Readihs Ts Fun Club’s meetings until we Paicl

w¥m+ we owed.

To be honest with you, T'm kind of relieved.
Because at this point, anything that doesnt
involve reo\cliha sounds ‘)re'H’y 3005 ‘o me.
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vesda
Me and Row|e7/ racked our brains all Jo?/ 7/es+erclo\7
+r>/ih3 to fisure out how o ‘)ay off that eigh‘l’)/-
three dollars. Row|e7/ said maybe T should Just go
to the ATM and withdraw some mohe7/ to pay of
his dad.

The reason Rowley said that is because he +hinks
1’m ric}w. A cou‘>|e of )/ears 490 durihg +)ne }\oh&o\ys,
Rowley came over and we had Just run out of toilet
paper at my house. My family wds using these )nolido?/
cock+ail ho\\)kihs as a substitute until Dad got to +he

store dso\ih.

Rowley ﬂwoug}ﬁ +he )noh'cio\y hd‘)kihs were Ssome
kind of really fahcy toile+ paper, and he asked
me if my -family was rich.
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I wash + gonna pass up +)ne o?\)or-l'uhi-iy o

im?ress )nim.

Ahyway, Tm NOT rich, and thats the \)roblem.
1 tried o -figure out a way a kid m7/ age could
3e+ his hands on some cas)n, and then it hit me:

We could start a lawn care service.

T'm not -I'alkihg about some average, run-of-the-mill
lawh care service, either. T'm +q|kih3 about a cormpany
that takes lawn care to the next level. We decided

+o nhame our company the V.I.P. Lawn Service.

We called up the Yellow Po\ses people and old
them we wanted o ‘)lace an ad in their book.
And not Just one of +hose +ih7/ little text ads,
but a reo\||7/ big one with full color +hat takes up
+wo whole pages.
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But get +his: The Yellow Pases \)eople told us i+
was gohna cost us a few thousand bucks to \w‘l'
our ad in +)neir book.

T +told them that didnt make a lot of sense to
me, because \\ow,s someone $u?‘>osed to ‘)o?/ for an

acl if -H-\e)/ ‘\a\/eh"l' even earhed ah)/ mohey 7/e+?

NS

@i

Me and Row|e7/ realized we were gonna have to do

ﬂ\is a different way, and make our OWN ads.

T fisurecl we could Just make ﬂyers and put them in
every mailbox in our heis\-\borhooé. All we needed was

some cli\y art to get us started.
So we went downh to the corner store and bous\ﬁ'

one of ﬂwose cards women 3e+ eac)n o+)ner on +}\eir

birﬂ\cio\ys.
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HOT HOT, HOT!

Hope your:‘o;
birthday is —*

Then we scanned it into Row|e7’s computer and
‘)o\s+ed ?id’ures of OUR Keads onto the bodies
from -H\e card.
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After +hat we got some cli\) art of lawn tools and
put it all +03e+her. Then we \Drih-l'eJ it out, and
T have o sy, it looked great.

V.I.F

LAWN SERVICE

7N

m°u. ¢ .
&b &
{ ) ) }
\ F { %¢\L

AMAVAVA M o

PAMPER YOURSELF AND
YOUR LAWN WITH OUR
AWARD-WINNING,
WORLD-CLASS SERVICE!

CALL 555-2941
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T did some maﬂ\, and T {igurec} it would cost
us ot least a couple hundred bucks in color ink
car+ric}3es and paper to make ehoush ﬂ)/ers for
+he whole heis)nborhooci. So we asked Row|e7/’s
dad if hed go out o the store and aet us all
the stuff we needed.

Mr. Jefferson didnt 9o for it. Tn fact, he told
us we couldnt use \'\is comPU‘l'er or \)rih‘l' out dh)/

more co‘>ies 01[ our ﬂyer.

T was a little svr\arised {)7 that, because if Mr.
Jefferson wanted us 4o ‘my him back, he sure
wash+ makihs it easy. But all we could rea|l7/ do
was take our ohe -ﬂyer and get out of his office.

53



Then me and Row|ey went around from house to

}\ouse S}\owiha eVer‘7/ohe our ﬂyer and +e||ih3 ‘H\em
about the V.L.P. Lawn Service.

LIV
.

After we hit a few houses, we realized i+ would be
a lot easier o Just ask the next person we s?oke
with 4o pass the ﬂyer along so me and Rowley
wouldnt have 4o do all that wa”(iha.

Now the oh|7/ +)nih3 we have 1o do is sit back and
wait for the Phohe calls Yo start rollih3 in.

ihu(de%

Me and Row|e7/ waited around all clo\y 7/es+erc}q7/,
but we didn+ get any calls.
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T was starting to wonder if we should +r7/ to find
a card with more muscular 3u7/s for our next -ﬂyer.
Then, at about 11:00 +his mornhing, we got a call
from Mrs. Canfield, who lives on Grammas street.
She said her lawn needed mowing but she wanted +o

c\\eck our remferehces be-(ore she )nirec} uS.

T used 4o do lawn work for Gramma, so T called
her up and asked if she could call Mrs. Candfield
and tell her what a 300& worker T am.

Well, T mustve co\ua)n‘l' Gramma on a bad day,
because she req||7/ lit into me. She said T left \)iles
of leaves on her lawn last fall and now there were

\)o\-l'c\-\es of dead grass all over her yard.
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Then she asked me when T was gonhna come over

and finish the job.

That was not req||7/ the kind of response T was
|ookih3 for. T +old Gramma we were oh|7/ ‘|'o\kih3
Po\yihs J'obs at the moment but mo\ybe we could
get back to her later on in the summer.

Then T called Mrs. Canfield and did my best
imitation of Gramma. T guess Tm |uck7/ my Voice

}msr\’i‘ c}mhae& 7/e+.

THE V.I.P. LAWN SERVICE
DOES EXCEPTIONAL WORK
AND CATERED TO MY
EVERY LAWN NEED.




Believe it or not, Mrs. Canfield {)oug)n‘t it. She
thanked “Gramma” for the reference and )nuhs up.
Then she called back a few minutes later, and T
answered in my regular voice. Mrs. Canfield said
shed hire us and that we should come 57/ her house
later foday to get started.

But it's kind of far from m7/ house +o Mrs.
Cah-{ielc}’s, so I asked ‘\er i s\we could come 3e+ uS.
She didn* seem real )\Q\)'\)y that we didnt have our
own transportation, but she said shed be wi\lihg to
Pick us up if we could be reo\dy at nooh.

Mrs. Canfield came o my house at 12:00 in her
son's \)ickuP +ruck, and s\we asked us w‘were our

lawnh mower and all our ec‘ui?meh‘l' was.




T said we didnt ac+ua||7/ HAVE any equipment but
that m7/ Gramma keevs her side door unlocked and
o mis}ﬁ be able to sneak in and borrow her mower
for a few hours. T guess Mrs. Canfield must have
been Pre-H')/ desperorl'e to get her lawn mowed,
because she went along with my \>|o\h.

MIND IF I
CHANGE THE
RADIO STATION’P

lllll

TS

@if’;

Luckily, Gramma wasn+ home, so it was easy to get
the mower out of her house. We rolled i+ over +o
Mrs. Canfield’s yard, and then we were ready to
get o work.

That's when me and Row|e7/ realized neither one
of us had ever ac+uo\||7/ oPercrl'ecl a lawn mower
before. So the two of us Poked around for a
while and tried to figure out how to get the
+\'\ih3 started.
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side, all the 30\50|ihe s?illed out onto the grass,
and we had o 90 back over to Gramma's +o 3e+
a redfill.

T ‘)ickeé up +he owner’s manual for the mower
while we were at it. T 4ried to read it, but the
nstructions were written in S\)o\his)n. T got the
feelihg from the bits and pieces T COULD
understand +hat opera‘h'hs a lawn mower was a

lo+ more clo\hser‘ous ‘l'}\dh I orisiho\“y ‘H\ous\\‘\'.
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T +old Rowley he could have the first crack at
the lawn mowing and that T would go sit in +he

shade and start workihs oh our business plan.

Rowley didn* like that idea at all. He said this

was a "‘)arJrhers)(\i‘)" and that eVery‘H’\ih& had +o

be 50-50. T was Pre-H'?/ svrPriseJ {)7/ this, because
T'm the one who came up with the idea for the
lawn service in the first Plo\ce, so 1 was more like

+\-\e ownher ‘H\ah a \)ar-hner.

i +o|cl Rowley we heec{ed someohe o do +\'\e sruh-f
work and someone to ‘mhc“e ‘H\e mohey so it didnt

get all sweorly.

Believe i+ or not, that was ehoush to make Rowley
walk rig)n‘l' off +he J'ob.
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T J'us+ wahha sa7/ for the record that if Rowley
ever heeds me for a J'ob reference in the future,

T gonha have o give him a |ous7/ review.

The truth is, T dont reo\lly heed Row|e7 o\h7/wq7/.
j:f +)nis lawn service business grows ‘H\e wa7/ ]:

think it will, Tm gohha have about a HUNDRED
Row|e7/$ wor‘kihs for me.

Th the meantime, T needed to get Mrs.
Canfield’s lawn mowed. T looked -H-\roug‘\ +he
manval for a little while longer and then fisureci
out that T needed to pull on +his handle
attached to a cord, so T tried +hat.

’ﬂ\e mower started up rig)(ﬁ away, and T was off

and runhing.
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T+ wasn+ as bad as T +)nou3h+ it was gonhha
be. The lawn mower was se|1[-\>r0\>e||ecl, so all T
needed 1o do was walk behind it and steer eVery

once in a while.

ﬂ\eh T started to notice that there were
\)iles of clog poop eVerywhere. And steering
around them was not an easy ﬂ\ihs to do with

a self-\)ro?ellec} mower.

The V.T.P. Lawn Service has a Ver‘7/ strict \)olicy
when it comes to 403 poop, which is that we wont

90 ahywhere hear it.
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So from that point on, whenever T saw o\h)"l’"\ihs
+hat looked suspicious, T would mow a ten-foot

circle around it Just to be safe.

The J'ob ac+ua||7/ went a lot faster after that
becavse T had a lot less lawn to cover. After T
was done, T went 1o the front door to collect

my mohey./pne final bill was +)nir+7/ dollars, which
was +weh+7/ dollars for the lawn plus ten bucks for
the +ime me and Rowley spent desiahihs +hat -ﬂyer.
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But Mrs. Canfield wouldnt pay- She said our

service was "|ous7/" and +)na+ we }mrcﬂy mowed dh)/

of her lawn.

T +old her about the &03 poop issve, but she still
wouldn+ cous\-\ up what she owed me. And to make
matters worse, she wouldn+ even give me a ride
home. You khow, T figured someone mis)n‘l' +r7/ +o
stiff us ‘H‘\is summer, but I hever -H\ous)n‘f it would

be our Very firs-l' customer.

T had to walk home, and 57/ the time T got
+o my house, T was rea||7/ mad. T +old Dad
the whole s+or>/ about my lawn mowing experience
and how Mrs. Canfield wouldn+t pay me.
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Dad drove ri3¥\+ over 1o Mrs. Canfield’s house,

and T went with him. T +\'\ou3}\+ he was gonha
chew her out for +akih3 ac}Vathaee of his son,

and T wanted to be there to see it firsthand.
But Dad Just got Gramma's mower and cut the
rest of Mrs. Canfield’s grass.

\/\]heh )ne was clohe, )ne didn* even ask her for

dh7/ mohe7/ .

The trip wasnt a 1 OTAL waste of time, 'H\ouah.
When Dad wro\ﬂ)ed 'H\ihgs up, T Plahi’ed a Sigh
in Mrs. Canfield’s front yard.
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I figurecl f I wash + gohha 3e+ \)qic}, I mis}ﬁ

as well get some free adVer‘l'isihs for all my trouble.

ANOTHER GREAT
JOB BY

VLR LAWN
SERVICE

555-294|

Saturd ay

The V.I.P. Lawn Service has not rea“)/ \)ahhec}
out the way T +)nou3h+ i+ would. T havent
had dh}' work since that first Job, and Tm
starting to +hink md?/{)e Mrs. Canfield has been
ba&-mouﬂ'\iha me o her heisH)ors.

T ‘H\oua\'ﬁ' about Jus+ siviha up and c|osih3 our
business, but then T realized that with a few
tweaks to the ﬂyer, we could start +)nih3$ back

up asau'h n ‘H-\e winter.
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V.L.P

SNOW REMOVAL
ﬁ) . o 0

YOU'VE TRIED THE REST,
NOW GO WITH THE BEST!

The ‘)rob|em is, T need mohey NOW. T called up

Rowley to start braihs+ormih3 new ideas, but his
mom said he was at the movies with his dad. T was
a little ahhoye&, because he never bothered +o ask

me if he could take the da?' off.
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Mom's hot |e‘H'ih3 me do dh7/+¥\ih3 fun until ‘H’\is
fruit smoothie bill is \Daicl off, so that meant it was
up +o ME 4o -(isure out }\ow Yo earn ‘H\e cas)w.

