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TRANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION

Praise be.to Allah and may peace and plessing be
on His most beloved Messenger Muhammad (Peace
be upon him) .It is an honour and a great task to
translate into English genuine works of renowned
scholars, whose main aim in life was to fly the ban-
ner of tawheed high and promote the correct agee-
dah, or conviction among Muslims and refute and
expose deviant beliefs.

The religion of Islam is a universal Message which
is based on the ageedah of the Oneness of
Allah.Islam makes no distinction between its adher-
ents whether they be black, white, Arab or non-
Arab.The noblest of them in the sight of Allah is the
most godfearing and most pious. The universality of
Islam and its conclusive remedies to man's predica-
ments attracts the hearts of those whose denomina-
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tions did not fill their spiritual vacuum.But,our main
concern as preachers is to assure that those who em-
brace Islam receive the correct fundamental be-
liefs.Disregarding this fact exposes neo comers and
converts to loss and deviation at the hands of non-
Sunni sects and factions.Otherwise, we would be

QUIST s puns o Ui s IS 13455 Vo s I JG

"like her who undid her weaving after having made
it strong."(!)

Dear brothers and sisters the book which is in your
hands, the Fundamentals of Islam. was written origi-
nally by Shaikhul-Islam Muhammad bin Sulaiman
at-Tamimi, but later was laid out in a question-
answer form by as-shaikh Muhammad at-Tayyib al-
Ansari al-madani.l have tried my best to be as faith-
ful as possible to the Arabic text, since it is almost
impossible to render a work from Arabic into anoth-
er language without compromising style or beauty.
However,I have concerned myself with keeping the
ideas and the messages the text meant to convey as

1. Q.16.92



they are without deletion or abridgment.

Although footnotes are supplied in the Arabic text
of the Four Rules, I have taken into consideration
the fact that Enghlish speaking readers may not be
familiar with many Arabic-Islamic terminology and
definitions . Therefore, I have taken the liberty of
supplying footnotes to the first chapter of the book,
the Fundamentals of Islam, by elaborating or com-
menting on certain points in the subsequent chapters
where I thought it was necessary for the full under-
standing of a statement or an idea, the mentioning of
an incident which may have justified the revelation
of a certain verse, or citation of an exegete's com-
ment on it, the definition of a term or explanation of
an idea such as 'at-Taghoot', hunafaa"or'as-Samadh’.

As I have already mentioned,the Arabic text has
footnotes of which some are supplied by a previous
publisher,M.Melibari, and some by Shaikh Muham-
mad Munir ad-Dimashqi. By observing the intellec-
tual trustworthiness, and distinguishing between one
group of footnotes and another, I have marked the
footnotes of the previous publisher by a bold asterisk
() and the footnotes of ash-Shaikh ad-Dimashqi by
his initials (M.D),while my own are marked with my
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initials, (M.M).

I ask Allah, Lord of the worlds to accept this hum-
ble effort of mine and to add it to my record on the
Day of Judgment, when neither wealth nor children
will avail, except he who comes to Allah with a
sound heart.

M. Murad
Jamadal-Awwal 1410
December 1989

B.C. Canada



THE FUNDAMENTALS OF ISLAM

We seek the help of Allah, and ask Him to bless
and praise our Prophet

Mohammad,his household and companions.

Q.What are the issues that everyone must
learn?

A. 1- Knowledge,that is Knowing Allah, His
Prophet and the religion of Islam with its textual
proofs.

2- Application of the Knowledge.(

3- Preaching it

(1) It is very important to understand the meaning of "application’ in
the context, particularly with regards to knowing Allah. This means,
first that Allah is the only God who is worthy of being loved and wor-
shipped. Second, He is the only Creator upon Whom all creatures de-
pend for their mean of subsistance. Thirdly, the divine attributes and
beautiful names of Allah can never be applied to His creatures.
Application also means that Allah, the Exalted, is far removed from
every imperfection, and there is none like Him. Application of know-
ing the Messenger of Allah peace be upon him means loving and re-
vering him more than any other human being, and observing his sun-
nah, and making sure that it takes precedence over men's opinions in
all cases. [M.M.]



4- Enduring with patience whatever application
and preaching may entail .(1)

Q.What is textual of the above issues?

A.The words of Allah:

Sl-Lall ey gl cpddl Y] s A LY O] L aanlly P
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"By the age.®) Surely,man is in (a state of )loss.
Save those who believe and do good deeds,and ex-
hort one another to accept the truth, and who exhort
one another to endure (the consequences with ) pa-
tience .")

(1) One must endure with patience while observing all the acts of wor-
ship, refrain from all of act of disobedience and resist whims and per-
versive desires, Calamities and misfortunes must also be faced with
patience. [M.M.]

(2) This is an oath made by Allah stressing that only those who believe
and do good deeds are the prosperous ones. It also constitutes proofs
of the four issues stated above:1- His words, "those who believe” re-
fers to knowled. "do good deeds" refers to application, ". . . exhort one
another to accept the truth" refers to preaching. And "c:ndun: with pa-
tience to consequences of oreashing and proclaiming the truth.

(3) Surah # 103.



Q-What did Imam ash-Shafi'ee comment on this
surah?(!)

A- He said: '"Were this to be the only surah Allah

has sent down to His slaves, it would have been
enough fore them.' )

Q-Should application precede knowledge, or
vice versa? @

A- Knowledge must precede both application and
deeds as signified by the words of Allah:

€ Sluaglly Ongelly LA Jarzaly Y)Y o1 Lol 9
"And know there is no god but Allah, and seek
forgiveness for your sin, and for the belivers'."™

Imam al-Bukhari commented on the above verse

(1) Ton kutheer

(2)Ibn katheer cited a similar quotation by ash-Shafi'ee in his comment
on the above surah. "If people consider the meaning of this surah, it
would have been enough for them.” Ibn Kather commented on Ash-
Shafi'ee’s statement saying: "Because it contains the central issues of
virtue".(M.M)

(3) This means that one must acquire religious knowledge first before
making statements, or ever necforberforming any religious function.
For instance, one must know now to pray before he prays. So, knowl-
edge must come before deeds and utterance.(M.M)

(4) Surah #4719



saying: "Thus Allah opened the verse with the com-
mand of acquiring knowledge and followed it with
the command of application."(!)

(Q-What are the three issues that must be learnt
and be observed?

A-Allah has created us and supplied us with our
means of subsistence and, He has not neglected us.
He sent us a Messenger. He who obeys the Messen-
ger shall be admitted to Jannah, and he who disobeys
him shall enter Hell-Fire .

(1) To give an example, one cannot pray before learning how to pray.
There are many Muslim countries in which Allah's laws are not ap-
plied. Some Islamic parties, however, believe that if the existing gov-
ernment is toppled by a coup d' e'tat, the head of state is assassinated,
the laws of Allah can be applied overnight. This is proven to be sheer
wishful thinking. In order tc establish a true Islamic government, the
supjects of the recpective state must first be prepared to accept the Is-
lamic state, internally as well as externally. The best example we have
is the Messenger of Allah Peace be upon him. He did not establish
the Islame state before he himself immigrated to Madinah. He first
made sure the grass-roots were saturated with the correct ageedah,and
he received the proper knowledge, then he moved on to Madinah,
which marked the birth of the Islamic state. This fact may be realized
by observing that the verses that were revealed in Makkah deal with
the creeds and tenets of tawheed, or monotheism, while the Madinan
verses deal with acts of worship and transaction, i.e., applica-
tion.(M.M)
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Q-What is the proof of the above?
A-Allah's words:

€ Sy Tl Gty Ml 0

"We surly, have sent you a Messenger who is a
witness over you as We had sent Fir'awn (Faraoh) a
Messenger (). But, Fir'awn disobeyed the Messen-
ger, so We punished him severly."®

2- Allah does not consent that anyone be wor-
shiped beside Him; neither an angel who is near to
Him, nor a commissioned Prophet.

Q-What is the textual proof of the above?
A-The words of Allah:

(1)Musa was the Messenger whom Allah sent to Fir'awrdl. (M.M)
(2)Surah #73. 15, 16.

