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[The Duality of Polysemy and Semantic Convergence of the Prepositions, between Prosecution
and Inclusion and Prepositions’s Metaphor, Comparative Semantic Study]

Abstract

This research treats many semantics issues raised by prepositions in languages. It is about the
multiplicity of contexts in which prepositions appear. And their participation together to achieve the
same meanings. The ancient Arab Grammarians and Rhetoricians explained the phenomenon of
polysemy and semantic convergence of the prepositions, in three different interpretations, which are:
prosecution and inclusion and prepositions’s metaphor. We will work on individualizing these three
perceptions, explaining that this problem is not limited to the use of prepositions in Arabic language
only, but it exceeds it to many other languages, such as french, and english. By studying the contexts
in which prepositions appear, for example, in French and English, we find the multiplicity of uses of
the same letter. For example, in French, the letter "a" may indicate the meaning of “the place",
"accompanying”, "property" or other meanings. In English, the letter "by" may indicate the meaning of
"space”, "time", or "the manner"”. The same applies to all letters in the languages mentioned. In both
languages, we find a semantic convergence, which means that many different prepositions achieve the
same meanings. This is such as "Par", "Pour" and "de" which report the same significance: "property"
or “reasoning” in French. And "of", "for" and "with" which report the same significance: "causation"
in English.

Keywords: Prepositions, Polysemy, Semantic Convergence, Prosecution, Inclusion, Metaphor
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