TN +ell 7/ou who has a lot of mohey, and that's

Mo\hhy. T mean, that kid is RICH. A few weeks
ago Mom and Dad +old Mahhy +)ne7/’d give him a

quarter for eVery +ime he uses the \>o-H>/ without
{)eihs asked. So now he carries around a gallon of
water with him at all times.

Mahhy kee\)s all his mohey n a bis Jar oh his dresser.
He's gotta have at least $150 in that thing.
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Tve thought about asking Mdhh7/ to lend me the

mohey, but T J'us+ cant JDri\ns m7/se|1[ to do that.

T Preﬁy sure Mahhy cho\rses interest on his

I CAN GET THE
REST OF IT TO
YOU TOMORROW.

5

loans ahyway.

-
.

T +r7/ih3 to fisure out a wo?/ to earn mone
without cloihs ahy actual work. But when T
told Mom what T was ‘H\ihkihs, she said T'm
Just “lo\zy."

OK, so mo\ybe TAM |az7/, but it's not reo\||7/ my

fault. Tve been lo\z7/ ever since I was a little kid
and if someone had caus}ﬁ‘ ik edr‘|7/ on, md?/{)e T
wouldnt be the way T am now.

)
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T remember in Presc)nool, when \)|o\7/+ime was over,
the teacher would +ell everyone to put away their
+o7/s, and we would all sing +he "Cleahu‘) Sth“ while
we did it. Well, T sang +he song with eVeryohe
else, but T didnt do ahy of +he actual cleqhiha.

¢ CLEAN UP, CLEAN UP, 4
§9 EVERYBODY EVERYWHERE! 0

J CLEAN UP, CLEAN UP,

EVERYBODY DO YOUR SHARE!

So if 7/ou want to find SOrneboc})/ to blame for
+he wa7/ T am, T guess you’ci have to start
with the ‘)ublic education sys+em.

Suhdd?[

Mom came into my room +his morhing and woke me
up for church. T was alo\d to 9o, becavse T knew T
was gohnha have to turn o a \'\igher power Yo get
this fruit smoothie bill Paic} off. Whenever Gramma
heeds ah7/+\\ih3 she J'us-f \arays, and she 3e+s it
ris\ﬁ away.
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T think she has a direct \)i\)ehhe to God or
Some‘l'*\ihs.

DEAR LORD, PLEASE LET
ME FIND MY DOLLAR
SAVERS COUPON BOOK.

For some reason T dont have that same kind of
pull. But that doesnt mean Tm gonna quit 4rying.

DEAR LORD, PLEASE LET MR. JEFFERSON
GET HIT ON THE HEAD SO HE FORGETS
ABOUT THE MONEY I OWE HIM. AND PLEASE
LET ME GET PAST THE THIRD LEVEL OF
TWISTED WIZARD WITHOUT HAVING TO USE
ANY OF MY BONUS HEALTH PACKS. AMEN,
AND THANK YOU IN ADVANCE.

iill ul
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’Bda)/’s sermon was called “Jesus in Dissuise," and
it was about how you should treat eVer‘yohe you
mee+t wi+)n kihc}hess because 7/ou hever khow w\wic\-\

person is rea||7/ Jesus \)re+ehclih3 to be someone else.

I guess -H'\o\-l')s SUFPosed to make )/ou wanha be

a better person, but all it does is make me
aranoid because I kinow I’m onnha ust end u

P 9 J P

suessiha wrohs.

WOW, THANKS
FOR SHINING
MY SHOES!

ﬂwey \)o\ssed the donation basket around like +\we>/
do eVery week, and all T could +hink was how T

heeded +\wa+ mohe)/ a lot more -H\o\h w)noeVer it was

30(?\3 “o.
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But Mom mustve seen the look in my eye, because
she \aassed the basket 4o the row behind us before
T could take what T needed.

Mohdax

M)/ bir“ﬂ'\do\/s comihs up +his weekehé, and it
cant 3e+ here quick ehoush for me. ﬂ\is year T
gonha have a FAMILY \)ar+7. Tm still really
burned up with Row|e7/ for bo\ihhg out onh our lawn
care busihess, so T dont want him ‘H\ihkihg he can
come over and eat my bir‘ﬂ-\do\)/ cake.

P|us, TVe learned my lesson about friend ‘)ar‘h'es.
When you have a friend \mr+7/, all your guests think
+)ne7/ have the rig’n‘l' to \quy with your presents.
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And eVery time T Kave a friend \)qr+7/, Mom invites
HER friends’ kicis, So I end up wH'}\ a buhc}\ of
Peo‘>|e at my Par-l')/ T barely even know.

And those kids dont {)u?/ +he 3:'1[+$, their MOMS

do. So even if 7/ou 3e+ some‘H-\ihS like a video game,
its not a Video game 7/ou’c} ac+ua||7/ want to \>|a7/.
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T Jusﬁ' Sldcl T'm not on the swim team this summer.
Las+ year T Kad practice on my bir-l'May, and Mom
c}ro‘)‘)ed me off at the ‘)oo|.

EVERYBODY BE SURE TO WISH
GREG A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!




So when it comes to your bir‘l'hcla)/, TVve learned
its best o Jus-l' kee? kids out of the equa-Hoh.

Mom said T could have a fumily \mr+7 as long

as T Promiseé hot to do ry “vsual” with the
{)irJr)ncla)/ cards. ﬂwo\‘f s-h'hks, because 1 )naVe a
GREAT system for opening cards. T put them
all in a neat \Dile, and then T rip each one open
ahcl s\-\o\ke it Yo 3e+ -H'\e mohey out. As |oh3 as
T dont s+0\> to read ah7/+)nih3, T can 3e+
ﬂ\rous}\ a \Dile of 'l'weh+7/ cards in under a minute.

Mom say’s +he way T doitis "ih5u|+ih3" +o the people
who got me +he cards. She say’s this time around T
have o read every card and o\ckhowledge +he person
who gave it fo me. That'll slow me down, but T
guess it's still worth it.
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T Ve been cloihg a lot of +)nihkih3 about what T
want for my bir-ﬂ-\do\y this year. What T REALLY

wanht IS a 403.

TVve been askiha for a doa for the Vas-l' three
years, but Mom says we have to wait until Mo\hhy’s
comple-l'ely ?o-H?/ trained before we get one. Well,
with the \>o++7/ training racke+t Mahhy’s got going
on, that could take FOREVER.

—
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The thing is, T know that Dad wants a dog,
too. He used to have one when HE was a kid.
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T figurecl all Dad needed was a little hudge, and
on Christmas last year T saw my chance. M)/
Uncle Joe and his famﬂ)/ s+0\>\>ed b)/ our house,
and +¥\e7/ broug‘ﬁ their clos, Killer, with them.

T asked Uncle Joe if he wouldnt mind )nih-h'hs to

Dad +hat he should get us a clos. But +he way Uncle
Joe did i+ Probably set Py dog-aeﬁiha campaigh back
by five yeo\rs.

A BOY NEEDS A
DOG, rrRANK!

T‘ne o+)ner +)m'h3 I )naVe ho c)nahce of 3e+‘h'h3 for
my {)irﬂ\da)/ is a cell \)\wohe, and T can thank
Rodrick for +hat.
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Mom and Dad got Rodrick a cell '\))nohe last year,
and he racked vp a bill for three hundred dollars in
the first month. Most of THAT was from Rodrick
ca“ih& Mom and Dad from his room in the basement
+o ask them to turn the heat up.

Uil |

So the oh|7/ +)nih3 T askihs for this year iS a
deluxe leather recliner. l"\)/ Uncle Charlie has one,
and he Prac-ﬁcall)/ LIVES in +hat ‘H\ihg.
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The main reason T want my owh recliner is because
if I \'\dd one, I wouldn+ }\dVe to 9o up o my
room after wa’rc\\ihs TV late ot his\vl'. T could
Just sleep riSH' in the chair.

Plus, these recliners have all sorts of features, like a
heck massager and a&\jushble firmness and stuff like
that. T fisure T could use the “vibrate” feature o

make Dad’s lectures a lot more tolerable.

AND YOU REALLY
NEED TO STOP
LEAVING YOUR

DIRTY CLOTHES IN

THE BATHROOM!

The oh|7/ reason 1 d ever need o get vp is to
9o Yo +he bathroom. But mo\ybe T should Just
wait until next year to ask for a recliner,

because T bet ‘l‘}\ey’ll have that taken care of

n +)ne hew model.
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FLUSH

EBUFSQ{G?{

T asked Mom to take me back to Bombshells
Beam‘y Salon again +ocla7/, even ‘Hwoug\-\ T didnt

really need a haircut. T Just felt like ca+c)nih3 up
on the town 3055:’\).

( HIIIIIIIIIIIII, GREGGGGGGG!

I
»

Annette, my }mirs+7|is+, said she heard from a |o\d7
who knows Mrs. Jefferson that me and Rowley had
a -Fd“ihg out.
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A\)\)areh+|7/, Row|e7/’s “Neartbroken” because T didn+t
invite him 4o my birﬂ\cla)/ \Do\riy. Well, if Rowle/s
u‘Jse-I', 7/ou wouldn® know i+ from |ookih3 at \'\im.

EVery time T see Rowley, he’s Pa”ihs around with
his dad. So the way it looks to me, he’s dh‘edd)/
got himself a new best friend.

4%

|l ¢

T Just wanha say T think i+ stinks that Row|e7/
3e+s to g0 to 'l'}\e couh+r7/ club even ‘H\ous}\ )'\e
still owes mohey on that fruit smoothie bill.

Uhfor-ruha-fel)/, Rowle/s c\wmmy re|o\-h‘ohs\-\i\> with
his dad is starting to affect MY life. Mom SO\)/S
+he wa)/ Rowley and his dad haha out +03e+)ner IS
“neat” and that me and Dad should g0 fishihs or
\)ld)/ catch in the front 7/arcl or some+)(\ih3.
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But the -H\ihs IS, me and Dad Jus+ arent cut out
for +hat kind of father-son stuff. ﬂ-\e last +ime
Mom +ried to get me and Dad +o do $ome+)nih3
like that +03e+)ner, it ended with me \'\avihs to
\Du” him out of RQ\)\M}mhhock Creek.

Mom wont let it 90, ‘H’\oug)n. She says she wants
to see more affection between Pad ahcl uS boys.
And thats created some reall)/ awkward moments.

MOM SAYS I
NEED TO HUG
YOU GUYS.
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Todo?/ i was w«ﬁc\wihs T\/, mih&ihﬁ m7/ owh
{)usihess, when T heard a knock at the front
door. Mom said there was a “friend” there +o
see me, So T +)nou3¥\+ it must be Row|e7/ comih3
to o\‘)olosize.

But i+ wasnt Rowley. T+ was FREGLEY.

—( HELLO,
FRIEND!

—_

Aw[-fer ]: recovered from m7/ nitial S‘\ock . I
slammed the door shut. T started to panic because
T didnt know what Fregley was c}oihs at my
front door. Af’rer a few minutes went b)/, ]:

looked out the side window, and Frealey was
STILL s+ahc}ih3 there.
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T knew T had to take drastic measures, So T
went to the kitchen to call the cops. But Mom
s+0\>\>ecl me before T could finish c}iahhs N1

Mom said SHE invited Fre3|e7/ over. She said Tve
seemed "|ohel)/" ever since L had that fis)n‘l' with
Rowley, and she -I')noush‘l' shed set vp a "‘>|o\7/c{o\+e”
with Frealey.
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See, this is w¥\7/ T should never tell Mom about
my \)er‘Sohd| business. This Fresley ‘l')nihg was a
total disaster.

I’Ve heo\ré +\'\a+ a Vam\)ire cant come inside 7/our
house unless you invite him in, and T Il bet its
the same kind of deal with ‘Fregle)/.

MIND F T O\ SURE, IT'S BACK
BORROW SOME IN THE KITCH—
FLOUR? @\ HEY, WAIT A

\\SECOND!

—

So how T Ve 9ot TWO ‘H\ihgs to worr7/ about:
+he mucHy hand and ‘Fregle)/. And if T had +o
choose the one o se‘l' me first, T'd take +he
muddy hand in a heartbeat.
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FREGLEY?

Y VB¢
§ ol |
oa oD
Sa-l'urda?(

To&ay was m7/ bir-ﬂ-\c{a)/, and T guess ‘H-\ihss went

WHY DON'T YOU I THINK
GO OUTSIDE FREGLEY
AND PLAY WITH MIGHT BE

— ——
P—

more or less like T ex‘Dec+ecl. The relatives started
s)nowiha vp around 1:00. T asked Mom to invite as
many people as Possible so T could maximize my sif-l'
\>o+eh‘h'd| ) and T 30+ a ‘Dr‘e‘H’7/ sooci furnout.

GIFTS GO ON
THE DINING
ROOM TABLE.




T like to cut to the chase on m7/ bir-Hw&a)/ and
3e+ ris)n‘f +o the Sh[‘l's, so T told eVeryohe to
So\ﬂ\er n ‘H\e |ivih3 room.