11



"And the places of worship(!) belong to Allah.
Therefore, worship none beside Allah."@

3- Whoso obeys the Messenger (Peace be upon
him) and believes in the Oneness of Allah is not al-
lowed to befriend those who oppose Allah and His
Messenger Peace be upon him even if he is the clos-
est of his kin,

Q-What is the textual proof of the above?
A- The worlds of Allah :
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"You shall not find any people who belive in Allah
and the Final Day loving those who oppose Allah
and His Massenger; even if they are their fathers or
their sons or their brothers or their tribe. They are

(1)"Places of worship” in this context, such as musques, churches or
synagogs applies to those assigned for the people who received Divine
scriptures. Allah knows best. (M.M)

(2) Surah # 72.18



those in whose hearts Allah installed iman (faith),
and whom He supports with strength from Him."(!

Q- What is the Hanifiyyeh®) of the religion of
Ibrahim ?

A- To devote sincerely all acts of worship to Allah
alone. This is what Allah has enjoined on all men,
and for this reason He has created them.

Q-What is the proof of the above ?
A- The worlds of Allah :

€ Osla V) Sy o il Ly

"I have not created the jinn and the men except that
they should worship Me."3)

Q- What is the meaning of 'to worship Me'

A-To profess Allah's Oneness, believing that Allah
is the One Who commands them and Who imposes
prohibitions on them,

Q-What is the greatest thing Allah has en-
joined?

(1) Surah # 58.22

(2) Hanifiyyeh, linguistically speaking, is inclining from any false re-
ligion to the true religion, al-Islam and continuing firm therein. [M.M]
(3) Surah # 51.56




A- at-Tawheed, or monotheism.
Q- What is monotheism?

A- Monotheism is declaring Allah to be the only
God who deserves to be worshipped in truth, and
confirming the atributes with which He has qualified
Himself, and those attributed to Him by His Messen-
ger (Peace be upon him) .Tawheed is also believing
that Allah is far removed from every imperfection,
and from hudooth," or resembling His creatures .

Q-What is the greatest tﬁing Allah has forbid-
den?

A- Shirk or polytheism.
Q- What is polytheism?

A- Worshipping other gods beside. Allah, and set-
ting up rivals to Allah when it is He alone who has
created you.

Q- What is the proof of the above?

(1) Hudooth, according to Lane's Lexicon, is of two kinds, one related
to time, which signifies a thing's being preceded by non-existence, or it
was brought into existence after it was nothing, and essential hudooth,
which is a thing's being dependent upon another for its existence. Nei-
ther of the two kinds apply to Allah, the Exalted. [M.M]
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A- Allah's words:
€l u s Y, Wiuel,d

"And worship Allah and associate none with
Him."(D

And €510t W 1lad Yad

"So set not equals to Allah while you know (there
is none equal to Him )" @

Q- What are the three fundamentals which man
must be aware of?

A-The first, one must know his Lord, his religion
and his Prophet Muhammad.

Q- Who is your Lord?

A- My Lord is Allah, who has nourished and fos-
tered me and the rest of men and jinn with His boun-
ties .He is my worshipped God; other than Whom |
hav no god.

Q- What is the proof of that ?

(1) Surah # 4.36
{2) Surah # 2,22
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A- Allah's words:
¢l oty

"All praise is owed to the Lord of the worlds."

Everything other than Allah is a world, and I belong
to one of His worlds.

Q- How did you know your Lord?

A- I have known Him through His signs and crea-
tures: the night, the day, the sun, the moon, the seven
heavens and the seven earths!!) and all that is in and
between them.

Q- What is the proof of all that?
A- His words:

Yy et ks ¥ adlly peetlly 5Ll J U G pasd
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"And among His signs are the night and the day
and the sun and the moon. Prostrate not yourselves

(1) Lest one be confused with regards to the number of earths, the ref-
erence to them is made in the following verse:

A VS % T I O pams pone Gl (gl LY
"Allah is He Who created seven heavens, and of the earth the like
thereof." [M.M]
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to the sun nor to the moon, but to Allah alone Who
has created them, if it is He Whom you really wor-
ship."(D

And His word:

Syl o el o G Galy el Gl U1 S, o
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"Surely, your Lord is Allah who has created the
heavens and the earth in six days; then He settled
Himself on the throne. He makes the night cover the
day which follows it swiftly, and the sun and the
moon and the stars He made subservient by His
command. Verily (the act of) creation is restricted to

Him, and so is the disposal of all affairs. Blessed is
Allah, the Lord of the worlds,"(2)

Q-Who is the lord?

A- The Lord is the Master, the Proprietor, the One
who brings into existence things from nothing. He is

(1) Surah #41.37
(2) Surah # 7.54
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the only One who deserves to be worshipped.
Q- What is the proof of this?

A- Allah's words:
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"O men, worship your Lord Who has created you
and those who were befor you, that you may guard
yourselves (against Allah's chastisement). He who
made the earth a bed for you, and the heaven a roof,
and sent down water from the heaven, and therewith
brought forth fruits for your sustenance; so set not up
equals to Allah while you know (the truth).” ()

The One Who has created these things is the One
Who deserves to be worshipped.

Q- What is worship?

A- It is the absolute devotion and abedience with
humility and supmissiveness, and the absolute love
and adoration to Allah, whom all this is owed. In

(1) Surah 2.21.22
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other words, worship is a definition comprising of
deeds and words that Allah loves and approves of,
whether manifested or hidden.("

Q- How many forms of worship has Allah en-
joined?

A- They are many. Of them are the five pillars of
Islam, the articles of iman (faith), watchfulness and
good obedience, supplication, fear of Allah, hopeful-
ness of His mercy, committing affairs to Allah, fear
with reverence, seeking His aid, protection, relief,
sacrificing animals, vows and other acts of worship
which Allah has commanded and enjoined, all of
which are dedicated to Him alone.

Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- His words:
Gl Ul e 1y D6 al) s L1 OLP

"And the places of worship belong to Allah, there-
fore, worship none beside Allah."?) And He said:

(1) manifest, refers to physical actions; and hidden, refers to tenets
and creeds. [M.M]
(2) Surah # 72,18
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"And your Lord has decreed that worship none but
Him."(!

Q-What is the judgment concerning one who
devotes any act of worship to other than Allah.?

a. Whoso dedicates any act of worship to other
than Allah 1s a polytheist and an unbeliever, even if
he performs prayer, observes fasting, performs hajj,
or alleges to be a Muslim.®

Q- What is the proof of that?
A-Allah's words:

gy 4] ) e o P 4 J Ol Y T U] alll o gy cny B
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"And he who calles in another god along with

Allah,for which he has no proof, his Lord shal hold

him accountable for. Surely, the disbelievers never
prosper."(})

(1) Surah # 17.23
(2) There are deviated sects who claim to be Muslims, yet they believe
that their imams or leaders possess divine power to influence the

course of things in this worls or the world to come., [M.M]
(3) Surah # 23.117
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Q- What is the proof that supplication is an act
of worship?

A-Allah's words:
ga'.:.r— F LJME:—-; ,_'ﬁ.Ui f.!!l ?‘ﬁ -......:-:.J ,___j._,.:-:l f";'-‘-" JGy }
€ 71> g Ol
"And your Lord said, 'Call on Me and I will re-
spond to you. Verily, those who are arrogant to wor-
ship Me shall enter Hell-Fire, despised.' ") And the
saying of the Prophet (Peace be upon him):

"Supplication is the essence of worship."And in an-
other narration: "Supplication is the worship."®

Q- What is the proof of the fact that fear of
Allah is an act of worship?

A- The words of Allah:
€ Loy o35 D] Qpplsy A BE N B

"And fear them not, but fear Me if you are (true)
believers."®

(1) Surah # 40.60
(2) At-Tirmidthi, Ibn Majah & Ahmad.
(3) Surah #3.175
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Q- What is the proof of the fact that hoping for
the mercy of Allah is an act of worship?

A- The word of Allah:
(T#Iq;i)@ﬂﬁ‘fbu-uiaﬁwqj -Li.l_,q-ﬁ ulsuu)

"So let him who hopes to meet his Lord do good
deeds, and let him worship none besides Allah."(!)

Q- What is the proof of the fact that entrusting
Allah is an act of worship?

A- His words:
¢ Cage o5 O] 1ylSy alll Loy P

"And on Allah depend if you are (true) believ-
ers."(?)

€ g Al o IS yan P

"And he who depends on Allah, He suffices
him."()

(1) Surah # 18.110
(2) Surah # 5.23
(3) Surah #65.3
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Q- What is the proof for the fact that desire for
Allah's mercy and fear of His punishment and
humpleness are acts of worship?

A- The words of Allah;
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"They used to vie with one another in good deeds,
and they called on Us with desire and fear and they
humbled themselves for Us."(!

Q- what is the proof for the fact that veneration
(or fear with reverence) is an act of worship?

