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[Terrorist Organizations in the Horn of Africa/ Case Study: The American Role between
Continuity and Change]

[Rasha Ibrahiem Gharieb]

(PHD researcher in political Science, Cairo University)

Abstract:

By the year 2021, two decades have passed since the events of September 11, 2001, which
represented a turning point in the American policy towards the Horn of African region especially in its
war against foreign terrorism, as it is considered one of the most important priorities of the American
foreign policy agenda towards one of the most vital areas in the world. The spread of terrorist
organizations in the region constitutes a direct threat to US interests in the region, and thus it justifies
its intervention in order to counter the threat of terrorism. Where American foreign policy witnessed a
state of swing during these two decades between security and military attention during the Bush
period, a tendency towards the soft diplomatic tool during the Obama period, and the neglect of the
entire region during the Trump period.

The study aims to reveal aspects of continuity and change between successive US administrations in
confronting terrorism in the Horn of Africa region, as it deals with the strategic importance of the
region, the causes of the international compitition over it, terrorist organizations and their
repercussions on the interests of the United States in the region, and to what extent the successive US
administrations have succeeded in confronting those organizations. Finally, the evaluation of the
American foreign policy to combat terrorism in the region. The study illustrated that American policy
always stems from a fixed and unified agenda based on “interest" while trying to adapt and develop
according to the developments of the international system, and the changes in the geostrategic
importance of the regional regions that serve American interests.

Key words: Terrorist organizations — American foreign policy - Geostrategic importance - The Horn
of Africa - Combating terrorism.
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