T +took my time with the cards, Just like Mom
asked. T+ was a little \)au'h-fuh bt T got a 3005
haul, so it was worth it.

WHEN T SAW IT
IN THE STORE,
I KNEW IT WAS
JUST PERFECT!

A special greeting
And a “how do you do?”
For a special nephew —

By golly, that’s you!

Happy
Birthgay!

aumtB'wncfa.

Uh-for‘fuha-fel)/ , A4S soon as T collected my
c%ecks, Mom confiscated +¥\e mohey +o Pd)’ off
Mr. Jefferson.
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T‘neh I moved on o +)ne qu\DPecl \)reseh'l's, but
there werent a whole lot of those. The first
3:'1[+, from Mom and Dad, was small and )neo\v7/,
which T +¥\ou3¥\+ was a sooc} sigh. But T was
still \)re++7/ shocked when T oPehed it

-— . wr
LADYBUGS
CELLULAR TELEPHONE

Perfect for kids and the elderly!
N F

When T looked more closely, T found out it

wash+ an ordiho\ry cell ?}\ohe. T+ was called a
"Lo\dybug." ﬂ\e P}\ohe didnt have a keﬂ)aud on it or
ah7/+¥\ih3. T+ oh|7/ had 4wo buttons: one to call home

o\hd onhe {for emeraehcies. So its \)re‘H7/ muc}'\ useless.
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All my other Si-Hs were clothes and other stuff T
didnt rea||7/ heed. T was still \\oPihs T mis\\‘l' get
that recliner ) but once T realized there werent
ahy \)laces Mom and Dad could be )nidihs a giant
leather c}mir, T gave up |oo’<ih3.

T‘neh Mom +old eVeryohe it was time to a0 into the

dihihs room to have some cake. Uhfor'l'uha‘l'ely, Uncle
Joe's 503, Killer, had beaten us to it.

T was hopina Mom would ao out and aet me a new
P9 9 9

cake, but she Jus+ took a knife and cut awo?/ the

parts the dog didn™ touch.
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Mom cut me a bis piece, but b)/ +hat point T
wash+ reo\lly in the mood for cake. ES\Decio\Hy hot
with Killer ﬂ'\rowihs up li++e {)ir-l')nday candles
under the table.

SL\M{%(

T guess Mom mustve felt bad about how my birﬂx&a)/
went down, because +ocla>/ she said we could go o
the mall and get o "mqkeu? sif‘l'."

Mom took Mdhh7/ and Rodrick alohs for the ride,
and she said ‘H’\e)/ could each ?ick out Some‘ﬂ'\ihs,

too, which is +o+a||7/ unfair, because it wasnt

THEIR bir+)ncla7/ 7es+erda7/.
N



We walked around the mall for a while and ended
up in a pet store. T was }\oPihS we could \Dool our
mohey o {)uy a 303, but Rodrick seemed 4o be
interested in a different kind of \)e+.

Mom handed us each a five-dollar bill and told us
we could buy whatever we wanted, but five bucks
doesnt exac+l7 get 7/00 Very far in a \ve+ store. T
-fihally settled on this reo\||7/ cool ahsel-fis)n +hat's
all different colors.
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Rodrick \)ickec‘ out a 1[i$)n, +oo. I dont know
what kind it was, but the reason Rodrick chose

it was because the label on the tank said the fish

[ . »
was dssresswe.

Mahh)/ spent HIS five bucks on fish food. At
first T ‘H'\ous}ﬁ it was because he wanted +o
feed +)ne fish that me and Rodrick {)oua\ﬁ, but

{)7/ the time we got home, Mahhy had eaten
half the canister.

Moh&a;g

This is +he first time TVve had my Very owh
‘>e+, and I’m kind of se-HihS nto it. I feed
my fish three times a clqy, and T kee\D his bowl

really clean.
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T even boug’rﬁ' a_journal so T could kee\) track of
eVery‘H‘\ihg mmy fish does durihs the day. T have
to admit, ‘H\ou\gh, Tm starting to Rave a little
trouble fillihﬁ up +he pages.

T asked Mom and Dad if we could buy one of
+hose aquariums and get a ton of fish +o kee\:
my litte guy company. But Dad said +hat
o\c{uariums cost mohe7/ and ma7/{>e T could ask for

one for Christmas.

See, this is what stinks about beihg a kid. You
ohly se‘l' two shots at Se‘Hihs stuff 7/00 want,
and that's on Christmas and your bir-ﬂwc}a)/. And
+)neh w\'\eh one of ‘l')nose Jo\ys DOES come, }lour‘
‘Do\reh‘l's mess ‘H\ihss up and buy 7/ou a Ladybus.
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Tf T had my owh money, T could Just buy
whatever T wanted and not have to embarrass
mysel-f eVery time T needed 4o rent a video game
or J(>u7l a \)iece of co\hc{y or SOme'H'\ihs.

oo RECIT

Ahf‘”“}" Tve alwa)/s known that Tl eVeh+ud||7/
be rich and -{o\mous, but Tm s-l'o\r-h'hg o 3e+ a

little concerned that i+ hasn+ }m\)\)ehe& 7/e+. T
-Fisured Td ot LEAST have m7/ owh rea|H7 TV

show by how.

Last hig\\‘l‘ I was wa+c\~\ih3 one of -H\ose television
shows where a hahhy lives with a fo\mily for a
week and then tells them all the way’s ‘H\e)/’re

SCr‘ewihs up.
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Well, T dont know if the woman had o go to

Ssome S\Decial hahhy school or 50me+\'\ih3, but that's

the kind of J'ob T was BORN +o do.

T Just heed o fisure out how o get myseh[ n
line for that Jjob when the nanny retires.

YOUR HOUSE IS A WRECK, YOUR KIDS
HAVE NO MANNERS, AND...HEY, MR.
JOHNSON, YOU'RE NOT GOING OUT

IN THAT SHIRT, ARE YOU?

A few years ago T started collecting my personal
mementos, like book reports and old +o7/s and
stuff like +hat, because when my museum opens T
wanhha make sure its \Do\cked with ihteresting

+\’\ih35 from my life.
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SEXPERIENC
Drage

|[ENTRANCE |

"“GREG HEFFLEY
> EXPERIENCE

CAN WE GET A
DISCOUNT FOR OUR
THREE-MONTH-OLD?

SORRY, NO
EXCEPTIONS!

But T dont keeP o\hy‘l'hihs like |o||i‘>o‘> sticks
+hat have my saliva on them because, believe me,

T do NOT need to be cloned.

\Aﬂ\eh ’\:m fdmous, I’m gonha haVe to make some
life c‘wahses.

17



T ProbaHy have +o 1‘]7/ in private jets, because
T 1‘]7/ on re3u|ar ?lahes, T get rea“y ahhoyecl
when Peovle in the back +r7/ to mooch off my
first-class bathroom.

THE BATHROOM IN
THE BACK IS FULL,
AND LITTLE TIMMY

REALLY HAS TO—

-

FIRST CLASS
ONLY

Another +Hh3 famous PeoP|e have to deal with is
that +heir younger siblihss end up getting famous
Just because +)ne7/’re related.




M)f closest brush with fame so far was when Mom
sished me up for a modeliha J'ob a few years ago.
T +hink her idea was +o get ‘Jic-h;res of me in
clothes cq+d|03ues or Some‘l'}\ihs like +hat.

But the oh|7/ ‘H\iha ﬂ'\e)/ used m7l \)id'ure for was
+)nis s+U\>iJ medical book, and I)Ve been +r7/ih3 to

live i+ clowv\ ever sSince.

CONSTIPATION |

by Marion Locke, Phpy

iUCde¥

T sPeh+ the afternoon Playihg video games and
ca+c¥\ih3 up oh +he Suhdo\y comics.

1



T turned to the back page, and there was an ad
where “Li’l Cutie" u5ua||7/ iS.

Wanna be on the
unny pages?

We're looking for a talented
cartoonist to write and draw
a one-panel comic to replace
“Li'l Cutie.” Can you tickle
our funny bone?

Cartoons featuring animals or pets will not be considered.

Man, Tve been waiting FOREVER for an
oP‘)or+uhi+7 like this. T had a comic in my school
paper once, but this is a chance 1o hit the BIG time.

The ad said +)ne7' weren+ accepting dh)/ ahimal
comic s+ri\>s, and I +)nihk I know why 'ﬂ\ere’s
this comic about a &03 called “Precious Poochie,”
and it's been runhing for about -(n[’ry )/eo\rs.

The 3u7/ who wrote it died a |oh3 time 490, but
‘H’\e)/’re sill recycliha Hs old comics.
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T dont know if +¥\e7/’re fuhh)/ or not because, to
be honest with 7/ou, most of them dont even make

sense to a ‘>er50h m7/ age.

/= YRECIOU
< oocHIE

T VYV vV Y

I ju5'|' cant whaot's all
seem... +he fuss...

over +hese
here...
o i‘?
(o]

Ahyway, +he hewspaper has tried to 3e+ rid of
that comic a bunch of times, but whenever ‘H\e)/
+r7/ to cancel i+ all +he “Precious Poochie” fans come
out of the woodwork and make a bis stink. T
quess Peovle think of this cartoon &03 as their

own ‘)e‘l" or someﬂ\ihs.
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The last time +}\e7/ tried to cancel “Precious Poochie,”
four busloads of senior citizens from Leisure Towers
showed up at the hewspaper offices downtown and
didn* leave until +)ne7/ got +heir waly.

Daily News

Mom was acting eﬁra-cheery this morhing, and T
could +ell she had SOme‘H\ihg up her sleeve.

At 10:00 she said we all needed o get in +he
station wagoh, and when T asked her where we

. . . “ . »
were going, s\\e said it was a surprise.
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T noticed Mom had ‘)ackecl sunscreen and baﬂxihs
suits and stuff in ‘H‘\e back of ‘H\e station wagoh, So
T ‘H\ous}ﬁ' we must be headed for the beach.

But when T asked her if T was righ-l', Mom said the
?lace we were going was BETTER +han the beach.

Wherever we were Soihs, it was +akih3 a |oh3 +ime
to 3e+ +here. Ahc} it wasnt that fun {Deihs stuck
in the backseat with Rodrick and Mahhy.
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Mahhy was sitting in between me and Rodrick on
+he )numP. At one point Rodrick decided to +tell
Mo\hhy +he )f\um‘) was the worst seat in the car

because it was the smallest and least comfortable.

EVeh+ud||7/, Mom and Dad got sick of Mo\hhy's
cryihs. Mom said T had 1o take a turn on +he
\wm‘) because T'm +he second 7/0uh3e5+ and it
was "ohly fair.” So every time Dad ran over a

\>o+\'\o|e, my head hit the roof of +he car.
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A+t about 2:00 T was getting reqlly huhgry, s0
T asked if we could S‘l'oP for some fast food. Dad
wouldn+ ‘)ull over, because he said the \>e0\>|e at

-fas+-1[oocl restaurants are "iclio-l's."

Well, T know why he thinks +hat. EVery time
Dad goes to the fried chicken \>|ace over near our

}\ou5e, he +ries to \>|o\ce his order +)nrou3\‘\ the

-I'rash can.
I'D LIKE TWO VALUE
MEALS AND A BOTTLE
fies OF...HELLO? HELLO?
|

) G
7N\

Ll &
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T saw a sigh for a pizza \)|ace, and T be%ed Mom
and Dad to let us eat there. But T guess Mom was

+r7/ih3 to save mohey, becauvse she came Pre\)o\rec}.

A Rhalf hour later we Pu“ec} nto a bis Po\rkihs lot,

and T knew exac+|7/ where we were.

We were at the S|i\>s|ic{e Water Park, where we

used to go as kids. And T mean LITTLE kids.
T+s rea||7/ a ‘>|ace meant for ‘>eo‘>|e Mahhy’s age.
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Mom mustve )nearcl me and Rodrick groan n -er
backseat. She said we were gonha have a great
do\y as a -farm'l)/ and it would be the )(\ESHES\'\‘Y of

our Summer Vacation.

T have bad memories of the Sli‘)shde Water

Park. One time Grahd\)o\ took me there, and he
left+ me in the waterslide area for \Dracﬁca“)/ +he
whole do\y. He said he was gonha go read his

book and hed meet me there in +hree hours. But T
didnt o\c+ua||7 go on any slides because of the sigh

at ‘Hwe entrance.

MUST BE
ACCOMPANIED
BY AN ADULT

T +}\ou3¥\+ 7/ou had to be for+7/-e.'3)n+ years old
to ride, but it turns out the +wo little lines

hext o ‘H\e humber meant "ihc\'\es."
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So T basicqlly wasted my clo\y waiting for Grqhd\)o\
to come back and get me, and then we had o leave.

Rodrick has bad memories of the Slivslicle Water
Park, too. Last year his band 30+ booked o do
a show on the music stage +}\e7/ have near +he
wave \Dool. Rodrick’s band asked the \Dark Peovle
+o set them up with a smoke machine so +\'\e7/ could
have some sPecia| effects for +heir show.