A- The word of Allah:

€ Optstly vny 2 6 §
"So fear them not, but fear Me."(?)

Q- What is the proof for the fact that repen-
tence is an act of worship?

(1) Surah # 21.90
(2) Surah #5.3
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A- His words:
¢y oS, ity P

"And repent to your Lord and submit to Him."(!)

Q- what is the proof for the fact the seeking
Allah's support is an act of worshp?

A- Allah's words:

€ ez By as B[P

"You alone do we worship, and from You alone do
we seek help."® And the Prophetic tradition: "And if
you seek help, seek Allah's help."?®

Q- what is the proof of the fact that seeking
Allah's protection is an act of worship?

A-Allah's words:

(1) Surah # 39,54

(2) Surah# 1.4

(3) This Prophetic statement is part of a long hadeeth in which the
Prophet (peace be upon him) instructed Abdullah bin Abbas, may
Allah be pleased with him, saying: "Young lad! observe Allah, He pre-
seves you. Observe Allah, you find Him ahead of you. if you ask, ask
Allah, and if you seek help, seek Allah's help...” At-Tirmidthi. [M.M.]

24



"Say, 'l seek refuge in the Lord of mankind, the
King of mankind."(!

Q-What is the proof for the fact that asking for
aid of Allah is an act of worship?

A- Allah's words:
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"And when you sought aid of Allah, He responded
to you (saying); 'I Am aiding you with a thousand
angels following one another."?

Q- What is the proof for the fact that sacrificing
animals is an act of worship?

A- His words:

by dal, 2 Y el ol gl gley Sy s 0 5 P

"Say, "My prayer and my sacrificial animal, my life

(1) Surah# 114.1.2
(2) Surah #8.9
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and death are all for Allah, the Lord of the words. He
has no prather. And so am Icommanded, and [ am
the first of those who submit. "(!)

And from the Sunnah, the saying of the Prophet
Peace be upon him : "Allah curses him who sacrific-
es for other than Allah."

Q- What is the proof for the fact that a vow is
an act of worship?

A- Allah's words:
€. Laze o 2 OIS gy 0932 00 Ogiys $

“They fulfill their vows, and they fear a Day the
woe of which is widespread."?

Q- What is the second fundamental?

A- Knowing the religion of Islam and its textual
proofs.

Q- What is Islam?

A- Islam is submission to Allah, in His Oneness,
complying to His commands with abedience, and de-

(1) Surah # 6.162
(2) Surah # 76.7 The Day refered to in this verse is the Day of Resur-
rection. [M.M]
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nouncing polytheism and its adherents.
Q- What are the levels of Islam?

A- Islam, Iman and Ihsan. Each of thes levels has

its own pillars.
Q- What are the pillars of Islam?
A- Five:
* The testification of faith:
A gy deate Y)Y

"There is no God, in truth, but Allah, and Muham-
mad is the Messenger of Allah,

* Performing the prayers,

* Giving out Zakah,

* Observing the fast in Ramadhan.
* Performing the pilgrimage.

Q- What is the proof of the testification of faith?

A- The words of Allah Exalted :

oYY oty 06 ot iy 2Lty g Y] WY T ag $
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“Allah bears witness ther is no god but He-(and so
do) the angels, and those possessed of knowledge
Maintaining His creation with justice. There is no
god but He, the Mighty, the Wise,"(!)

Q- What is the meaning of
A Y
'There is no got but Allah?

A- There is no god who truly deserves to be wor-
shipped but Allah alone.,

Q- What is meant by
4y
There is no god.'?(?

A- It means denying all dieties worshipped beside
Allah.

(1) Surah 3.18

(2)- This question and the question which follows it are meant to full
meaning of the testification of faith which can be divided into two seg-
ments: the first segment stands for denial of all dieties that are wor-
shipped other than or beside Allah, and the second segment stands for
confirming all acts of worship to Allah alone. [M.M]
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Q- What is meant by

KR
'but Allah'?

A- Confirming that worship must be devoted to

Allah alone with no partners worshipped beside
Him, as He has no one to share His domain.

Q- What is the interpretation of the above
which makes its meaning manifest?

A- The words of Allah :

G5 b 53 Y] s e oy 5] gy Y nld JUS 315 B
GOpnr rpba) adie 3 43U 2alS Lghamy . g
"And,when Ibrahim said to his father and his peo-

ple: 'I am clear of that which you worship. Except
Him Who created me; H e will guide me.And he

made it a word'" to remain among his posterity that
they return.?)

And His words

(1) It is said that the 'word' refered (o in the verse is the testification of

faith ( ), wheih is the word of Islam. (Ibn Kathir). [M.M]
(2) Surah # 43.26, 27, 28
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"Say, 'O people of the Book, come to a word equal
between us and you that we worship none but Allah,
and that we ascribe no partners to Him, and that
some of us take not other for lords besid Allah.But,
if they turn away, then say, '‘Bear witness that we
have submitted to Allah.(D

Q- what is the proof of the testification,
'Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah' Peace be
upon him?

A- The word of Allah:

el pSile pay o prele e e (Sl p Jgeny (oSl a0 $
¢. =20 )

"Verily, a Messenger from among yourselves came
to you; grievous unto him is your experiencing diffi-

(1) Surah # 3.64
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culties, and he is ardently desirous of your welfare,
and to the believers he is campassionate, merci-
ful."() And Allah's words:

€. el Sl o ottt ane il Al Jgsy dat §

"Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those
who are with him are hard against the disbelievers,
and merciful to each other.(?)

Q- What is the meaning of the testification
Calll Jgury Lot D
"Muhammad is the Messenger of Aliah"?

A- To Obey Prophet Muhammwd's commands, to
refrain from his Prohibitions, and to believe in his
sayings and to worship Allah by performing only
acts of worship he designated.

Q- What is the proof of the incumbency of
prayer, Zakat and what is the meaning of mon-
otheism?

(1) Surah #9.128
(2) Surah # 48.29
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A- Allah's words:
el lpasdy gelim padl &) (nalz 1 yad VI 1yl Lay $
¢ Lol s 3y LS g5

"And they were not commanded but to worship Al-
lah, being sincere to Him in obedience hunafa',(!) and
to observe prayer and pay Zakaht that is the religion
of truth. "®

Q- What is the proof of observing fast?
A- His words:

oSS r ol o S S ploall (Sl S 1yl 01 L B
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"0 you who believe, fasting is prescribed to you
as it was prescribed to those before you that you my
guard yourselves.)

Q- What is the proof that hajj (pilgrimage) is
one of the pillars of Islam?

‘(1) Hunafa', plural of hanif, one who declines from false to the true re-
ligion of Islam, believing in the Oneness of Allah. [M.M]

(2) Surah # 98.5

(3) Surah # 2.183
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A- Allah's words?

o OB IS ey S adl pllazd o ol g ol e oy P
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" And pilgrimage is a duty which men owe to Al-
lah, those who can afford the journey and whoever
disbelieves then Allah surely does not need His crea-
tures.!

Q- What is the second level of Islam?
A- Iman.
Q- How many branches does Iman have?

A- Iman has more than seventy branches. The up-

permost of which is the declaration of the Oneness
of Allah

RURTRIRY

and the least of which is the removal of harmful ob-
jects off the road. Modesty is also a branch of Iman.

Q- How many articles does Iman include?

(1) Surah #3.97
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A- Iman includes six articles: The belifef in Allah.
His angels, His Books, His Messengers, the last day
and the belief in predestination with its good or evil
consequences.”

Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:
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"It is not righteousness that you face the East or
the West (in your prayer). But, truly the righteous is
he who believes in Allah, the last Day and the angels
and the Scriptures, and the Prophets.(!

Q- What is the proof of predestiny?
A- Allah's words:
¢ s il rs S uiP

"Verily, We have created everything in proprtion

and measure."?

(1) Surah # 2.177
(2) Surah # 54.49

34



Q. What is the third level of Islam?
A. AL-Ihsan which has one pillar.
Q. What is Thsan or sincerety?

A. To worship Allah as though you see Him. Al-
though you do not see Him, He sees you.(1)

Q. What is the proof of the above?
A. The words of the Exalted:

€0pg on pdlly byl ) o Ao
“Verily Allah is with those who are righteous and
those who are sincere.!?

And His words:
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"And depend on the Mighty, the Merciful Who

sees you when you stand up in prayer. And He sees

you praying with others. He is surely the All-
Hearing. the All-Knowing"®)

(1) al-Bukhari and Muslim
(2) Surah # 16128
{3) Surah # 26.217-220
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And His words:
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"And you are not engaged in any occupation, nei-
ther you recite during which any part of the Qur'an,

nor do you do any work but We are witnesses over
you when you are engaged in it,"(!)

