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Preface

Impact assessment (IA), as a field of theory and practice, has
changed substantially since 2003 when the first edition of
this book was published. Numerous changes have been made
to regulatory requirements and guidelines, both within and
across jurisdictions. The conceptual foundation of IA, as
represented by IA literature and by conference and sympo-
sium proceedings, has greatly evolved, especially in terms of
good practice guidance and insights. IA also has undergone
something of a reorientation during this period, with a
greater emphasis, for example, on strategic environmental
assessment, sustainability assessment, human health impact
assessment, and impact assessment from an inter-
jurisdictional, international and global perspective. This
reorientation has resulted in a title change (impact assess-
ment rather than environmental impact assessment) for this
book and the integration of the perspectives and practices of
various IA types (sustainability assessment, strategic envi-
ronmental assessment, project-level environmental impact
assessment, ecological impact assessment, social impact
assessment, health impact assessment) into each chapter.

Many issues and challenges have arisen during this
period—issues and challenges that have been addressed,
to varying degrees and often from conflicting perspectives.
Notwithstanding these advances, IA remains a field whose
relevance and legitimacy continues to be challenged from a
variety of quarters. Within this context, the recurrent prob-
lems identified in the first edition of the book are still present
and the solutions offered still remain largely valid. The
challenge for this new edition then has been to retain and
update those still relevant elements of the original book
while, at the same time, reflecting the new reality of IA as it
has become and is becoming. Changes to pertinent IA
requirements and guidelines have been incorporated into
the regulatory level analysis. Insights from relevant 1A
literature have been integrated into the applied level analy-
sis. A new set of practice-based stories, with a greater
orientation toward strategic level decision making (i.e.,
policies, plans, and programs), has been included. A series
of contemporary challenges are addressed. They include
good practice SEA (Chapter 2), good practices for influenc-
ing decision making (Chapter 3), follow-up good practices
(Chapter 4), siting “locally unwanted land uses” (Chapter 5),
horizontal integration (Chapter 6), cumulative effects assess-
ment good practices (Chapter 7), multijurisdictional TA
(Chapter 8), capacity building good practices (Chapter 9),
significance determination good practices (Chapter 10),
climate change IA good practices (Chapter 11), and IA
context adjustments good practices (Chapter 12).

The continuing challenge of the influence of IA on decision
making has been addressed in a separate chapter. The remain-
ing part of the book is divided into the same chapters as the
first edition. However, significant changes have been made to
each chapter. Substantially more good practice guidance has
been added. A range of major, often problematic, issues and
contemporary challenges are explored. A host of additional
concepts and frameworks are presented. Collectively, it is
hoped that these refinements, additions, and modifications,
together with the retained portions of the book, will represent
a worthwhile contribution to the resources available to IA
practitioners and to other IA process stakeholders.

The analyses and solutions offered in this book are far from
definitive. Hopefully, they are practical. I believe that suffi-
cient knowledge and experience now exist regarding the
recurrent problems and contemporary challenges that major
pitfalls can be identified and possible improvements sug-
gested. I am not sufficiently naive to suggest that we are on
the brink of delineating that elusive core body of common
knowledge that is supposed to characterize “mature” fields. I
have serious doubts as to whether such a quest is even
desirable. I also appreciate that there are immense impedi-
ments to significant improvements to IA practice, many of
which lie beyond the control or influence of IA practitioners.
ButIstill believe that sufficient operating room remains within
which IA practice enhancements are possible. I also maintain
that the IA process is at the core of many such improvements.
Hopefully, this book will contribute to such efforts.

I wish to thank the following people for contributing their
thoughtful and insightful stories for inclusion in this book:
Charles Alton, Jos Arts, Alan Bond, Larry Canter, Peter
Croal, Michael Doelle, Peter Duck, Richard Fuggle, Robert
Gibson, Davide Geneletti, Thomas Fischer, John Glasson,
Jill Gunn, Peter Homenuck, Tony Jackson, Arend Kolhoff,
Angus Morrison-Saunders, Bruce Mitchell, Bruce Muir,
Peter Mulvihill, Hens Runhaar, Luis Sanchez, Luke Sand-
ham, Laura Sims, Marielle Rowan, Jaap Rozema, Gary
Schneider, John Sinclair, Harry Spaling, Gernot Stoegleh-
ner, Tom Swor, and Zhenghong Tang. I especially wish to
thank Richard Fuggle, Davide Geneletti, Bob Gibson, and
John Sinclair for their additional thoughtful comments,
inputs, and advice.

I also wish to thank the anonymous reviewers and the
staff of John Wiley & Sons (most notably Michael Leventhal
and Bob Esposito) for their constructive suggestions and
guidance.

A great many colleagues have provided encouraging
comments and/or have influenced my thinking and writing

ix



X Preface

regarding IA process management over the past several years.
A very partial list includes Rabel Burdge, Dave Cressman,
Peter Croal, Bob Dorney, George Francis, Bob Gibson, Eric
Hunter, Peter Homenuck, Larry Martin, Jim Micak, Greg
Michelenco, John Page, Donna Pawlowski, Barry Sadler, Paul
Scott, John Sinclair, Graham Smith, Margaret Smith, Roger
Suffling, Richard Szudy, and Tom Wlodarczyk.

My thanks to the following for permission to reproduce,
without charge, the following copyright material in this
edition of the book (full details are provided in the reference
list at the back of the book):

e Elsevier Science, Inc. (Figures 4.1, 10.3, and 10.4),

¢ Imperial College Press (Figures 2.3-2.6 and Table 2.4),

e International Association for Impact Assessment
(IAIA) (Table 10.3),

e Springer-Verlag (Figures 6.2 and 6.3),

e Taylor & Francis (Figures 5.5 and 7.5 and Table 5.5),
and

e Wiley (Figures 4.2, 5.4, 6.6, 7.6, 8.5, 9.6, 10.2, 11.6,
and 12.2).

Finally and most importantly, I am especially grateful to
my wonderful wife, Barbara, for her enduring and endearing
patience, encouragement, and support throughout this
lengthy process.

Davib P. LAWRENCE
Lawrence Environmental
(lawenv @telus.net)
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