But SOmebody screwed up, and ‘H\e)/ set Rodrick’s
band up with a BUBBLE machine instead.

108



]: found out -H\e reason Mom took us to +\-\e
water \)ark +oda7/: T+ was hqlf-\)rice for families.

Unfortunately, it looked like just about every
-Fami|7/ in the state was there, +oo.

When we got -H-\rough +he goates, Mom rented a
stroller for Mqhhy. T convinced her o sPehJ a
li+tle more mohey and rent a double stroller,

becavse T knew it was gohha be a long c}o\y and

Cf‘ [REFT

I wanted to conserve m7/ eher37/.




Mom Parked the stroller near +he wave \)OO‘, which
was so crowded you could {)o\rely even see the water.
After we put on our sunscreen and found a ‘>|o\ce
to sit, T felt a few raihdrops, and then T heard
thunder. ﬂ\eh an anhouhcement came over the

loquPeaker.

DUE TO LIGHTNING, THE SLIPSLIDE WATER
PARK IS NOW CLOSED. THANK YOU FOR
COMING, AND HAVE A NICE DAY.

EVeryohe H‘l’ ‘H\e exits and soJr n +)neir cars. But
with all the \)eople +r7/ih3 to leave at the exact

same time, it was a total traffic Jdm.

’ ,’ | »
AR,
(]

rrrrr




Mahhy tried to entertain eVeryohe {>7/ +e||ih3 Jokes.
At first Mom and Dad were ehcouro\sihs Kim.

KNOCK KNOCK.
WHO'S THERE? YOUR
UNDERWEAR.

GOOD ONE,

But after a while, Mahh/s Jokes didnt even

make sense.

ONE TWO FREE
FOUR FIVE. FIVE
NAMED CLIVE.

We were low on gas, So we had to turn off the
air conditioner and wait for the ?arkihs lot+ +o

clear Up-
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Mom said she had a headache, and she went o
the back to lie down. An hour later traffic fihally
ﬂ\ihhecl out, and we 3o+ onto -H-\e his)nway.

We s+o?\>ed for 995, and about for+7/-1[iVe minutes
later we were home. Dad told me to wake Mom vp,

but when T looked in the back of the station

wagoh, Mom wasn+ there.

==y

For a few minutes hobo&y knew w\-\ere s)ne went.

Then we realized the oh|7/ Plo\ce she could be was
at ‘H’\e 9as station. She mustve SO‘H'eh out to use
the bathroom when we S‘l’oP\Ded, and hobo&y/ hoticed.

Sure ehoush, that's where she was. We were slad
‘o see )ner, but T dont think she was too )navpy
+o see US.
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Mom didn+ reo\||7/ say ah7/+)nih3 on the ride back.
Some-i‘)nihs tells me she's had her fill of -Fo\mily
+03e+\werhess for a while, and +hat's Sood,
becavse T the, too.

My

T reo\lly wish we didnt go on that trip 7/es+erda7/,
because if we s-l-a)/ecl home, my fish would still be alive.

Before we left+ for our trip T fed my fish, and Mom

said ]: s\would feed Roclrick)s fis)n, “oo. Rodrick,s -Fis}-\
was in a bowl on +0\> of the refriaero\'l'or, and T'm

\Dre++7/ sure Rodrick hadnt fed his fish or cleaned

+he bowl once.
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T think Rodrick’s fish was |ivih3 off of +he o\lSae
sr‘owihs on the slass.

When Mom saw Rodrick’s bowl, she -H\ous}ﬁ' it
was Jisausﬁha. So she took his fish and put it in
my bowl.

\/\n\eh we 30+ ‘wome from +)ne water Park, I
went straight to the kitchen fo feed my fish.
But he was gone, and it wasnt a bis m7/s+er7
what )na\)\)ehecl +o him.
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T didnt even have time to feel sad about it,
because +oJo\7/ was Father's Pay and we all had +o
3e+ n -Hwe car and 9o up o Grahd\)a’s for {)ruhch.

TN +ell you this: T T'm ever a dad, you’re hot

gonna see ME dressing up in a shirt and +ie and

going o Leisure Towers on Fathers Pay. T

gonhha go off ’07/ m7/se|1[ and have some FUN. But

Mom said she +\'\ou3)n+ it would be 300& for the

three aenerations of Heffley men o be o ether.
9 i 9

I guess I mustve been \Dickihs at m7/ food,
becavse Dad asked me what was wrong. T +old him
T was bummed out because m7/ fish died. Dad said
he didnt rea||7 khow what to say because he'd
hever had a Pe-l' die before.
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He said he used +o have a clos hamed Nu-H7/ when he
was a kid, but \\\u++7 ran awa?/ to a bu‘Herﬂ7 farm.

TVe heard Dad +ell this same s+or7/ about Nu++7/
and the {)U‘Herﬂy farm a million times, but T didnt

wanha be rude and cut Hm off.

/ﬂ\eh Gro\hc}\)o\ s?oke vp o\hc} sm’d )ne \\o\c} a "coh-fessioh“
to make. He said that Nu++7/ didn+ qc+ua||7/ run away
Yo a buﬁerﬂy {farm. Gro\hJ\)o\ said what REALLY
}\a‘)‘)ehed was that he accidehﬁ“)/ ran over the clog
when he was backihs his car out of +he drEVeway.

WAS THAT
FRANK'S
SKATEBOARD? /,
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Grqhd\)o\ said he made up +he bu-H'erﬂy farm s+or7/
so he didnt have to tell Dad the truth, but +hat
now +)ne7/ could have a sood |au3\~\ over it.

But Dad was MAD. He 4old us 4o get in the car,
and he lef+ Grahc{\)o\ with the bill for brunch. Dad
didnt say o\hy-l-)nihs on the way home. He J'us+
Jrop\)ed us off at the house and drove away.

Dad was gone for a |oh3 time, and T was starting
to think mo\ybe he was gonhha Jus+ take the rest of

+he Jay for himself. But he showed up an hour
later carryihs a ’ois cardboard box.
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Dad \)u+ the box on the floor, and believe i+ or
hot, there was a DOG in there.

Mom didnt seem too thrilled that Dad went out
and bous\ﬁ a c}og without c)neckihs with her first.
T dont think Dad has ever even bous}ﬁ' a pair
of \Dah+s for himself without getting Moms OK
beforehand. But T +hink she could see that Dad

was %a\yw, so she let him kee\) it.

At dinner Mom said we should come up with a name
for ‘I'}\e clos.




T wanted to name it 50me+¥\ih3 cool like Shredder or
RiPJaw, but Mom said my ideas were too 'Violent.”

Mahhy’s ideas were a whole lot worse, -H-\oush. He
wanted to hame the dos an animal name like

Ele?hah‘r or Zebra.

Rodrick liked +he animal name idea, and he said we
s\'\ouH call -H\e 403 ’Er‘He.

Mom said we should call the Jog Sweetheart. T
+)nou3¥\+ +hat was a reo\||7/ terrible idea, because
+he dos IS a BOY, hot a 35r|.
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But before ahy of us could 1[53)n+ i+, Dad aSreed

with Moms idea.
SWEETIE
FOR SHORT!

T think Dad was wi||ih3 to go with ah7/+)nih3 Mom
came up with if it meant he didnt have to take
+he 403 back. But some‘ﬂwihs tells me Uncle Joe

would not approve of our c}og’s name.

Dad +old Rodrick he should go to the mall o buy
a bowl and get the dos's hame \Drih‘l'eci on it, and
here's what Rodrick came back with —

>
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I guess +}m+’s whcﬁ 7/ou 3e+ w%eh you send +¥\e
worst speller in the family off to do your errands.

Wedhesda?z

T was rea||7 ha\)\))/ when we got our Jos at first,
but now T'm s+o\r+ih3 to have second *H\ous}ﬁs.

The 503’5 o\c+ua||7 been Jrivihg me crazy. A few
his\ﬁs ago d commercial came on TV, and it
showed some 30\7"\6(5 \)o??ihs in and out of their
Noles. Sweetie seemed \Dre-H?/ interested in that, so
Dad said —

WHERE ARE THE
GOPHERS, SWEETIE?
WHERE ARE THEY, BOY?

i
e

f’) M.

i

That got Sweetie all riled Up, and he started
{)arkihg at +\-\e TV.
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Now Sweetie barks at the TV . CONSTANTLY,
and the only thing that gets him to stop is when
the commercial with +he sop)ners comes back on.

| IR |
S5 %:i;v\ :

| BARK] |_
BARK

But what rea“)/ bugs me about the 303 is that he
likes to slee\a n my bed, and T'm afraid hell bite
m7/ hand off if T ‘h’)/ to move him.

’ GRRRRRp

/' \_ ]

And he doesnt Just sleeP in my bed. He sleePs
right smack in the middle.
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Dad comes in my room at /:00 eVery morhing o
take Sweetie out. But T guess me and +the dos
Kave SOme‘H\ihs in common, because he doesnt like
Se‘HihS out of bed in ‘Hwe morhihs, eH‘\-\er. So Dad
turns the lights on and off 4o try to make the

dos wake up-
COME ON, SWEETIE.
GET UP GET UP GET
UP GET UP GET UP. /[]

FLICK
FLICK \ &%
FLICK
:/‘
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YeS‘l'ercla)/ Dad couldnt se‘l' Sweetie to g0 outside )
so he ried SOme‘H\ihs hew. He went to the front
of the house and rang the doorbell, which made
+he doa shoot out of bed like a rocket.

The ohly \)roblem was, he used my face as a

DING DONG
mg
ePRY BARK

G) o]

Ut =

T % ]

lauhc\\ihs \md.

T+ mustve been raihihs outside this morhihs 5 because
when Sweetie came back in he was sHVerihS and
SOo\kihg wet. Then he tried to get under the covers
with me o get warm. Luckily, +he mucHy hand has
SiVeh me a lot of \Drac‘h'ce with this sort of +)nih3,
so T was able +o kee\D him out.
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This morhing Dad wasnt able 4o get +he 303 out
of my bed no matter WHAT Ke 4ried. So he went
to work, and about an hour later Sweetie woke me
vp to take him ouvtside. T wra\)\)ed myseh[ in my

blanket and then le+ the c}os out the front door
and waited for him 4o do his business. But Sweetie

decided to make a run for i1, and T had to chase
after \'\im.
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You know, T was ac+ua||7/ \-\avihs a Pre++7/ decent
summer until Sweetie came o\|oh3. He's ruining the
two things that are the most important to me:

television and slee\).

And you know how Dad is o\lways getting on my
case about |7/ih3 around all dqy? Well, Sweetie is
twice as bad as me, but Dad’s CRAZY about
+hat 503.

T don*t think +he feelihs is mutual ‘H\oug)n. Dad
1S alwo\ys +r7/ih9 to 3e+ +he c}os to siVe him a kiss
on the nose, but Sweetie wont do it.
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T con kind of understand w\'\y the 303 doesnt
ike Dad.

The oh|7/ person Sweetie rea||7/ likes is Mom, even
-l')nousk she barely pays him “h)' attention. And T
can tell that's starting o drive Dad a little nuts.

cET DOWN,
SWEETIE!
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T +hink Sweetie is Just more of a ladies’ man. So T

guess +)na+’s SOme‘l')nihs else we }\QVe N common.

JULY
Sa-h;rda?(
Las+ hig’(ﬁ T was workihs oh a hew comic to
replace “Li'l Cutie.” T fiaured there would be a lot
of corn\)e‘l'i‘h'oh for the open slot, so T wanted o
come up with SOme‘H\ihS +hat rea“)/ stood out. T
made up this comic called "Hey, Peo\yle.’" that's
sort of like a }\ah[ cartoon, )nal-f advice column. i
-fisure T can use i+ to make the world a better
\>|ace, or at least a better \)lace for ME.

WHEN ORDERING FROM A FAST-FOOD
RESTAURANT, TRY TO DECIDE WHAT
YOU WANT BEFORE YOU GET TO THE
128 FRONT OF THE LINE.




MY TOENAIL WAS SO
INGROWN, IT TOOK
THE DOCTOR AN HOUR
TO DIG IT OUT!

WHEN IN PUBLIC, KINDLY REFRAIN
FROM DISCUSSING DETAILS OF YOUR
RECENT SURGERY.

T -Fisured since Dad reads the comics, T misH' as well
write a few that were s?eci{ically +ar3e+ecl at him.

AFTER YOURE DONE WITH YOUR
SHOWER, PLEASE RINSE YOUR HAIR
OFF THE SOAP!




T wouldve written a bunch of comics last his}ﬁ',
but Sweetie was Jrivihs me crazy and I couldnt

concentrate.

While T was clrawihs, the 403 was sitting on my
‘>i||ow |ickih3 his paws and his tail, and he was
rea"y se‘H'ihs into it.

——c\ ORK
S\ ORK

N

\/\”\ehe\ler Sweetie does ‘Hm‘h I )naVe to remember
to ﬂn\) +he \)i”ow over when T go to bed. Last
his\-\‘l‘ T -for30+, and when T |o\7/ down T ‘)u+ my
head r53¥\+ on the wet spot.