Q. What is the proof, from the Sunnah, of the
abovementioned levels of Islam?

A. The renowned hadith, or Prophetic tradtition
concerning Jibril which is narrated by Umar bin AL-
Khattab who said: "While we were sitting with the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), a man
came to us with very white clothoes and very black
hair. No sign of travelling appeared on him, nor was
he recognized by any of us. He sat in front of the
Prophet (peace be upon him) with his knees resting
against the Prophet's knees, he put his hands on his
thighs and said: 'O Muhammad! tell me about Islam',
He (the Prophet peace be upon him) said: "Islam is

(1) Surah # 10.61
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to bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, observe
prayer, pay zakat, observe the fast of Ramadan and
visit the House (The Holy Mosque) for hajj, if you
can afford the journey'. He (Jibril) affirmed, 'You
have told the truth’. Umar continued to say, 'We
wondered about him; he asked the Prophet and ap-
proved his answer. He futher asked, 'Tell me about

iman'. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 'It is to
believe in Allah, His angels; His Scriptures; His
Messengers, the Last Day and His predestination, in-
cluding its good or evil consequences.’ He said, 'Tell
me about ihsan. He said, "It is to worship Allah as
though you see Him. Although you do not see Him,
He sees you'. He said, 'Tell me about the Final Hour'.
The Prophet peace be upon him said, 'The one who
1s being asked is not more knowledgeable about it
than the one who is asking'. He said, 'Tell me about
its signs'. He said, 'When the bondswoman gives bi-
rth to her master,!) and when you see the barefooted,

(1) This refers to the female slave whose master engages in sexual re-
lation with her, and hence, she conceives and gives birth to a baby
who in turn becomes her master, when he ultimately inherts his fa-
thers’ property of which the mother is part. Hence, the child becomes
the master of his own mother. [M.M]
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the naked, the shepherds'" contending with one an-
other to erectin high buildings'. Umar said: "The man
left after that . A short while thereatter, the Prophet
peace be upon him said, 'Umar! do you know who
was the questioner? I responded, 'Allah and His
Messenger know best'. he said "That was Jibreel,;
who came to teach you, (Muslims), issues of your re-
ligion.' "(2)

Q. What is the third fundamental?

A. Knowing our Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), who is the son of Abdullah, son of Ab-
dul-Muttalib son of Hashim, Hashim is of Quraish,

an Arab tribe, and the Arabs are of the posterity of
Isma'il son of Ibrahim al-Khalil, may peace and
blessings be on him and on our Prophet.

Q. What was the age of the Prophet?

A. Sixty-three years, forty of which were before
Prophethood and twenty-three years after that. He
was appointed as a Prophet when surat 'Iqra’ #96,

(1} This, according to an-Nuwawi, refers to the poor bedouins wha, all
of a sudden become wealthy and compete in building higher buildings.
[M.M]

(2) Imam Muslim.
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was revealed to him, and he was appointed as a Mes-
senger when surat 'al-Muddath'thir'#74, was revealed
to him. His hometown is Makkah.

Q. What is the Message with which Allah sent
him?

A. Allah sent him to preach monotheism and to
warn against polytheism.

Q. What is the proof of the above?

A. The words of Allah the Exalted:
Ny ol ol ekad ULy S iy Ll W5 ST LD
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"O you who is wrapped. Arise and warn. And mag-
nify your Lord. And purify your heart. And shun the
idols. And do not a favour seeking to get more in re-

turn. And for the sake of your Lord endure patient-
ly."(D)

Q. What is the meaning of
(b ‘..i)

" Avise and warn"?

(1) Surah # 74.1-7

39



A. Warn against polytheism and preach monothe-
1Sm.

Q. What is the meaning of:
o Ly S5 il )

"And glorify your Lord and purify your garme-
nts" ?

A. Glortfy your Lord by declaring His Oneness,
and purify your actions from polytheism.

Q. What is the meaning of:
(Al 5= Jly)
" And shun the idols"?

A. Avoid the idols by shunning and denouncing
them and their worshippers.

Q. How long did the Prophet (peace be upon
him) keep preaching the above commands?

A. Ten years, after that, he was taken to heaven
where the fivetime prayer was enjoined on him. Af-
ter that, he was commanded to migrate to Madinah.

Q. What is migration?
A. It is moving from the land of polytheism to the
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land of Islam, and from the. land of bid'ah

(innovation in religious matter) to the land of Sun-
nah.

Q. What is the ruling of emigration?

A. It is an obligatory duty enjoined on Muslims
who happen to be in the land of polytheism to immi-
grate into the land of Islam, and from the land of in-
novation into the land of Sunnah. It is effective till
the sun rises from the West, i.e., till the end of time,

Q. What is the proof of the above?
A. The words of Allah:
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"Verily; those whom the angels collect their souls
while they are wronging themselves;()) (the angels)
say to them, 'Why did you stay where you were?

(1) This, according to Ibn Abbas, refers to those who disobeyed the
Messenger of Allah by refusing to emigrate to Madinah and stayed in
Makkah. [M.M]
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They say, 'We were treated as weak in the land'.
They (the angels) say to them, "Was not Allah's earth
vast that you could immigrate into it'. Those, their
abode is Hell, and an evil destination it is. Except
such weak ones of men, women and children who
are helpless, and can find no way out. Regarding
those, it could be that Allah pardon them; for Allah
is pardoning, Oft-Forgiving."(!

And His words:
€096 5Ll dasly 2] O) Iyl (g1 (g3Le LD

"0 My slaves who has believed! Verily, vast is My
earth, so worship Me alone."®

Q. What was the reason of the revelation of the
two above verses?

A. There were some people in Makkah who em-
braced islam, but did not emigrated to Madinah with
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). Some
of them were tried in their faith, and joined the pa-
gans against the Muslims in the battle of Badr. Allah
did not accept their excuse and made Hell their re-

(1) Surah # 4.97,98,99
(2) Surah # 29.56
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quital. The second verse was revealed because some
Muslims were in Makkah to whom Allah imputed
iman and inticed them to emigrate to Madinah.

Q. What is the proof of the continuity of emi-
gration as deduced from the Prophetic traditions?

A. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"Emigration shall not seize to be effective until re-
pentance becomes ineffective, and repentance shall
not seize to be effective until the sun rises from the
west,"(D

Q. What was the Messenger of Allah enjoined
after he had settled in Madinah?

A. He was enjoined the rest of the ordinances of
Islam such as zakat, fasting, Hajj, fighting for the
cause of Allah and the other acts of worship.

Q. How long did he live after that?

A. He lived for ten years and died, but his religion
is everlasting. He did not leave a good thing without
guiding his ummah to it, nor did he leave an evil
thing without warning his ummah against it.

(1) Imam Ahmad and Imam Abu Dawood
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Q. What are the good things to which he guided
his ummah, and what are the evil things against
which he warned his ummah?

A. The good things are the creed of monotheism
and all that which Allah loves and approves of. The
evil things are polytheism and all that which Allah
loaths and disapproves of.

Q. Did Allah send Muhammad (peace be upon
him) to one particular tribe or to mankind at
large?

A. He sent him to mankind at large, and made
obeying him a duty incumbent on both jinn and men.

Q. What is the proof of the above?
A. Allah's words:
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"Say, O men; I am the Messenger of Allah to you
all,"()

And His words:
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(1) Surah #7.158
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"And when We sent to you a group of the jinn to
listen to the Qur'an (recitation), when they attended

it they said to one another, 'Listen, and when it end-
ed they returned to their people warning them."()

Q. Has Allah completed the religion by him, or
was it completed after him?

A. Surely, Allah has completed it through him;
and nothing new needs to be added to the relgion
thereafter.

Q. What is the proof of the above?
A. Allah's words:
O ) iy o il S o) e, 0
€L,
"Today I have completed for you your religion and

perfected My favour upon you and accepted Islam as
a religion for you,"@

Q. What is the proof of the death of the Mes-
senger of Allah?

(1) Surah # 46.29
(2) Surah #5.3
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A. Allah's words:

€Osar oS Lo Ll gy PP PROWRCI k]
"You (O, Muhammad) surely will die, and they

(too) will die. Then surely on the Day of Resurrec-

tion you will dispute with one another before your
Lord."()

Q Will the people be resurrected after death?
A. They surely will, for Allah says:

€100 ¢S Ly o Son Ly (oSl Lgead
"From it (the earth) have We created you, and into

it shall We turn you back, and from it shall We bring
you forth again."(?)

