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Utilitarianism in Modern and Contemporary Philosophical
Thought: Exposition and Criticism
By: Dr. Ahmed Al- Badawy Salem Mohammed Salem
Lecturer in Creed and Philosophy
Faculty of Usoul Al-deen in Zagazig

Abstract

Utilitarianism in modern philosophical thought has intended to revive
the concept of pleasure as followed by the Greek, Cyrenaic and Epicurean
philosophers so that it becomes a kind of modification to the modern
concept of pleasure. The Modern utilitarian doctrine has included various
forms in its modern delineation. It has been attired in the selfish individual
cloak as seen with Thomas Hobbes. Then it moves from individuality to
public utilitarianism as seen with Jeremy Bentham who adds the
quantitative mechanics or what is identified as pleasure mechanics. Then,
James Mill followed Bentham and added a kind of psychological
interpretation recognized as association of meaning or association of
pleasure. After that, utilitarianism appeared in an improved model as seen
with John Stuart Mill who added qualitative mechanics. Next, utilitarianism
got attired in a practical cloak as seen with two pragmatic philosophers;
William James and John Dewy. Thus, it has become possible, in
accordance with the logic of those utilitarian philosophers, to find a solution
to one problem through a group of partially or wholly credible doctrines at
the same time whenever the hypothesis lead to achieve utilitarianism
without recognizing the pleasures of truth or falsity. Thus, utilitarianism has

become a philosophical approach according to the latter philosophers.

Key words: utilitarianism, the concept of selfish — pleasure, Cyrenaic,

Thomas Hobbes, Jeremy Bentham, John Dewey.
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