S\)eakihs of |ickih3, Sweetie -fihally kissed Dad
last hia\ﬁ. T+s ?robably becavse Dad had potato
c\\i\)s on his brea-l')n, and T think 6035 ho\Ve an
avtomatic response +o that sort of ‘H\iha.
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T didnt have +he heart o tell Dad +hat Sweetie
had Just spent the past half hour on my Pillow
|ickih3 his rear end.

Ahyway, T \'\o?ihs T can write o few more
comics +oh.'3\-\+, becavse T'm not gonha be able +o
3e+ ahy work done tomorrow. Tomorrow,s ‘H’\e
Fourth of Ju|7/, and Mom is mo\kihs the whole
family go to the town pool.

T 4ried to get out of it, mos+|7/ becavse T want
to make it +)nr‘ou3\'\ the summer without ‘\o\vihs to
walk past +he shower uys- But T +hink Moms
still )no\m'hs to have one ?erfed' family c}ay this

summer, So ‘H\ere’s ho use -{is}ﬁihg it.
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Mohda?(

M)/ Fourth of July started out Pre++7/ rough. When
T got to the ‘>oo|, T +ried +o get +)nrou3)n +he
locker room as quickly as T could. But +he shower
guys were really c\-\a-Hy, and +¥\e7/ didn*t make i+

easy on me.

HEY, GREG, HOW'S
THE FAMILY?

ﬂ'\eh Mom +old me s\'\e lef+ her 5uh3|dsses out In
+he car, So T had 4o a0 BACK ‘H\rous)n the
shower area o the \)o\rkihg lot. T wore Moms
svhalo\sses on the return +ri\> +o make it clear T
washt interested in conversation, but that didnt

work out so 3004, ei’r)ner.
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HEY, GREG, WHERE'D
YOU GET THOSE
COOL SHADES?

[ pATRONS

Ser‘ious|7/, T wish those 307/5 would J'us+ +ake a
shower at home before ﬂ\e)/ came to the \Dool.
Because once you see somebociy like that, you cah

never look at -H\em ‘H-\e Same way o\saih.

MIND IF I
BORROW
THIS CHAIR
FOR A SEC? / 1IN
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A*F‘\'er T 30‘!’ \)ds+ the locker room, ‘ﬂ\ihss didn4
get a whole lot better. The scene was Just about
\-\ow I remembered i1, exce‘)-l' more crowded. I

guess eVeryohe ‘md +)ne same idea to S\Dehci H\e
Fourth at the \Dool.

The oh|7/ +ime the \700| cleared out was when the
|i1[e3uo\rc1 called a fifteen-minute rest break and all
+)ne kids had to 3e+ out of ‘H\e water.

T +hink the idea behind rest breaks is 4o give
adults a little time to ehJoy +he \)OO‘, but T dont
know how 'H\e/re SU\D\)osed to relax with three
hundred kids warting for the break 4o be over.
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When T was 7/ouh3er T used to J'us+ 9o Swim in
+)ne baby ‘Jool clurihs ‘H\e fifteen-minute rest
{)reak, but +}\a+ was before 1 knew w)narl' went

on in there.

MAMA, T'™M
PEEING!

The oh|7/ area of the pool that wasnt a complete
macpnouse was +)ne clee‘) ehcl, and -H\o\-r’s where +\-\e
divihg boards are. T havent been in the Jee\) end
since 1 was eish-l' years old, when Rodrick +alked
me into Jum‘)ihs off the )(\53\'\ dive.
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Rodrick was alwa)/s +r7/ih3 to get me to jump off
+he )nish dive, but that tall ladder rea||7 scared
me. He told me T needed 4o congquer m7/ fears or
j:cl hever {)ecome a man.

S ~

Then one dq}' Rodrick told me that there was a
clown at the top of +he c}ivihs board who was
\mhclihs out free toys, and that got my attention.

But by the time T realized Rodrick was full of
balohey, it was Yoo late.
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Ahyway, +ocla7/ Mom got eVeryohe +03e+\'\er to go
o +)ne \)ichic area because +¥\e7/ were 3ivih3 out

free watermelon.

But Thve 30+ a fear of watermelon, “oo. Rodrick
iS a|wa7/s +e||ih3 me that if you eat the seeds,

+hen a watermelon will grow in 7/our stomach.
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T dont know if he's +e||ih3 the truth or not, but
school’s oh|7/ a couvle of months awqy, so Lm not
willing to take the risk.

\Aﬂ\eh it started 5e+‘h'h5 Jark, eVeryohe \>u+ ‘Hweir
blankets out on +he lawn to watch the fireworks
c}isvla)/. We sat staring vp at +he sk)/ for a long
+ime, but ho-ﬂxihs was }\o\‘)‘)ehihs.

Then someone came on the loucls‘)eaker and said
that the show was canceled because someone lef+
the fireworks out in the rain last night and they
got soaked. Some little kids started o cry, so
couple of grown-ups tried to create their own

fireworks show.
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Lucki|7/, the fireworks JES\)|¢7/ at the couh+r7/ club
down the road started rig}ﬁ about then. T+ was a
little hard to see over the trees, but at that ‘Doih‘l'
T dont think anyohe rea||7/ cared.
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EUCde¥

This morhing T was sitting at the kitchen table
ﬂi‘)?ihs ‘H‘\Foug"\ +he comics, and T came across
some‘ﬂwiha that almost made me spit ovt my cereal.

T+ was a two-page back-+o-school ad, ria)n-l' where
any kid could see it.

J
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T cant believe its ac+ua||7/ LEGAL 4o run a
back-to-school ad two months before school
starts. Ahyohe w}xo would do ‘l')na‘l' kind of ‘H\ihs
must reo\lly not like kids.
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T'm sure back-to-school ads are gonha start
popping up all over +he place now, and the next
+)nih3 )/ou khow, Mom s gonhha be +e||ih3 me its
time to go clothes shomm'hg. And with Mom,
thats an all-&ay affair.

THESE SADDLE
SHOES ARE
ON SALE!

CHANGI
ROOM

So T asked Mom if Dad could take me clothes
s)no?\)ihs ih$+eo\cl, and s)ne said 7/es. I +¥\ihk
she saw i+ as some kind of father-son boh&ihg

oP‘)or+uhi+7/.

But T +4old Dad he could J'us+ 90 without me and
\)ick out w\wo\+eVer \'\e wanted.
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Well, THAT was a dumb move, because Dad did
all of his s}w\)\)ihs at the \Dharmacy.

ASSORTED
SHIRTS

Before T saw that ad, m7/ c}o?/ was bad ehous\-\
alreacly. T+ rained again +his morhing, So Sweetie
tried to get under the covers with me after Dad
took him out.

T guess T mustve been a little off my game,
because the c}os found a gap between the blanket
and +¥\e bed and mahasecl o 3e+ +)nrou3\\.

Ahcl le+ me ell 7/ou, there’s hoﬂ'\ihs more +erri-(7/ih3

ﬂmh {)eihs +ra?\>ecl under 7/our covers wedr‘ihg hoﬂ'\ihg

but underwear with a wet cloa crawlihg all over you.
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T was stewing about the dos and that back-to-
school ad when my whole Jo\y turned around. Mom
had \Drih‘l'ecl out some \)id'ures from the FourJr)n,
and she left them |7/ih3 on the kitchen table.

Th one of the \Did'ures 7/ou could see a |i1[e3uard n
+he bo\ckgrouhc}. T+ was a little hard +o tell, but
Tm Pre‘r‘ly sure the |i1[e3uard was Heather Hills.
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T+ was so crowded at +he \)OO' 7/es+ercla7/ that T
didn* even notice the |i1[e3uarcls. And if that really
WAS Hea‘ﬂwer Hills, T coant believe T missed her.

Heather Hills is +he sister of Holly Hills, who is one
of the cutest girls in my class. But Heather's in
HIGH school, which is a whole different |ea9ue
than middle school.

HEATHER

HILLS
HOLLY

ﬂ\is Hedﬂ'\er Hi”s ﬂ'\ihs 1S c"\dhaiha m7/ whole
perspective on the town \700‘. Th fact, Tm
s+ar+ih3 to re‘ﬂ'\ihk my w\'\ole SUMMER. ﬂwe 403
has ruined all the fun of beihs at *\ome, and T
realized ‘H\o\‘f if 1 don*t do SOme‘H'\iha quick, I
wont have ahy”r)nihg Sood to say about m7/ Vacation.
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So s+ar“h'h3 fomorrow I,m gohha \'\o\Ve a w)nole new
attitude. And \-\opefully {>7/ the time T get back
to sc)nool, ]:“ )naVe a Hs)n sc)nool Sirlfriehd, too.

Wedhescla)/

Mom was rea“)/ )naﬂ)y T was willing to go o +he
?ool with her and Mahh7/ 'l'odo\7/, and she said she
was ‘)rou& T was 'Fihd”)l putting my fo\mily in
front of video games. T didnt mention Hea-ﬂ\er
Hills +0 Mom, because T dont need her Se‘HihS n
the middle of my love life.




When we 30+ +¥\ere, T wanted to 90 s+ro\i3¥\+ to
the \700| area and see if Heo\‘ﬂwer was on clu‘ry But
then T realized T'd better be Pre‘)o\red in case

S"\e was.

So T made a pit stop in the bathroom and lathered
mysel-( in suntan oil. ﬂ\eh I did a buhc\'\ of \)us‘\-uvs
and SH’-U\)S to reo\||7/ make m7/ muscles pop-

T was ‘)roba{>|7 in there for about fifteen minvtes. T
was c)neckihs myself out in the mirror when T heard

someone in a stall clear \\is -H\roorh

146



Well, that was \>re++7 embarrassihs, because i+
meant whoever was in there could see me ﬂexihs in
front of the mirror the whole time. And if that
person was ahyﬂwihg like ME, he couldn® go o
the bathroom until he had com\)|e+e \Drincy.

T figurec} +he person in the stall couldnt see my
face, so at least he didnt know who T was. T
was just about to slip out of the bathroom when
T heard Mom at the front of +he locker room.

GREG? GREGORY
HEFFLEY? ARE
YOU STILL IN

THERE?

Mom wanted to know what ook me so |oh3 and
why T looked so "sh’hy,“ but T was a|rea&7
|ookih3 past her and scahhing +he |ife3uo\r&

stands to see if Heather Hills was on deck.
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Ahcl sure ehoua)n, she was. T went rig)n‘l' over o
her and \mrked myseh[ underneath her chair.

EVery once in a while T4 say SOme+)nih3 wiHy,
and T +hink T was Je{ihH’el)/ impressing her.

DOES MRS. ARCIAGA

REALLY THINK IT'S A
GOOD IDEA TO WEAR A
BIKINI WHEN SHE'S

EIGHT MONTHS
PREGNANT?

T4 3e+ Heo\‘ﬂxer a hew cup of water whenever i+
looked like s‘-\e heeded o re-ml, and eVer7' +ime some
kid would do someﬂ\iha wrong, T4 S\>eo\k up so
Heather didnt have +o.
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Whenever Heo\ﬂ-\er’s shift ended, T'd follow her +o
her next station. EVery fourth time, T4 end up
in front of w\'\er‘e Mom was Si‘H’ihs. Ahcl let+ me
tell 7/ou = its not edsy to be smooth when 7/our
mother is sitting five feet awa7/.

DO YOU WANT ME TO
GET YOU SOMETHING
FROM THE SNACK BAR,
HONEY BUNCHES?




T Just hoPe Heather knows that T would do
ANYTHING for her. Tf she wants someone o
put suntan lotion on her back or towel her off
after she takes a cli\) in the \>oo|, T'm the man
for the J'ob.

T basicodly ‘wha out with Hed‘ﬂwer‘ ontil it was
time to go. On My way home T was +)nihkih3
that if the rest of my Vacation goes like +oc{a>/,
this WILL be +he best summer ever, Just like
Mom predicted. Tn fact, the only thing that
canh ruin ‘H’\ihgs how is that s+u‘>id mucHy hand.
T'm sure i1l show up at the exact wrohg moment

and S\Doﬂ eVer‘7/+)nih3.

GREG HEFFLEY, DO YOU
TAKE HEATHER HILLS TO
BE YOUR LAWFULLY

WEDDED WIFE?
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Wedhesda?(

TVe been }xahsihs out with Heather every sihsle
547/ for the \)dS‘l’ week.

T realized my friends at school will never believe
it when T +tell +hem about me and Hea‘ﬂ-\er, so T
asked Mom to take a picture of me s+ahdih3 hext
+o the |i1[e3uarc{ chair.

Mom didht have her camera, so she had to use her
cell P)nohe. But she couldnt fisure out how o +ake
a \)ichure wiﬂ\ i and 1 ended up s+ahclih3 +¥\ere
for a long time |ookih3 like a fool.




T fiha“)/ got Mom o press +he rc'3¥\+ button to
take a \Dic+ure, but when she Jid, the camera was
‘)othrec} +he wrohg wa7/ and she took a ‘)ic-h;re of
herself. See, +his is w}\y T a|wa7/s say +hat
+ec¥\ho|037/ is wasted on grown-ups.