And He says:
€Ll oSy b Sitoms o3 B a1 e oS0l Ul 3
"And Allah has caused you to grow as a good gro-

wth from the earth. Then will He turn you back into
it, and will He make you to issue forth."(®

Q. Will the people be held accountable and re-

(1) Surah # 39.30,31
(2) Surah # 20.55
(3) Surah #71.17,18



quited for their deeds after Resurrection or not?

A. They positively will be. A fact which is con-
firmed by Allah's words:
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"That He may requite those who do evil for what

they have done, and reward those who excelled in
theic worship with the best.”(1)

Q. What is the judgment regarding one who de-
nies Resurrection?

A. He is judged to be a disbeliever, by the words
of Allah:
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"Those who disbelieve assert that they will not be
resurrected. Say,' Surly, by my Lord you will be re-

surrected, then you will be informed of what you
did. And that is easy for Allah.2)

Q. What was the Message with which Allah sent
His Messengers?

(1) Surah # 5331
(2) Surah # 64.7
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A. To rejoice those who believe in His Oneness by
the annuciation of Jannah, and to wamn and grieve
those who ascribe partners to Allah by Fire as their
punishment,

Q. What is the proof of the above ?
A. His words :
Oy Jorll g o bl o ulil] 045 S 1yt o 5n Sy P
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"(We did send) Messengers as bearers of gi~d tid-
ings and warners that men may have no plea against

Allah after the coming of the Messengers. And Allah
is Mighty, Wise.(!)

Q. Who was the first Messenger?
A. Noah, peace be on him,
Q. What is the proof of the above?
A. Allah;s words :
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"We have revealed to you as We revealed to Noah
and the Prophets after him."?

(1) Surah # 4.165
(2) Surah # 4.163
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Q. Was there any nation left without a Messen-
ger being sent to them to enjoin on them to wor-
ship Allah alone and to shun the taghoot?

A. There was no nation without having a Messen-
ger sent to them. A fact which is substantiated by the
words of Allah:
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"And We did send to every nation a Messenger
preaching: "Worship Allah and shun the taghoot.”)

Q. What is taghoot?

A. Tt is whatever man worships instead, or to the
exclusion of Allah. It is also any human being that
man transgresses by exceeding the limits of obeying,
worshipping or following him.

Q. How many taghoot are there?

A. There are many; but their chiefs are five. Iblis,
the accursed by Allah, one who approves of being
worshipped, one who calls people to worship, him

(1) Taghoot is whatever is worshipped instead or to the exclusion of
Allah. [M.M]
{2) Surzh # 16.36
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one who claims the knowledge of the unseen and
one who rules by laws other than those sent down by
Allah. [We are commanded to disbelieve in and shun
them all and to submit to the will of Allah].

Q. What is the proof of the above?

A. The words of Allah:
ot Sppllall a4 pad I e w201 G 5l ol S) YD
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"There should be no compulsion in religion. Sure-
ly, right guidance has become distinct from devia-
tion. So whoever disbelieves in taghoot and believes

in Allah has surely grasped the strong unbreakable
handle. And Allah is All-Hearing, All-knowing."(!

And his words;
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"We did send a Messenger to every nation, preach-
ing, 'Worship Allah and avoid taghoot."® And His
words:

Ny Y ao VT oSy Ly olyon 2l Wl sl Jal b Jip

(1) Surah # 2.256
(2) Surah # 16.36
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"Say, 'O people of the Book! come to a word equal
between us and you that we worship none but Allah,
and that we associate no partners with Him, and that
some of us take not others for lords beside Allah.
But if they turn away, then say, 'Bear witness that we
have submitted to Allah."t!)

And this is the meaning of
(Y] 1Y)

"There is no god but Allah." The Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) said: "The principal part of Is-
lam and its supporting pillar is prayer, and its highest
point is jihad, (fighting in the way of Allah)."® And
Allah knows best.

The end

(1) Surah # 3.64
(2) At-Tirmidthi
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The Four Rules

I ask Allah the Gracious, the Lord of the Great
Throne to look after you in this world and in the
Hereafter, and bless you wherever you may be. I also
ask Him to make us of those who, when they are giv-
en are grateful, and when they are afflicted they en-
dure patiently, and when they commit a sin, they beg
for forgiveness. These qualities are the true means of
happiness,

Be aware, may Allah accommodate you to his obe-
dience, of the fact that hanifiyyeh, the religion of Ib-
rahim, is to worship Allah alone and to be sincere to
Allah in religion. Allah says:
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"I have not created the jinn and the men but to wor-
ship Me."(®)

(1) Surah # 51,56 Ibn Kathir interpreted this verse in his exegeses as:
"I have created them only 1o command them to worship me, not be-
cause [ need them”.

(I say: There is no doubt that man has been created in a sound state of
affairs to be fit for performing acts of worship, and prepared for it, be-
cause Allah has installed in men reason, and furnished them with sens-
es, apparent and hidden, along with the other means of preparedness. )
[M.D]
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And since you know that Allah has created you to
worship Him, then you should realize that worship
does not become genuine unless it is combined with
the belief in the Oneness of Allah. Just as prayer is
not valid without ablution.!) Once shirk, or a poly-
theistic practice blemishes an act of worship, it nulli-

fies it, just as impurity nullifies ablution.
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"It is not for such as join gods with Allah, to main-
tain the mosques of Allah while they witness against
their own souls to infidelity. The works of such bear
no fruit: in Fire shall they dewell.*®)

Once you realize that shirk pollutes acts of wor-
ship, and renders them void, and that a person who
does so becomes one of those who shall go to Hell,
you then realize that knowing this fact becomes one
of ybur most important duties. May Allah save you
from associating partners with Him. Allah says:

(1) {Or just as vinegar spoils honey when it is mixed with it, or when
poison enters the body, against which we seek Allah's protection. )
[M.D]

(2) Surah #9.17
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"Allah does not forgive (the sin of) associating
partners with Him, but forgives what is (short of)
that to whomsoever He pleases.‘!

Deliverance from Hell-Fire may be ensured by be-
ing aware of the four rules which Allah has men-
tioned in His Book.

The First Rule

The first rule is to know that the disbelievers,
whom the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
fought, acknowledged Allah as is the sole Creator,
the Provider and the One in Whose hand is the dis-
posal of all affairs. Yet, the disbelievers were not
considered Muslims. [That is to say, sheer acknowl-
edgment of the Lordship of Allah was not enough to
qualify them to be Muslims. They should have dedi-
cated all acts of worship to Allah alone.] This is
proven by Allah's words:
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(1) Surah#4.116
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"Say, "Who provides sustenance for you from the
heaven and the earth? Or, Who is it that has power
over the hearing and the seeing? Who brings forth
the living from the dead, and brings the dead out of
the living? Who governs all affairs?' They will say,
'Allah’. Then say, 'Will you not then fear (Him)."®

The Second Rule

The polytheists assert: "We did not call on them
[the idols. We approach them only to seek nearness
of Allah and intercession through them. [The proof
that worshipping idols is polytheism]. is given in the
following verse:
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"And those who take idols for dieties beside Him

say, "'We worship them only that they may bring us
nearer to Allah. Sarely, Allah will judge between

(1) Surah # 10.31
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them on that in which they differ. Allah does not
guide him who is a disbelieving liar,"(!

And the proof of intercession, [that is, worshipping
idols, beseeching them for relief and fulfilling needs,
and taking them for intercessors with Allah is shirk,].
1s provided in the following verse: |
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"And they worship beside Allah that which neither
harms them nor benefits them; and they say, 'These
are our intercessors with Allah.' Say, 'Do you inform
Allah of something He knows not in the heavens or

in the earth. How far is Allah from that which they
ascribe (as partners) to Him."(%)

Intercession is of two kinds; annulled and con-
firmed. The annulled intercession is that which is
sought from other than Allah for needs that only Al-
lah can fulfill. The proof of this is in the words of
Allah:

(1) Surah # 393
(2) Surah # 10,18
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"O you who believe! Spend out of what We have

supplied you before a day comes in which there shall

be no tendering nor friendship nor intercession; and
the disbelivers are the wrongdoers.t!)

