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"Culture or Civilization, taken in its wide ethnographic sense, is that complex whole (1)
which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any other capabilities and
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Home Digital Edition, 2009. "culture", (Leslie A. White).
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We cannot speak of any absolute truths or of objective knowledge. People recognize a (V)
particular piece of philosophy or scientific theory as true’ only il it fits the descriptions

of truth laid down by the intellectual or political authorities of the day, by the members

of the ruling elite, or by the prevailing ideologues of knowledge. Raman Selden, A Read-

er Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory (Harvard: Harvard niversity Press, 1986), 98.

P. Bourdieu, Language and Symbolic Power, Trans. G. Raymond and M. Adamson )
(Harvard: Harvard University Press, 1991), 39.

R. Hodge and G. Kress, Language as Ideology (London: Routledge, 1993). $p)
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S. Mills, Discourse (London: Routledge, 1999), 150. o)

R. de Beaugrande, "Discourse Analysis and Literary Theory: Closing the Gap", Journal 49
of Advanced Composition 13 (1993): 323-448. R. de Beaugrande and W. Dressler, Intro-
duction to Text Linguistics (London: Longman. 1981).
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"In Luxenberg's imagination (the Quran) is not only a linguistic loan, but the very proof  (})
of Syriac cultural origin. A linguistic observation is thus pressed to support a theological
hypothesis".

http://www.islamic-awareness.org/Quran/Text/luxreview 1.html

Uadd 5 Sl Lace i Jualdl B 4oy Sl 58 05500 redl (B aaall Uaysl ()
"The Quran is thus presented as the translation of a Syriac text. hisisan @ % » «y
extremely pretentious hypothesis which is unfortunately relying on rather modest
foundations. Luxenberg does not consider previous work in the diverse disciplines of
Quranic studies-neither concerning the pagan heritage, nor the poetical Arabian
background, nor the Jewish contacts. He takes interest neither in religio-historical nor in
literary approaches to the Quran although his assumptions touch substantially on all

these discourses. Luxenberg limits himself to a very mechanistic, positivist linguistic
method without caring for theoretical considerations developed in modern linguistics".
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A. Stille, "Radical New Views of Islam and the origins of the Quran, New York Times, W)
March 2, 2002.

"I am not sure what precisely the author means with 'in Germany’. According to my in- (v)
formation, Christoph Luxenberg is not a German but a Lebanese Christian". F. de Blois,
"Review of 'Die syro-aramiischen Lezart des Koran".
http://www.islamic-awareness.org/Quran/Text/luxreview2.html
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The clash between Islam and Christianity began during the lifetime of the Prophet. In the
earlier stages of his career, when the main fight was against Arab paganism, his attitude
to the Jews and the Christians was friendly and respectful. The leadership of the commu-
nity brought him into contact and then conflict with both. At first the Jews, strongly re-
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allies and converts. Later, when the expanding influence of the community of Median
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Closed views of Islam
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Islam seen as a single mono-
lithic bloc, static and unrespon-
sive to new realities.
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Islam seen as separate and
other: (a) not having any aims
or values in common with other
cultures (b) not affected by them
(c) not influencing them.
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Islam seen as inferior to the
West-barbaric, irrational, primi-
tive, sexist.
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Islam seen as violent, aggressive,
threatening, supportive of ter-
rorism, engaged in ’a clash of
civilisations’.
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Islam seen as a political ideol-
ogy, used for political or mili-
tary advantage.
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Criticisms l.nade by Islam of g_;’ ('L?U i et i Yl

’the West’ rejected out of hand. Wl e 'y i
: S

Hostility towards Islam used to
justify discriminatory practicies
towards Muslims from main-
stream sobiety.
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Anti-Muslim hostility accepted
as natural and 'normal’.
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Religion et politique: juifs et musulmans maghrébins en France, Année 1987,Volume 37,
pp. 855-890.
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Martine Cohen, Juifs et Musulmans en France: le modéle républicain . »L__sd_ Y1,
d’intégration en question, Année 2000, Volume 37,pp. 89-120.

"le mot "islamophobie” a pour la premiére fois &1¢ utilisé en 1979, par les mollahs ira-  (¥)
niens qui souhaitaient faire passer les femmes qui refusaient de porter le voile pour de
"mauvaises musulmanes™".
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les intégristes "musulmans" ont forgé dans les années 1970 le terme d'islamophobie”, a (1)
'effet de s’en faire un "bouclier sémantique".
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Fislnm-je dis bien ['islam, je ne parle méme pas des islamistes-apporte une certaine débilité
qui, en eflet, me rend islamophobe.
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