T got Mom o point the camera at me, but ri3¥w+ at
that moment her P\\ohe rang and she answered it.

HELLO? BARBARA? IS
THAT REALLY YOU?

Mom +alked for about five minutes, and {>7/ the
time she was done, Heaﬂ-\er was on to her next
shift. But that didn+t stop Mom from taking the
Pid’ure ahywa)/.
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Re|)/ih3 on Mom for m7/ ride 4o the \Doo| 1S starting
to become a ?roblem. Mom doesnt want +o go to
+he ‘>oo| eVer7/ c}o\y, and when she DOES 90, she
ohly s+a)/s a few hours.

T like 4o be at the pool from the time it opens
until the time it closes so T can maximize my
time with Hea-ﬂ\er. T wasnt about 4o ask
Rodrick 4o drive me to the ‘>oo| in his van
because he alwo?/s makes me sit in the back, and

+)nere are no seats.

T realized T need rv?/ OWN +rahs‘>or+a+ioh,
and |uck.‘|7/ T found a solution 7/es+erda7/.
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One of our heishbors left+ a bike out b)/ +he curb,
and T took it before anyone else could.

T rode the bike home and \)drkeci it in the
garage. When Dad saw it, he said it was a "3.'r|
bike” and 1 should 3e+ rid of it.

But T1I +ell you at least two reasons a girl bike is
better than a {307/ bike. Number one, Sirl bikes have
{)ia, cus\wiohy seats, and thats rea||7/ imporfant

when 7/ou’re riclihs n 7/our bo\‘l')nihs surt.

GIRL SEAT
BOY SEAT

== -
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Ahcl humber two, Sirl bikes Rave +hose baskets on
the handlebars, which are soocl for carryihs your

video games and suntan lotion. Plus, my bike came

with a bell, and that REALLY comes in }mh&y.

MOVE ALONG,
PEOPLE!
—

Mohda7[

T guess T shouldVve known that a bike that
was left out with the trash wasn+ gonha las+
Very |oh3.

T was ric{ihs home from +he \Doo| 7/es+erdo\7/, and
the bike started getting all wobbly. Then the
front wheel PO\)\)eJ rESH' off. So +oda7/ T had
+o ask Mom for a ride 4o the \Dool.
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When we got there, Mom said T had +o take
Mahhy with me ‘H‘\r‘oug)n the locker room. She said
he's getting too old o 90 +\-\rou3\'\ +he women's
locker room with her, so T guess -Hwe)/ must have
the same shower situation in there as +)ne7/ do in

the mens locker room.

TOWN
poo-

T+ shouldve taken about five seconds to get
Mahhy from one end of the locker room to the
oﬂwer, but it took about ten minutes instead.

Mahh)/ goes eVeryw)nere with Mom, so he had

hever ac+ua||7/ BEEN in a men’s bathroom before.

He was rea“)/ curious and wanted to check eVeryﬂwihS
out. A+ ohe \Doih‘l' T had to s+0\> him from was)nihg
his hands in the urinal because T guess he +\'\ou3}\+

it was a sihk.
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T didnt want Mo\hhy to have to walk +¥\rou3)n
the shower area and see +he +)nih3$ Tve seen. So
T got a towel ovt of my bas and was gehna put
it over Mahhy’s eyes when we walked past +he
shower 3“)/5’ But in +the 4wo seconds it took me o
get my towel, T"\o\hhy was gohe. And 7/ou1| hever

believe where he went.

T knew T had to rescue Mahhy, so T closed my
eyes as +i3¥\+ as T could and went in to save him.
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T was rea||7/ hervous about +ouc)nih3 one of the
shower suys, and for a second there T ‘l‘}\ous\'\‘l'

T did.

T had 4o open my eyes to find Mahhy, and then T
srabbed him and got out as fast as T could.

When we got to the other side, Mahhy seemed
fine, but T dont think Tl ever +o+a||7/ recover

from ‘H\o\‘i‘ ex‘)en’ehce.

MEN
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T kind of s+a33erecl over o m7/ S\)o+ underneath
Heather's |i1[e3uard chair. Then T started +akih3
c}ee‘) breaths to calm myself down.

Five minutes later some kid who mustve eaten oo
much ice cream threw up behind Heo\ﬂ'\er’s chair.
Heather looked behind her, and then she looked
down like she was waiting for me 1o do Someﬂ\ihs.
e guess the noble ‘H\ihs +o do was o clean up +he
mess for Heather, but this was really {)eyohcl the
call of clu+7

Ahywo\y, T Ve been cloihg a lot of 'H\ihkiha |a+e|7, and
T Ve realized that T need to let this summer romance
cool off a little.
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P|us, Hecﬁ}\er’s Soihs off +o co||e3e nex+t year, and

+hose |oh3-dis+ahce reld‘l'iohs\'\i\)s never rea||7/ seem
to work out.

AUGUST
iuesdq;l
We ran into the Jeffersons a+ the SU\Dermarke-l'
+o&o\7/. Me and Row|e7 havent S\Dokeh +o each

other in over a mohﬂ-\, so it was kind of awkward.
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Mrs. Jefferson said +)ne7/ were {)uyiha groceries
for their +ri\> to the beach next week. ﬂm‘f kind
of irritated me because thats where MY 1[o\mi|7/
was SU\)\)osec} to go this summer. But then Mrs.
Jefferson said SOme‘l'}\ihs +hat rea||7 threw me

for a |oo‘>.

HOW WOULD
GREGORY LIKE

TO JOIN us?

Mr. Jefferson didnt look too thrilled with that
idea, but before he could s?eak up Mom chimed in.

WHY, GREGORY WOULD
LOVE TO!

§~




Some‘l'}\ihs about the whole incident seemed a litte
fishy to me. Tm kind of wondering if it was
setup, with Mom and Mrs. Jefferson conspiring to
get me and Rowley back +03e+¥\er.

Believe me, Rowley’s the LAST person T wont
to sPehJ a week with. But then T realized if T
went to the beach with the Jeffersons, T4 get
to ride the Cranium Shaker. So maybe My summer
wont be such a bust after all.

I"\ohda%

I knew I made a mistake comiha on +¥\is beac\'\

+ri\> w)neh I Saw w)nere we were s+a76h3.

;




My fo\m.'ly alwqys rents a condo in the \wis}\-rises
rish‘l' hear the boardwalk, but the ?lace where the
Jeffersons are staying is a log cabin about five
miles from the beach. We went inside the cabin,
and there was no TV or COMPU+€F or ANYTHING

wi-H-\ a screen oh it.
\%

s

T asked what we were svpposed to do for

entertainment, and Mrs. Jefferson said —

YOU COULD
READ A BOOK!

TN
g .
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T ‘Hwous\'\‘\' that was a sooc} onhe, and T was
about to +tell Rowley )nis mom was Pre‘H'y fuhhy/.
But she came back a second later with a bunch of

readiha material.

So 'l‘)na‘l‘ J'us+ CONFIRMED Mom was in on ‘H\ES
\)lah from the {)egihhihs.

All three Jeffersons read their books ris\\-l' up
uhtil it was +ime to eat. Dinner was OK, but
dessert was awful. Mrs. Jefferson is one of

+hose moms who sheaks heal-ﬂxyf food into your

snacks, and her brownies were full of S‘)ihdc"\.

T dont +hink its o 300& idea to srihd up Ve3e+db|es
and \:u-l- them in kids’ clesser-l's, because then -H\e)/
dont know what the real -H\ihs is SU\)\)osed Yo

+aste like.
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The first time Rowley had a resular brownie was
at my Nouse, and believe me, it wasnt \Dre‘Hy.

s

After dinner Mrs. Jefferson called us all into the
|ivih3 room o \7|d7/ games. T was )no‘)ihs we were
gonhha \"“‘7 someﬂ\ihg hormal like cards, but the
Jeffersons have +heir own idea of fun.

The Jeffersons \)layecl a game called “T Love You

Beco\use," and when it was m7/ turn, T \)asse&.

I LOVE YOU BECAUSE
YOU'RE SILLY AND
YOU MAKE ME LAUGH!




Then we \)|a7/ecl charades, and when it was Rowley’s

AN AWESOME,
FRIENDLY KID?

\

furn, )ne was a 403.

A+ about 9:00 Mr. Jefferson told us i+ was time
for bed. That's when T found out the s|ee‘>ih3

situation at the Jeffersons cabin was worse than

ﬂ\e entertainment situation.

||
FIINN
Gl .U .
&
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There was oh|7/ one bed, so T +old Rowley we could
make o deal: We'd ﬂi\) a con, and one 3u7/ would 3e+
the bed and the other would slee\) on the floor.

Bu+t Rowley took a look at the crus+7/ s)nas carpet
and decided he didnt want to risk i+. T decided T
wash 1 wi||ih3 to slee? on the floor, either. So T
got into bed with Rowley and Just s+a7/ec} as far

away from him as \aossible.

ZZLZZZZz

L Y \

Rowley started ShorihS ris\ﬁ o\wo?/, but T was
\-\o\vihs trouble -fo\llihg aslee\) with half my bocly
hahsihg off the bed. T was fiha"y starting to
drift off when Row|e7 let out a scream like he was
beihs attacked.
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For a second there T ‘l’}\oua\'ﬁ the mucHy hand
had fihqlly caug\ﬁ' up with us.

Rowleyjs ?areh‘fs came ruhhihs in to see w\-\a-l'

\\a‘)\)ehec{.

Rowley said he had a hia)(\‘fmqre that there was a
c)nickeh Hdihﬁ uhclerhea+)r\ Hm.
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So Row|e7/,s parents spent the next +weh+7/ minutes
+r‘7/ih3 o calm )nim down and ‘|‘e||ih3 )nim it was J'US‘l'

a bad dream and there rea||7/ was ho chicken.

(SNIFF)
— REALLY?

\\\obocly bothered 4o check on how T was c}oihg
after 1[o\||ih3 off the bed onto my face.

Row|e7 spent the rest of the hia}ﬁ' sleeping in his
Pareh-r) room, which was fine with me. Because
without Rowley and his chicken dreams to kee‘) me
awake, T was able to get a soo& h.'s‘ﬁ’s slee\a.

Wedhesda%

'\:Ve been stuck inside ‘l')m's cabin for +¥\ree c}o\ys
how, and L m reo\lly starting o lose my mind.
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TVve been +r7/ih3 to get Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson
to take us to the boardwalk, but ‘H\e)/ say its too
“hoisy" ‘H\ere.

Tve never gone +his long without TV or computers
or Video games, and T'm starting o feel kind of
deS\)ercﬁe. When Mr. Jefferson works late at hig)n‘l'
on his |d\>‘|’0\), T sneak downstairs and watch him
Just to get a slim‘Dse of the outside world.

Tve tried +o get Mr. Jefferson 4o let me use
his |a‘>+o? a cou‘>|e of times, but he say’s its his
“work comPU‘l'er‘" and he doesnt want me 4o mess
qh7/+)nih3 up. Last hig)fﬁ T was at my breo\kihg
Poih’r, so T did some‘ﬂwiha a little risky.
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When Mr. Jefferson got up to use the bathroom,
T Jum\)ed at m7/ chance.

T rattled off an e-mail Yo Mom as quick as T
could, then ran vpstairs and got into bed.

TO: Heffley, Susan
SUBJECT: SOS

HELP HELP GET ME OUT OF HERE THESE
PEOPLE ARE DRIVING ME CRAZY

When T came downstairs for breakfast this morhihs 5
Mr. Jefferson didn+ look too \'\o\‘)‘)y ‘o see me.

[ES
\ "‘|i||




I+ furns out ‘H\d‘l’ I sent ‘\'}\cﬂ' e-mail from Mr.

Jefferson’s work account, and Mom answered back.

TO: Jefferson, Robert
SUBJECT: RE: SOS

Family vacations can be a challenge!
Is Gregory not behaving himself?

- Susan

T ‘H\ous}ﬁ' Mr. Jefferson was gonha red||7/ let me
have i+, but he didnt sy ah7/+)nih3 at all. Then
Mrs. Jefferson said maybe we could go to +he
boardwalk later on this afternoon and sPehd an
hour or 4wo there.

Well, that's all T was ever askihs for. A few
hours is all T really heed.
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T T con Jus+ ride the Cranium Shaker once, T Il
feel like this trip washt a total waste of time.

riga

T'm back home from the beach two c}ays ear‘|7, and
f 7/ou wanha khow +)ne reason why, it kihd of a
|oh3 s+or7/.

The Jeffersons took me and Row|e7/ to the
boardwalk 7/es+ercla>/ afternoon. T wanted +o g0
on the Cranium Shaker riSH' away, but the line
was ‘oo |oh9, so we decided to 3e+ some food and

come back later.