(1) Surah # 2.254 [Commenting on this verse, [bn Kathir said: "Allah
commands His slaves to spend out of what He has provided them in
His way, in charity, that they may accumulate their reward with their
lord and Proprietor. It is for this reason they should hasten to do so in
this world, before a day comes -the Day of Resurrection- in which nei-
ther bargaining nor friendship nor intercession shall avail. No one can
bail himself out, nor can he ransom himself, even if he spent, for that
purpose, an earth load of gold. Nor can kinship avail him. for Allah

says:
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“And when the trumpet is blown, there will be no ties of relationship
between them that day, nor will they ask after one another.” (#23.101)

Nor the intercession of those who are entilted to intercede. And:

€01l o oy itSTLy P
"....and the disbelievers are the wrongdoers” is, grammatically speak-
ing, a subject of a nominal clause which is incorporated in the predi-
cate of the same clause to mean, there is no one who is more unjust or
a worse wrongdoer than he who will come to Allah on that day as a
disbeliever. Ata'b. Dinar was reported as saying: "Praise be to Allah
Who says: "The disbelievers are the wrongdoers’ and did not say, 'the
wrongdoers are the disbelievers. Allah knows best. i.e., no one would
dare intercede with Allah without His leave because of Allah's great-
ness, magnificance and haughtiness. In the hadith of Intercession. =
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And the confirmed intercession is that which is
sought from Allah. The intercessor of whom Allah
approves of is the one who is honoured by the privi-
lege to interceding while the one who is interceded
for, is he whose utterances and actions are pleasing
to Allah. Intercession for such a one is granted only
with the leave of Allah. [Intercession is sought from
Allah alone, because it is restricted to Him; whoever
seeks it from other than Allah commits shirk, and he
therefore defeats his own purpose, and renders him-
self bereft. Allah accepts only the pure belief in His
Oneness, and permits intercession only for those
who uphold monotheism as their creed. He says:

€3l Voo wity (U113 e
"Who is he that will intercede with Him except by

= the Messenger of Allah peace bé upon him said: "I procede (on the
Day of Judgment) and prostrate myself underneath the Throne. Allah
keeps me on this posture as long as He wills, then it will be said, 'Raise
your head and say; you will be listened to, intercede and your interces-
sion will be accepted’. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
further said, "Then I will be allowed to intercede for a certain number
of people, and admit them to Jannah.] Allah knows best. The reason
for Ata'b. Dinar's statment is the fact that every disbeliever is wrong-
doer, but not every wrongdoer is a disbeliever. Some believers may
wrong themselves by committing major or minor sins, but they wouold
still be believers, and iman stays with them. Allsh knows best. [M.M]
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His permission."!) And:
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"And they intercede not except for him He ap-
proves."®) And:
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"Say, 'All intercession rests with Allah..."?

The Third Rule

The Prophet (peace be upon him) appeared among
people who were divided in their religion. Some of
them worshipped prophets and pious people, and
some worshipped trees and stones, while others wor-
shipped the sun and the moon. The Messenger of Al-
lah (peace be upon him) fought them ali without
making distinction between one group and another.
This was in application of Allah's words:
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"And fight them until there is no infidelity, and re-

(1) Surah # 2.255
(2) Surah # 21.28
(3) Surah # 39.44
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ligion is professed for Allah."(")

And (the evidence that worshipping) the sun and
the moon [i.e. the proof that worshipping the sun and
the moon and the rest of the stars and planets, and
believing that they influence events of this world is
shirk]. is revealed in Allah's words:
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"And among His signs are the night and the day
and the sun and the moon. Prostrate not yourselves
before the sun nor before the moon, but prostrate
yourselves before Allah, Who created them, if it is
He Whom you (really) worship.")

And about the angels, [i.e. the proof of the fact that
worshipping angels is shirk] is produced in the fol-
lowing verse:
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"And He does not command you to take angels and

(1) Surah # 8.39
{2) Surah # 41.37



Prophets for Lords.""

And the proof of the Prophets [i.e. worshipping
them and calling unto them is shirk]. is supplied in
the following verse:
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"And when Allah (will) say to Issa (Jesus), 'O Je-
sus, son of Mary! Did you say to people, "Take me

(1) Surah # 3.80 [Ibn Kathir elaborated in his exegeses on this verse:
"Allah does not enjoin you to worship other than Allah, be he a com-
missioned Prophet or an angel who is close to Allah. Would Allah en-
join disbelief on you when you have submitted to Him? <<That is to
sya>>, no one does this except him who promotes worshipping other
than Allah; and he who does so promotes disbelief. In the case of the
Prophet, they preached the belief in the Oneness of Allah Who has no
partners. Allah says:

Yo — oY oyasl LY ) Y Gl W) Wty W Jyasy oo LG g Ll Loy P
"We sent no Messenger before you but revealed to him there is no god
but I, so worship Me." The word 'lords' in the verse means gods beside
Allah. Allah knows best. imam al-Bukhari reported that Abdullah
commented on the above verse saying: "Those were a group of jinn
who had been worshipped, and then became Muslims." Abdullah b.
Mas'ood elaborated: "This verse refers to a group of Arabs who used -
to worship jinn, but the latter embraced Islam while the former were

not aware of that. Allah knows best].
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nd my mother two gods beside Allah?' He (will) an-
wer, 'Far removed are You (from what they ascribe
» you), I could never say that to which I had no
'ght. If I had said it, You would have surely known
. You know my insight, and I know not Your in-
.ght, Verily You are the Knower of the hidden thi-
gs."() And the proof of the pious people; that is,
‘orshipping them and calling them for help and re-
e, 1s shirk, Allah is far above what they ascribe to
im,] is found in the following verse:

25 Oy ) el Al oy B Opity Opety ) I
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"Those whom they call on themselves seek near-
ess to their Lord. Which of them is nearer; and they
ope for His mercy, and fear His punishment. Sure-

'y, the torment of your Lord is a thing to be
Pﬂrﬂd.ll(z}

And the proof of the trees and stones [i.e. seeking
‘essings through such objects as graves of pious
cople, sacrificing animals for fulfilling needs and

'} Surah #5.116
') Surah # 17.57
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relief by touching cloth-coverings of the graves or its
structures, are all conaemned as shirk,]. is proven by
Allah's words:

{Lg_;::-\JTE:JLﬂIEbJLg}.JUa)UI E.__.Lﬂ}
"Have you considered al-Lat and al-Uzza. And
Manat, the third, too. (the idols)?!)

(1) Surah # 53.19,20 [Allah the Exalted chides the pagans for wor-
shipping idols and other objects of worship, and erecting temples for
<<them resembling>> Ka'bah therewith which was built by Khalil ar-
Rahman, or the friend of Allah, Ibrahim, peace be on him. Al-Lat was
a white rock with designs on it. It was enclosed in a curtained house
around which there was a court yard revered by the people of Ta'if, the
tribe of Thageef and its allies, and they used to boast themselves in it
against the other Arab tribes <<short of>> Quraish. While al-Uzza was
a tree enclosed in a curtained structured, in a place called Nakhleh, be-
tween Makkah and Ta'if, upon which was a curtained structure with
servants assigned to it. It was also revered by Quraish. Abu Sufyan,
who was a pagan then said to the Muslims in the battle of Uhud: "We
have al-Uzza, but you have no Uzza'. The Messenger of Allah instruct-
ed his companions, 'Say, "Allah is our Supporter, and you have no sup-
porter’. Manat was found in a place called Mushallel by Qadid be-
tween Makkah and Madinah. It was revered by the tribes of Khuza'ah.
al-Aws and al-Khazrej in al-Jahiliyyeh or the pre-Islamic era, and
used to begin their hajj rituals by coming to it first. Then the Prophet
sent some of his companions to demolish them. He sent Khalid b. al-
Walid, 'The Drawn Sword of Allah' against the pagans, to demolish al-
Uzza. He did so and said: "Uzza | disbelieve in you. No praise is owec
to you. [ have witnessed how Allah has disgraced you. =
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A proof of the above is also given in the following
tradition: "Abu Wagqid al-Laithi reported: "We went
along with the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) for the Battle of Hunain. We had but recently
come out of our state of-infidelityt into Islam. The
pagans had then a lote tree called Dthat Anwat
which they used to worship and tie their weapons
onto. When we passed by it, we said: "Messen ger of
Allah! Make dthat anwat for us like theirs'. The Mes-
senger of Allah (peace be upon him), said, 'Allahu
akbar, these are as-sunnun.(! "You, by the one in

=" The Messenger of Allah also sent al-Mughirah b. Shu'bah and Abu
Sufyan to demolish al-Lat. They did so and built a mosque in its place,
in Ta'if. And to Manat, the Messenger of Allah sent Abu Sufyan who
demolished it. It is also said that it was Ali who demolished it. The
Prophet peace be upon him came with the religion of truth, and sincere
devotion to Allah, singling Allah out to be the sole worshipped God in
truth, abolishing all the bad customs and every polytheistic practice
which may mar the pure tenet of tawhid or monotheism. His great
companions followed suit, an so did their followers till that time which
was marked with chaos and confusion when the Satan and the deviant
gained mastery over the minds of many Muslims, then idolatry was re-
vived, particularly in our contemporary age, the age of compound ig-
norance and the decorative images. The predicament prevailed while
the scholars keep silent, except those of them whom Allah wishes
them to speak up. To Allah we all belong and to Him we shall return. ]
[M.D.]

