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Lessons 11-12 Arabic homes: the Majlis
® Do you have a Majlis in your home?
® How is it decorated?

® Do you think that the use of a Majlis has changed over the years?

Reading

1 Read a short introduction to the Majlis. Do you agree with the description?
What other information would you add?

The Majlis is the traditional centre of life in GCC countries. The literal translation of the
word is‘a place for sitting’. In the Majlis, the head of the family hosts guests and family
members to converse on religious topics and day-to-day life, and to share memories.

2 Read a short explanation of trends in Maijlis design. What do you understand
the job of an interior designer to be?

The Majlis was and always will be the most important space in the Arabic home.

Fresh styles, perspectives and interpretations are being introduced by creative interior
designers, while respecting the basic layout of the traditional Majlis. Themes vary and
include Islamic, modern, classic, business and luxury. Clients express their tastes by carefully
choosing designs, décor and lighting that will be admired by visiting guests and family.

Speaking

3 Look at the images above and in your groups compare their design.
1 What different styles can you see?

2 Are the designs similar?

3 What countries do you think these are in? Why?
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Read about the different types of Majlis and their functions. Where did the
idea of the Maijlis originate from?

The Majlis is a central part of Middle Eastern life. The concept of the
Majlis dates back to the days of Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) and
beyond. It is an ancient tradition which key functions are to develop
a sense of community, and to create a place that is welcoming and
hospitable to visitors.

In the GCC countries, this ancient tradition holds great
significance and it is generally focused on family and friendly
gatherings. It is also of great importance to business, especially
family businesses who use them to connect and interact with their
community and customers.

Kuwait has its own form of Majlis — the Diwaniya. Similar to the Majlis, it is an area where
guests, neighbours and friends are received in order to discuss current events, exchange
views and share good-natured banter. The Diwaniya is a key part of Kuwaiti life and
tradition. It has played a crucial role in the development of the country, as it was in many
Diwanyias that major issues were discussed and agreed. The modern Diwaniya has a relaxed
atmosphere and is often equipped with televisions, computers and the Internet.

The Majlis is also a form of informal education. It welcomes all age groups, and it is
through observing elders in the Majlis that young people learn the manners and ethics
of their community. They can also observe key leaderships skills in action, such as dialogue,
listening skills and respect for the opinion of others.

Now answer the following questions about the texts.

List three functions of the Majlis.

What subjects do people generally discuss in the Majlis?
How do young people learn in the Majlis?

What is the difference between the Majlis and the Diwaniya?
Why is the Majlis considered the most important place in the house?
What different types of styles could you use to decorate a Majlis?
How is the Majlis used for business?

Look at the word cloud and in groups discuss

the following questions: IS x ;!é’f.@ﬁ\\é{i‘ﬁ:', ¢ {?g G)
What vocabulary from this unit can you see? 9 O 3 fam‘ ' y =7, <0
. o Q5 comtoref; LS Q@
What subject do you think it relates to? ﬁCb Sl "\“Q)"‘\" {q
What is the best way to learn new vocabulary? o rm,’if?!’ ,tablea Cesw,e?\”’a S J &
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Lessons 13—14 The mosque Did you know?
® What does the mosque you attend look like? The Sheikh Zayed Grand

® What size is it? What kind of minaret does it have? What colour is it? Mosqueidomeiisimadeiof
white marble.

Sultan Qaboos Grand
Mosque is a prime example
of contemporary Islamic
architecture and was
inaugurated in May 2001 by
the Sultan of Oman.

Reading

1 In pairs, look at the images of the two famous Arabic mosques
in Oman and Abu Dhabi. Match the descriptions to the
pictures of the mosques.

There are four narrow, pencil-shaped minarets.

This mosque is made of white and brown sandstone.

This mosque is made of white marble.

There is one major prominent, tall minaret and two smaller minarets.
There are three balconies on each minaret.

This mosque has a central balloon-shaped, golden dome.

This mosque has bright, yellow display lights. -
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This mosque has many white, spherical
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Abu Dhabi ;

domes.
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Language Focus Language Focus
2 Think about the following questions. 4 One of the key features of a mosque is
1 What do you notice about the descriptions in the minaret. Look at the photograph.
the activity? How would you describe the minaret?
2 Are they long or short? ® Work with your partner and think of different
3 Why do we use longer phrases? words you could put in the gaps to complete
4 In what sort of texts would you expect to find the phrase below — with minaret/s as the
such descriptions? head noun.
The
Use of English minaret.

A noun phrase is a group of words with a
noun or pronoun as its head noun. The
head noun is what the noun phrase will
be describing. The words around the head
noun describe it.

Noun phrases are commonly found in
written, descriptive texts:

The minaret = The tall, narrow minaret.

Minaret in this example is the head noun
and the other words complete the phrase.

Noun phrases can be long (complex) or
short. You can add more descriptive words
to give more detail. The words describing
the head noun usually come before it:

the doors ...

the solid doors ...

the large, solid doors ...

the beautiful, large, solid doors ...

the new, beautiful, large, solid arched doors ...

Speaking @

3 Sit opposite a partner and describe

the picture of the mosque your teacher
gave you. The listener should follow the
description and draw a picture of the
mosque. When you have finished, see if
your partner’s drawing is accurate. Then
change places. Who has the most accurate
drawings?
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