We 30+ some ice cream, but Mrs. Jefferson oh|7/

ordered one cone for +\\e four of us to s}mre.
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Mom gave me +)nir+7/ dollars to S\Dehé at the
beach, and T blew +weh+7 of it on this one

carnival game.
T was +r7/ih3 to win a giant stuffed ca+er\>il|ar,

but T +think +)ne7/ have those games risaed so

7/ou cant svcceecl .

DOINK

'3RINGS
FOR A
_DOLLAR

Rowley watched me blow my +weh+7/ dollars, and
then he asked his dad +o buy him the EXACT
same giant ca+er\>i||ar at a s\'\oV next door. And
+he ‘H‘\ihs +hat really stinks is that it ohly cost
him ten bucks.
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1 ‘H\ihk Mr. Jefferson is mo\kihg a {753 mistake
with a move like +hat. Now Rowley feels like o

wihher even ‘H'\ous}\ \'\e isnt.

Tve had pry owh experience with that sort of
'l')nihs. Last yeo\r when T was on +he swim team,
+\-\e7/ had this S‘Decia| swim meet T got invited to
oh a Suh&o\y.

;@mnous SW n:ﬁ'(




When T showed up, T realized none of the
GOOD swimmers were there. T+ was oh|7/ the

kids who \md hever won a ribbon before.

At first T was \)re++7/ }\a\)\oy, becavse T 'H\ous\ﬁ'
:[ mish‘f ac+uo\||7/ WIN some’r)niha for once.

T still didn* do well, ‘Hwous}\. T"\)/ event was the
100-meter -Frees+7/|e , and T 9ot so ‘Joo‘)ecl that
T had 0 WALK the last lap.

But the Judses didnt cliSquo\li-f}/ me. Ahc} at the
end of ‘Hwe hig\'rl', I 30+ a firs+-\>|ace ribboh,
w}m’c\\ m7/ Pareh-ts hahde& ‘o me.
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Th fact, EVERYONE walked away with {irs+-'\>|nce

ribbohs, even Tomm7 Lam, w}\o so-l' turned around in

+)ne backstroke and swam -H-\e wrohg wo?/.

When T 30+ )nome, T was confused. But then
Rodrick saw me with my -firs+-‘>|ace C}mm?iohs

ribboh, and he gave me +he scoop.

Rodrick +old me the C\mmpiohs meet S Jus+ a
scam put on by parents o make their kids feel

like winners.
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T guess parents +hink ‘l'}\e)/’re cloihS their kids a
favor {)7/ soihs ‘H\rous\'\ with all +\'\o\+, but if 7/ou
ask me, T +hink it J'US‘I' causes more \)roblems down
the road.

T remember when T used to be on the tee-ball
team and everyone would cheer even when T struck
out. Then +he next year, in_juhior baseball, all my
+eammates and the other parents would boo me off
the field if T dro‘)‘)ed a pop 1[|7/ or some‘ﬂ\ihs.

Al Thm sayiha is, if Row|e7/’s parents wanha make
him feel Soocl about himself, ﬂ\e)/ cant do it now
when he’s a kid and then walk away. ﬂ\e/Ve gotta
stick with him all the way -H-\roug)n.

co% 308
ROWLEY!
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After +he co\+er\>i||o\r ‘l')nihg we just walked up and
down the boardwalk, waiting for the line for the
Cranium S\\o\ker to 90 down. ﬂweh I Saw some-l')nihg
that got my attention.

T+ was that sirl from Rodrick’s keyc}\o\ih Pic-l’ure.

But here's the +)nih3~' She wasnt a real person.
She was a CARDBOARD CUTOUT.

T felt like an idiot for ever +)nihkih3 that she was
a real Sirl. Then T realized T could ’Duy my OWN
keyc)naih picture and impress all +he auys at school.
T mish‘l’ even be able 4o make some mohey {)}/
c\warsihg them to look at it.
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T \)du'cl m7/ five bucks and \)osecl for m7/ \))r\o+o.
Uh{or'l'uha-i‘el)/, the Jeffersons got into +he picture
WITH me, so now my souvenir keyc\-\aih is ‘)re++7

much wor‘l'Hess.

T was red||7/ mdc{, bt T forsoi' all about i+ when
T saw that +he line for the Cranium Shaker was
down 4o a few people. T ran over o the ride and
used my last five dollars +o pay for a ticket.

T ‘H\ous}ﬁ Row|e)/ was ria\ﬁ' behind me, but ke
was ho\hsihg back about ten feet. T guess he was

too scared to 9o on.
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T was s+ar+ih5 to have second ﬂwou\g\'\‘l’s myself,
but i+ was too late. After the ride operator
S‘h'a\)\)ed me in, he locked the cage and T knew

-I'here was ho +urhih3 back.

Well, T wish T had spent more time wa+c)nih3 what
the Cranium Shaker ac+uo\||7/ DID 4o a person,
becavse T never wouldve So-H'eh on if T had.
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T+ ﬂi\)s you U\)side down about a million times and

then throws 7/ou +oward the Sr‘ouhd so 7/our face is
about six ihches from ‘H\e \)o\Vemeh-l'. ﬂ\eh it sends

7/ou spihhing backward up +o the sky again.

And the whole time the cage you’re in is creakihs,
and all the bolts look like -H-\e)/,re about to come
loose. T tried o se‘l' someohe o S‘l'O\D +he r‘ide,
but ho’ooc}y could hear me over +he ‘)ouhc}ihs )nequ

metal music.

[CRANIUM SHAKER|
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T+ was the most nauseous Tve ever felt in my |ife.
Ahd when T Sd7/ -l')na‘l', T mean even more than
after T had 4o get Mahhy out of the shower area
at the town pool. T£ this is what i+ takes to be a
"man,” T am clefihi+e|7 hot reacly 7/e+.

When the ride -fihally ended, T could barely walk.
So T sat down on a bench and waited for the
boardwalk to s+o‘> sPihhihs.

T s+a7/ed there a |oh3 time and focused on +r7/ih3
hot to throw up, while Row|e7/ rode some rides
+)na+ were more )nis S\Deed.

>ER BOATS|
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After Rowley was done with his kiddie rides, his
dad bous\ﬁ him a bo\’\’)’ balloon and a shirt from

+)ne souvenir s)nop.

A half hour later T was -fiha“)/ ready +o +r7/
S‘hxhciihg up and Wo\|kih3 around again. But when
T got on my feet, Mr. Jefferson said it was
time to go.

T asked him if we could Just ‘>|o\>/ a few games in
+¥\e arcacle, and )ne said OK even ‘H\oug)n }\e didn+
seem }m\:W/ about it.

T had s'\)eh‘l' all the mohe7/ Mom gave me, so T +old
Mr. Jefferson +weh+7/ dollars would ?robo\bly do it.

But all he was wilh’hs to offer me was a dollar.
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T +think the arcade was too loud for Mr. and Mrs.
Je”ersoh, so +¥\e7/ didnt want o 90 inside. ﬂwey
told us o g0 n b)/ ourselves and meet them outside

n_ten minutes.

I went ‘o -Hwe back of -H\e o\rcacle, w}xere +)ne7'
have this game called Thunder Volt+. T spent about
1[1'1[+7 dollars on that game last year, and T got
+he )(\63\\ score. I wanted Rowley Yo see my hame
at the top of the list, becavse T wanted to show
him what it was like o win SOmeﬂ\ihs without i+
beihs handed o you.




Well, my hame was still at the top of the list, but
+he person who got the NEXT \wiS)neS‘I' score
mustve been Jealous +¥\e>/ couldnt beat me.

" HIGH SCORES )
1.GREG HEFFLEY................ 25328
215 AN IDIOT ... 25318
3. JARHEAD 71.................... 24268
4. RECKLESS ..o vvvveirne. 2e1e8
S. CRAVENT...ooooooooooreroee. 21580
6. POKECHIMPSS................ 21250
7. WILD DOG.....o................... 21208
8. ZIPPY oo 20308
9. SHARLCARL.............. 20188

@. LEIGHANDREW ‘...............1aa5y

T uhplussecl the machine o +r7/ and wi\‘)e out the
Hs)n scores, but +¥\e7/ were burned into the screen

Permaheh-H)/.

T was gohna Jus’r sPehd our mohe7' on some other
game, but then T remembered a trick Rodrick
told me about, and T realized we could make the

clo"o\r last a lot |oh3er‘.
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Me and Row|e7/ walked outside and went underneath
the boardwalk. Then T sli\D\)eJ the dollar bill up
between the ?lahks of wood and waited for our
first victim.

EVeh+ua||7/, a teenager S\)o-H'ecl the dollar s+ickih3
out of the boardwalk.

SCORE!

When he went to Sro\{) i1, T ?ulled the dollar bill
+¥\rou3\'\ the slat at the last second.
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T have to hand i+ to Ro&rick, because this was
ac+ua||7/ a lot of fun.

i

TE
SHI

S50%
OFF

.—\

’ﬂ'\e +eeha3ers we \quhkecl weren+ too \-\d\)\)y,
+\'\ou3¥\, and +)ne7/ came after us. Me and Rowley
ran as fast as we could, and we didnt stop until

we were PreH)/ sure we s)nook -|‘)nose 3u7/s.

But T STILL didnt feel safe. T asked Row|e7/ to

show me some of the moves he learned in karate so

we could )nahc“e +\'\ose 30715 f +\’\e7/ found us.
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But Row|e7/ said he’s a solc} bel+ in karate and he

wash + soihs to ‘l‘eo\c}\ )nis moVes to a ho belt.”

R A7 Ay

We hid there a while more, but +he teenagers
hever showed Up, and eVeh-I'uo\“)/ we decided the
coast was clear. That's when we realized we were
underneath Kiddie Land, so there was a whole new
batch of victims for our dollar bill 4rick ris\-rl' above
our heads. And we got a MUCH better reaction
out of those kids than we did from +he teenagers.




But one of the kids was real|7 fast, and he
srabbed the dollar before T could pull it
down. So me and Row|e7/ had +o 9o up oh +he
boardwalk o get it back.

ﬂ\is kid wasnt buc}gihs, ‘H\ous\'\. T 4ried to
ex‘>|aih the concept of Fer$oha| \)ro‘)eri}/ to him,
but he STILL wouldnt give us our mohey.

T was getting ?re++7/ frustrated with this kid,
and thats when Rowle/s parents showed Up- T

was ‘>re++7/ Slacl to see them because T -fisured f
ANYONE could talk some sense into this kid, it

was Mr. Jefferson.
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But Mr. Jefferson was mad, and T mean
REALLY mad. He said he and Mrs. Jefferson
had been |ookih3 all over for us for the past
hour and +¥\e7/ were reqcly to call the police o

re\Dor‘+ uS missihs.

T-SHIRTS

Then he told us we had to get in the car. But
on the way to the Po\rkihs lot, we walked past
the arcade. T asked Mr. Jefferson if we could

\>|eo\se have another dollar since we never did get

o S\Deh& that one \-\e gave us.

But T guess that wasnt the right thing to
ask, because he took us back to the car without
sayihg a word.
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When we got back o +the cabin, Mr. Jefferson
said me and Row|e7/ had o 90 S‘l'r‘o\is\'\‘l' to our
room. 1hat really stunk, because it wasnt even
8:00 and it was still |n'3)n+ outside.

But Mr. Jefferson said we had +o go to bed and
that he didnt want 4o hear a peep out of us
until morning. Rowley was +akih3 it really hard.
From the way he was o\c-h'hS, T don*t think he’s
ever been in trouble with his dad before.
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T decided o |i3¥\+eh the mood a little bit. T

walked around on the s}mg carpet and then gave
Rowley a static e|ec+rici+7 shock as a Joke.
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T‘no\‘f seemed o 3e+ Rowley to Shap out of it.

He walked around in a circle for about five minutes
rubbiha his feet on the car?et and then 3o+ me
back while T was brus)nihS my +eeth.

|
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T couldnt let Rowley ohe-up me like that, so
when he got into bed T got his bo‘)‘>7/ balloon,
\)ullecl back the giant rubber band, and let it rip.
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TF T Nad 40 do it again, maybe T wouldnt have
\Dulled back so hard.

It [ll”

\ d
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When Row|e7 saw the red mark on his arm he

screo\mecl, and T knew that was gonna attract

attention. Sure ehousk, his parents were vp in our

room in fiVe secohds.

HE...HE
BURNED ™ME!

T tried 4o ex\alaih that the mark on Row|e7/’s
arm was {rom a rubber bah&, but that didnt
seem 1o matter to the Jeffersons.
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’ﬂ\ey called my parents, and two hours later Dad
was at the cabin +o \)ick me up and take me home.

Mohdd?[

Dad’s rea“)/ mad that he had 4o drive four hours
rouhd-+ri\> To come get me. But Mom wasn+t mad
at all. She said the incident between me and
Rowley was just "\'\orsevla)/” and she was slo\cl

we were "Pa|s" again.