(1) Practices and ways. [M.M]
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Whose hand is my life, have just said what the Chil-
dren of Israel said to Musa: 'Make for us a good just
as they have gods'. He said, 'Surely; you are an 1g-
norant people’. The Prophet (peace be upon him)
went on to say, You shall follow the ways of those
who were before you, that is the Jews and the Chris-
tians,"'#/

The Fourth Rule

The polytheists of today are worse than the poly-
theists of the early stage of Islam; for those who ex-
isted during the time of the Messenger of Allah,
(peace be upon him) used to attribute partners to
Allah at times of ease, but used to be sincere to Allah
at umes of difficulty. Whereas the polytheists of to-

(1)  Al-Tirmidthi. [The companions who made the request to the
Prophet had embraced [slam just recently. They thought that assigning
a tree on which they could hang their weapons is a thing which might
be pleasing to Allah. They only intended to seek Allah's pleasure by
doing so. They were too loyal and nobel to intend rebelling against the
Prophet (peace be upon him), as the Children of Israel rebelled against
Musa, peace be on him. The rest of the tradition is cited in along with
the commentary in the Book of Tawheed which is a duty the slaves
owe Allah. Refer to it, you will find in it what pleases you. And Allah
knows best. |
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day, attribute partners to Allah in both times of ease
and difficulty. Allah refers to this saying:

o 13 A aalos |5 il ralee il e s GG (31,55 130
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"And when they board a ship, they call on Allah,

with sincere and exclusive faith in Him, but when He

brings them back safe to land, behold! they associate
partners to Him.!!

Therefore, we see many of those who worship
pious people and graves of the shaikhs and masters,
are sincere 1n calling them beside Allah and seeking
help from them during both times of ease and hard-
ships. Some of them become more sincere in their
polytheism when they experience harder times. Con-
trary to the early pagans who used to attribute part-
ners to Allah only at the times of ease, and used to
address themselves with earnest supplication to
Allah alone at times of distress. Today, pagans are
persistent in their polytheistic ways, begging and be-
seeching the dead pious people. Alas! There is no
strength nor power (to change the prevailing situa-

(1) Surah # 29.65
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tion) but by the accommodation of Allah the High
the Great.(V)

Allah speaks the truth, and He is the One Who
guides to the right direction. Allah, glory be to Him,
says:

SLLSIS a pa ay all el OF i Ggs e Ope i Lo w2l il 59
JSsu e dll o iy S a0l ol o
¢osls Al
"Say, "What do you think if Allah wills to do me an
injury, will those whom you call upon beside Allah
be able to remove the injury inflicted by Him? Or, if
He wills mercy for me, can they withhold His mer-
cy?' Say, 'Allah is enough for Me. In Him trust those
who would trust."'®

and He says:

i ol elils (Sagy opudl 28y oles 13] Jaall g ald
{J;ﬁﬁbﬂ#&!t.

"Or, Who answers the distressed when he calls

(1) This invocation is called "hawgaleh’, it is utiered <<at times>> of
weakness and inability to cahange a bad situation. And Allah knows
best. [M.M.]

(2) Surah # 39.38
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upon Him, and removes the evil, and makes you suc-
cessors in the earth? Is there a god beside Allah?
Little is that you reflect."(!)

And He says:

YO | (- 45 Ol edai e 0ySay e a3 e Oye s E;I._...i..il_,}
Dy My o552 O3S Ll oy 9 oS0 Iglonzal b lymans oy oSeles
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"And those whom you call upon beside Allah own
not even an integument of a date-stone. If you call
on them, they will not hear your call, and even if
they heard it, they could not answer you. And on the
Day of Resurrection, they will deny your having as-

sociated them with Allah. And none can inform you
like the One Who is All-Aware."?)

And He says:

HJLEH!rﬁdldWYwwlﬁjéwﬁ_gu&&&i&g}
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"And who is more astray than those who, instead
of (praying unto) Allah, pray unto such as will not

{1) Surah #27.62
{2) Surah # 35.13,14
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answer them till the Day of Resurrection, and they
are unconcious of their prayer? And when men are
assembled, they will become enemies to them, and
will deny their worship."(!)

And Allah is the One Who guides to the straight
path, and there is no power nor ability but through

Allah.]

The end

(1) Surah # 46.5,6
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THE CONVICTION OF AS-SALAF

AS-SALIH OR THE PIOUS PRECECESSORS

BY THE TRADITIONIST ASH-SHAIKH
MUHAMMAD AT-TAYYIB B. IS-HAQ AL-ANSARI
AL-MADANI

Now after the preliminary words, I proceed to say,
I believe that Allah is one God, other than Whom
there is no god, the Sole, as-Samadh,!) Who neither
begets nor was begotten. No one other than He de-
serves to be worshipped. Whoever dedicates any act
of worship to other than Allah is a mushrik, disbe-
liever.

Ibadah, or worship, is a defintion which combines
everything Allah loves and approves of utterances
and deeds, such as the five pillars of Islam, supplica-

(1) As-Samad is one of Allah's beautiful names. It is mentioned in Su-
rah #112, It signifies the following: The Lord to Whom recourse is
had, or to Whom obedience is <<rendered>>, without Whom no affair
is <<accomplished>>; or the One to Whom Lordship ultimately per-
tains; or the Creator of everything, of Whom nothing is independent,
and every created thing depends on Him for his or its means of subsis-
tence, whose Oneness everything indicates. [M.M.]
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tion, expectation (of His mercy), fear (of Allah),
trusting (Allah), (fulfilling) vows and other forms of
worship. I believe That Allah, Who is far removed
from every imperfection, is qualified with all the at-
tributes wherewith He has qualified Himself, and He
is named with the names by which He has named
Himself, and by which His Messenger Muhammad
(peace be upon him) named Him. These beautiful
names and the superlative qualities of Allah are
truthful not metaphorical. Such attributes of Allah
include mounting His Throne, that is, mounting it
without specification, resemblance or exemplifica-
tion. Allah says:

s Sl e o )1p
"The Most Merciful has mounted the Throne."(!)

Furthermore, the speech of Allah is Infinite and
Pre-Existent in nature, which is uttered in occasions.

It is reported that the pious predecessors believed
that Allah is still qualified by the attribute of speech,
and He speaks whenever He wishes. Of His speech,

(1) Surah # 20.5
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1s the Qur'an which Jibril, peace be on him, heard it
from his Lord, azza wajell, directly without a media-
tor, and brought it down to Muhammad (peace be
upon him), letter and meaning, for worship and ini-
mitability.{!) In other words, the Qur'an cntains the
words of neither Jibril nor Muhammad, peace be
upon them. It is the words of Allah Who utterred it
in letter and sound. Allah uttered the Qur'an in letter
and sound as He uttered the words with which He
addressed Musa -when the latter approached the
tree- saying:

€5 il oyl b b ol o, UT 1P

"Verily, I Am your Lord. So take off your shoes;
for you are in the Sacred Valley of Tuwa."(®)

Likewise, Allah will call His slaves on the Day of
Resurrection with a voice which will be heard by the
far and the near saying: "I Am the King. I Am the
Reckoner." With the same manner, Allah speaks to
His Messengers and angels, or to anyone of His

(1) The Qur'an contains the inimitable words of Allah. None of the
Arab pagans were able to produce similar a single verse of the Qur'an,
let alone one surah thereof. [M.M.]

(2) Surah # 20.12
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slaves whom He wishes to speak to, or sends down
to them His Books containing His words that are not
pre-existent, yet uncreated; for Allah's quality of
speakability, like the rest of His attributes, is un-
created.!)

