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Abstract
The irrational use of injectable antibiotics is a major problem worldwide.
The oral route is the safest and most appropriate way to administer antibiotics.

Oral antibiotics are also cost-effective, and some of them achieve the desired therapeutic
concentrations in blood compared to their intravenous counterparts, making the oral route of treatment
with antibiotics in this case an ideal option.

If the orally administered drug achieves the same amount that an intravenous counterpart does, the
therapeutic difference between the oral and intravenous drugs will be negligible.

Intravenous antibiotics are the first line treatment for patients with severe, life-threatening infections.
However, intravenous antibiotics are over-used in hospitals, while many types of infections can be
controlled (solely or partially) with oral antibiotics.

The switch from intravenous to oral therapy is not appropriate for a patient who is critically ill or is
unable to absorb oral medications. However, some clinically eligible patients will be suitable
candidates for to the switch from intravenous to oral therapy with antibiotics.

The advent of newer, more effective, or broader spectrum oral antibiotics that achieve a higher and
more consistent concentration in serum and tissues has paved the way for the popularity of intravenous
to oral switch of drugs.

This article will discuss the advantages of oral antibiotic therapy over intravenous antibiotic therapy,
and the factors that need to be considered before switching from intravenous to oral therapy.
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