But Dad is still mad, and it's been reall)/ c)nilly
between us ever since we 9ot back. Moms been
+r>/ih3 to get the two of us to do $ome+)nih3 like
go to +he movies +03e+)ner so we can  make
Peace," but T +hink ris}vl' how its best for me
and Dad to just stay out of each other's way.
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T think Dad’s bad mood is here o s+o\7/, ‘Hwoug\'\,
and \)ar‘l' of it has ho‘l')r\ihg to do with me. When
]: o‘)ehed up +oc}o\7/’s paper, )nere)s w\-\o\-l' I Saw in
the Arts section —

' w

Arits

Beloved comic to continue

“Li’l Cutie” to be carried on
by original cartoonists son

In a stunning development, Tyler Post,
the son of *'Li’l Cutie” cartoonist Bob
Post, will take up the pen and carry on
his father’s enduring one-panel comic.

“I didn’t really have a job or any big
plans, so one day I said, ‘How hard can
it be?" ™ said Tyler, who, at 32, is living
with his father. It is widely believed that
the Li’l Cutic character is based

See CUTIE, page A2

Tyler Postwill pen new il Cutie” cormics, e first of Related: Leisure Towers
which will appear in the paper a week from Sunday. residents rejoice, page A3

Last his\‘rl‘ Dad came into m7/ room and talked o
me, which was the first time we S\)oke to each
other in about three cld?/s. He said he wanted o

make sure T was around on Suhc}a)/, and T said

T would be.

Later on I *\eard )nim +d|kih3 ‘o someone on ‘H\e
\)hohe, and \-\e seemed to be ac*h'hs kind of secretive.
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YES...AND TLL LEAVE HIM
WITH ENOUGH FOOD AND
WATER FOR A WEEK.

K,.

After that T asked Dad if he was +akih3 me
ahywhere n \aar+icu|ar on Suhclo\y, and that
seemed to make him rea||7/ uncomfortable. He said
no, but }\e wouldnt look me in ‘Hwe eye.

Now T knew Dad wasnt +e||ih3 the truth, so T
started to get kind of worried. Dad was willing to
S}'\i\) me off 1o a mi|i+dr7/ aco\c{emy before, and T
wouldn+ put ahy‘ﬂ\ihs past him.

T didnt know what o do, so T told Rodrick

what was going on and asked him if he had dh}'
theories about what Dad was up to. He told me
hed think about i+, and a little while later ke
came up to my room and shut the door.
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Rodrick told me he +}\ous)n+ Dad was so mad about
+he Rowley ﬂ\ihs that he was gonna get rid of me.

T wasnt sure if T believed him, becavse Rodrick’s
hot always 100% reliable. But Rodrick told me if
T didn* believe him T should 9o check out Dad’s
da?/ planner and see for myself. So T went into
Dad’s office and oPehec} his calendar +o Suh&ay,

and here’s what T found —
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Tm \)r‘e‘Hy sure Rodrick was \)u“ihs m7/ |e3,
because it looked an awful lot like his )nahclwri'h'hg.
But Dad’s kind of an uhPreclido\{)le 3u7/, so T
guess T Just have 1o wait until Suhda?/ to know

{Or sure.

SLY\&%(

The 3005 news is Dad didnt sell me or give me
away to an orP\\o\hase +ocla7/. T‘ne bad news S,
after what ha\)\)ehed, he \)robab|7/ will.

At about 10:00 +his morhing, Dad said to get in
the car because he wanted to take me into the ci+7/.
When T asked what for, he said i+ was a "svr\>rise."

SHUDDER

AR

On the way into the ci+7 we s+o‘>‘>ed for gos. Dad
had left a map and directions on the dashboard of
the car, so now L knew where we were going: 1200
Bayside Street.
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Well, T was \)re++7/ Jes'\)ercﬁe, so for the first
time ever 1 used m7/ deb/bua.

T finished my call ris\-rl' before Dad came back +o
+he car, and we headed into the ci+7/. T Jus-l'
wish T +4ook a better look at that Mmap, because
when we Pullec} vp to Bo\yside Street, T realized
i+ was the ‘Darkihs lot for the baseball stadium.
Bu+t 57/ +hen i+ was too late.

T+ turns out Mom had boua)n‘l' us tickets o the
baseball game for some sPecial father-son bohc}ihs

and Dad was +r7'ih3 ‘o kee\) it a svrPrise.
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But it took Dad a long time to explain all of
that to the cops. After he cleared +\-\ihss up
with the \)olice, Dad wasnt in the mood for a
baseball game, o he Just +ook me home.

T fel+ kind of bad becauvse the seats Mom got us
were in the third row, and it looked to me like
-H-\e)/ cost a fortune.
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T fiha“y found out what that P}\ohe call was all
about the other do\y. Dad had been on the \))nohe
with Gramma, and ‘H-\e)/ were +a|kih3 about Sweetie,

not me.

Mom and Dad had decided o give the 503 to
Gramma, and Dad clroP\)ecl Sweetie off on
Suhclay hi\g}ﬁ. To be honest with you, T dont

+hink ahyohe’s rea“)/ gonna. miss him around here.

Me and Dad havent talked 4o each other since
then, and Tve been |ookih3 for excuses 4o s-l‘o\7/
out of the house. T found a rea“y 300& ohe
7/es+er<}q7/. There was a commercial on TV for
this store called the Game Hut, which is where
i buy all my video games.
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T‘ne/re )no\vihg a competition where you \)|a7/ at
your local store, and if you win you get to
advance to the national Playoffs. And the winner
of THAT gets a million bucks.

The competition at my local store is on Sa-l'urclo\)/.
T'm sure there are gonhha be a ton of people at
ﬂ\dd’ ‘l’}\ihs, so I)m gohha go super edr|>/ to make
sure T get a Sood ‘)lace in line.

T learned that trick from Rodrick. Whenever he
wants ‘o 3e+ tickets to a concer, he camps out
+he his}vl' before. T fact, that's where he met
his band’s lead singer, Bill.

CAN I BUM
A POTATO

NO °
LOITERING |




Row|e7/ and his dad g0 cam\)iha all +the +ime, so
T knew he had a tent. T called Row|e7 and +old
him about the video game contest and how we

couH win a million {)ucks.

But Row|e7/ was dcting hervous on the ‘D\'\ohe. T
think he was still worried +hat T had electrical
superpowers or SOme+)nih3, and the oh|7/ way to
get him o calm down was +o promise T wouldn*

use ‘H’\em on \'\im.

Even after we were past +hat, Rowley didn4
seem comfortable with the campout idea. He said
his mom and dad banned him from seeing me for
+he rest of the summer.

T \Dre‘Hy much fisured that, but T had a Plo\h
to get around it. T told Rowley that T'd tell
m7/ \Dar‘eh‘l's T was going up +o his house o S\)ehd
+he his}vl', and he could tell his parents he was
going to Collins.
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Rowley STILL didn* seem sure, so T told him
1)4 J(>ri\n3 )nim )nis Ver7 own box of 3umm7/ bears if
he came o\lohs, and that sold him.

Saturd ay

Last night we met at the top of the hill at %:00.
Row\ey brous\'ﬁ' +¥\e cam?ihs ec*ui\)mehi' and ﬂ'\e
slee\)iha ’Dag, and T brous}ﬁ' the ﬂas\\lis\ﬁ and

some c‘wocola’re ener bars.
9

T didnt have the gummy bears right at that
moment, but I ‘DromiSecl Row|e7/ ]:’c} {>U7/ \'\im some
the first chance T 30‘!’.

N

wai

When we got o the Game Hut we were the oh|>/
Peoﬂe there, and T couldnt believe our luck.
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So we \)i'l'c)neci our tent in front of the store

before ahyohe else could take our S\DO‘I'.

(TWISTED |
/ | WIZARD

’ﬂ-\eh we wa+c\-\eci -l')ne door to make sure ho one
-I'ried to cwt in front of us.

) 7 |5

GAMES

T fiaured the best way to save our place in line
was Yo slee\) in shifts. T even offered to take
the first shift and let Row|e7 sleeV, because
thats just the kind of person T am.
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After my shift was over T woke Row|e7/ vp for
his turn, but he fell back aslee\) in about five

seconds. So T shook him awake and told him he
heeded o s+a7/ alert.

Rowley didn* even bother ‘h’)/ih& to defend himself.

I DON'T EVEN

REALLY LIKE
VIDEO GAMES!

T decided i+ was up to ME +o make sure hobocly
got in front of us, so T s+a7/ec} up all h@ﬁ. T
was starting to have trouble kee\)iha my eyes opeh
around 9:00 in the morhing, and T ate both of
+he ehergy bars T Packec} Yo kee\v myseh[ going.

T got chocolate all over my hands, and +hat gave
me anh idea. oPehed the tent ﬂa?, +hen sli‘J\DeJ
my hand inside and made it crawl like a s‘m’cler.
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T -Hwough-f it would be fuhhy to make Rowley
think i+ was the MU‘H/ hand. T didnt hear dh7/
hoises comihg from inside the tent, so T *H'\ousH
Rowley was still sleeping. But before T had a
chance to opeh +he ﬂa\) and c}\eck, m7/ hand 30+

crus)nec} Yo SMH}\ereehs.

= \)ullecl my hand out of the tent, and my +thumb
was already starting to 4urn purple.

T was rea||7 ticked off at Rowley. Not because
he smashed my hand with a mallet, but because
he +)nou3¥\+ that it could stop +he muclciy hand.
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Ahy {fool knows 7/ou haVe to eH')ner use fire or acid
to stop a mu&dy hand. All a mallet’s gonna do is
make it ‘”\9'7'

T was about 4o give Row|e7/ o piece of my mind,
but ris}‘rl' then the 3“)/ from the Game Hut came
and O\Dehec} the front door. T 4ried 4o ighore
the ‘H‘\r‘o{)bihs pain ih roy thumb and focus on the

reason we came }\ere.

The Game Hu+ 3u7/ wanted to know w’ny we
had a 4ent in front of the store, so T +old
him we were there to compete in +he video
game contest. But he didnt even know what
T was +a|kih3 about.
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So T had 4o show him the \)os+er from the window
to 3e+ him up to S\Deec{.

The clerk said the store wasnt really set vp for
a Video game tournament but since there were
oh|7/ two of us, maybe we could Just \>|a7/ each
other in the back room.

T was a little irritated at first, but then T realized
all T needed o do +o win this tournament was +o
beat Rowley. So the clerk set us up o \>|a7/ a

death match in Twisted Wizard. T almost felt

sorry for Rowley, becavse Tm ‘Jre++7 much an
expert at +hat game. But when we started +o

?lay, T realized my thumb was so messed up T
couldnt press the buttons on the controller.
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All T could do was run around in circles while

Rowley shot me over and over.

Rowley ended up beeﬁihs me 15-0. The clerk
+old Row|e7/ he won the compertition and had a
choice: He could either fill out +he \Dd\?erwork to
g0 to the national tournament, or he could 3e+ a

giant box of chocolate-covered raisins.

Tl bet you can guess which one Rowley Picked.
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Suhdo‘?[

You know, T should have Just stuck with my
origihal \7|dh and s+a7e& inside this summer,

because all my trouble started the minvte T

S+e'\>\>ecl out of the house.

T havent seen Row|e7/ since he stole that video
game com\De‘l'H'ioh from me ) and Dad hasnt S\Dokeh

to me since I almost got him arrested.

But T +think ‘H‘\ihss started to turn around for
me and Dad +oda>/. You remember that article
about how “Li’l Cutie” was beihs ‘Ddssec{ on from
the father to his son?

Well, the son's first comic came out in the paper
+o&a7, and it looks like +he new “Li’l Cutie” is

gonha be even worse than the orisihal.
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Daddy, can you make my
hiccups hic-DOWN?

]: s}xowecl Daci, and \-\e agreed wi-ﬂw me.

Thats when T realized +)nih35 are gonhhd be OK
between the two of us. Me and Dad mis)n'f hot
agree onh eVeryﬂxihs, but at least we agree on
+he important stuff.
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I guess some Peoﬂe would Sd7/ ‘H’\d‘l’ }\d‘h'hg a comic
IS a Pre++7 ﬂimsy foundation for a reld‘l'iohs)ni\D,

but the truth is me and Dad hate LOTS of the
same ﬂ'\ihas.

Me and Dad mia)n‘f hot have one of those close
father-son re|a+iohs)ni\>s, but that's fine with
me. 1 Ve learned that there is such a 'H\ihs as

TOO close.
SO, DID YOU HAVE
A GOOD SUMMER?

T realized vacation was Pre++7/ much over when
Mom finished up with her P\wo-l'o album +ocla7. T
ﬂi\)\;ec} -erous)n i1, and to be \-\ohes’r wi+}\ 7/00, ]:
dont think i+ was a Very accurate record of our
summer. But T guess the person who takes the
pictures is +he one who gets to tell +he $+or7/.
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It's summer vacation—
the weather’s great, and
all the kids are having
fun outside. So where's
Greg Heffley? Inside his
house, playing video
games with the shades
drawn.

— Greg, a self-confessed

ok “indoor person,” is living

out his ultimate summer fantasy: no responsibilities and no rules.

But Greg's mom has a different vision for an ideal summer...one
packed with outdoor activities and “family togetherness.”

Whose vision will win out? Or will a new addition to the Heffley
family change everything?
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