It is established that Allah, glory be to Him, is
qualified with the attributes of love,® pleasure,®
loathing,® descending,’® giving life and death, dis-
pleasure and great delight for the repentance of His

(1) Allah's speech is one of His attributes, and His attributes, like His
essence, are preeternal and uncreated, This means that His speech is
unlike that of His creatures born or created in lime, because it is esta-
blished that He does not change and that His essence is not susceptible
to events. [M.M.]

(2) There are verses in the Glorious Qur'an that clearly signify Allah's
attribute of love; viz. 2.190, 195- 2.222 [M.M.]

(3) There are about 12 verses in which 'the pleasure of Allah is men-
tioned; of them S 3.15 - 5.2- 9.21- 48,29- 57.20

(4) The attribute ‘loathing' or ‘hating’ is mentioned in surah 9.46 and
17.38

(3) “Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah said: "Our
Lord, the Blessed, the Supreme, descends to the lowest heaven during
the last third of every night saying: "Who (wants to) call Me that I may
fulfill his need? Who (wants to) ask Me that I may give him? Who
(wants to) seek My forgiveness that I may forgive him?' " (al-Bukhari)
[M.M.]
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slave(): and that Allah, far is He removed from eve-
ry imperfection, will be seen by the believers on the
Day of Judgment with their own eyes, as signified in
many verses and authentic ahadeeth (traditions).
These attributes, and the like, are not tropical, but re-
alistic as confirmed by the Book and the Sunnah.
Allah the Exalted says:

€oliyis 0 o s -l § ol ) a5

"Say, 'He is Allah, the One. Allah is As-Samad.!”)
He begets not nor is begotten. And there is none like
unto Him'."®*

(1) Abdullah b Mas'ood narrated that the Messenger of Allah said:
"Allah is more delighted with the repentance of His slave than a man
who sojourned with his beast loaded with provision, in a desert land in
which his life is in danger. He took his rest and slept, then awoke to
find that his beast sirayed away. The heat became severe and so was
his thirst, or whatever Allah willed. (Having looked for it in vain), he
then helplessly decided: 'T (would) return to my place’. He then re-
turned and slept for a while; when he awoke, he raised his head only to
see his beast standing by his side. (al-Bukhari) The version of the
above tradition compiled by Imam Muslim quotes the following state-
ment <<at the end of>> the above tradition: "Having found hid beast,
the man exclaimed out of extreme excitement: ‘O Allah, You are my
slave, and I am your lord’. He made the slip of tongue out of his ex-
treme excitement.” [M.M.]

(2) See footnote # 1 on page 25.

(3) Surah 112
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This is our conviction which we uphold in obedi-
ence to Allah respecting His names and attributes
without specifying, ascribing respecting human char-
acteristics to, depicting nor denying any of them.

Allah says:
el ol oy e 2 dltas o JP

"There is nothing whatever like unto Him; and He
is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing."(!)

We bear witness That Muhammad (peace be upon
him) is His slave and Messenger to both jinn and
men, and that he did convey the Message, accom-
plished the duty which was committed to his trust,
guided his ummah (nation) sincerely and kept striv-
ing for the cause of Allah till Allah has completed
the religion by him. Allah says:

Al oS oy pams (Sle il w5 oS cdesT oy i
L.
"Today I have completed for you your religion, and

perfected my favour upon you, and accepted Islam
as your religion."?)

(1) Surah 42.11
(2) Q. 5.3
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Then Allah took him to Himself and made him join
the highest company in Paradise. The Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him), departed this world and
its people. No one shall attain belief untill and unless
he makes his wishes subservient to the Message with
which Muhammad (peace be upon him), came, and
until he becomes dearer to him than his own self, his
sons and all mankind. Loving the Messenger (peace
be upon him) means obeying his commands, believ-
ing his statements and refraining from his prohibi-
tions. It also means that Allah be worshipped only by
the acts of worship that His Messenger legislated.

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
should not be extolled, excessively adulated, nor be
elevated above the level of which Allah has placed
him, by means of supplicating him or seeking help or
relief from him. The Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him) said: "Du'a (supplication) is worship."")
And he said: "Indeed, I am not the one to call for
help; it is Allah, glory be to Him, is the One to call
for help." Calling the Messenger of Allah for help,
say nothing of seeking it from the other pious peo-

{1y Abu Dawood & at-Tirmidthi
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ple, is tantamount to shirk, or an act of polytheism.
Similarly, attaching the heart to other than Allah, the
Exalted for receiving benefit from or warding off
evil by them independently, or by holding them as
intermediaries between them and Allah, [Attaching
the heart to pious people or jinn by committing their
affairs to them, turning to them for help, sacrificing
animals for them for having their needs fulfilled, or
receiving relief, constitute ascribing partners to
Allah, be it mysterious combination of words, or lita-
nies, which is shirk and means of misguidance of
which Allah sent down no proofl. Allah sent His
Messenger to void and uproot such practices and to
cleanse the hearts from infidelity. There is no stre-
ngth nor power but in, or by means of Allah, the
High, the Great.]

We believe that the angels and the Scriptures of
Allah are true, the Prophets are true: Resurrection af-
ter death is true, Jannah is true and Hell is true. We
also believe that the Scale(!) is true, and the Hawd@

(1) the means by which the bad and good deeds of man are weighed
on the Day of Judgment. [M.M.]

(2) Hawdh is the pool of the Messenger. It is that of which the believ-
ers shall be given to drink on the Day of Judgment. It is also called al-
Kawther'. [M.M.]
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of our Prophet (peace be upon him) is true; whoever
drinks from it shall never feel thirsty. Apostate and
people of bid'ah, or innovations, in religious matters
shall be debarred from it.

We believe in predestination both in its good or
evil consequences. We believe that intercession of
our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and
all the Prophets, peace be on them, and the pious
people is true, but it takes place only with prior leave
from Allah to the intercessor, provided that Allah is
pleased with the one on whose behalf intercession
shall be made. Allah the Exalted says:

€k Yl eaze LT AUTERRS
"Who is he that will intercede with Him except by
His permission?"(!)
And He says:
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"They intercede not except for fiitrmwith whom He
is pleased."® Our Prophet (peace be upon-him) is the
first intercessor and the first from whom intercession

(1) Q.2.255
(2) Q.21.28
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shall be accepted; there are privileges of intercession
which he alone is distinguished with. First is the pro-
ceeding of the Final judgment (between mankind),
the privilege which is called al-Mugam al-Mahmoud
or the praised rank, of which the prophets and mes-
sengers envy him. Second is the intercession of tak-
ing out those admitted to Hell Fire", Third is the in-
tercession of their release and discharge therefrom to
enter jannah, or Paradise after being purified and re-
fined.

We believe that the best generation is that of the
Prophet (P.B.U.H.) who believed him i.e his com-
panions. Then those who followed them benevolent-
ly. The Prophet (P.B.U.H.) said: "The best of genera-

(1) What is right here is that the intercession regarding taking out of
Hell-Fire those who éntered it as a result of their sins is not limited
only to the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) but it is a shared intercession. This can
be known from the elaborated sayings [Ahadeeth] of the Prophet
(P.B.U.H.). That which concerns the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) after the great
intercession is the intercession regarding the admission of the peaple
of Jannah or Paradise as explained in his sayings. Likewise is the in-
tercession to lighten the chastisement off his uncle ‘Abu Talib'. The
above- mentioned explanation was said by Abdul-Aziz ibn Abdullah
ibn Baz, President of the Presidency of Islamic researches, Ifta and
Propagation. May Allah forgive him and grant him success for every
good deed.
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tion is my generation, then their successors, then
those who succeed them."

We believe that the best of words is the word of
Allah, and the best of guidance is that of Prophet
Muhammad (P.B.U.H.); that the most evil of matters
is the newly invented ones, and every innovation is a
going astray.

Thus, had it not been for fear of lengthiness We
would have presented the evidence of every question
both from the Book of Allah and from the traditions
of His Messenger (P.B.U.H.) i.e. Sunnah, as well as
from the consensus of the opinion of the pious pre-
decessors; I jmaa’,

May Allah Almighty guide us to his straight path
in all our sayings and deeds and protect us from the
mis]eadir;g trials, the apparent and the hidden ones.
We pray Allah to grant us firm adherence to Islam
and make us die therein. May the peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and
his family.

This creed of the pious Predescessors, or aqgeedah
salafiyya, which was written by Sheikh: Muhammad
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Altayeb ibn Ishaq Al-Ansari in Almadinah
Almonawwarah in 1358 H. who died in 7-6-1363 H.
is an admonition to himself and to his muslim broth-
ers.,

May Allah shower His blessings upon him.
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